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OF  THE 

LRISII  REMEjLJLION. 

PART.  II. 

From  the  formation  of  the  Society  of  United  Irish" 
men.,  in  the  Year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety,  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  Rebellion  in  seventeen  hun." 
dred  and  ninety-eight — continued. 


CHAP.  VI. 

YYhILE  a comraunicatloo  was,  by  the  means  al- 
ready mentioned,  nearly  laid  open  between  the  metro-' 
polls  and  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  the  flames  of  civil 
war  were  kindled,  and  began  to  blaze  in  a quarter 
where  insurrection  was  least  expected.  The  county 
of  Wexford  had  enjoyed  a greater  portion  of  social 
comfort  than  perhaps  any  other  part  of  the  province 
of  Leinster.  Gentlemen  of  landed  property  in  it 
were  less  addicted  to  the  shameful  practice  of  absent- 
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ing  themselves  from  their  estates,  so  prevaknt  in  othe? 
quarters  of  the  kingdom.  Improvements  were  made 
by  them,  which  would  have  been  overlooked  in  their 
absence.  The  farmers  followed  the  example  of  their 
landlords ; and  the  peasants  were  consequently  em- 
ployed with  regularity,  which  introduced  amongst 
them  habits  of  industry  and  order.  Rents  were  com- 
paratively low.  From  all  these  causes  this  county  was 
very  slowdy  and  imperfectly  organized  by  the  United 
Society.  Besides  conducting  themselves  in  the  most 
peaceable  manner,  the  Roman  catholics  had  addressed 
the  lord  lieutenant  through  the  medium  or  lord 
Mountnoriis,  professing  their  loyalty,  and  offering  ta 
ai’in  themselves,  ir  permitted,  for  the  preservation  of 
tranquillity.  Government  was  so  w'ell  convinced  by 
these  circumstances  of  the  w'ell  affected  state  of  the 
county,  that  not  above  six  hundred  soldiers  were  sta- 
tioned throughout  the  whole  of  it;  its  defence  being 
abandoned  chiefly  to  the  yeomanry  corps  and  their 
snpplementaries.  The  members  w'ho  composed  these 
corps  of  protestant  yeomanry,  inflamed  by  religious 
prejudice  and  the  reports  of  atrocities  committed  by 
the  Romanists  in  former  times;  or  perhaps  presump- 
tuous from  theirlmaginary  superiority  over  the  catho- 
lics, imprudently  treated  the  latter  with  contumely 
and  outrage.  The  magistrates,  with  equal  impru- 
dence, and  that  tendency  to  the  abuse  of  power,  so 
natural  to  weak  and  little  minds,  employed  themselves 
in  whipping  and  imprisoning  numbers  of  persons  whom 
they  thought  proper  to  suspect  of  disloyalty,  often 
without  sufficient  grounds  to  authorise  such  proceed- 
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iiigs.  The  body  of  six  hundred  regulars  and  militia, 
also  ill  commanded,  and  for  the  most  part  ill  officered, - 
contributed,  by  previous  insult  and  subsequent  timi- 
dity, to  forward  the  work  of  rebellion.  Those  who 
insult  and  tyrannize  over  the  peaceable  and  submis- 
sive, are  for  the  most  part  the  first' to  shrink  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  and  to  fly  from  the  presence  of 
such  as,  by  their  own  imprudence,  and  by  repeated 
injuries,  they  have  lOused  to  resentment  and  to  ven- 
geance. The  system  of  imprisonment  and  of  flogging, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  principally  the  cause 
of  disaffection  : “ 1 am  well  informed,  that  no  flog- 
“ gings  had  place  in  the  town  of  Wexford,  nor  in  the 
“ baronies  of  Forth  and  Bargy  ; and  that  in  those  ba- 

ronies  no  atrocities  were  committed  before  or  since 
“the  rebellion*.’*  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
state  of  this  county,  whether  it  would  have  continued 
in  a state  of  tranquillity  or  not,  had  not  these  rigorous 
measures  been  adopted ; certain  it  is,  that  after  the 
insurrection  did  commence,  the  number  of  insurgents 
was  greatly  increased  by  the  lawless  conduct  of  strag- 
gling parties  of  yeomen,  who  too  frequently  shot  un- 
armed and  unoftending  persons  in  the  roads,  in  the 
fields  at  work,  and  even  in  their  houses. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  the  stan- 
dard of  rebellion  was  raised  for  the  first  time  in  this 


* Note  of  the  Rev,  Mr  Gordon  — See  his  History  of  the  Rebel- 
lion ill  Ireland  in  1798,  &c.  p.  103. 
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county,  by  father  John  Murphy,  Romish  priest  of 
Boulavogue,  commonly  called  Father  Jolm,  a man 
of  mean  intellects,  and  a fanatic  in  religion;  but  at 
the  same  time  eminently  qualified  to  rouse  the  igno- 
rant multitude  to  tumult.  He  kindled  a fire  on  a hill 
called  Corrigrua,  as  a signal  for  his  associates  to  assem- 
ble, which  was  answered  by  another  fire  on  an  emi- 
nence contiguous  to  his  own  house  at  Bonlavogue. 
This  rising  was  communicated  to  the  garrison  at  En- 
niscorthy  by  a female  named  Piper,  the  daughter  of  a 
widow  whose  house  the  insurgents  had  assaulted,  and.' 
from  which  she  had  escaped  leaping  out  at  a win- 
dow, and  flying  to  Enniscorthy  on  horseback.  The 
house  was  situated  at  a place  called  Tincurry,  about 
four  miles  from  Enniscorthy.  The  insurgents  wound- 
ed the  widow,  broke  the  arm  of  one  of  her  daughters, 
who  was  with  child,  and  slew  her  nephew,  a young 
man  named  Candy. 

Murphy,  having  burned  some  protestant  houses,, 
proceeded  to  a place  called  the  Harrow  ; where  he  en- 
gaged and  defeated  a party  of  the  Camolin  yeomen 
infantry,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Bookey,  who  was 
slain  in  the  commencement  of  the  action  while  advanc- 
ing before  his  men  to  harangue  the  insurgents.  This 
beginning  of  hostilities,  and  the  success  by  which  it 
\Vas  attended,  brought  great  numbers  to  join  the  re- 
bels, so  that  on  the  succeeding  morning,  Whitsunday, 
[May  27.3  two  very  considerable  bodies  had  collected, 
one  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  about  eleven  miles  to  the 
south  of  W^exford ; the  other  oa  Kilthomas  hill,  an 
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inferior  ridge  of  Slyeeve  Bvvee  mountain,  about  nine 
miles  westward  of  Gorey.  These  bodies  of  insurgents 
were  mixed  multitudes  of  persons  of  both  sexes  and 
all  ages.  Against  the  rebels  assembled  at  Oulart, 
commanded  by  father  John  Murphy  in  person,  was 
detached,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Foote,  one  hundred  and  ten  chosen  men  of  the  North 
Cork  militia.  On  the  advance  of  the  king’s  troops,  a 
party  descended  from  the  southern  side  of  the  hill,  ap- 
parently with  intention  to  have  engaged  them.  These 
were  broken  and  dispersed  at  the  first  onset,  and  fled 
with  precipitation  to  the  northern  side  of  the  hill, 
whither  they  were  pursued  with  so  little  apprehension 
of  resistance,  that  no  rank  or  order  was  observed.  On 
reaching  the  northern  summit,  they  were  informed 
that  a considerable  body  of  cavalry  had  that  morning 
been  observed  approaching  the  hill,  in  the  direction 
whither  they  were  flying,  and  that  their  intention  w'as 
either  to  intercept  them  in  their  retreat,  or  to  co-ope- 
rate w'ith  the  infantry  in  a joint  attack.  As  they  were 
yet  so  unskilled  in  military  affairs  as  to  regard  an  at- 
tack from  cavalry  the  most  fonnid able  that  could  be 
made  upon  them,  and  as-  Father  Murphy  exclaimed 
they  must  either  conquer  or  inevitably  perish,  they 
turned  again  upon  their  pursuers,  who  had  by  this 
time,  breathless  with  running,  nearly  gained  the  top. 
Only  about  three  hundred  of  the  rebels,  however, 
ventured  to  make  this  desperate  attack,  which  was  so 
sudden  and  impetuous,  that  the  whole  of  the  troops, 
except  the  lieutenant-colonel,  a serjeant,  and  three 
privates,  were  killed  almost  in  an  instant,  including 
VoL.  II.  B 
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one  major,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  one 
ensign. 

The  body  of  cavalry,  for  fear  of  whom  the  insurgents 
were  driven  to  this  desperate  exertion  of  courage,  had 
that  morning  early  left  Gorey  with  intention  to  attack 
them  ; but  after  they  had  proceeded  about  thirteen 
miles,  the  number  and  position  of  the  enemy  was  such 
as  to  induce  them  to  retreat,  which  they  accomplished 
after  killing  some  unarmed  stragglers  and  several  old 
men  whom  they  found  in  the  houses.  They  w'ere  ig- 
norant that  the  North  Cork  militia  had  that  morning 
marched  to  attack  the  same  body.  ~ 

Against  the  rebels  assembled  at  Kilthomas  hill,  con- 
sisting of  between  two  and  three  thousand  armed  men, 
besides  women,  children,  &c.  a body  of  about  three 
hundred  yeomen,  infantry  and  cavalry,  marched,  and 
were  more  successful  than  their  brethren  at  Onlart, 
The  infantry  of  this  little  army,  flanked  at  a consider- 
able distance  on  the  left  by  the  cavalry,  advanced  up 
the  hill  against  the  rebels,  who  were  posted  on  the 
summit,  with  the  utmost  intrepidity;  and  the  insur- 
gents were  so  panic-struck  by  a few  discharges  of  mus- 
ketry, that  they  fled,  and  were  pursued  with  the  loss 
of  about  a hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  victors  also, 
in  the  course  of  seven  miles  march,  burned  two  catho- 
lic chapels,  and  about  a hundred  cabins  and  farm- 
houses. 


Meantime  the  victorious  body  of  Oulart,  under 
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father  Murphy,  elated  with  their  success,  marched 
and  took  possession  of  Camolin,  a town  six  miles  west- 
ward of  Gorey,  whither  its  loyal  inhabitants  had  fled 
' for  refuge.  The  whole  country  presented  the  most 
rueful  aspect  of  civil  warfare — houses  in  flames,  part 
flred  by  the  rebels,  and  part  by  the  military  ; while  the 
frighted  inhabitants  were  flying  in  all  quarters;  the 
protestants  to  the  towns,  the  Romanists  to  the  hills, 
or  to  join  the  rebel  parties  of  their  persuasion.  From 
Camolin,  the  rebels  advanced  to  Ferns,  two  miles  fur- 
ther, from  whence  the  loyalists  had  fled  to  Euniscorthy, 
six  miles  to  the  south.  On  the  same  morning  the  gar- 
rison of  Carnew,  nine  miles  from  Qorey,  consisting 
of  three  yeomanry  corps,  in  all  about  two  hundred 
men,  attacked  a large  body  of  rebels  who  were  prepar- 
ing to  assault  that  town,  and  compelled  them  to  fly 
to  Ferns,  with  the  loss  of  nine  killed  and  two  taken 
prisoners. 

Father  Murphy  found  himself  now  in  such  strength 
that  he  determined,  on  Monday  the  twenty-eighth, 
the  day  after  his  victory  at  Oulart,  to  hazard  an  at- 
tack on  the  town  of  Enniscorthy,  which  was  garrison- 
ed by  about  three  hundred  men;  as  by  the  following 
return: — ‘ 


Korth  Cork  militia. 

Capfs.  Subs.  Sergs.  Drums.  R.  ^ F. 
Capt.  Snowe’s  company,  i 1 3 2 50 

Capt.  De  Courcy’sdo.  0 1 2 1 24 

SO 


TQtal  of  North  Cork, 


1 


5 


3 
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Return  of  the  garrison  continued^ 
Capts.  Subs.  Sergs.  Drums.  R.^F. 


Brought  over  of  N.  Cork. 

Enniscorthy  infantry. 
Capt.  Pouiiden 
Do.  supplementary, 

Scaravoalsh  infantry. 
Capt.  Cornock, 

Enniscorthy  cavalry. 
Capt.  Richards, 


1 

0 

1 

Trump. 


80 

50 

57 

6o 

50 


Total 


15 


297 


Officers  names. 

North  Cork-Captain  Snowe,  lieutenant  Bowen, 
ensign  Harman. 

Enniscorthy  infantry  — Captain  Pounden,  lieute- 
nants Drury  and  Hunt,  . 

Supplementary — lieutenant  Pounden. 

Scarawalsh  infantry— Captain  Cornock,  lieutenants 
Carden  and  Rudd. 

Lieutenont  Spiing  on  half-pay,  and  formerly  lieu- 
tenant of  the  sixty- third  regiment,  joined  the  troops 
a volunteer.. 
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The  rel3e1s,  amounting  to  about  seven  thousand, 
eight  hundred  of  whom  were  armed  with  muskets, 
appeared  before  the  town  about  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Enniscorthy,  situate  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  Slaney,  over  which  there  is  a stone  bridge,  is  a 
market,  a post,  and  a borough  town.  The  market- 
house,  court-house,  and  principal  streets  are  on  the 
south  side.  On  the  north  are  two  suburbs  called 
Templeshannon  and  Drumgoold,  which  extend 
close  to  Vinegar  Hill,  a mountain  about  twelve  miles 
from  the  town  of  Wexford,  sixteen  from  Ross,  eigh- 
teen from  Gorey,  eight  from  Tahmon,  six  from  Ferns, 
and  ten  from  Newtow'n-Barr}^  The  river  being  navi- 
gable with  the  tide,  it  was  a place  of  considerable 
trade,  and  contained  betw^een  four  and  five  thousand 
inhabitants.  As  intelligence  had  been  received  at 
nine  o’clock  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  against  the 
town,  the  garrison  had  their  dii^erent  positions  and 
rallying  posts  immediately  assigned  them  by  captain 
Snow^e,  as  commanding  officer.  The  North-Cork  w^ere 
stationed  on  the  bridge;  the  Enniscorthy  cavalry  in 
the  street  leading  to  it  from  the  town ; and  the  Ennis- 
corthy and  Scarawalsh  infantry  at  the  Dulfreygate- 
hlll  on  the  Carlow  road.  A considerable  g-uard  was 
also  posted  at  the  market-house,  where  the  arms  and 
ammunition  were  lodged  ; and  another  guard  over 
some  suspicious  persons  confined  in  the  castle.  As 
the  rebels  approached  towards  the  Dnffrey-gate,  in  a 
strong  column  of  about  a mile  in  length,  where  many 
avenues  led  into  the  town,  captains  Cornock  and 
Pounden  led  their  yeomen  forward,  in  a lineaba  i!: 
VoL.  II.  C 
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four  hundred  yards  from  the  ^ate;  on  which  the  ene- 
my halted  about  the  same  distance  from  them,  and 
parties  filed  off  about  half  a mile  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  main  body,  with  design  to  outflank  the  yeo- 
men. After  this  movement,  they  advanced  a few 
paces,  drove  a multitude  of  cattle  and  horses  against 
the  troops,  and  gave  a general  volley  from  right  to 
left;  so  effective  that  captain  Cornock,  and  lieutenants 
Hunt  and  Ponnden,  were  wounded,  the  two  latter 
mortally;  and  several  privates  killed  and  wounded. 
The  yeomen  returned  the  tire  with  considerable  effect ; 
but  the  rebels  continued  to  advance,  firing  at  the 
same  time  with  such  precision,  that  lieutenant  Hunt, 
who  had  served  during  great  part  of  the  American 
war,  astonished  at  their  steadiness  and  celerity,  de- 
clared that  he  had  never  before  experienced  so  heavy 
and  well  directed  a fire.  As  the  rebels  continued  to 
extend  their  wings,  ^he  yeomen  deemed  it  prudent  to 
retire  near  to  the  towm,  where  they  dispatched  a mes- 
sage to  captain  Snowe,  who  defended  the  bridge,  to 
require  him  to  hasten  to  their  assistance.  That  gen- 
tleman immediately  marched  to  their  aid  with  the 
North  Cork  militia;  but  understanding  that  the  rebels 
were  moving  towards  the  bridge,  he  retreated  to  his 
former  station  in  order  to  defend  it ; ordering  the  ca- 
valr}  to  cover  his  rear,  a large  body  of  the  enemy  hav- 
ing advanced  to  his  last  position.  These  captain  Ri- 
chards accordingly  charged  and  dispersed,  but  had 
nine  of  his  corps  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  six- 
teen horses  killed.  Captain  Snow'e  arrived  at  the 
bridge  in  time  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing. 
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Meantime  the  tro6ps  at  the  DufTrey-gate,  finding 
they  must  quickly  be  surrounded  by  the  long  extend- 
ed wings  of  the  enemy,  if  they  continued  to  hold  their 
position,  divided  themselves  into  small  parties;  and 
occupying  the  different  avenues  leading  into  the  town, 
defended  them  for  some  time  with  the  greatest  spirit 
and  resolution ; though  the  streets  in  which  they 
fought  had  been  fired  by  some  of  the  disaffected  inha- 
bitants, in  order  to  annoy  them.  These  brave  men, 
however,  were  at  length  compelled  to  retreat  to  the 
market-house,  where  they  again  made  a stand.  The 
rebels  now  attempted  to  ford  the  river  in  many  places, 
but  were  galled  from  the  brdge,  which  had  become 
the  station  of  defence.  So  fluctuating  was  the  success 
of  the  day,  during  several  hours,  that  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the  prevailing 
party,  had  alternately  displayed  the  orange  and  the 
green  ribbon.  At  length  the  rebels,  fording  the  river 
both  above  and  below  the  bridge,  some  of  them  up  to 
the  middle,  others  to  the  neck  in  water,  entered  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town  and  fired  it;  when  the  garri- 
son retreated  in  great  disorder  tow'ards  Wexford,  four- 
teen miles  distant,  having  expended  the  whole  of  their 
ammunition,  though  they  had  repeatedly  filled  their 
pouches  from  the  militia  magazine.  An  instance  of 
intrepidity  displayed  by  a yeoman,  we  deem  not  un- 
worthy of  notice  : a spent  ball  having  lodged  in  his 
neck,  he  had  it  extracted  by  the  assistance  of  an  offi- 
cer; and  calmly  charging  his  piece  with  it,  returned  it 
to  the  enemy.  The  garrison,  in  this  obstinate  engage- 
ment, lost  eighty-eight  men,  among  whom  were  cap- 
C 2 
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tain  Pounden  of  the  supplementary  yeomen j lieute- 
nant Hunt  of  the  Enniscorthy  infantry,  and  lieute- 
nant Carden  of  the  Searawalsh.  Besides  these,  many 
of  a large  body  of  lo3^alists  who  joined  the  troops  as 
volunteers,  armed  with  guns,  pistols,  swords,  &c.  fell 
in  the  action.  The  rebels  lost  about  three  hundred 
men.  As  many  of  the  protestant  inhabitants  as  had 
time  to  escape,  fled  in  distraction  to  Vf exford,  which 
they  accomplished  with  difficult}".  The  weather  was 
fine,  and  they  w'ere  not  pursued.  The  following  ac- 
count of  the  escape  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Handcock,  rector 
of  Kilconnuck,  and  his  family,  w'ill  convey  to  the 
reader  an  adequate  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  loyalists. 
Mr  Handcock  had  personally  fought  in  defence  of  the 
town, 

“ Finding  that  we  could  no  longer  keep  our  ground, 
“ I rushed  singly  through  the  streets,  with  a blunder- 
“ buss  cocked,  and  presenting  it  at  every  person  who 

looked  at  me,  running  for  my  life,  but  without  the 
“ faintest  hope  of  saving  it,  or  that  of  my  family, 
“ yet  determined  to  share  their  fate;  and  with  great 
“ difficulty  getting  into  my  house,  locked  and  barri- 
“ cadoed  by  the  affrighted  inmates,  I dragged  my 
“ wife  down  stairs  with  my  children,  just  as  they  sat 
“in  her  sick  room*;  and  observing  which  way  the 
“ fugitives  were  moving  out  of  the  town,  I forced 
“ them  along  with  the  tragical  cavalcade,  until  my. 


* She  lay-iu  only  two  days  before. 
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wife,  overpowered  with  terror  and  the  heat  of  the 
“ flames,  fell  on  a burning'  pile  of  rubbish,  where,  un- 
“ able  myself,  from  fatigue,  to  raise  her,  she  would 
“ have  been  suffocated,  or  trampled  to  death,  had  not 
■ “ a gallant  fellow  of  the  North-Cork  militia,  wounded, 
“ and  scarce  able  to  drag  his  legs  after  him,  assisted 

“ me,  swearing  the  ?»Iunster  oath,  ‘ By  J s you 

“ did  not  forsake  us,  and*  I will  not  desert  you.*  The 
“ poor  fellow  accordingly  stuck  by  us  till  we  arrived 
“ at  Wexford.  In  return  for  this,  having  got  my  wife 

and  clhldren  behind  or  before  mounted  yeomen,  I 
“ procured  a horse  for  his  wife,  and  carried  his  mus- 
“ ket  as  far  as  I was  able.  When  we  came  within  three 
“ or  four  miles  of  Wexford,  we  were  met  by  the  yeo- 
“ men  cavalry  of  it,  who  turned  out  on  hearing  our 
“ disaster,  to  cover  our  retreat.’* 

On  the  morning  after  the  rebels  got  possession  of  the 
town,  it  presented  a dreadful  scene  of  conflagration. 
Part  of  it  was  entirely’^  consumed;  and  in  part  the 
flames  wei;e  spreading  with  the  greatest  fury.  Above 
four  hundred  dwelling-houses,  warehouses,  &c.  were 
thus  destroy^ed.  The  rebels,  after  having  formed  a 
camp  on  Vinegar  hill,  entrenched  it,  and  erected 
some  batteries,  stationed  a very  strong  garrison  in 
Enniscortliy,  and  placed  picquet  guards,  centinels, 
and  videts,  in  all  the  avenues  and  roads  leadings  to  it 
for  some  miles  round  ; which  were  relieved  every  day 
from  the  camp  on  the  hill.  The  church  of  Eiinis- 
corthy  having  been  stripped  by  the  victors,  they  con- 
veyed the  bell  to  their  camp,  where  it  was  employed 
C 3 
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for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  hours,  and  was  to  be 
rung  as  an  alarum  in  case  of  surprise.  An  old  wind- 
mill at  the  top  of  the  hill  was  converted  into  a prison 
for  loyalist  prisoners.  These  were  all  tried  by  a court- 
martial,  and  on  being  condemned,  were  led  to  the 
front  of  the  rebel  line,  where  they  were  either  shot  or 
piked  to  death.  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth, 
the  rebels  executed  no  less  than  twenty-four  persons. 


C H A P.  A ll. 


town  of  Wexfoitl,  whither  the  garrison  of  En- 
niscorthy  and  as  many  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  as 
could  make  their  escape,  had  retreated,  had  been  in  a 
state  of  the  greatest  alarm  and  consternation  since  the 
commencement  of  the  insurrection,  especially  since 
the  defeat  of  the  royal  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Oulartby  father  Murphy,  on  the  twenty-seventh.  The 
ganison  had  now  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  giving  the 
enemy  battle  in  the  field,  and  confined  themselves  to 
making  every  preparation  for  a vigorous  defence. 
Amongst  other  measures  taken  for  this  purpose,  all  fires 
were  ordered  to  be  extinguished,  and  the  roofs  of  thatch- 
ed houses  to  be  stripped,  lest  those  inhabitants  who 
were  dlsaftected  should  assist  the  assailants  by  setting 
fire  to  the  town. 

In  consequence  of  a suspicion  of  treasonable  de- 
signs the  sheriff  and  others  had  resolved  to  apprehend 
Ueauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey,  of  Bargycastle,  Johia 
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Henry  Colclough,  of  Ballyteig,  and  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, of  Newpark,  all  of  them  gentlemen  of  the 
county  of  Wexford  ; who  were  accordingly  arrested 
on  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-seventh,  by  captain 
Boyd,  of  the  Wexford  cavalry.  On  the  twentj'- 
ninth,  Mr  Boyd,  who  had  hopes  of  dispersing  the 
insurgents  without  either  giving  them  battle  or  mak- 
ing any  concession  in  their  favour,  or  who  concluded 
that  he  might  at  least  be  able  to  divert  their  attention 
and  to  retard  their  progress,  visited  these  three  gentle- 
men in  prison,  and  proposed  that  one  of  them  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  rebel  camp  and  endeavour  to  persuade  the 
insurgents,  to  retire  to  their  respective  homes.  It  was 
agreed  that  Mr  Colclough  should  undertake  the 
mission,  provided  he  was  allowed  to  take  Mr  Fitzge- 
rald with  him.  When  these  two  gentlemen  arrived 
at  the  camp,  the  rebels  were  in  a state  of  the  utmost 
distraction  ; being  undetermined  in  their  plan  of  ope- 
rations ; some  proposing  to  attack  Newtown-Barry, 
others  Ross,  others  Wexford,  many  to  remain  in 
their  present  post,  and  not  a few  to  return  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  property,  against  the  Orangemen. 
On  the  appearance  of  the  two  gentlemen  prisoners, 
however,  as  they  temied  them,  the  divided  multitude 
collected  around  them  with  loud  shouts  of  joy  and 
welcome.  When  Mr  Colclough  had  delivered  his 
message,  which  was  treated  with  neglect,  he  retired 
to  put  himself  again  into  the  hands  of  those  by  whom 
he  had  been  sent,  but  IMr  Fitzgerald  remained  with 
the  rebels,  and  that  evening  accompanied  them  to  a 
i.)05t  called  Three  Rocks,  the  termination  of  a long 
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ridge  called  Forth  Mountain,  which  forn^.s  the  boun- 
dary of  the  Bargy  and  Forth  barronies.  As  Three 
Rocks  is  only  two  miles  and  a half  from  M'exford,  and 
as  they  were  now’  fully  determined  to  attack  that  town, 
they  remained  there  during  the  night. 

Meantime  the  several  successful  operations  of  the  re- 
])els  and  their  increasing  numbers,  laid  spread  so  great 
an  alarm,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
two  hundred  of  the  Donegal  militia,  commanded  by 
lieutenant-colonel  IMaxwell,  and  a six  pounder,  ar- 
rived in  Wexford  accompanied  by  colonel  Colville, 
captain  Young,  and  lieutenant  Sodon,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  strengthening  the  garrison,  consisting  of  the 
remains  of  the  North  Cork  militia,  about  three  hun- 
dred men  ; the  Ilealthfield  and  Enniscorthy  cavalry, 
captain  Ogle’s  infantry,  the  Enniscorthy  infantry,  the 
Wexford  infantry  commanded  by  doctor  Jacob,  the 
Scarawalsh  infuntr}*,  and  the  ^Vexford  and  Taglimon 
cavalry.  Colonel  iVIaxwell’s  reinforcement  not  being 
deemed  sufncient,  a letter  was  conveyed  to  general 
Fawcett  at  Duncannon-fort  from  the  mayor  of  Wex- 
ford, imploring  further  assistance,  by  a Mr  Sutton, 
.wl)o  returned  with  the  exbilerating  tidings,  that  the  ge- 
neral would  tliat  evening  commence  bis  march  to 
Wexford  in  person,  and  bring  with  liim  the  thirteenth 
regiment,  four  companies  of  the  Meath  militia,  and  a 
party  of  artillery,  with  two  howitzers.  Colonel  Max- 
well, on  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  ; leaving  the 
five  passes,  which  lead  into  the  town,  guarded  by  the 
North  Cork  militia  and  yeomen,  took  post  with  his 
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men  on  the  followini^  morning  (^Liy  30),  on  the 
Windmill-hill  above  the  town,  \vith  Intention  to  march 
against  the  enemy  on  the  arrival  of  general  Fawcett’s 
reinforcement. 

That  general,  however,  unfortunately  for  the  royal 
cause,  advanced  no  farther  than  Taghmon,  seven  miles 
from  Wexford,  from  whence  he  sent  forward  a detach- 
ment of  eighty-eight  men,  eighteen  of  whom  belong- 
ed to  the  artillery,  with  the  two  howitzers,  the  whole 
commanded  by  captain  Adams  of  the  North  Cork  mi- 
litia. The  general  was  unacquainted  with  the  posi- 
tion of  the  rebels  at  Three  Rocks,  w hich  the  detach- 
ment was  obliged  to  pass  on  its  w^ay  to  Wexford.  At 
the  distance  of  four  miles  from  Wexford,  the  detach- 
ment observed  ten  or  twelve  men  on  an  eminence,  and 
immediately  prepared  for  action.  As  there  was  no 
further  appearance  of  resistance,  the  detachment  again 
continued  its  march  ; but  at  Three  Rocks,  they  we  r 
suddenly  attacked  by  the  insurgents,  who,  raising  a 
white  flag,  and  uttering  loud  shouts,  cut  to  pieces 
nearly  the  whole  party,  togetlier  with  captain  Adams. 
Tiie  two  howitzers  and  a considerable  quantity  of  am- 
munition were  also  taken.  The  general,  on  intelli- 
gence of  this  disaster,  instead  of  making  any  attempt 
to  recover  the  howitzers,  I’ell  back  with  precipitation  on 
Du  ncannon,  from  w'hence  he  sent  his  family  to  Eng- 
land^ detaining  the  packet-boat  two  hours  for  that 
purpose. 

INIeantime  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  colonel 
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Maxwell,  at  Wi.iflmlll'hi’I,  of  the  same  defeat  hy  lieu- 
tenant Fairclough  of  the  Meath  militia,  and  lieutenant 
Birch  of  the  artilleiy,  who  had  with  2:veat  difficulty  es- 
caped the  slaui^hter.  That  gentleman,  who  could 
have  no  suspicion  of  general  Fawcett’s  retreat,  instant- 
ly advanced  to  co-operate  in  the  attempt  he  naturally 
concluded  would  be  made  to  retake  the  liowitzers. 
When  he  arrived  within  cannon-shot  of  the  Insurgents, 
he  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  with  the  two  howitzers, 
which  they  had  drawn  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  and 
which  they  used  with  a precision,  that  evinced  the 
management  of  skilful  hands.  After  discharging  his 
six  pounder  several  times  in  return,  the  colonel  re- 
treated in  good  order  to  Wexford,  there  being  no  ap- 
pearance of  general  Favvcett’s  army,  his  flank  being  ex- 
posed by  the  flight  of  the  Taghmon  cavalry,  and  the 
insurgents  having  made  a movement  to  surround  him. 
In  this  action  lieut.  colonel  Watson  was  killed,  and 
two  priv'ates  wounded.  During  these  transactions,  the 
magnificent  wooden  bridge  of  Wexford  had  been  set 
on  lire  by  the  disaffected,  perhaps  with  a view  to  pre- 
vent the  arrival  of  succours  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  or  to  cut  otf  the  retreat  of  the  garrison, 
should  the  town  be  taken  by  the  rebels.  It  was  for- 


* This  bridge  which  was  completed  in  February,  1795,  stands 
on  seventy-five  piers  of  piles,  of  six  uprights  eacl’,  v/ith  a draw- 
bridge for  vessels  to  pass  through.  It  is  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fi  ty-four  feet  long,  and  thirty-four  broad  ; standing  ia 
twe.ity  feet  of  water.  It  was  bu-.lt  by  a subscription  of  £14,000. 
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tunately  recovered  from  the  flames  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

On  the  return  of  Colonel  Maxwell  a council  of  war 
fwas  held,  by  which  it  was  determined  that  the  town 
be  evacuated,  as  untenable,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons : — 

I.  That  the  town  of  Wexford  is  so  situated  amidst 
surrounding  hills,  as  to  be  indefensible  against  a nu- 
merous enemy*  provided  with  cannon,  by  a garrison  of 
only  six  hundred  men. 

II.  That  many  disaffected  yeomen  had  strengthen- 
ed the  enemy,  and  weakened  the  garrison,  by  desert- 
ing to  the  rebels  ; and  that  a spirit  of  mutiny  and  dis- 
obedience to  orders,  appeared  amongst  the  military, 
w'ho  were  dispirited  by  the  successes  of  the  rebels. 

III.  That  numbers  of  disaffected  persons  were 
within  the  town,  furnished  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, ready  to  assist  the  rebels,  when  they  shoidd  be- 
gin the  attack,  and  to  fire  at  the  gairison  from  the 
houses,  whilst  they  should  be  engaged  with  the  enemy 
in  defence  of  the  town. 

To  complete  the  dismay  and  distrust  of  the  garri- 
son, the  North  Cork  militia,  about  half  past  ten, 
had  deserted  their  post  near  the  barrack,  and  marched 
to  LKincannon,  in  which  retreat  they  were  joined  by 
captain  Cornock's  yeomen  infantry.  On  all  these  ac- 
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counts  colonel  Maxwell  immediately  abandoned  the 
town,  sending  two  gentlemen  to  notify  the  evacuation 
to  the  rebels,  to  prevent  its  being  treated  as  if  taken  by 
storm,  and  began  to  retreat  to  the  fort  of  Duncannon, 
twenty-three  miles  distant,  in  such  confusion,  that,  if 
the  rebels  had  pursued,  which  was  strenuously  advised 
by  some  of  the  leaders,  nearly  the  whole  must  inevita- 
bly have  been  destr  oyed.  A great  many  loyal  inhabi- 
tants, ignorant  of  the  intended  evacuation,  which  w^as 
determined  on  and  executed  with  the  greatest  preci- 
pitation, were  left  in  the  power  of  the  rebels.  Many 
of  these  crowded  on  board  the  vessels  in  the  harbour, 
in  order  to  take  refuge  in  Britain  ; but  as  most  of 
the  vessels  were  manned  by  Romanists,  few  of  thein- 
effected  their  purpose,  the  ships  returning  to  the  har- 
bour when  the  town  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
rebels,  and  re-landing  the  people.  The  insurgents 
took  possession  of  W exford  without  opposition,  to  which 
the  licentious  conduct  of  the  king’s  troops  in  their 
flight,  burning  cabins,  shooting  peasants,  and  com- 
mitting every  species  of  outrage,  sent  many  to  joia 
their  standards. 

The  northern  parts  of  the  county  of  M^exford  were, 
in  the  mean  time,  greatly  agitated,  as  well  as 
those  of  tire  south.  As  the  judicious  and  liberal  Mr 
Gordon,  rector  of  Killegny,  in  the  diocese  of  Ferns, 
by  his  residence  in  that  disturbed  part  of  the  country, 
possessed  the  most  ample  means  of  information,  was 
even  witness  himself  to  several  of  those  scenes  which  he 
relates;  and  is  justly  esteemed  for  the  veracity,  can- 
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dour,  and  impartiality  of  his  details,  we  shall  give  his 
pathetic  description  of  the  distresses  of  the  loyalists, 
in  and  about  Gorey  in  that  quarter,  in  his  own 
words  : — 

“ The  retreat  already  mentioned  of  the  yeoman  ca- 
valry  from  Oulart,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
May,  to  Gorey,  was  followed  by  great  numbers  of  the 
people  hastening  to  the  town  for  protection,  and  carry- 
ing what  they  could  of  their  effects  with  them  ; many, 
however,  through  terror  and  precipitation,  leaving  all 
behind.  As  Gorey  consisted  only  of  one  street  with 
a number  of  lanes,  was  garrisoned  by  no  more  than 
thirty  of  the  North  Cork  militia,  under  lieutenant 
Swayne,  and  a number  of  yeomen,  assisted  by  an  un- 
disciplined crowd,  some  of  whom  were  armed  only 
with  pikes,  to  abandon  the  town,  and  retreat  to  Ark- 
low,  nine  miles  to  the  north,  in  the  county  of  Wick- 
low, was  at  first  resolved  ; but  afterwards  to  defend  the 
town  was  determined,  carts  and  waggons  being  drawn 
by  w’ay  of  ramparts,  across  the  avenues  and  the  street, 
the  undisciplined  men  placed  at  the  windows  to  fire  on 
the  approaching  enemy,  and  the  disciplined  arranged 
about  the  centre  of  the  towm.  In  the  evening  arrived 
a reinforcement  of  the  Antrim  militia,  under  lieute- 
nant Elliot,  an  experienced  and  excellent  officer  ; but 
as  accounts  of  devastations  and  murders,  received  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  seemed  to  indicate  the  ap- 
proach of  an  army  of  rebels,  the  apprehensions  of 
whom  were  rendered  far  more  terrible  by  the  new^s  of 
the  North  Cork  militia  slaughtered  at  Oulart,  orders 
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were  issued  to  abandon  the  town  and  retire  to  Ark- 
low,  at  five  o’clock  on  the  following  morning,  the 
twenty-eighth  of  May. 


The  carl  of  Courtown  who  liad  resolved  to  defend 
Gorey,  if  possible,  and  who,  for  want  of  an  adequate 
force,  was  obliged  to  abandon  it,  had  embodied  a 
troop  of  yeoman  cavalry  in  Octoberj  of  the  year  179b* 
and  had  added  to  it  a body  of  infantry,  and  a consi- 
derable number  of  supplementary  men.  In  other 
parts  of  the  countiy,  where  troops  of  this  kind  had 
been  embodied,  subscriptions  had  been  raised,  and  a 
stock-purse  formed,  for  the  defraying  a variety  of 
extraordinary  expences  ; but  not  a farthing  was  con- 
tributed by  the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gorey  to  assist  the  earl,  on  whom  was  thrown  the 
whole  expence,  and  who  exerted  himself  with  an  un- 
common assiduity  and  activity.  As  he  had  performed 
much  in  the  providing  of  a force  to  obviate  or  suppress 
rebellion,  so  his  treatment  of  the  common  people,  by 
his  affable  manners,  had  been  always  sucli  as  w'as  best 
adapted  to  produce  content  in  the  lower  classes,  and 
prevent  a pronenesrs  to  insuvrcctioo.  I consider  myself 
as  bound  in  strictness  of  justice  to  society,  thus  far  to 
represent  the  conduct  of  this  nobleman.  Doubtless, 
the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gorey  were  the 
last  and  least  violent  of  all  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, in  rising  against  the  established  authority ; 
and  certainly  the  behaviour  of  the  Stopford  family 
in  that  neighbourhood,  toward  their  inferiors^' 
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Imd  al\va3's  been  remarkably  conciliating  and  hu- 
mane. 

“ As  tlie  order  to  retreat  was  very  sudden,  on  ac- 
count of  the  imagined  rapid  approach  of  a resistless  and 
ferocious  ^nemy,  a melancholy  scene  of  trepidation, 
confusion,  and  ft  ight.  was  the  consequence  ; the  af- 
frighted crowd  of  people  running  in  all  directions  for 
their  horses,  harnessing  their  cars  and  placing  tlieir 
families  on  them  with  precipitation,  and  escaping  as 
speedily  as  possible  from  the  town.  The  road  w assco-n 
filled  to  a great  extent  with  a train  of  cars  loaded  with 
women  and  children,  accompanied  by  a multitude  on 
foot,  many  of  whom  were  wmmen  with  infants  on  their 
backs.  The  weather  being  hot  and  dry,  the  cloud  of 
dust  raised  by  the  fugitive  multitude,  of  whom  I with 
my  family  was  a part,  rendered  respiration  difficult. 
The  reception  w e found  at  Arklow  was  not  well  suited 
to  our  calamitous  condition.  Almost  fainting  with 
hunger,  thirst,  fatigue,  and  want  of  sleep,  we  were 
denied  admittance  into  the  town,  by  orders  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  garrison,  captain  Rowan  of 
the  Antrim  regiment ; and  great  part  of  the  pwirer  fu- 
gitives retiring,  took  refuge  that  day  and  night  under 
the  neighbouring  hedges  ; but  the  better  sort  after  a 
little  delay,  were  admitted,  on  condition  of  quitting 
the  town  in  half  an  hour.  The  loyalists,  on  permission 
to  enter  Arklow'^,  were  obliged  to  deliver  their  arms  at 
the  gate  of  the  barrack  to  the  guard,  who  promised  to 
restore  them  ; but,  instead  of  this,  they  were  after- 
wards formed  into  a pile  in  the  yard  of  the  barrack  and 
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burned.  A man  named  Taylor,  clerk  of  Caraolin 
church,  who  made  some  scruple  to  surrender  his  arms 
was  shot  by  the  guard.  After  our  admission,  our 
situation  was  not  so  comfortable  as  we  might  have  ex- 
pected, for  no  refreshment  could  be  procured  by  money 
for  men  or  horses,  and  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants  in 
general  seemed  quite  hardened  against  us.  But,  for 
my  own  part,  I found  very  humane  treatment.  After 
remaining  some  time  in  the  street,  my  family  were 
courteously  invited  by  a lady,  to  whom  we  were  to- 
tally unknown,  a Mrs  Ilunte,  into  her  house,  where 
we  were  kindly  refreshed  with  food  and  drink  ; and  . 
a gentleman,  Mr  Joseph  Alford,  to  whom  we  were 
equally  unknown,  coming  accidently  where  we 
were,  insisted  on  our  going  to  his  house,  three  miles 
from  Arklow,  where  we  found  a number  of  refugees, 
all  of  whom  were  treated  with  the  most  humane  at- 
tention. 

“ Gorey,  meantime,  was  in  a singular  predicament- 
abandoned  by  the  loyalists,  while  the  rest  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  fear  and  dubious  anxiety,  remained  closely 
shut  within  their  houses,  insomuch  that  all  was 
in  silence  and  solitude,  except  that  an  unprincipled 
female,  frantic  with  joy  at  the  flight  of  her  imagined 
enemies,  capered  in  an  extraordinary  manner  in  the 
street  ; and  that  a pack  of  hounds  belonging  to  the  fu- 
gitive gentry,  expressed  their  feelings  on  the  occasion 
by  a hideous  and  mournful  yell  ; and  that  six  men 
who  had  been  that  morning,  though  unarmed,  taken 
prisoners^  shot  through  the  body  and  left  for  dead  in. 
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the  street,  were  writhing  with  pain — one  of  whom  ia 
particular,  was  lying  against  a wall,  and,  though  un- 
able to  speak,  threatened  with  his  fist  a protestant  who 
had  run  back  into  the  town  for  something  which  he 
had  forgotten..  The  yeomen  returned  in  a few  hours 
to  Gorey,  but  immediately  retreated  again  to  Ark- 
low  ; and  one  of  them,  in  riding  through  the  former, 
met  with  a dangerous  accident  ; — a quantity  of  gun- 
powder had  been  spilled  on  the  pavement  by  the 
militia  in  their  hasty  retreat,  which,  by  a spark  struck 
by  one  of  the  horses  shoes,  blew  up,  and  singed  both 
horse  and  man  ii>  a frightful  manner,  without,  howcveiv 
any  fatal  effects.  As  the  rebels  had  bent  their  march 
toward  the  southern  parts,  Gorey  remained  unmolest- 
ed, though  destitute  of  defence.  Filled  as  it  was  witli 
a variety  of  goods,  great  part  of  which  had  been  car- 
ried thither  for  safety  from  the  neiglibouring  parts,  it 
presented  a tempting  object  of  depredation  ; but  the. 
pilfering  of  the  lower  class  of  the  towns  people  was 
prevented  by  the  better  sort  of  Romanist  inhabitants, 
who  formed  themselves  into  guards  to  protect  the 
houses  of  their  protestant  neighbours  ; and  when  a 
multitude  of  women  had  assembled  a,t  some  distance  to 
come  and  plunder  the  town,  they  dis[)ersed  in  a fright 
on  the  receipt  of  false  new's  that  the  Ancient-British 
Regiment  of  cavalry  was  approaching.  At  length  John 
Hunter  Gowan,  Esq.  a magistrate  who  had  in  a most 
meritorious  and  successful  manner  exerted  himself  many 
years  in  the  apprehending  and  prosecuting  of  robbers, 
and  had  been  partly  rewarded  for  his  services  by  a 
pension  from  government  of  j6l00  a year,  collected  a 
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body  of  men  to  garrison  the  town.  On  the  thirtieth 
and  thirty-first  of  May,  the  greater  part  of  the 
fugitives  returned  from  Arklow  to  their  homes, 
and  the  militia  and  yeomanry,  who  had  abandoned 
Gorey  on  the  twenty-eighth,  resumed  their  station 
in  it.” 

The  insurgents  having  now  taken  possession  of  all  the 
southern  parts  of  the  county,  except  Ross  and  Dun- 
cannon  on  the  south  western  border,  began  to  turn 
their  attention  towards  the  north  also.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  rebel  force  was  marched,  on  the  thirty-first 
of  May,  to  the  Three  Rocks,  and  there  formed  into 
three  divisions,  one  under  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Har- 
vey, (who  had  been  liberated  as  soon  as  the  royal  forces 
evacuated  Wexford,)  and  Father  Philp  Roche  of  Poul- 
pearsey,  destined  to  march  against  Ross,  another  un- 
der captain  Doyle  and  captain  Redmond  of  the  Queen’s 
County,  nephew  to  father  Edward  Redmond,  of 
Ferns,  who,  with  fatlier  Kearns,  accompanied  this 
body  to  Vinegar  Hill,  d-estined  to  attack  the  beautiful 
little  town  of  Bunclody,  better  known  by  the  name  of 
Newtown-barry,  situate  ten  miles  northward  of  Ennis- 
corthy  ; and  the  third  division  under  the  command  of 
Anthony  Perry,  father  Murphy  of  Ballycannow,  and 
father  Murphy  of  Boullavogue  destined  to  march  against 
Gorey. 

Part  of  the  division  encamped  on  Vinegar^hill,  about 
five  thousand  men,  moved  to  the  attack  of  Newtown- 
barry  early  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  June.  The 
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garrison  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  of  the 
King’s  county  militia,  with  two  battalion  guns,  com- 
nianded  by  colonel  L’Estrange ; eighty  yeoman  in- 
fantry, sixty  New'town-barry  cavalry,  under  captain 
Kerr,  twenty  of  the  fourth  dragoons  and  Carlow  cavalry, 
under  captain  Cornwall,  besides  volunteers,  in  all 
about  five  hundred  men.  The  rebels  advanced  in  two 
columns  ; one  on  each  side  of  the  Slaney  ; intelligence 
of  which  was  conveyed  to  the  garrison  by  a reconnoi- 
tring party  under  captain  Kerr.  The  town  is  built  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Slaney.  Among  the  leaders  of  the 
enemy  was  Father  Kearns,  a man  of  gigantic  stature, 
and  of  undaunted  courage  and  ferocity.  The  attack 
was  begun  by  a heavy  fire  on  the  town  from  a brass  six 
pounder,  a howitzer,  and  some  swivel  guns.  Accord- 
ing to  the  common  practice  of  the  military  officers  en^- 
trusted  with  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
whether  proceeding  from  want  of  courage  or  knowledge 
of  their  profession,  it  is  not  for  us  to  determine,  colonel 
L’Estrange  abandoned  the  town  w'ith  his  troops  ; and 
w'ould  have  left  it,  an  easy  prey  to  the  rebels,  defend- 
ed only  by  a few  loyalists,  had  not  lieutenant-colonel 
Westnera  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to  march  back 
again  for  its  defence.  The  rebels,  meantime,  by  no 
means  suspicious  of  the  return  of  the  troops,  had  rush- 
ed in  confusion  into  the  town,  intent  upon  plunder 
and  devastation.  The  attack  of  the  colonel’s  men  was 
consequently  effective,  especially  as  he  was  preceded 
by  the  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  rebels  were  routed 
with  the  slaughter  of  two  hundred  men  ; while  only 
two  of  the  loyalists  were  killed.  Had  the  rebels  suc«* 
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ceeded  in  tins  enterprise,  a communication  would  have 
been  opened  between  them  and  their  brethren  in  the 
county  of  Carlow. 

Not  till  after  the  engagement  was  concluded,  a rein* 
forcement  arrived  from  Clonnegall,  two  miles  and  a 
half  distant,  under  command  of  lieutenant  Young,  of 
the  Donegal  militia,  who  had  been  ordered  to  march 
immediately  to  Newtown-barry  ; but  who  had  thought 
proper  to  delay  two  hours  in  the  execution  of  four  sus- 
picious persons,  notwithstanding  the  earnest  remon- 
strances of  many  most  respectable  inhabitants,  and  of 
lieutenant  Holmes  Justice,  an  officer  of  the  North 
Cork,  who  believed  the  sufferers  to  be  innocent.  Even 
after  this  heroic  executioner, whose  superior  discernment 
could  thus  detect  and  punish  guilt,  though  perhaps 
she  had  not  betrayed  herself  ]jy  a look,  word,  action*, 
or  even  thought,  did  set  out,  he  chose  a circuitous 
route,  upwards  of  double  the  distance  of  the  straight 
road  ; which  brought  upon  him  the  ill-natured  reflec- 
tions of  many  persons,  doubtless  eminently  deficient 
in  that  prudence  so  necessary  in  hazardous  cases,  that 
the  lieutenant  was  neither  ambitious  of  sharing  in  th^e 
honour  of  a victory,  nor  willing  to  risk  his  person 
amidst  the  disastrous  consequences  of  a defeat.  To 
such  evil-minded  persons  this  redoubtable  lieutenant 
might  have  replied  in  the  words  of  Eingal  to  his  cele- 
brated son,  Osssian, 

“ Never  seek  the  battle,  nor  shua  it  when  it  conies.” 


Ossian’s  PoEMSv 
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Tills  gentlemany  moreover,  distingnlsbed  himself 
by  a super-abundant  care  of  the  soldiery  under 
his  command ; having,  on  his  arrival  at  Clonnegall, 
not  only  insisted  that  his  men  should  be  comfortably 
situated  in  every  other  respect,  but  that  they  should 
be  accommodated  with  feather  beds,  for  which  pur- 
pose several  loyal  persons  were  turned  out  of  their  own 
beds  by  his  orders  ! To  the  remonstrances  of  other 
officers,  not  so  skilful  in  the  exercise  of  authority  as 
himself,  he  used  courageously  to  reply,  “ / am  com- 
“ manding  officer,  and  damn  the  croppies.”  After 
his  departure  to  Newtown-barry,  tiiis  gentleman  never 
returned  to  Clonnegall,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
town  remained  under  the  command  of  that  truly  le- 
spectable  officer,  lieutenant  Justice,  who  preserved  so 
strict  an  attention  to  discipline,  that,  though  Clonne- 
gait  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Carnew,  it  was  de- 
fended w ith  such  intrepidity  as  never  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  In  the  action  at  Newtown- 
barry,  two  cart  loads  of  ammunition,  &c.  were  taken. 

Hills  of  a commanding  prospect  were  always  cho- 
sen by  the  rebels  for  their  stations  or  posts.  These 
posts  they  termed  camps,  though  they  were  destitute 
of  tents,  except  a few  for  tlieir  chiefs  ; and  the  people 
remained  in  the  open  air  in  vast  multitudes,  men  ami 
women  promiscuously,  some  lying  covered  with  blan- 
kets at  night,  and  some  without  other  covering  than 
the  clothes  which  they  wore  in  the  day.  This  mode  of 
warfare  was  favoured  by  an  uninterrupted  continuance 
of  dry  and  warm  weather,  to  such  a length  of  time  as 
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IS  very  unusual  in  Ireland  in  that  season,  or  any  season 
of  the  year.  This  was  regarded  by  the  rebels  us  a 
particular  interposition  of  Providence  in  their  favour; 
and  some  among  them  are  said  to  have  declared,  in  a 
prophetic  tone,  that  not  a drop  of  rain  was  to  fall  until 
they  should  be  masters  of  all  Ireland.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  same  was  considered  by  the  fugitive  loyal- 
ists as  a merciful  favour  of  Heaven,  since  bad  weather 
must  have  miserably  augmented  their  distress,  and 
have  caused  many  to  perish.  In  these  encampments 
or  stations,  among  such  crowds  of  riotous  undiscip- 
lined men,  under  no  regular  authority,  the  greatest 
disorder  must  be  supposed  to  have  prevailed.  Often 
when  a rebel  was  in  a sound  sleep  in  the  niglit,  he  was 
robbed  by  some  associate  of  his  gun,  or  some  other 
article  at  that  time  valuable  : to  sleep  flat  on  the  belly, 
with  the  hat  and  shoes  tied  under  the  breast,  for  the 
prevention  of  stealth,  was  a custom  with  many.  They 
were  in  nothing  more  irregular  than  in  the  cooking  of 
provisions,  many  of  them  cutting  pieces  at  random  out 
of  cattle  scarcely  dead,  without  waiting  to  flay  them, 
and  roasting  those  pieces  on  the  points  of  their  pikes, 
together  with  the  parts  cf  the  hide  which  belonged  to 
them.  The  heads  of  the  cattle  were  seldom  eaten, 
but  generally  left  to  rot  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  ; 
and  so  were  often  large  parts  cf  the  carcases,  after 
many  pieces  had  been  cut  from  them  : which  practice 
miglit  in  a short  time  have  caused  a pestilence. 

“ The  station  which  the  rebels  chose,  when  they  bent 
their  force  towards  Gorey,  was  the  hill  of  Corrigrua, 
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seven  miles  towards  the  south-west  from  that  town.  A 
body  of  above  a thousand,  some  say  four  thousand, 
detached  from  this  post,  took  possession  of  the  little 
■village  of  Ballycannow,  four  miles  frcm  Gorey,  to  the 
south,  on  the  evening  of  the  first  of  June,  and  were 
advancing  to  fix  iheir  station  on  the  hill  ofBallyma- 
naan,  mid-way  between  the  above-named  village  and 
town,  w’hen  they  were  met  near  the  village  by  the  gar- 
rison of  Gorey,  who  had  marched  to  stop  their  pro- 
gress. Having  returned  liome  the  preceding  day  with 
my  family  from  Aiklow,  I happened  to  beat  that  time 
on  the  road  near  Gorey,  when  a man  on  the  top  of  a 
house  cried  out  to  me  that  all  the  country  to  the  south 
was  in  a blaze  ; for  straggling  parties  of  the  rebels  at- 
tending the  motions  of  the  main  body,  had  as  usual 
set  fire  to  many  houses.  I had  hardly  got  a view  of 
the  conflagration,  when  I heard  a discharge  of  mus- 
ketry, which  continued  some  time  without  intermis- 
sion. Since  I have  learned  the  particulars  of  this  en- 
gagement, I consider  it,  though  small  and  unnoticed, 
^s  one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  croppy  war. 

The  little  army  which  had  marched  from  Gorey 
on  this  occasion,  consisted  of  twenty  of  the  Antrim 
militia,  under  lieutenant  Elliot,  who  directed  the 
movements  of  the  whole;  tw’enty  of  the  North-Cork; 
about  fifty  yeoman  infantry,  including  supplementary 
men  ; and  three  troops  of  yeoman  cavalry,  the  last  of 
whom,  I mean  all  the  cavalry,  were  -useless  in  battle. 
As  the  rebels  had  not  procured  accurate  intelligence, 
and  as  troops  from  Dublin  had  been  some  days  ex- 
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pectcd,  the  cloud  of  dust,  excited  by  the  little  army 
of  Gorey,  caused  them  to  imagirre  that  a formidable 
force  was  coming  against  them.  Under  this  persua- 
sion, they  disposed  not  themselves  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, for  they  might  easily  have  surronnded  and  de- 
stroyed the  little  band  opposed  to  them.  They  at- 
tempted it  however  in  a disorderly  manner;  but  so 
regular  and  steady  a fire  was  maintained  by  the  mi- 
litia, particularly  the  Antrim,  that  the  half-disciplined 
supplementals  of  the  yeomen,  encouraged  thereby, 
behaved  with  equal  steadiness  *,  and  such  was  the  effect, 
that  the  rebels  were  totally  rotated,  and  fled  in  the 
utmost  confusion  in  all  directions.  The  yeomen  ca- 
valry, notwithstanding  repeated  orders  from  lieute- 
nant Elliot,  delayed  too  long,  through  mistake  of  one 
of  their  officers,  to  pursue  the  runaways,  otherwise  a 
great  slaughter  might  have  been  made.  The  victori- 
ous band  advancing,  fired  some  houses  in  Ballycan- 
now,  and  spread  such  a terror,  that  no  attempt  wai 
made  against  them  from  the  post  of  Corrigrua  ; so  that 
they  returned  safely  to  Gorey^  with  above  a hundred 
captive  horses  and  other  spoil. 

“ In  this  engagement,  and  all  others  in  tlie  begin- 
ning of  the  rebellion,  the  rebels  elevated  their  guns  too 
much  for  execution,  so  that  only  three  loyalists  were 
wounded,  none  killed.  The  number  of  slain  on  the 
opposite  side  was  probably  about  sixty,  perhaps  near 
a hundred.  Many  fine  horses,  which  the  routed  party 
was  obliged  to  leave  behind,  were  by  them  killed  or 
maimed,  that  they  might  be  rendered  useless.  Tl>e 
VoL.  II.  E 
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Lardiness  and  ag^ility  of  the  labouring  classes  of  the 
Irish  were  on  this,  and  other  occasions  in  the  course  of 
the  rebellion,  very  remarkable.  Their  swiftness  of 
foot,  and  activity  in  passing  over  brooks  and  ditches, 
were  such  that  they  could  not  always  in  crossing  the 
fields  be  overtaken  by  horsemen ; and  with  so  much 
strength  of  constitution  were  they  found  to  be  endued, 

, that  to  kill  them  was  difficult,  many,  after  a multi- 
tude of  stabs,  not  expiring  till  their  necks  were  cut 
across.  In  fact,  the  number  of  persons  who  in  the  va- 
rious battles,  massacres,  and  skirmishes  of  this  war,, 
were  shot  through  the  body,  and  recovered  of  their 
wounds,  has  greatly  surprised  me.  A small  occur- 
rence after  the  battle,  of  which  a son  of  mine  w^as  a 
witness,  may  help  to  illustrate  the  slate  of  the  country 
at  that  lime: — Two  yeomen  coming  to  a brake  or 
clump  of  bushes,  and  observing  a small  motion  as  if 
some  })ersons  were  hiding  there,  one  of  them  fired 
into  it,  and  the  shot  was  answered  by  a irjost 
■piteous  and  loud  screech  of  a child.  The  other  yeo- 
man was  then  urged  by  his  companion  to  fire;  but  he 
being  a gentleman,  and  less  ferocious,  instead  of  fir- 
ing, commanded  the  concealed  persons  to  appear 
when  a poor  woman  and  eight  chlldre'n,  almost  naked, 
one  of  whom  was  severely  wounded,  came  trembling 
from  the  brake,  where  they  had  secreted  themselves 
for  safety. 

“ Disappointed  by  the  defeat  at  Ballycannow,  of 
taking  post  on  Ballymanaan-hill  on  the  first  of  June, 
and  of  advancing  thence  to  Gorey  on  the  second,  the 
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rel)cj  army  on  Corrigrua-hill  remained  in  that  station 
till  the  fourth.  Meantime  t/he  long  and  anxiously 
expected  army  under  major-general  Loftus  arrived  in 
Gorey.  The  sight  of  fifteen  hundred  fine  troops, 
with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  filled  every  loyal  breast 
with  confidence,  insomuch  that  not  a doubt  was  en-^ 
tertaiiied  of  the  immediat  e and  total  dispersion  of  the 
rebels.  The  plan  was  to  march  the  army  in  two  divi- 
sions, by  two  different  roads,  to  the  post  of  Corri- 
grua,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  with  combined  forces, 
in  which  attack  they  expected  the  co-operation  of 
some  other  troops.  But  while  this  arrangement  was- 
made,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  by  the  army,  the  rebels 
were  preparing  to.  quit  Cqrrigrua,  and  to  march  to 
Gorey;  for  by  a letter  from  Gorey  to  a priest  named 
Philip  Roche,  then  in  bed  in  the  house  of  Richard 
Donovan,  esq.  of  Bally  more,  at  the  foot  of  the  above- 
mentioned  hill,  information  was  received  by  the  rebel 
chiefs,  about  one  o'clock  in  dhe  morning,  of  the  in- 
tended motions  of  the  army.  The  publicity  of  the 
adopted  plan  of  operations,  by  which  the  disaifected 
in  the  town  were  enabled  to  give  this  information  to 
the  enemy,  was  yvrobably  occasioned  by  the  impru- 
dence of  colonel  Walpole,  who  claimed  an  indepen- 
dent and  discretionary  command.  Intelligence  of  the 
plan  of  the  rebels  march  was  carried  to  the  army  with 
the  most  eager  dispatch,  by  a respectable  farmer  cal- 
led Thomas  Dowling,  who  made  application  to  several 
officers,  all  of  whom  despised  his  information,  and 
some  threatened  him  with  imprisonment  if  he  should 
not  cease  his  nonsense, — The  army  began  its  march  in 
- E 2 
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two  divisions,  according  to  the  above  plan,  about  tl/e 
same  time  that  the  rebels  began  theirs  in  one  body,. 
The  latter  were  met  nearly  mid-way  between  Gorey 
and  Covrigrua  by  the  division  under  colonel  Walpole 
— a gentleman  much  more  fit  for  the  place  of'  a cour-- 
tier  than  that  of  a military  leader.  As  no  scouts  nor.- 
flanking  parties  were  employed  by  this  commander,, 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  until 
he  actually  saw  them,  at  the  distance  of  a few  yards, 
advancing  on  him  in  a place  called  Tubberneering. 
V/alpole  seems  not  to  have  been  deficient  in  courage.. 
The  action  commenced  in  a confused  manner.  The 
rebels  poured'  a tremendous  fire  from  the  fields  on 
Loth  sides  of  the  road,  and  he  received  a ball  through 
the  head  in  a few  minutes.  His  troops  fled  in  the  ut- 
most disorder,  leaving  their  cannon,  consisting  of  two 
iix-pounders  and  a smaller  piece,  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  They  were  pursued  as  far  as  Gorey,  in  their 
flight  through  which,  they  were  galled  by  a fire  of  guns 
from  some  of  the  houses,  w'here  some  rebels  had  taken 
their  station.  The  unfortunate  loyalists  of  Gorey, 
who  a few  minutes  before  had  thought  themselves  per- 
fectly secure,  fled,  as  many  as  could  escape,  td  Ark- 
low  with  the  routed  army,  leaving  all  their  effects  be- 
hind. 

“ While  Walpole’s  division  was  engaged  w'itb  the  ene- 
mj",  general  Loftus,  marching  by  a different  road, 
that  of  Eallycannow,  and  hearing  the  noise  of  battle, 
detached  seventy  men,  the  grenadier  company  of  the 
Antrim  militia,  across  the  fields  to  its. assistance.  This 
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body  was  intercepted  by  the  rebels,  who  were  in  pur- 
suit of  the  routed  army,  and  almost  all  killed  or 
taken  ; and  as  near  forty  men  of  Walpole’s  division 
were  lost,  the  detriment  on  the  whole  amount  Was 
considerable.  Meanwhile  the  general,  ignorant  of 
the  colonel’s  fate,  and  unable  to  bring  his  artillery 
across  the  fields,  continued  his  march  along  the  high- 
way, and  coming  round  bj^  a long  circuit  to  the  field 
of  battle,  was  at  last  made  acquainted  with  the  event. 
He  then  followed  the  march  of  the  rebels  towards 
Gorey,  and  coming  within  view  of  them,  found  them 
posted  on  Gorey-hill,  a commanding  eminence,  at  the 
foot  of  \^hich  the  town  is  built.  Convinced  that  he^ 
could  neither  attack  them  in  their  post  with  any  pro- 
spect of  success,  nor  pass  by  them  into  the  towij  with- 
out great  hazard,  he  retreated  to  Carnew,  and  in  his  = 
retreat  was  sainted  with  a fire  of  the  artillery  of  the 
rebels  from  the  top  of  the  hill,^  whither  they  had,  by 
strength  of  men,  drawn  the  cannon  taken  from  Wal- 
pole’s troops,  beside  some  piec'fes  brought  from  Wex- 
ford. Thinking  Carnew  an  unsafe  post,  though  the 
gentlemen  of  that,  neighbourhood  thought,  and  still 
think,  quite  otherwise,  as  lie  was  there  at  the  head  of 
twelve  hundred  effective  men,  he  abandoned  that  part 
of  the  country  to  the  rebels,  and  retreated  nine  miles 
farther,  to  the  town  of  Tuilow,  in  the  county  of 
Carlow.” 

Had  the  insurgents  followed  up  this  signal  advan- 
tage, and  proceeded  irnuiediately  to  Arklowand  Wick- 
low, those  towns  must  inevitably  have  yielded  t« 
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their  victorious  arms;  and  thus  they  would  have  open* 
ed  a passage  to  the  metropolis : — But  instead  of  acting 
on  this  occasiop  with  that  celerity  so  necessary  in  their 
' then  posture  of  affairs,  they  lost  five  days  in  the 
plunder  of  Gorey  and  its  vicinity,  destroying  at  the 
same  time  the  church,  and  the  two  elegant  seats  of 
Messrs  Rams  at  Clonaltin  and  Ramsfort. 


G'H  A P..  VHI. 


jTHE  body  of  rebels  under  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Har-»' 
vey,  destined  to'  attack  Ross,  who  had  encamped  on 
Carrickbyrne-hill,  were  in  the  meantime  acquiring  a 
great  increase  of  numbers.  They  continued  in  their 
encampment  four  days,  during  which  period  parties 
were  dispatched  throughout  the  adjacent  country  to 
bring  in  loyalists,  who  were  tried  by  a court-martial. 
Several  of  these  were  executed  on  the  first  of  June. 
Others  were  imprisoned  in  the  house  and  barn  of  Mr 
King  of  Scullabogue  under  Carrickbyrne-hill. 

On  the  fourth  of  June,  Harvey  moved  “to  Corbet- 
hlll,  one  mile  from  Ross,  which  he  was  determined  to 
attack  with  his  whole  force  on  the  following  morning, 
leaving  at  Carrickbyrne  a strong  guard  of  three  hun* 
died  men,  under  Father  John  Murphy.  The  rebel 
force  amounted  to  about  twenty  thousand  men.  The 
garrison,  consisting  of  about  twelve  hundred  effective 
men,  commanded  by  general  Johnson,  together  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yeomen,  continued  under  arms 
all  night.  About  four  in  the  morning,  Bagenal  Har- 
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vey,  confident  of  success,  but  at  the' same  time  eager 
to  save  the  effusion  of  blood,  sent  a Mr  Furlong  with  a 
flag  of  truce  to  summon  the  garrison  to  surrender. 
This  gentleman  was  most  imprudently  shot ; a prac- 
tice, amongst  many  others  equally  laudable,  too  com- 
mon with  the  military  officers  during  the  rebellion. 
This,  of  all  their  actions,  however,  was  certainly  the 
most  culpable.  Without  entering  into  any  discussion 
on  the  right  or  wrong  principles  by  which  the  leaders 
of  rebellion  were  induced  to  take  arms  against  the  go- 
vernment, certainly  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in 
saying  that  persons  sent  with  proposals  from  them 
ought  to  have  been  held  sacred.  Loyalists,  who  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  taken  by  the  rebels,  and  compel- 
led to  accompany  them,  were  deterred  from  attempt- 
ing to  escape  to  any  royal  troops,  which  they  might  of- 
ten have  done,  lest  they  sliould  be  mistaken  for  rebel 
messengers,  and  put  to  death  before  they  could  make 
themselves  koown.  For  the  same  reason  such  rebels 
as  might  be  inclined  to  return  to  their  allegiance  were 
withheld  from  taking  a step  so  salutary.  Besides, 
might  not  a whole  body  of  insurgents  by  communica- 
tions of  this  kind  have  offered  to  lay  down  their  arms  ? 
The  rebels,  also,  treated  in  this  manner,  must  have 
been  rendered  doubly  ferocious,  and  considering 
themselves  as  devoted  to  destruction  should  they  fail  in 
their  enterprise,  be  driven  by  desperation  to  retaliate 
with  signal  vengeance  on  the  unhappy  loyalists  who 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  tlieir  possession.  On 
the  person  of  Furlong  was  found  the  summons,  which 
was  couched  as  follows  ; 
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Summons  to  the  Commander  of  the  Garrison  of  Ross* 

“ Sir, — As  a friend  to  humanity,  I request  you  will 
surrender  the  town  ofRoss  to  the  Wexford  forces,  now 
assembled  against  that  town.  Your  resistance  will  but 
provoke  rapine  and  plunder  to  the  ruin  of  the  most  in- 
nocent. Flushed  with  victory,  the  Wexford  forces, 
now  innumerable  and  irresistible,  will  not  be  controul 
ed  if  they  meet  vviih  resistance.  To  prevent,  there- 
fore, the  total  ruin  of  all  property  in  the  town,  I urge 
you  to  a speedy  surrender,  which  you  will  be  forced 
to  in  a few  hours,  with  loss  and  bloodshed,  as  you  are 
surrounded  on  all  sides.  Your  answer  is  required  in 
four  hours.  Mr  Furlong  carries  this  letter,  and  will 
bring  the  answer. 

I am,  Sir, 

B.  B.  HARVEY, 

Camp  at  Corbet-liill,  hain  General,  commanding,  &c.  &c. 

past  three  o’clock,  morn-  > 

• i)ig,  June  5,  1793.  J 

Harvey  had  formed  a plan  for  the  attack  on  three 
parts  of  the  town  at  once,  which  in  all ' probability 
would  have  succeeded  if  put  in  execution.  After  dis- 
patching Furlong  wdth  the  summons,  however,  while 
he  was  busily  employed  in  arranging  the  troops  for  the 
assault,  a very  galling  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  out- 
posts of  the  garrison.  To  disperse  the  troops  who  gave 
this  annoyance,  he  ordered  one  Kelly,  a young  man  of 
the  most  intrepid  courage,  to  put  himself  at  the  head 
•ffive  hundred  men  and  attack  them.  In  pursuance 
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of  this  order,  which  he  executed  with  precision,  he  was 
followed  in  a confused  manner  hy  many  more  of  the 
insurgents  than  he  had  occasion  for.  These,  instead/' 
of  returning  to  the  main  body  after  driving  in  the  out- 
posts, as  they  had  been  ordered,  elated  with  success, 
rushed  with  impetuosity  into  the  town,  drove  back  the 
cavalry  upon  the  infantry,  and  seemed  to  have  been  for 
sometime  complete  masters  of  it,  into  which,  follow-  • 
ing  the  successful  career  of  their  companions,  crowds 
from  the  hill  entered  with  tremendous  shouts.  From 
an  idea  that  the  victory  was  already  decisive  in  favour 
of  the  rebels,  several  officers  of  the  garrison  immediate- 
ly retreated  to  Waterford.  The  rebels  were  prevented 
from  penetrating  into  the  centre  of  the  town  by  the 
Dublin  aud  Donegal  militia,  stationed  at  the  market- 
house  and  a place  called  Fairgate,  where  they  firmly 
maintained  their  posts  ; while  general  Johnson  and  a 
merchant  named  M‘Cormick,  a man  of  lofty  stature 
and  great  courage,  distinguished  during  the  whole  ac- 
tion in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  engagement  by  a brazen 
helmet,  and  who  had  served  some  time  in  the  army, 
were  labouring  with  the  utmost  assiduity  to  rally  and 
animate  the  discomfited  troops,  who  had  fled  across 
the  river  to  the  Kilkenny  side.  They  were  again 
brought  back  to  action,  when  a most  desperate  engage- 
ment was  maintained,  with  the  greatest  resolution  on 
both  sides,  for  ten  hours.  The  rebels  had  already  fired 
a number  of  houses,  as  at  Enniscorthy,.  and  were 
pushing  with  vigour  for  the  bridge.  General  Johnson 
on  this  planted  several  guns  at  the  lanes  leading  from 
Church-lane  and  Nevill e-street,  and  one  at  the  aid 
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aiarket-place  where  he  for  some  time  stationed  himself. 
These  did  dreadful  ej?ecution.  Whole  ranks  were 
snowed  down  at  once  ; but  such  was  the  resolution 
of  the  assailants  that  fresh  men  constantly  presented' 
themselves  with  renovated  ardour,  filling  up  the  gaps, 
and  seemingly,  by  approaching  within  a few  yards  of 
the  guns,  courting  the  fate  they  met  with.  One  man 
in  particular,  with  an  undaunted  courage  perhaps  ne- 
ver equalled,  rushed  forward,  clapped  his  hand  upon 
a cannon,  and  stuffing  into  her  his  hat  and  wig,  as  far 
as  his  arm  could  reach,  called  out  to  his  associates, 
“ Blood-and-ounds  ! come  on  boys  ! her  mouth  is 
“ stopt.*’  At  that  instant  the  gunner  applied  the 
match,  when  this  illiterate  and  unfortunate  hero  was 
blown  to  atoms.  Thrice  were  the  rebels  driven  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  town  with  dreadful  slaughter,  and  as 
often,  rallied  by  their  leaders,  were  they  brought 
back  again,  recovering  some  ground  each  time.  At 
length,  however,  they  were  repulsed,  after  the  most 
obstinate  and  bloody  battle  during  the  course  of  the 
croppy  war.  The  loss  of  the  rebels  exceeded  onethou- 
sand  men.  That  of  the  military  was  about  two  hun- 
dred, among  whom  was  lord  Mountjoy,  colonel  of  the 
county  of  Dublin  militia,  and  cornet  Ladwell  of  the 
5th  dragoons.  General  Johnson  had  two  horses  killed 
under  him.  The  rebels  left  fourteen  swivel  guns  and 
four  canndn  on  ship  carriages  behind  them,  which  were 
taken  by  the  royal  army. 

Besides  the  irregular  manner  in  which  this  attack 
was  made  (Harvey’s  plan  being  totally  neglected),  per- 
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baps  not  above  five  thousand  of  the  rebels  descended 
from  Corbet-hill  to  share  in  the  action  ; and  many, 
as  soon  as  the  engagmement  commenced,  fled  home, 
and  gave  exulting  accounts  of  the  success  of  the  day, 
which  they  fancied  was  inevitable.  An  artillery-man, 
a prisoner,  who  had  been  attached  to  one  of  the  rebel 
cannons,  was  ordered  to  level  her,  and  threatened  with 
death  should  he  not  do  properly  what  they  termed  his 
duty.  'He aimed  too  high,  which,  whether  he  acted, 
in  such  a situation,  properly  or  not,  was  instantly  re- 
warded with'death.  The  following  account,  though 
considerably  exaggerated,  given  by  a military  man,  of 
the  battle,  we  insert,  as  it  contains  a pretty  adequate 
idea  of  the  general  tumult  and  horror  of  the  scene. 

“ The  advanced  rebels  drove  before  them  a number 
of  cattle,  to  throw  our  army  into  confusion,  which  was 
in  some  measure  prevented,  by  a few  discharges  of  grape- 
shot.  The  action  commenced  by  the  4th  flank  batta- 
lion ; indeed  such  a close  well-directed  fire  I never 
saw,  being  an  idle  spectator  for  upwards  of  two  hours 
and  a half.  About  seven  o’clock  the  army  began  to 
retreat  in  every  direction.  I commanded  a six-pounder 
field-piece.  The  rebels  came  pouring  into  the  town  like 
a flood, andhuman  blood  began  to  flow  down  the  streets. 
Though  hundreds  were  blown  to  pieces  by  our  grape- 
shot,  yet  thousands  behind  them,  being  intoxicated 
with  drinking  during  the  night,  and  void  of  fear,  rush- 
ed upon  us,  as  if  courting  their  fate.  The  cavalry 
were  now  ordered  to  make  a charge  through  them,  when 
a terrible  carnage  ensued ; they  were  cut  down  like 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 


43 


^ass  *,  but  the  pikemen  being  called  to  the  front,  and 
our  swords  being  too  short  to  reach  them,  obliged  our 
horse  to  retreat,  which  put  us  in  some  confusion.  We 
kept  up  the  action  till  about  half  past  eight  ; which 
was  maintained  with  such  obstinacy  on  both  side's,  that 
it  was  doubtful  who  would  keep  the  field.  They  then 
began  to  burn  and  destroy  the  town,  it  was  on  fire  in 
many  places  in  about  fifteen  minutes.  By  this  time 
the  rebels  advanced  as  far  as  the  main-guard,  where 
there  was  a most  bloody  conflict,  with  the  assistance 
of  two  ship  guns  placed  in  the  street,  they  killed  a 
great  number  of  them,  and  beat  them  back  for  some 
time.  The  Dublin  county  regiment,  headed  by  their 
colonel,  made  another  attack  on  the  rebels  ; the  action 
being  now  revived  in  all  quarters  of  the  town  with  dou- 
ble fury,  many  heroes  fell,  and  among  them  the 
brave  Mountjoy,  which  so  exasperated  his  regiment, 
that  they  fought  like  furies — -now  indeed  was  the  scene 
bloody.  Our  forces  the  third  time  being  overpowered, 
by  the  weight  of  such  a bod}’^  pouring  down  upon  us, 
we  retreated  beyond  the  bridge,  when  General  John- 
son came  galloping  up  crying  “ soldiers,  I will  lay 
“ my  bones  this  day  in  Ross,  will  you  let  me  lie 
“ alone  ?” 

Major  Vesey,  of  the  Dublin  county,  the  next  in 
command  to  Lord  Mountjoy,  led  his  men  over  the 
bridge  again,  exhorting  them  to  revenge,  for  the  loss 
of  their  colonel.  The  w hole  brigade  (except  somew'ho 
fled  to  Waterford)  being  led  on  by  general  Johnson, 
(as  brave  a commander  as  ever  drew  a sword,)  were  de- 
VoL.  II.  . F 
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- tcrmlned  to  take  the  town,  to  conquer  or  to  die. 
Again  we  opened  a tremendous  fire  on  the  rebels, 
which  was  as  fiercely  returned.  We  re-took  the  can- 
non which  was  taken  from  the  king’s  forces  in  a for- 
mer engagement,  and  turned  them  on  the  rebels. 
The  gun  I commanded  being  called  to  the  main-guard, 
shocking  was  it  to  see  the  dreadful  carnage  that  was 
there,  it  continued  for  half  an  hour,  it  was  obstinate 
and  bloody  the  thundering  of  cannon  shook  the  town, 
the  windows  were  shivered  in  pieces  with  the  dreadful 
.concussion  ; I believe  there  were  five  hundred  bodies 
lying  in -the  main-street.  The  rebels  w’ere  so  despe- 
.rate  that  they  frequently  came  within  a few  yards  of 
,our  guns. 

The  action  was  doubtful  from  four  in  the  morning, 
dill  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  rebels  gave  way  in 
every  quarter,  and  shortly  after  fled  precipitately  in 
.every  direction,  leaving  behind  them  all  their  cannon, 
baggage,  'provisions,  wine,  whiskey,  brandy,  &c. 
It  was  past  five  before  w'e  finally  routed  them  ; when 
they  made  the  best  of  their  w'ay  to  Carrickbyrne.  As 
nearly  as  can  be  computed,  the  rebels  had  two -thou- 
sand six  hundred  killed,  and  a great  number  wounds, 
ed,  and  a great  number  mortally.  I know  soldiers 
who  fired  one  hundred  and  twenty  rounds  of  ball-car^ 
tridge,  and  -I  fired  twenty-one  rounds  of  cannister^" 
shot,  with  the  field-piece  I commanded.” 

On  the  morning  after  the  engagement  the  towm  pre- 
sented a most  hideous  spectacle.  Upwards  of  four 
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hundred  houses  were  consumed,  and  a multitude  of 
dead  bodies  were  lying  in  the  streets.  The  greater 
part  of  these  were  thrown  into  a gravel  pit  and  covered 
over,  or  precipitated  into  the  river,  where  they  were 
carried  oft’  by  the  tide,’ 

Had  the  insurgents  'succeeded  in’  obtaining  posses-’’ 
sion  of  Ross,  the  whole  province  of  Munster  would- 
have  risen  in  rebellion,  as  messengers  were  ready  to 
be  dispatched  from  Waterford,  to  suinmori  the  people 
of  the  south  to  appear  in  arms. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  fifth  of  June,  one  of 
the  rebels,  who  had  in  a cowardly  manner  fted  from 
the  battle  of  Ross,  came  galloping  to  Scullabogue, 
where  the  protestant  prisoners,  as  already  observed, 
were  confined ; and  declaring  that  the  garrison  of 
Ross  were  massacring  the  catholics,  feigned  an  order 
from  general  Harvey  to  put  the  loyalists  to  death.  As 
John  Murphy,  who  commanded  the  guard,  wished  to 
save  the  prisoners,  he  strenuously'  declared  that  not  a 
man  of  them  should  be  touched  without  written  ordei'a 
from  the  general  himself.  About  an  hour  afterwards, 
another  rebel  arrived,  exclaiming  “ Our  friends  are 
“ all  destroyed  at  Ross! — Murder  the  prisoners 
Still  Murphy  would  not  suffer  them  to  be  injured. 
About  ten  o’clock,*  however,  a third  arrived  ; saying, 
“ The  priest  has  sent  orders  to  put  all  the  prisoners 
to  death.”  On  this  the  guard  iiumediately  stripped 
off  their  coats,  considering  it  impiety  to  delay  a mo- 
ment in  executing  the  sacredotal  mandate.  After  the 
F 2 
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usual  ceremony  of  crossing  and  blessing  themselves 
before  executions,  they  parted  into  two  divisons,  one 
proceeding  to  the  barn,  into  which  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  persons  had  been  crammed,  the  other  to 
Mr  King^s  house,  where  were  confined  thirty-seven 
persons,  who  were  shot  or  killed  by  pikes  before  the 
hall  door.  The  execrable  scene  which  took  place  at 
the  barn  Avas  horrible  beyond  description,  and  is  a me- 
lancholy example  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  religious 
bigotry,  and  an  intolerant  spirit  on  the  human  mind. 
The  executioners  having  mounted  the  walls  of  the 
barn  by  ladders,  and  having  set  fire  to  the  thatched 
icof,  the  miserable  prisoners  rushed  to  the  back  door, 
which  their  unitc'd  weight  burst  open.  Here,  how- 
ever, tliey  were  received  by  the  rebels,  who'  pushed 
them  again  into  the  flames  with  their  pikes,  discharg- 
ed their  pieces  amongst  them,  and  introduced  at  the 
same  time  bundles  of  lighted  straw.  One  unfortunate 
v/oraan,  widow  to  a North-Cork  militia-man  who  had 
, been  slain  at  Oulurt,  having  her  child  in  her  arms, 
with  all  the  wretchedness  and  anxiety  of’  a mother, 
wrapped  it  in  her  cloak  and  threw  it  among  the  rebels, 
in  the  vain  hope  that  they  would  respect  its  tender 
age.  An  inhuman  monster  stuck  it  on  his  pike,  and 
with  a diabolical  execration,  tossed  it  into  the  fire. 
Another  child  by  some  means  had  crept  cut  of  the 
barn,  and  hiding  along  the  wall  behind  tbe  door,  lay 
there  concealed  till  the  massacre  was  completed  : when 
at  length,  fatally  discovered,  it  was.'pierced  through 
the  body,  and  expired  in  convulsions.  Twenty  wo- 
men and  children  in  all  were  inclosed  in  the  barn  : in 
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which  there  were  also  fifteen  Romanists,  one  of  whom  ^ 
was  father  Shallow’s  clerk.  On  the  ninth  of  June  the 
skeletons  w'ere  cleared  out  of  the  barn,  thrown  into  a 
hole,  and  slightly  covered  with  sods. 

After  the  defeat  at  Ross,  Bagenal  Harvey  re-occu- 
pied, on  the  same  night,  his  former  station  on  Car-  * 
rickbyrne,  in  the  greatest  distress  and  anxiety  of  mind. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  this  humane  leader  w'as 
shocked  by  intelligence  of  the  massacre  at  Sculla- 
bogue,  and  of  the  oiher  atrocious  actions  of  the  rebels,  - 
To  put  a stop  if  possible  to  those  iniquitous  proceed- 
ings, he  immediately  issued  the  following  severe  pro- 
clamation * 

Cineral  Orders  issued  in  consequence  of  the  Defeat  at-^  ' 
Ross,  and  the  ]\Iassacre  at  ScuUatogiie, 

At  a meeting  of  the  general  and  several  officers  of  the, 
united  army  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  the  follow-  ' 
ing  resolutions  were  agreed  upon  : — 

“ Resolved,  that  the  commander  in  chief  shall  * 
send  guards  to  certain  baronies,  for  the  purpose  of  • 
bringing  in  all  men  they  shall  find  loitering  and  delay- 
ing at  home  or  elsewhere;  and  if  any  resistance  be 
given  to  those  guards,  so  to  be  sent  by  the  command-  * 
ing  officer’s- orders,  it  is  our  desire  and  orders,  that 
such  persons  so  giving  resistance  shall  be  liable  to  be 
put  to  death  by  the  guards,  who  are  to  bear  a com- 
Biission  for  that  purpose;  and  all  such  persons  fcund 
F 3 • 
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p to  be  so  loitering  and  delaying  at  home,  when  brought 
in  by  the  guards,  shall  be  tried  by  a court-martial, 
appointed  and  chos'en  from  among  the  commanders  of 
all  the  different  corps,  and  be  punished  with  death. 

“ Resolved,  that  all  officers  shall  immediately  re- 
pair to  their  respective, quarters,  and  remain  with  their 
different  corps,  and  not  to  depart  therefrom  under 
pain  of  death ; unless  authorised  to  quit  by  written 
orders  from  the  commander  in  chief  for  that  purpose. 

V 

“ It  is  also  ordered,  that  a guard  shall  be  kept  in 
the  rear  of  the  different  armies,  with  orders  to  shoot 
all  persons  who  shall  fly  or  desert  from  any  engage- 
ment; and  that  these  orders  shall  be  taken  notice  of 
by  all  officers  commanding  such  engagement. 

“ All  men  refusing  to  obey  their  superior  officers, 
to  be  tried  by  a court-martial,  and  punished  according 
'to  their  sentence. 

‘‘  It  is  also  ordered,  that  all  men  who  shall  attempt 
to  leave  their  respective  quarters,  when  they  have  been 
halted  by  the  commander  in  chief,  shall  suffer  death  ; 
unless  they  shall  have  leave  from  their  officers  for  so 
doing. 


“ It  is  ordered  by  the  commander  in  chief,  that  all- 
persons  who  have  stolen  or  taken  away  any  horse  or 
horses,  shall  immediately  bring  in  all  such  horses  to 
the  camp,  at  head-quarters;  otherwise  for  any  horse 
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that  shall  be  seen  or  found  in  the  possession  of  any 
person  to  whom  he  does  not  belong,  'that  person  shall, 
©n  being  convicted  thereof,  suffer  death  : — 

“ And  any  goods  that  shall  have  been  plundered 
from  any  house,  if  not  brought  into  head-quarters,  or 
.returned  immediately  to  the  houses  or  owners,  that 
all  persons  so  plundering  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  being 
convicted  thereof,  suffer  death. 

“ It  is  also  resolved,  that  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  take  upon  them  to  kill  or  murder  any  person  or 
prisoner,  burn  any  house,  or  commit  any  plunder, 
without  special  written  orders  from  the  commander  in 
chief,  shall  suffer  death. 

By  order  of 

B.  B.  Harvey,  Commander  in  chief, 

• Francis  Breen,  Sec.  and  Adj. 

Head-quarters,  Carrickburn  camp, 

June  6,  1798. 

With  the  same  laudable  intention  was  also  issued 
the  following  proclamation  : — 

\ 

To  the  People  of  Ireland* 

“ Countrymen  and  fellow-soldiers  ! 

“Your  patriotic  exertions  in- the  cause  of  your 
country  have  hitherto  exceeded  your  most  sanguine 
expectations,  and  in  a short  time  must  ultimately  be 
crowned  wdth  success.  Liberty  has  raised  her  droop- 
ing head  : thousands  daily  flock  to  her  standard  : the 
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-voice  of  her  children  every  where  prevails.  Let  ui  ‘ 
then,  in  the  mcAnent  of  triumph,  return  thanks  to 
the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  that  a total  stop 
has  been  put  to  those  sanguinary  measures  which  of 
late  were  but  too  often  resorted  to  by  the  creatures  of  ' 
government,  to  keep  the  people  in  slavery. 

“ Nothing  now,  my  countrymen,  appears  necessary 
to' secure  the  conquests  you  have  so  bravely  won,  but 
an  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of  your  chiefs  ; - 
for  through  a want  of  proper  subordination  and^disci-  - 
pline,  all  may  be  enjdangered,^ » 

“ At  this  eventful  period,  all  Europe  must  admire^  ^ 
and  posterity  will  read  with  astonishment,  the  heroie  ' 
acts  achieved  by  people  strangers  to  military  tactics,  • 
and  having  few  professional  commanders;  but  what  - 
power  can  resist  men  fighting  for  liberty  ! 

“ In  the  moment  of  triumph,  my  countrymen,  let  ^ 
not  your  victories  be  tarnished  with  any  wanton  act  of  ' 
cruelty  Many  of  those  unfortunate  men  in  prison  ‘ 
were  not  your  enemies  from  principle:  rhostof  thein  ' 
compelled  by  necessity,  were  obliged  to  oppose  you  : ' 
neither  let  a difterence  in  religious* seatiments  cause  a 
difference  among  the  people.  Recur  to  the  debates  in  ' 
the  Irish  house  of  lords  of  the  ipth  of  February  last  : 
you  will  there  see  a patriotic  and  enlightened  protes-  ' 
taut  bishop,  with  manly  eloquence,  pleading  for  ca- 
tholic emancipation  and  parliamentary  reform,  in  op-  - 
position  to  the  haughty  arguments  of  the  lord  chav>»  • 
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eellor,  and  the  powerful  opposition  of  his  fello\r- 
courtiers. 

“ To  promote  a union  of  brotherhood  and  affection 
among  our  countrymen  of  all  religious  persuasions, 
has  been  our  principal  object:  we  have  sworn  in  the 
’■^mst  solemn  manner,  have  associated  for  this  laudable 
purpose,  and  no  power  on  earth  shall  shake  our  reso- 
lution.. 

“ To  my  protestant  soldiers,  I feel  much  indebted 
for  their  gallant  behaviour  in  the  field,  where  they 
exhibited  signal  proofs  of  bravery  in  the  cause. 

, N “ Edward  Roche.’*' 

Wexford,  June  7th,  179S. 

These  proclamations  had  not  the  desired  effect  andf 
Harvey  appears  consequently  to  have  sunk  into  a state 
of  horror  and  dejection.  The  following  letter,  in  an- 
swer to  a request  from  Mr  Francis  Glascott,  for  his 
protection,  will  best  shew  the  state  of  this  unfortunate 
gentleman’s  mind,,  who  had  resigned  a command 
which  was  nothing  more  than  nominal,  and  afterwards  ^ 
retiring  to  Wexford,  was  appointed  president  of  the 
council,  which  consisted  of  a few  leading  members  of 
the  lateh'-erected  republic,  entrusted  with  the  regu-^ 
lation  of  its  affairs : 

• 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ I received  your  letter;  but  what  to  do  for  you  1. 
know  not.  . I from  my  heart  wish  to  protect  all  pro- 
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perty  ; I can  scarce  protect  myself ; and  indeed  my 
situation  is  much  to  be  pitied,  and  distressing  to  my- 
self. I took  my  present  situation  in  hopes  of  doing 
good,  and  preventing  mischief ; my  trust  is  in  Provi- 
dence : I acted  always  an  honest  disinterested  part  ; 
and  had  my  advice  been  taken  by  those  in  power,  the 
present  mischief  would  never  have  arisen.  If  I cun 
retire  to  a private  station  again,  I will  immediately. 
Mr  Tottenham’s  refusing  to  speak  to  the  gentleman  I ^ 
sent  into  Ross,  who  was  madly  shot  by  the  soldiers, - 
was  very  unfortunate:  it  has  set  the  people  mad  with 
rage,  and  there  is  no-restraining  them.-  "I  he  person  I 
sent  ill  hud  private  instructions  to  propose  a reconcili- 
ation ; but  God  knows  where  this  business  will  end  ; 
but  end  how  it  will,  the  good  men  of  both  parties  wilL 
be  inevitably  ruined. 

**  Lam,  with  respect,  yours,  &c. 


June  8,  1798.  “ B.  B.  Harvey.”" 

On  the  ninth  of  June,  the  rebel  camp  was  removed 
from  Carrickbyrne  to  Slyeeve-keelter,  a hill  which  rises 
over  the  river  of  Ross,  formed  by  the  junction  of  the 
rivers  Nore  and  Barrow.  They  seem  to  have  taken 
this  post  with  a view  of  intercepting  the  navigation  of 
the  channel  between  Waterford,  Russ,  and  Duncan- 
won-fort,  in  which  they  partly  succeeded;  for  though - 
they  were  repulsed  in  their  attempts  to  lake  some  gun- 
boats, yet  they  compelled  several  small  vessels  to  sur- 
render ; in  one  of  which  was  a mail;  the  letters  an<t- 
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•newspapers  in  which  contained  much  intelligence  con- 
cerning the  state  of  the  re«t  of  the  kingdom.  At 
‘Syleeve-keelter,  father  Philip  Roche,  who  had  been  a 
deader  at  the  battle  of  Tubberneering,  was  tumultu- 
ously elected  commander  in  chief,  in  the  place  of 
Bagenal  Harvey.  Under  their  new  commander,  the 
rebel  array  again  moved,  and  occupied  the  hill  of 
Lacken,  where  they  formed  their  encampment  with 
much  more  regularity  than  usual,  and  erected  a num- 
ber of  tents  for  the  accommodation  of  the  officers.  A 
detachment  was  sent  from  hence,  on  the  twelfth,  to 
attack  the  town  of  Borris,  in  the  county  of  Carlow, 
twelve  miles  distant,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
arms  and  ammunition,  but  was  repulsed  by  the  gar- 
rison with  the  loss  of  about  twenty  :men.  The  garri- 
son, who  had  posted  themselves  in  the  house  of  Mr 
Cavenagh,  had  only  one  killed.  The  town  was  partly 
burned. 


CHAP.  IX 


TDURING  the  five  days  the  rebels  were  encamped 
on  Gorey-hill,  a number  of  atrocities  were  committed. 
They  then  began  to  think  they  had  wasted  too  much 
time,  knowing  that  if  they  could  gain  Arklow,  it 
would  open  a communication  with  the  Wicklow  and 
Kildare  rebels,  and  that  an  attack  might  be  made  on 
the  metropolis  soon  after;  they  therefore  resolved  to 
try  their  strength  on  that  town,  for  which  purpose 
messengers  were  sent  to  the  dift'erent  encampments  at 
Wexford  and  Vinegar-hill,  ordering  all  persons  to  re- 
pair to  the  camp  at  Gorey-hill  immediately. 

\ 

On  the  eighth  of  June,  the  rebel  picquet  saw  a 
party  of  the  king’s  army  reconnoitering  at  Coolgreny, 
and  instantly  returned  witli  information  that  the  king’s 
troops  were  advancing  against  the  town.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  prisoners,  twenty-one  in  number, 
' were  ordered  to  be  murdered;  but  Bagenal  Harvey’s 
proclamation  arrived  in  time  to  save  their  lives. 


61 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  ninth  of  June,  the 
rebel  camp  was  crowded  from  all  quarters,  and 
masses  were  celebrated.  As  they  were  not  allowed  to 
murder  the  prisoners,  they  made  caps  of  brown  paper 
and  coarse  linen,  melted  pitch  and  besmeared  the  in- 
side of  them,  and  put  them  on  the  prisoner’s  heads. 

About  twelve  o’clock  the  rebels,  to  the  number  of 
twenty-six  thousand,  of  whom  near  five  thousand 
were  armed  with  guns,  the  rest  with  pikes,  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  marched  for  Arklow,  under  the 
command  of  Anthony  Perry,  who  had  appointed  Es- 
mond Kyan  captain  of  the  artillery.  When  they  had 
arrived  within  two  miles  of  Arklow^,  they  were  ordered 
to  halt  by  one  of  their  officers.  Those  who  were  armed 
with  guns,  were  ordered  to  the  front,  and  the  pike- 
men  were  placed  in  the  rear.  ' These  arrangements 
being  made,  and  the  plan  of  attack  agreed  upon,  they 
w'ere  ordered  to  advance  ; but  they  evinced  the  most 
disQji'derly  disposition  imaginable;  for  their  officers 
were  obliged  to  drive  them  on  before  them,  and  in 
this  manner  they  proceeded  towards  Arklow. 

If  the  rebels  had  made  their  appearance  two  da5's 
before,  they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  carried 
the  town  ; but  fortunately  the  garrison  was  rein  forced 
that  morning  by  the  Durham  fencibles,  a brave  and 
well-disciplined  regiment,  which  strengthened  it,  and 
quieted  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants. 

Cieneral  Needham,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
VoL.  II.  . G 
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garrison,  was  quartered  at  the  house  of  Mr  O’Neille 
in  Arklow,  where  he  had  ordered  a great  breakfast  for 
him  and  his  guests.  Two  officers^  belonging  to  the 
Durham  regiment  happened  to  be  passing  b;^  the 
house,  and  were  mistaken  by  a servant,  and  informed 
that  breakfast  was  ready  for  them  and  their  associates. 
This  intelligence  being  communicated,  the  Durham 
officers  immediately  repaired  to  the  house  and  devour- 
ed the  whole  breakfast.  Captain  Wallington  remain- 
ing behind  the  rest,  assembled  aboukhim  the  drivers 
of  the  carriages  in  which  the  regiment  had  travelled 
from  Dublin,  to  pay  them  their  dues.  The  general 
at  length  arrived  with  his  guests,  and  was  astonished  . 
when  he  found  his  lodgings  occupied  with  a crowd  of 
wrangling  coachmen  ; but  soon  being  informed  of  the 
fate  of  his  breakfast,  he  burst  into  a rage  and  drove 
out  the  intruders  with  such  fury,  that  the}’,  with  their 
paymaster^  tumbled  one  over  another  in  the  street,  in 
their  haste  to  escape. 

The  garrison  then  consisted  of  detachments  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  dragoon  guards;  the  Ancient  British 
fencible  cavalry;  a small  detachment  of  the  Royal 
Irish  artillery  ; the  Durham  fencible  infantry ; the  Ca- 
van battalion ; detachments  of  the  Armagh,  Antrim, 
North-Cork,  and  Londonderry  militia  ; the  North  and 
South  Arklow  cavalry  ; the  Camolin,  Gorey,  Cool- 
greny,  and  Castletown  cavalry;  and  a number  of 
loyalists  in  coloured  clothes,  making  in  the  whole  up- 
wards of  fifteen  hundred  men. 
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At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoan,  information  was  re-» 
ceived  that  the  rebels  were  advancing  towards  the 
town.  The  drums  immediately  beat  to  arms^  and  the 
troops  repaired  to  their  different  stations,  and  every 
preparation  was  made  to  meet  the  enemy. 

The  Cavan  battalion,  with  some  yeomen  infantry, 
under  colonel  jMaxwell,  extended  from  the  centre  of 
the  town  to  the  Fishery  ; on  the  left  was  the  sea;  on 
the  right  the  Durham  regiment  was  drawn  in  front  of 
their  encampment,  with  two  field  pieces;  detach- 
ments of  the  Armagh  and  others  were  placed  on  the 
right  of  the  Durham  ; and  the  Antrim  with  other  de- 
tachments and  all  the  loyalists  were  stationed  in  the 
barrack.  The  cavalry  were  placed  beyond  the  bridge, 
on  theDublin^road, 

The  rebels  endeavoured  to  surround  the  array,  and 
by  that  means  to  have  overpowered  it  by  their  great 
superiority  of  numbers;  but  the  excellent  disposition 
of  the  king’s  forces,  sufficiently  convinced  them  of  the 
impracticability  of  that  measure.  When  they  had  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  charter  school,  captain  Elliot, 
who  was  posted  there,  retreated  into  the  town,  on 
which  the  rebels  drew  their  cannon  to  the  right,  on  an 
eminence  that  commands  the  town.  The  Dunbarton 
fencibles  were  then  ordered  out  in  front  of  the  Armagh, 
to  line  the  hedges  on  each  side  of  the  road,  where  the 
rebels  were  advancing.  A smart  fire  was  maintained 
betw'een  the  Dunbartons  and  the  rebels  for  some  lime, 
when  the  former  were  ordered  to  retreat  and  join  the 
G2  ‘ _ 
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Armagh,  which  they  accomplished.  The  rebels  then 
set  fire  to  different  parts  of  the  town,  to  annoy  the 
army  with  the  smoke  ; but  the  wind  shifted  and  drove 
it  on  themselves.  On  the  retreat  being  sounded,  the 
rebels  pursued,  and  sent  forth  most  dreadful  yells, 
and  one  of  their  officers,  wa\nng  his  hat,  called  out, 
“ Come  on,  my  boys,  the  town  is  our  owm.”  At  that 
instant  his  horse  was  shot  and  himself  wounded,  on 
which  he  fell  as  if  killed.  A short  time  after  he  was 
observed  by  some  of  the  soldiers  and  shot  dead.  The 
rebels  followed  him,  but  on  receiving  a well-directed 
fire  of  musketry  and  grape-shot,  they  fell  back  a con- 
•siderable  distance.  They  then  extended  a long  line 
in  front  of  the  Durham  regiment,  but  in  a confused 
manner,,  endeavouring  to  turn  their  left  flank  ; but 
the  Durhams  keeping  up  a constant  and  well-directed 
fire,,  they  were  unable  to  accomplish  it.  Some  of  the 
rebels,  armed  with  muskets,  getting  behind  hedges, 
annoyed  the  army  considerably,  and  their  artillery 
also  played  briskly  on  the  town  ; but  sergeant  Shep- 
herd of  the  Royal  Irish  artillery,  who  was  taken  priso- 
ner at  the  Three-rocks  and  compelled  to  serve  in  the 
rebel  army,  elevated  their  guns  so  high  that  the  balls 
fell  on  the  other  side  of  the  town.  At  one  time  he 
loaded  with  grape-sliot,  and  turning  the  gun  a little 
on  one  side,  killed  and  wounded  several  of  the  rebels.- 
One  of  their  officers  observing  this,  galloped  up  and 
w’ould  have  instantly  killed  Shepherd,  had  not  Kyan, 
the  captain  of  artillery,  interposed  and  insisted  that  it 
was  the  cannon  of  the  king’s  army  wliich  did  the  exe- 
cution. lie  was  then  ordered  to  load  with  ball  and 
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batter  the  town  ; but  at  every  opportunity  lie  loaded 
with  grape-sliot,  knowing  it  could  do  no  injury.  Tsvo 
of  the  rebel  cfiicers  then  rode,  towards  the  town,  to 

N ^ ' 

observe  the  executioa of  the  Ciinnon,  and  finding  that 
Shepherd  was  not  favouring  their  cause,,  returned  and 
informed  Kyan  of  it,  on  which  he  levelled  the  cannon 
himself,  and  one  of  them  with 'such  fatal  precision, 
that  the  ball  struck  the  carriage  of  one  of  the  Durham 
field-pieces,  shivered  it  to  titoms,  and  killed  four  men  ; 
another  ball  struck  the  top  of  a house  in  the  town  and 
did  some  damage.  All  this  time  the  royal  army  was 
playing  upon  them  w'ith  good  effect,  having  killed 
and  wounded'a  considerable  number..  ' 

Another  body  of  the  rebels  made  an  attempt  to  gain 
the  lower  end  of  the  town,  and  advanced  by  the  sea 
side ; but  in  that  quarter  they  were  received  with  great 
spirit  by  the  Ancient  British  fencihle  cavalry,  uiid'fer 
Sir  W,  W.  Wynne,  who  made  a most  desperate  and 
successful  charge  upon  them.  They  then  proceeded 
in  great  force  to  a road  that  led  to  the  middle  of  the 
town,  and  made  a desperate  effort  to  efiter  it  in  that 
direction;  but  a sergeant  and ‘twelve  men  Avho  were 
stationed  in  the  market-house,  kept  up  so  constant 
and  effectual  a fire  that  they  were  obliged  to  fall  back 
with  the  loss  of  many  men.  A body  of  them  also  at- 
tempted to'  ford  the  river,  but  this  pass  was  well  de- 
fended, snd  they  were  obliged  to  relinquish  it. 

Father  Murphy,  of  Bally cannow,  was  not  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  action,  having  stopped  at  Coolgreny* 
' G 3 . 
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When  he  was  coming  to  the  attack,  he  met  a number 
of  rebels  retreating : driving  them  back  again  to  the- 
battle,  he  assured  them  that  he  could  defeat  the  king’s 
army  even  with  the  dust  of  the  roade  When  he  came 
into  the  engagemei:rt,  he  shewed  the  rebels  some  mus- 
ket balls,  which  he  said  he  had  caught  in  his  hands 
as  they  flew  from  the  guns  of  the  enemy.  Father 
Murphy,  however,  after  many  escapes,  fell  himself 
by  a cannon  shot,  his  bowels  having  been  torn  out, 
^whilst  waving  a standard  in  his  hand,  and  encourag- 
ing his  men  to  press  forwiH’d.  The  l ebels  who  follow'- 
ed  him,  immediately  retreated  in  great  haste  from  that 
quarter,  exclaiming  as  they  went  along  that  the 
“ priest  liimself  was  down  1” 

The  hottest  part  of  the  action  was  maintained  by 
the  Durham  fencibles,  commanded  by  colonel  Skei- 
ret,  to  whose  deterrnined  bravery  the  country  is  in- 
debted for  this  victor}".  Colonel  Maxwell  and  the  Ca^ 
van  battarion  also  acted  in  a most  spirited  manner,  as 
did  also  the  whole  army  engaged  on  that  occasion. 

The  action -commenced  about  four  oMock  and  con- 
tinued till  half  past  eight,  w'hen  they  retreated  in  con- 
fusion to  Gorey.  It  was  not  thought  prudent  to  pur- 
sue the  retreating  rebels,  as  It  was  then  the  close  of 
the  evening,  otherwise  it  is  most  probable  that  a great 
slaughter  must  have  ensued.  The  military  stood  un- 
der arms  till  four  o’clock  next  morning,  when  they 
cast  entrenchments  round  the  camp,  and  remained  in 
full  expectation  of  another  attack. 
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The  loss  of  the  Durliam  regiment  was  about  twenty 
privates  killed  and  wounded  : that  of  the  other  regi- 
ments was  very  trifling,  though  they  had  been  warmly 
engaged  for  a considerable  time. 

In  this  important  action,  the  principal  attempts  of 
the  enemy  were  directed  against  the  Durham  regi- 
ment ; and  it  was  to  the  excellent  discipline  and  steady 
valour  of  that  fine  body  of  men  on  that  day,  aided  by 
the  magnanimous  conduct  and  military  skill  of  their 
commander,  colonel  Skerret,  that  the  British  govern- 
ment was  indebted  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion 
In  that  quarter.  General  Needham  had  wisely  given 
discretionary  authority  to  colonel  Skerret  to  act  with 
his  regiment  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judg- 
ment. Intimidated  by  the  formidable  attacks  of  the 
- rebels,  the  general,  at  one' period  of  the  action,  resolv- 
ed on  a retreat,  which  he  would  accordingly  have  put 
in  practice,  had  not  the  colonel,  when  addressed  on 
that  subject,  made  the  following  noble  reply:  ‘‘We 
“ cannot  hope  for  victory  otherwise  than  by  preserving 
“our  ranks;  if  we  break  all  is  lost;  and  from  the 
“ spirit  which  I have  seen  displayed  at  this  awful  crisis 
“ by  the  Durham  regiment,  i can  never  l)ear  the  idea 
“ of  its  giving  ground.”  Shortly  after  the  retreat  of 
the  rebels  commenced,  the  body  of  father  Murphy 
being  found,  lord  Mountnorris  ordered  the  head  to 
be  struck  off,  and  the  trunk  to  be  thrown  into  a burn- 
ing house,  exclaiming,  “ Let  his  body  go  where  hk 
soul  is  /”  It  is  an  unequivocal  proof  that  ferocity  was 
not  confined  to  the  rebels,  but  displayed  itself  indis- 
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"criraiaately  in  the  acts  of  them  and  the  loyalists,  tliat 
after  the  head  of  Marphy  was  struck  off,  several  of 
the  Ancient  British  fencibles  cut  open  his  body  and 
took  out  his  heart.  Afterwards,  while  the  body  lay 
. roasting  on  a burning  beam  of  timber,  these  very  men 
received  the  dripping  fat  and  greased  their  boots  with 
it!  Captain  Holmes,  of  the  Durham  regiment,  was 
not  asliamed  to  avow  in  the  presence  of  several  most 
' respectable  persons,  that  he  had  been  concerned  in 
this  most  scandalous  act  of  brutality,  and  that  he  had 
assisted  to  break  open  the  breast  with  an  axe  and  to 
cut  out  the  heart  1 At  the  time  when  father  Murphy’s  ' 
body  was  found,  the  following  journal,  supposed  to 
have  been  written  by  one  Bulger,  who  attended  father 
Murphy  of  Boulavogue,  as_  aid-de-camp,  was  also, 
discovered : — 

Father  John  Murphy^s  journal;  found  by  Captain 
Hugh  Moore^ 

' Saturday 'night.  May  26,  at  6 A.  M.  1798.- 

“ Began  the  republic  of  Ireland  in  Boulavogue,  in 
the  county  of  Wexford,  barony  of  Gorey  and  parish 
of  Kilcormuck,  commanded  by  the  reverend  ^doctor 
Alurphy,  parish  priest  of  the  said  parish,  in  the  afore- 
said parish,^  when  all  the  protestants  of  that  parish 
' were  disarmed,  and  amongst  the  aforesaid^,  a bigot, 
named  Thomas  Bookey,  who  lost  his  life  by  his  rash- 
ness. 


“ From  thence  came  to  Oulart,  a country  village 
adjoining,  when  the  republic  attacked  a minister's 
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house  for  arms,  and  was  denied  of,  laid  siege  imme- 
diately to  it,  and  hilled  him  and  all  his  forces ; the 
same  day  burned  his  house  and  all  the  Orangemen’s 
houses- in  that  and  all  th'e  adjoining  parishes  in  that 
part  of  tlie  country. 

“ The  same  day  a part  of  the  array,  to  the  araouut 
of  one  hundred  and  four  of  infantiy  and  two  troops  of 
cavalry,  attacked  the  republic  on  Oulart-hill,  when 
the  military  were  repulsed  with  theioss  of  one  hun- 
dred and  tsvelve  men,  and  the  republic  four  killed  ; 
and  then  went  to  a hill  called  Corrigrua,  where  the 
republic  encamped  that  night,  and  from  thence  w’ent 
to  a town  called  Camoliu,  which  was  taken  without 
resistance,  and  the  same  day  took  another  town  and 
the^a/c  of  a bishop*.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  the 
same  day,  they  laid  siege  to  Enniscorthy,  when  they 
were  opposed  by  an  army  of  seven  hundred  men,  then 
they  ■were  forced  to  set  both  ends  of  the  town  on  fire, 
and  then  took  the  town  in  the  space  of  one  hour,  and 
then  encamped  on  a hill  near  the  town,  called  Vine- 
gar-hill, where  tlicy  remained  that  night. 

Bryan  Bulger, 

- Darby  IMurpuy,  his  hand  and 

pen,  dated  this  26th  day  of 


It  alludes  to  the  seat  of  the  bishop  of  Ferns. 
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Orange  men  are  men  that  formed  alliance  to  kill 
and  destroy  all  the  catholics  of  this  kingdom. 

, “ Garet  Lacey.”' 

“ 28th.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  which  was  Whlt- 
sun-Monday,  they  marched  towards,  Wexford,  and 
encamped  on  a hill  that  night  called  the  jMountain,” 
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INEGAR  Hill,  the  scene  of  so  much  slaughter, 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  rebels  above  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  the  loyalists  of  Ennicorthy 
and  the  surrounding  country  had  been  in  a state  of 
almost  indescribable  horror.  They  were  eveiy  where 
seized ; a few  were  butchered  on  the  spot  wliere  they 
happened  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  ; but  the 
greater  number  were  carried  to  the  camp  on  the  hill  ; 
where  upw^ards  of  four  hundred  received  sentence  by 
court-martial,  and  were  either  shot  or  destroyed  by 
])lkes.  Some,  after  having  been  apparently  killed, 
recovered  strength  sufficient  to  endeavour  to  'escape  ; 
but  these  for  the  most  part  fell  again  into  the  hands 
of  the  rebels,  and  received  the  completion  of  their 
sufferings.  The  wonderful  preservation  of  one  man, 
liowever,  Charles  Davis,  of  Enniscorthy,  glazier,  ap- 
pears to  be  particularly  worthy  of  notice.  This  man, 
when  the  town  was  taken  by  the  insurgents,  justly 
apprehensive  that  no  mercy  would  be  shewn  him  as  a 
' loyalist,  had  concealed  himself  in  a privy,  where  he 
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remained  some  days  without  any  other  food  than  the 
body  of  a cock,  which  had  accidentally  perched  on 
the  seat.  Impelled  by  the  Cravings  of  nature,  how- 
«ver,  when  his  provisions  were  exhausted,  and  dis- 
gusted with  his  loathsome  abode,  he  at  length  ven- 
tured from  his  place  of  concealment,  and  endeavoured 
to ‘escape.  He  was  seized  near  the  town,  conveyed 
to  Vinegar-hill,  and  received  the  sentence  of  a courts 
martial.  Being  led  out  to  suffer  death  pursuant  to 
his  sentence,  he  was  shot  through  the  body  and  also 
through  one  of  the  arms.  As  these  wounds  were  not 
deemed  sufficient  to  extinguish  life,  he  received  seve- 
ral severe  thrusts  from  a pike  on  the  head,  without 
injuring  the  brain  ; and  was  then  thiowm  into  a hole 
upon  his  back,  and  covered  over  with  earth  and  stones. 
Thus  consigned  to  an  untimely  grave,  the  unfortunate 
man  remained  twelve  hours  in  a sta’te^  of  insensibility, 
during  which  period  his  dog,  a faithful  animal  that 
never  left  him,  had  scraped  the  covering  off  his  face, 
and  licked  it  clean  from  the  filth  and  blood.  Super- 
stition— baleful  superstition,  which,  maddened  by 
fanaticism,  conjointly  with  political  animosity,  had 
caused  so  many  ruthless  scenes  of  bloodshed  and 
desolation  in  tiiis  unhappy. country,  was  the  means  of 
saving  this  man’s  existence.  lie  returned  to  life,  his 
mind  disordered  by  his  sufferings,  and  dreaming  that 
he  was  about  to  be  murdered  by  pikemen,  pronounc- 
ing emphatically  the  name  of  father  Roche,  by  w hose 
means  he  hoped  to  obtain  a protection.  A.ccidentally 
overheard  by  some  catholics  to  pronounce  tliat  sacred 
name,  they  believed  'him  to^havc  been  revivified  by 
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the  particular  favour  of  heaven,  that  by  being  made 
a catliolic  by  Roche,  his  soul  might  be  saved  from 
those  eternal  pains  wliich  they  believed  he  would  other- 
wise be  condemned  to  endure.  Thus  impressed,  they 
had  him  conveyed  to  a house  and  treated  with  such 
kindness  and  humanity,  that  he  rapidly  recovered, 
and  at  length  apparently  regained  his  perfect  health. 
This  instance  of  astonishing  strength  of  constitution 
w'as  by  no  means  singular  during  the  course  of  the 
rebellion.  The  surprising  recoveries  of  many  of  the 
Irish  peasantry,  and  the  difficulty  that  was  ahnost 
inv'ariably  found  of  putting  an  end  to  the  being  even 
of  very  old  men,  may  be  worthy  of  an  inquiry  no  less 
curious  than  interesting. 

At  length,  however,  lieutenant-general  Lake,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  ihe  royal  forces,  made  dispositions 
to  expel  the  rebels  from  this  hill  (as  we  liave  already 
mentioned)  which  v/as  so  strongly  fortitied  that  the 
insurgents  considered  it  impregnable.  The  troops 
destined  to  attack  it  amounted  in  alL  to  upw'ards  of 
thirteen  thousand  effective  men,  together  with  a for- 
midable train  of  artillery,  and  were  arranged  In  co- 
lumns under  several  generals,  with  orders  to  attack 
the  hill  on  all  points  at  once,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  rebels:  a plan  of  attack  which,  if  it  had 
been  completely  executed,  wmuld  in  all  probability' 
have  been  attended  either  v'ith  the  complete  surren- 
dry  of  the  enemy,  x)r  with  such  a slaughter  as  to  have 
effectually  disabled  them  from  again  taking  the  field. 
But  this  well-concerted  attack  was  unfortunately  frus- 
VoL.  II.  H 
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trated  by  the  delay  of  general  Needham,  who  arrived 
not  at  his  post  till  after  the  engagement,  a circum- 
stance which,  together  with  several  others  of  a like 
nature,  and  his  late  arrival  to  the  breakfast  devoured 
by  the  Durhg,m  officers*,  procured  him  the  appella- 
tion of  the  late  general  Needham.  Except  that  com- 
manded by  this  general,  the  different  columns  were 
at  their  respective  posts  when  the  attack  commenced, 
at  seven  in  the  morning  of  the  tw'enty-first  of  June, 
with  a brisk  discharge  of  cannon  and  mortars,  which 
w'as  kept  up,  together  with  that  of  the  small  arms  for 
an  hour  and  a half.  When  the  firing  commenced,  the 
Dositlon  of  the  rio-ht  column  was  on  a risins:  grround  at 
the  west  end  of  Enniscorthy,  having  Vinegar-hill  on 
the  east.  This  column,  covered  by  the  fire  of  its  own 
six-pounder,  penetrated  into  the  town,  and  vigorously 
attacked  the  insurgents  posted  theVe,  who  had  advan- 
tageously placed  themselves  in  the  streets  and  houses. 
A party  of  the  troops  having  advanced  with  one  field- 
piece  opposite  to  the  court-house,  were  there  over- 
powered by  a numerous  body  of  pikeinen,  who  rushed 
from  the  building,  and  took  possession  of  the  gun. 
This  gun,  however,  was  shortly  after  re-taken  by  ano- 
ther division  of  the  king’s  troops,  with  considerable 
slaughter  of  the  enemy.  The  rebels  at  length  aban- 
doned the  town,  retreating  to  Vinegar-hill,  the  sum- 
mit of  which,  however,  had  been  cleared  by  the  cen- 
tral column,  which  had  formed  on  a rising  ground  on 
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the  north  side,  where  the  rebels  had  reared  a breast- 
work, before  they  could  reach  it,  and  their  friends 
finding  they  could  no  longer  keep  possession,  had  re- 
treated to  another  position  on  the  east  side,  called  the 
Lower  hill.  Having  displayed  the  royal  banners  on 
the  top  of  the  wind-mill,  in  place  of  the  standard  of 
rebellion,  the  king’s  troops  turned  thirteen  pif^ces  of 
cannon,  which  had  been  abandoned,  against  the  ene- 
my. By  the  fire  of  these,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
light  brigade,  they  were  thrown  into  confusion,  when 
the  cavalry  charged  and  put  them  completely  to  the 
rout.  The  slaughter  must  have  been  dreadful,  had 
not  general  Needham’s  post' been  left  open  for  their 
escape,  through  which,  ludicrously  termed  Needham's 
Gap,  most  of  them  fled  towards  Wexford.  The  re- 
bels lost  about  four  hundred  men,  among  whom  was 
father  Clinch  of  Enniscorthy,  all  their  cannon,  some 
ammunition,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  rich  plun- 
der. The  loss  on  the  royal  side  was  very  trifling,  per- 
haps about  one  hundred  killed,  among  whom  was 
lieutenant  Sandys  of  the  Longford  militia.  Colonel 
King  of  the  Sligo  regiment,  colonel  Vesey  of  that  of 
the  county  of  Dublin,'  lord  Blaney,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Cole  were  among  the  wounded.  A great  many 
loyalists,  who  had  been  compelled  to  accompany  the 
rebels,  were  indiscriminately  slain  in  the  pursuit. 
Amongst  the  excesses  committed  by  the  king’s  troops 
on  the  recovery  of  Enniscorthy,  the  burning  of  a 
house  which  had  been  used  as  an  hospital,  in  which 
were  sixteen  of  the  insurgents  who,  by  wounds  or 
sickness  were  incapable  of  making  their  escape,  is 
^ ^ 11  2 
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hardly  inferior  in  atrocity  to  the  massacre  at  Sculla- 
hogiic. 

The  town  of  Wexford  was  re-takcn  on  the  same  day 
as  Enniscorthy.  Tlie  rebel  army,  which  had  been  some 
time  encamped  on  Lacken-hill,  Iiad  been  driven  front 
it  })y  the  trooyts  under  general  Johnson,  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  June,  and  obliged  to  take  po^t  on  the  Three 
R ocks. 

The  brigade  under  major-general  Moore,  %vblch 
consisted  of  the  second  flank  battalion,  two  companies 
of  the  sixtieth  regiment,  one  troop  of  Hompesch’s  hus- 
sars, and  a small  train  of  artillery,  took  a direction  to 
the  right  towards  Fooke’s  mill,  and» encabiped  thaf 
night  on  the  lawn  of  Mr.  Henry  Sutton,  of  Long' 
Grague,  The  encampment  was  in  front  of  the  house, 
which  was  protected  on  both  Hanks  and  in  the' rear  by 
A thick  wood,  out-buildings,  &c. 

• 

The  following  morning  the  rebels  collected  all  their 
force,  and  marched  from  the  Three  Rocks  to  attack 
general  Moore’s  brigade  at  Long  Grague.  He  order- 
ed a strong  detacbment,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Wilkinson,  to  patrole  towards  Tintern 
and  Clonmines,  with  a view  to  scour  the  country,  and 
to  communicate  with  the  troops  w liich  general  Johnson 
liad  ordered  to  join  him  from  Duncannon-fort.  Colo- 
nel ^^dlkinson  returning  without  any  intelligence  of 
them,  and  despairing  of  their  arrival,  general  Moore 
began  his  march  to  Taghmon,  about  three  o’clock  in 
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the  afternoon.  The  rebels  were  greatly  reinforced  in 
their  march  from  the  Three  Rocks,  so  that  their  num- 
ber exceeded  six  thousand.  They  marched  on,  boast- 
ing of  their  strength,  and  expressing  a desire  to  be  up 
with  the  king’s  troops.  When  general  Moore  had  pro- 
ceeded about  half  a mile  on  his  road  to  Taghmon,  he 
perceived  the  rebels  advancing  towards  him.  The 
general  knowing  their  great  superiority  of  numbers, 
immediately  made  preparations  to  receive  them.  Hav'- 
ing  disposed  his  force  in  the  most  judicious  manner,  he 
sent  out  an  advanced  guard,  consisting  of  two  com- 
panies of  the  sixtieth  regiment  to  skirmish  with  them, 
whilst  a six-pounder  and  a howitzer  were  drawn  across 
the  road  to  Goff’s-bridge,  where  a few  light  infantry 
formed  on  each  side  of  them  under  colonel  Wilkinson. 
When  the  rebels  came  up  they  made  an  attack  on 
these  ; but  were  served  with  such  a tremendous  fire  of 
grape-shot  and  musketry,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
retreat  over  the  bridge  in  the  greatest  confusion.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  a great  body  of  them  moved  towards  the 
left  wing;  but  Majors  Aylmer  and  Daniel,  with  five 
companies  of  light  infantry  and  a six-pounder,  were 
detached  against  them.  The  sixtieth  regiment  finding 
no  opposition  in  front,  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
left,  and  attacked  the  body  of  rebels  that  was  attempt- 
ing to  turn  that  wing.  Here  the  engagement  was  very 
bloody.  The  rebels  confiding  in  their  numbers,  and 
being  so  well  armed  with  muskets  and  pikes,  they 
made  a most  obstinate  resistance.  General  Moore 
now  began  to  be  very  doubtful  who  would  keep  the 
field,  as  a great  part  of  his  army  could  not  come  into 
II  3 
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the  action,  being  obliged  to  guard  tire  ammunition  and 
baggage.  A party  of  rebels  observing  the  Hompesch’s 
liussars  coming  down,  with  their  green  uniform,  they 
thought  tliat  the  hussars  had  been  a party  of  their 
friends  coming  to  assist  them  ; but  were  soon  convinc- 
ed of  their  mistake,  for  they  immediately  made  a 
great  slaughter  amongst  them.  The  engagement  be- 
gan before  four  o’clock  and  continued  till  eight,  when 
the  rebels  began  to  disperse,  and  soon  after  the  great- 
estpart  of  them  retreated  precipitately  tow^ards  Eimis- 
corthy  and'Wexford. 

The  loss  of  the  rebels  could  not  be  exactly  ascer- 
tained, as  the  killed  lay  scattered  over  the  fields  for  a 
considerable  extent ; but  it  must  have  been  very  great. 
Had  the  situation  of  the  country  admitted  the  cavalry 
to  make  a charge  on  them  in  their  retreat,  a great 
number  more  would  have  been  killed. 

“ When  the  action  was  over,  general  Moore  con- 
sidered it  too  late  to  proceed  to  Taghmon,  and  there- 

\ 

fore  took  post  for  the  night  upon  the  held  of  battle, 
where  he  was  soon  after  reinforced  by  the  second  and 
twenty-ninth  regiments,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Dalbousie.  Here  we  shall  leave  them,  and  relate 
that  dreadful  event,  t’n^  massacre  ou  the  bridge  of 
AVexford. 

“ A general  massacre  of  all  the  loyalist  prisoners  in 
AA^extord  was  twice  attempted  by  a bloody-minded 
fanatic  called  Thomas  Dixon  ; who^was  first  opposed 
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by  on^  Ilore,  and  next  by  one  Scallion,  both  of  whom 
defied  him  to  single  combat,  and  insisted  that  he 
should  shew  himself  a man  before  a single  prisoner 
should  be  put  to  death.  He  however  would  not  re- 
linquish his  bloody  design,  and  on  the  nineteenth  of 
June,  the  protestants  were  informed  that  all  the  pri- 
soners would  be  put  to  death  the  following  day.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  morning,  Dixon,  mounted  on  a tall 
white  horse,  rode  up  to  the  prison  door,  and  swore 
that  not  a prisoner  should  be  alive  at  sun-set.  He 
then  rode  through  several  streets  repeating  the  same..  ^ 
The  town  bell  w-as  soon  after  rung,  and  the  drums 
beat  to  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  assembling  the  rebels 
to  join  those  at  Three  Rocks,  and  to  march  against 
the  army  under  'general  jVIoore.  About  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  Dixon  assembled  the  murdering 
band,  and  immediately  displayed  that  woeful  harbin- 
ger of  death,  the  black  flag;  having  upon  one  side  a 
bloody  cross,  and  o.n  the  other  the  letters  M.  IV.  S. 
inscribed  upon  it,  which  were  supposed  to  mean  mur- 
der without  sin.  After  having  made  a long  processiou 
through  the  tov/n,  they  fixed  the  flag  on  the  custom- 
house quay,  near  the  bridge.  About  four  o’clock  the 
butchery  began:  the  prisoners  were  brought  from  the 
gaol  and  tlie  prison-slnp  by  a strong  guard  of  these 
sanguinary  miscreants,  in  parties  of  frmn  ten  to  twenty,^ 
preceded  by  the  black  flag,  to  the  bridge,  where  they 
were  piked  to  death  with  circumstances  of  the  most 
savage  cruelty,  and  afterwards  throwm  into  the  river, 
to  make  room  for  others.  Vhile  they  were  thus  infa- 
mously employed,  a rebel  officer,  possessed  of  some 
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Iiumaiiity,  went  to.  Dr.  Caulfield,  the  popish  bishop, 
who  was  then  drinking  wine  after  dinner,  and  believ- 
ing that  he  could  stop  the  massacre  sooner  than  any 
other  person,  earnestly  intreated  Lim-to  come  and  5ave 
the  prisoners.  The  bishop,  in  an  unconcerned  manner 
replied',  “ It  was  not  in  his  power  to  save  them,”  and 
requested  the  captain  to  sit  down  and  take  a glass  of 
wine  with  him,  adding  at  the  same  time,  that- “ the 
“ people  must  be  gratified  !”  The  officer  refused  the 
bishop’s  invitation,  and  walked  away  filled  with  ab- 
horrence. All  this  time  the  inhuman  pikemen  were 
busily  employed  butchering  the  poor  protestants  on 
the  bridge  ; some  they  would  perforate  in  places  not 
mortal,  to  increase  their  torture,  others  they  thrust 
their  pikes  into  the  body,  and  raising  it  up,  held  it 
suspended,  writhing  in  the  extreme  agony  of  pain, 
while  any  signs  of  life  remained,  and  exulted  in  the 
deed.  In  the  midst  of  this  diabolical  work,  general 
Edward  Roche,  came  galloping  to  the  bridge,  and 
ordered  them  to  beat  to  arms,  saying,  “ that  Vinegar- 
“ hill  was  nearly  surrounded  by  the  king’s  troops,  and. 
“ that  all  should  repair  to  the  camp,  as  reinforcements 
“ were  wanting.”  There  w'as  immediately  a cry  of 
“ To  camp  ! to  camp  !”  and  the  rebels  ran  off  in  every 
direction.  The  bloody  scene  was  instantly  closed,  and 
three  of  the  prisoners  were  left  on  their  knees  on  the 
bridge,  who  were  so  much  stupified  with  terror  that 
they  did  not  make  th'e  least  effort  to  escape.  Soon 
after  some  of  the  rebel  guard  returned  to  the  bridge, 
and  conducted  the  prisoners  back  to  the  gaol ; shortly 
after^  the  bloody  monster,'  Thomas  Dixon,  returned 
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and  ordered  out  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners  for  exe- 
cution, and  the  greater  part  of  them  were  tortured 
•and  put  to  death  in  the  same  manner  as  the  former. 
He  then  proceeded  to  the  market-house,  and  ordered 
a party  from  thence  to  the  bridge,  and  after  butcher- 
ing tliem,  they  returned  and  brought  out  ten  more, 
whom  they  also  most  barbarously  murdered.  They 
\ then  liTought  out  eighteen,  and  while  they  w'ere  mur- 
dering them,  Richard  Monk, 'a  rebel  olficer,  came 
galloping  into  the  town  from  Vinegar-hill,  bhoutiiig, 
“ D — n your  souls,  you  vagabonds,  why  dont  you 
^o  out  and  meet  the  enemy  that  are  coming  in,  and 
not  be  murdering  the  prisoners  in  cold  blood  ?’' 
Some  protestant  women  having  asked  him,  “ wdiat 
“news?”  he  replied,  “ the  king’s  troops  are  encamp- 
“ ed  round  Vinegar-hill.”  He  then  proceeded  to- 
wards the  convent,  and  seeing  the  women  following 
him,  he  pulled  out  a pistol  and  swore  that  he  would 
"blow  out  tlieir  brains  if  they  came  any  farther.  Soon 
after,  father  Corrin  was  observed  running  towards  the 
bridge:  when  he  arrived  there,  they  had  murdered 
six  men,  out  of  the  last  party  that  was  conveyed  there. 
He  immediately  besought  them  to  spare  the  remain- 
der, and  it  was  not  without  the  greatest  difficulty  he 
pre^^iled  upon  them  ; for  after  using  all  the  argu- 
ments he  could,  with  no  effect,  he  took  off  his  hat, 
and  desired  them  to  kneel  dowm  and  pray  for  the  souls 
of  the  prisoners  before  they  put  auy  more  of  them  to 
death.  The  rebels  complied  with  this  request,  and 
after  he  had  got  them  in  the  attitude  of  devotion,  he 
said,  “ Now  pray  to  God  to  have  mercy  on  your  souls,. 
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‘‘  and  teach  you  to  shew  that  kindness  towards  them, 
“ which  you  expect  from  him  in  the  hour  of  death, 
“ and  in  the  day  of  judgment,”  This  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  the  prisoners  were  soon  after  conducted  to 
prison  by  the  guard,  who  swore  that  not  a protestant 
man,  woman,  or  child,  should  be  left  alive  in  the  town 
the  next  day, 

“ In  the  whole,  ninety-seven  of  the  prisoners  were 
deliberately  murdered,  and  all  the  protestants  would 
have  shared  a similar  fate,  had  it  not  been  prevented 
by  the  arrival  of  the  king’s  troops,  ^ 

“ We  shall  now  return  to  the  army  under  general 
Moore,  Being  reinforced,  as  before  related,  the  ge- 
neral was  preparing  to  proceed  with  his  forces  to  Tagh- 
mon,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  of  June,  At 
this  time  the  rebels  in  Wexford  considered  themselves 
in  a very  critical  situation,  and  being  convinced  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  keep  the  town,  they 
liberated  lord  Kingsborough  and  the  other  officers 
who  were  prisoners  there,  and  requested  that  he 
would  be  their  mediator,  and  write  to  the  general  offi- 
cers to  spare  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford,  and  their 
property,  on  returning  to  their  allegiance.  To  this 
proposal  lord  Kingsborough  agreed,  on  condition  that 
he  was  invested  with  the  command  of  the  town.  The 
rebels  having  acceded  to  his  lordship’s  desire,  he  for- 
warded the  following  proposals,  made  by  them,  to 
general  Moore : ’ > 
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“ That  captain  M‘Maniis  shall  proceed  from  Wex- 
ford towards  Oulart,  accompanied  by  Mr  E.  Hay,  ap- 
pointed by  the  inhabitants  of  all  religious  persuasions, 
to  inform  the  officer  commanding  the  king’s  troops, 
that  they  are  ready  to  deliver  up  the  town  of  Wexford 
without  opposition,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  return 
to  their  allegiance,  provided  that  their  persons  and 
properties  are  guaranteed  by  the  commanding  officer; 
and  that  they  will  use  every  influence  in  their  power  to 
induce  the  people  of  the  country  at  large  to  return  to 
their  allegiance  also.  These  terms  we  hope  captain 
M‘Manus  will  be  able  to  procure. — Signed  by  order  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Wexford. 

“ Matthew  Keugh.” 

To  these  proposals  general  Moore  returned  no 
answer,  but  immediately  forwarded  them  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  general  Lake,  and  instead  of  pro- 
ceeding to  Taghmon,  he  directed  his  march  towards 
Wexford,  and  stationed  his  army  within  two  miles  of 
that  town.  General  Lake  returned  the  following  an- 
swer to  the  proposals : — 


. EnniscoHhy , June  22,  1798. 

Lieutenant-general  Lake  cannot  attend  to  any 
terms  offered  by  rebels  in  arms  against  their  sovereign. 
AVhile  they  continue  so,  he  must  use  the  force  in- 
trusted to  him,  with  the  utmost  energy  for  their  de- 
struction, To  the  deluded  multitude  he  promises 
pardon,  on  their  delivering  into  his  hands  their  lead- 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 


54 

ers,  surrendering  their  arms,  and  returning*  with  sin- 
cerity to  their  alleigance, 

(Signed)  “ G.  Lake.” 

“ Soon  after  captain  IVLManus  had  departed  with 
the  proposals,  the  rebel  leaders  desired  lord  Kings- 
borough  to  dispatch  a second  messenger,  lest  the 
king’s  troops  should  arrive  before  the  terms  had  been 
accepted.  He  accordingly  sent  ensign  Harman,  to 
request  the  general  to  encamp  at  Carrick-bridge,  be- 
fore he  advanced  into  the  tovin.  As  the  ensign  was 
proceeding  on  the  road,  he  was  met  by  father  Mur- 
phy, who  exchaimed  “ he  would  have  no  peace,”  and 
ordered  his  aid-de-camp  to  shoot  him  ; on  which  he 
drew  a pistol  and  shot  Harman  through  the  head. 

After  these  proposals  were  forwarded,  the  rebel 
general  Roche  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  to  go 
out  and  meet  the  army;  but  all  his  ir.treaties  were  in 
vain  ; for  when  captain  Boyd  of  the  Wexford  cavalry, 
and  a few  of  his  troop,  appeared,  the  rebels  fled  over 
the  bridge  in  the  greatest  confusion,  and  in  the  course 
of  a few'  minutes  the  streets  were  almost  clear.  On  the 
cry  of  “ The  army  is  come!”  a number  pf  wretches, 
sick  and  wounded,  ran  out  of  the  infirmary',  some  of 
them  without  clothes,  and  followed  their  associates; 
the  greater  part  of  whom  made  the  best  of  their  way 
to  Kilmuckridge,  and  the  rest  into  the  barony  of 
F orth. 


“ When  captain  Boyd  arrived,  and  found  that  the 
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rebels  bad  evacuated  the  town,  lie  immediately  [irc- 
ceeded  to  the  gaol  to  see  the  surviving  prisoners,  who 
had  been  miserably  fed  for  some  time.  He  instantly 
set  them  at  liberty  ; but  recommended  them  to  re- 
main in  prison,  until  after  the  king’s  troops  arrived, 
le^they  should  be  mistaken  for  rebels  and  put  to 
demh.  Shortly  after  the  Queen’s  Royals  arrived  in 
the  most  regular  order,  not  a word  being  heard  in  all 
' the  ranks,  and  took  possession  of  the  garrison.  The 
joy  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly  the  protestants  who 
were  doomed  to  death,  was  inexpressible.  Had  they 
arrived  a day  sooner,  the  massacre  upon  the  bridge 
would  have  been  prevented^ 


General  Lake  entered  the  town  of  Wexford  in 
the  morning  of  the  twent3'-second  of  June,  and  estab- 
lished his  staff  in  Keugh’s  house.  He  then  issued  a 
proclamation  for  apprehending  all  th^’ebel  leaders  ; 
assuring  the  deluded  multitude,  that  such  as  would 
surrender  and  deliver  up“  their  arms,  should  receive 
mercy  and  protection : he  also  issued  general  orders 
that  no  person  should  be  put  to  death,  unless  he  had 
been  tried^and  condemned  by  a court-martial.  He  ' 
forbid  any  inhabitant  or  other  person  being  molested^ 
and  charged  the  soldiers  not  to  take  any  article  away, 
from  any  person,  without  having;  paidipr  it. 


The  nctorles  whiclvthe  king’s  troops  had  gained 
at  Vinegar-htfl,  and  other  places,  and  the  evacuation 
of^exford,  so  dispirited  the  rebels,  that  numbers  of 
them  repaired  to  the  different  commanders  of  garri- 
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sons,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  obtained*  pro- 
tections. 

“ A few  days  after  the-  king’s  troops  entered  Wex- 
ford, the  famous  rebel  general,  father  Roche,  was 
arrested,  tried  by  a court-martial,  and  execute(^on 
the  bridge,  along  with  one  Fenelon,  and  some  others  ; 
after  which  their  bodies  were  thrown  into  the  river. 
Roche  was  tall  and  very  corpulent,  and  so  heavy,  that 
when  he  was  suspended,  the  rope  broke  and  he  fell  to 
the  ground  : on  recovering  a little,  be  said,  “ God’& 
“ blood!  wliat  are  you  about?  why  do  you  pull  my 
“ stock  so  tight  r”  He  then  ascended  the  fatal  step 
a second  time,  and  was  launched  into  eternity. 


“ As  soon  as  H w^as  known  at  AVexford-tbat  the 
rebels  were  defeated  at  Vinegar-hill,  Beauchamp^a- 
genal  Harvey,  who  had  acted  as  commander  in  chief 
to  the  rebels,  made  bis  escape,  and  accompanied  by 
Mr  John  Colclougb,  fled  to  one  of  the  Saltee  islands, 
about  four  miles  from  the  shore,  taking  with  them 
provisions,  wine,  spirits,  and  arms.  There  they  pur- 
))osed  remaining  until  a favourable  opportunity  oflered 
*for  getting  themselves  conveyed  to  France.  Inforn^ra.- 
tion  having  been  received  by  government  where  they 
had  secreted  themselves,  a party  o^;^iiilitary  was  dis- 
patched in  p^suit  of  them,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June,  who  landed  on  the  island  the  fohowing  morn- 
ing. Soon  after  they  ian^d,  they  fcrand  a chest  of 
j)late,  'and  some  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  anc^fter 
» diligent  search,  discovered  them,  secreted  in  a cave 
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anti  disguised  as  peasants.  They  immediate!}^  surren- 
dered their  arms,  came  forth,  and  were  conveyed  back 
to  Wexford  the  next  morning,  Mr  Harvey^s  tria^ 
commenced  the  same  evening.  He  did  not  deny  his. 
having  act^d  as  commander  of  the  rebel  forces,  but 
endeavoured  to  extenuate,  by  saying,  “ That  he  ac- 
“ cepted  the  command  to  prevent  much  greater  evils, 
which  would  accrue  from  its  falling  into  other  hands, 
“ and  with  the  hope  of  surrendering  that  command, 
4j|one  day  or  other,  with  great  advantage  to  the  coun- 
^ “ try.”  He  had  no  counsel,  and  after  a trial  which 

lasted  near  eight  b’cnrs,  he  was  found  guilty — death 
w:hich  .sentence  was  put  in  execution  on  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-eighth.  His  head  was  placed  on  th« 
session  house,  and  his  body  thrown  into  the  river. 

‘‘  Mr  Coldongh  was  also  executed  on  the  evening 
^^of  the  twenty-eigh^,  and  his  body  thrown,  into  thi 
^^river, 

“ Cornelius  Grogan  was  arrested  at  his  seat  in  Johns- 
town, /and  on  his  trial  endeavoured  to  proye  that  he 
* was  forced  to  act  as  commissary  to  the  rebel  army ; 
but  w'as  convicted  and  executed..  His  bead  was  placed 
upon  the  court-house,  and  his^ody  thrown  into  the- 
river..  •* 

I “ Matthew  Keugh,  wlio  acted  as  governor  of  Wex- 
_ ford,  was  taken  prisoner,  convicted  on  the  clearest 
evidence,  and  executed.  Hisdiead  was  also  placed  oa 
the  sesbion-liouse. 
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“ Esmond  Kyan,  commander  of  the  rebel  artillery", 
was  also  taken  prisoner,  tried,  found  guilty,  and  ex- 
ecuted. 


“ Edward  Roche,  a rebel  general,  was  taken  priso- 
ner, tried,*  sentenced  for  transportation,  and  was  sent  ^ 
to  Newgate,  with  some  other  convicts.  Before  the 
vessel  was  ready  to  convey  them  abroad,  he  died  sud- 
denly. 


“ Richard  Monk,  a rebel  capt^n,  received  a wound 
In  an  engagemcyit,  and  was  proceeding  to  surrender 
himself  to  colonel  Maxwe]J^  at  Newtownbarry,  when 
he  was  overtaken  by  some  yeomanry  and  shot. 


“ Thomas  Dixon,  w'ho  led  the  rebel  band  that  mur- 
dered the  prisoners  on  the  bridge  of  M exford,  -was- 
BOted  for  cruelty  and  cowardice.  His  wife  was, 
possible,  more  sanguinary  than  himself.  They  never 
^ould  be  fou-nd,  though  a great  reward  was  ofifered> 
for  their  apprehension.. 

“In  the  whole,  sixty-six  persons  were  tried  by- 
court-martial,  and  executed  at  Wexford.^* 

“ While  the  surviving  loyalists  in  We^ord  were  re- 
joicing at  their  deliverance,  a very  tragic  scene  was 
acted  in  Gorey.  On  the  departure  of  general  Need— 
ham  from  the  latter  town  to  Vinegar-hill,  on  the  twen- 
tiet)j  of  June,  he  liad  sent  an  express  to  captain 
Holmes,  of  the  Durham  regiment,  who  commanded 
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Arlilcw,  orderln^J^im  to  dispatch  immediately  to 
Gorey  that  part  of  the  Gorey  cavalry  who  remained  in 
Arklow,  and  informing  him,  tliat  on  their  arrival  at 
their  place  of  destination,  they  should  find  an  officer 
to  command  them,  and  a large  force  with  which  they 
were  to  unite.  By  the'^ame  express  the  Gorey  infan- 
try were  ordered  to  remain  in  Arklow  ; but  these,  and 
the' refugee  inhabitants  of  Gorey,  hearing  of  a large 
force  to  protect  their  town,  were  so  impatient  to  re- 
visit their  homes,  that,  they  followed  the  cavalry  con- 
trary to  orders.  This  body  of  cavalry,  amounting  to 
only  seventeen  in  nuniber,  found  on  their  arrival  at 
Gorey,  to  their  astonishment,  not  an  officer  or  soldier. 
Tliey,  however,  had  the  courage  or  temerity  to  scour 
llie  country  in  search  of  rebels,  with  the  assistance  of 
some  others  who  had  joined  them,  and  killed  about 
fifty  men  whom  they  found  in  their  houses,  or  stra^^-- 
homeward  from  the  rebel  armj'.  On  the  twenty- 
second,  a body  of  about  five  hundred  rebels,  under 
the  conduct  of  Perry,  retreating  from  Wexford,  and 
directing  their  march  to  the  Wicklow  mountains,  re- 
ceived information  of  this  slaughter,  and  the  weak- 
ness of  the  party  committing  it.  They  instantly  ran 
xnll  speed  to  the  town,  determined  on  vengeance.  On 
intelligence  of  their  approach,  lieutenant  Gordon,  a 
youth  of  only  twenty  years  of  age,  who  bad  the  com- 
mand, raarchefi  his  mten  (consisting  of  fourteen  infan- 

t beside  the  caval^'5^,  out  of  the  town  to  meet  the 
my,  and  took  post  in  an  advantageous  position 
^lear  a place  called  Charlotte-grove,  wliere  they  fired 
some  vollies  on  the  rebels,  seven  of  whom  they  killed) 
VoL,  IL  K 
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but  finding  that  they  must  be  Immediately  surrounded 
and  destroyed  if  they  should  attempt  to  maintain  their 
post,  they  retreated,  and  each  horseman  taking  a 
footman  behind  him,  fled  through  the  town  toward 
Arklow..  As  by  this  motion  the  refugees,  who  had  re- 
turned from  Arklow,  and  were  now  attempting  to 
escape  again  thither,  were  left  exposed  to  the  pursuit 
of  an  enraged  enemy,  the  officer  attempted  to  rally 
the  yeomen  on  the  road,  to  cover,  if  possible,  the 
fight  of  these  unfortunate  people  ; but  the  yeomen 
galloped  aw'ay  full  speed  to  Arklowr,  in  spite  of  his 
remonstrances,  and  the  refugees  were  slaughtered 
along  the  road  to  the  number  of  thirty-seven  men,  be- 
side a few  who  were  left  for  dead,  but  afterwards  re- 
covered. No  women  or  cluldren  were  injured,  as  the 
rebels,  who  professed  to  act  on  a plan  of  retaliation, 
found  on  inquiry  that  no  women  or  children  of 
party  had  been  hurt.  This  was  owing  to  the  h 
nity  of  a young  gentleman ‘of  seventeen  years  of  age  in 
the  yeoman  cavalry,  who  had  by  his  remonstrances 
restrained  his  associates  from  violence  with  respect  to 
the  fair  sex.  In  the'action  of  this  day,  which  will  be 
long  remembered  in  Gorey  under  the  title  of  Bloody 
Friday i only  three  of  the  yeoman  infantry  were  killed, 
and  none  of  the  cavalry.  The  rebels  having  accom- 
plished their  purpose  of  revenge,  their  only  motive 
for  deviating  from  their  cours^ to.  visit  Gorey,  resum- 
ed, after  a short  repast,  their  fnarch  to  the  Wicklow’ 
mountains.” 

After  the  signal  advantages  gained  by  the  king’s 
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troops,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  rebels  from  Wexford 
^nd  Enniscorthy,  those  of  the  latter  who  remained  in 
arms,  were  compelled  to  make  mountains  and  other 
devious  recesses  their  only  places  of  abode.  These 
seem  now  to  have  confined  themselves  merely  to  at- 
tempts to  prolong  the  war,  till  the  arrival  of  a French 
force  to  their  assistance,  by  eluding  the  vigilance  of 
the  royal  troops  by  rapid  movements  from  one  strong 
position  to  another. 

. K 2 
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CHAP.  xr. 


^HE  rebel  colurr^ns  which  evacuated  Wexford,  on 
the  twenty-second  of  June  formed  a junction  in  the 
mountains  between  the  counties  of  Wexford  and  Kil- 
kenny, where  they  continued  and  spread  desolation 
for  some. time,  burning  the  houses  of  protestants, 
and  murdering  such  of  the  occupiers  as  fell  into  their 
hands.  The  first  achievement  they  endeavoured  to 
perform,  was  an  attempt  to  destroy  Hacketstown,  in 
which  they  succeeded,  though  not  w^ithout  consider- 
able loss.  The  rebels  made  an  attack  upon  this  town 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  May;  but  were  defeated  by  the 
3’eomen  and  a party  of  militia. 

The  column  of  rebels  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Perry,  father  Keai'hs,  Garret  Byrne,  William 
Byrne  of  Ballymanus,  marched  to  Hacketstown  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  June.  The*  gar- 
rison of  that  town  consisted  of  fifty  of  the  Antrim 
militia,  lieufenhnt  Gardiner  ; fifty  of  the  Talbotstown 
cavalry,  captain  Hume;  twenty-four  Shilelah  cavalry, 
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lieutenants  Bradwelt  and  Taylor  ; forty-six  Hackets- 
■‘^tou^  infantry,  captain  Hardy ; and  thirty  Coolatin 
infantry,  captain  Chamney.  This  little  army  marched 
a short  distance  out  of  town,  at  six  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  to  meet  the  re- 
-bels,  who  were  upwards  of  four  thousand  strong.  Be- 
fore they  had  advanced  far,  the)^  perceived  the  enemy, 
who  immediately  began  to  file  off  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  for  the  purpose  of  surrounding  them.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  manoeuvre,  the  cavalry  were  obliged 
to  retreat  by  the  Clonmore  road,  and  could  not  return 
to  assist  in  defending  the  town.  In  this  retreat  cap- 
tain Hardy  and  four  men  were  killed.  The  infantry 
were  also  obliged  to  retreat,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  of  them  took  post  in  the  barrack,  and  the  re- 
mainder defended  the  front. 

A clergyman  of  the  name  of  Magee,  and  nine  pro- 
testants,  took  their  station- in  a house  which  command- 
ed the  principal  street,  determined  to  defend  it  to  the 
last  extremity,  Mr.  Magee’s  family,  all  the  protes- 
tant  women  of  the  town,  and  even  the  wife  of  the  re- 
bel general  Byrne,  took  refuge  in  this  house;  the 
lower  part  of  which  was  barricaded,  four  men  placed 
in  the  rear  to  prevent  it  from  being  fired,  and  five  in 
the  front,  partly  for  its  defence,  and  partly  to  cover 
the  adjoining  barrack,  which  being  a thatched  build- 
ing, could  not  be  defended  by  the  troops  inside. 

Soon  after  this,  the  town  was  completely  surrounded  • 
by  an  immense  body  of  pikemen,  who  immediately 
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fired  it  in  many  different  places,  while 'upwards  of  s 
thousand  naen  poured  upon  it  a heavy  fire  of  mits^Rry. 

In  two  hours,  the  whole  of  the  town  was  in  flames, 
except  the  barrack  and  two  other  houses;  one  of  which 
contained  the  brave  little  garrison  already  mentioned. 
The  rebels  finding  they  could  not  succeed  in  destroy- 
ing the  barrack,  without  possession  of  Mr  Magee’s 
house,  which  flanked  the  back  part  of  it,  they  relin- 
quished the  former,  and  approached  the  latter  in  great 
force.  AVith  colours  flying,  and  sounding  their  bugle 
horns,  the}’^  pushed  carts  before  them  on  which  were 
placed  feather-beds,  to  cover  the  attack,  and  seemed 
determined  to  conquer  or  die  ; but  in  spite  of  all  their 
efforts  they  w'ere  obliged  to  abandon  it,  leaving  behind 
them  tw^enty-eight  men  killed.  Behind  the  house, 
next  day,  \vere  found  fifty  dead  bodies  of  pikenaen, 
and  thirty  more  covered  with  clay.  It  would  not  have 
been  possible  for  that  gallant  handful  of  men  to  have 
defended  themselves  for  want  of  ammunition,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  a wounded  officer,  who 
sat  behind  a pier  between  two  windows  making  car- 
tridges; while  his  wife,  to  the  imminent  danger  of  her 
life,  continued  to  distribute  reffeshments  to  the  be- 
sieged during  their  fatiguing  and  dangerous  service;, 
and  when  their  stock  of  balls  w'as  exhausted,  she  melt- 
ed pewter  plates,  and  with  her  own  hands  cast  them 
into  bullets,  which  her  husband  made  up  into  car- 
tridges, 

' * 

The  engagement  continued  till  near  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  the  rebels  drew  off  their  force  int^ 
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a re^^ular  manner,  taking  with  them  several  cart  loads 
of  killed  and  wounded;  though  many  of  them  were 
thrown  into  the  burning  houses  and  consumed,  so 
that  upon  the  whole  not  less  than  two  hundred  of 
them  must  have  been  destroyed. 


From  the  total  want  of  shelter,  as  well  as  ammuni- 
tion and  provisions,  and  being  apprehensive  of  a fresh 
attack,  the  army  resolved  to  retreat  to  Tullow 
same  evening,  having  only  eleven  men  killed  and  fif- 
teen wounded.  The  rebels  returned  in  the  night  and 
burnt  the  barracks  and  stores,  and  destro^'ed  the 
houses  belonging  to  loyalists  for  some  miles  round. 

f 


As  that  column  of  rebels  still  continued  to  Infest 
the  country  near  Gorey,  a detachment  of  the  Tinna-", 
hely  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  captain  Gowen, 
■was  sent  to  reconnoitre  towards  Monysced.  He  sdw  the 
rebels  near  that  town,  in  great  force,  having  received 
considerable  reinforcements  after  their  flight  from. 

^ inegar-hill.  Captain  Gowen  immediately  sent  an 
express  to  general  Needham,  who  ordered  out  colonel 
Pnleston,  of  the  Antient  Britons,  with  detachments 
.^of  that  regiment,  the  fourth  and  fifth  dragoons,  the 
Gorey,  Vvbngfiehi,  and.B'allaghkeen  cavalry.  As  the 
patrole  advanced,  they  were  informed  that  the  rebels 
were  near  Ballyellis,  and  that  they  were  in  great  want 
of  ammunition.  The  colonel  then  said  he  would  put 
them  all  to  the  sword,  and  making  all  speed,  he  per- 
ceived them  coming  along  the  side  of  Kilcavan-hill. 
When  the  rebels  saw  the  cavalry  advancing  in  sWapid 
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and  incautious  a manner,  they  immediately  left  the 
road  and  lay  down  under  cover  of  the  hedges,  leaving 
all  their  horses,  haggage-carts  and  wounded,  which 
they  brought  from  the  battle  of  Hacketstown,  in  the 
road.  Here  they  lay  till  the  cavalry  came  up  in  full 
•speed,  on  which  the  rebels  opened  a most  tremendous 
fire  of  musketry  on  them  ; and  being  securely  shel- 
tered, the  cavalry  could  do  no  execution,  and  were 
obliged  to  gallop,  stooping  under  cover  of  the  hedges  i 
and  not  being  cautious  enough  to  avoid  the  carts  in 
the  road,  rode  against  some  of  them  and  were  over- 
throwm:  those  behind  pressing  forward,  and  being  al^o 
obliged  to  stoop,  could  not  see  them  in  time  to  stlt|), 
therefore  tumbled  one  over  another,  horse  oyer  horse, 
whilst  some  of  the  horses  feet  got  entangletl  in  tlie 
carts,  so  that  the  road  was  strewed  with  men  and 
^-iTcrses  plunging  and  tumbling  about.  The  rebels, 
takijig  advantage  of  this  confusiot),  rushed  on  them, 
pik^  and  shot  twenty-five  of  the  Ancient  Britons, 
eleven  of  the  fifth  dragoons,  six  Gorey  cavalry,  two 
Ballaghkeeij^l  cavalry,  and  two  loyalists  who  went  out  ' 
with  the  pati’ole,  and  wounded  many  others.  The 
remainder  escaped  and  passed  on  through  Carnew, 


took  another  route  and  arrived  safely  at ^porey.  Dur 
ing  this/transaction,  the  ATingfield  disitfhunted  cavalry 


and  infantry,  under  captain  Gowen,  came  up  w'ith 
the' rebels,  and  being  dressed  in  coloured  clothes,  they 
thought  they  were  part  of  their  own  forces.  Ti^e  yeo- 
manry seeing  their  opportunity,  attacked  them  with 
great  spirit,  killed  a number  of  them,  and  made  their 


retreat  >vithout  the  loss  of  a man. 
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The  rebels  having  acquired  a strength  of  arms  and 
ammunition  by  the  defeat  of  the  cavalry,  and  know- 
ing that  Carnew  was  only  garrisoned  by  about  fifty 
yeomen,  resolved  on  attacking  it ; but  the  yeomanry 
being  informed  of  their  intentions,  took  post  in  a malt- 
bouse,  and  repulsed  them  with  great  slaughter.  The 
rebels  then  letired  to  BaUyellis,  and  in  their  retreat 
plundered  and  destroyed  a new  house,  the  property  of 
Sir  John  Jervis  White. 

They  then  repaired  to  Kilcavan,  whence,  after  a 
short  stay,  they  proceeded  to  Ballyraheen-hill.  In 
their  march  they  killed  twelve  loyalists,  and  burned 
several  houses. 

They  were  pursued  by  detachments  of  the  Wing- 
field and  Shillelah  cavalry,  the  Tinahely  infantry,  the 
Coolatin  and  the  Kilkenna  ; the  whole  making  near 
* two  hundred  men.  These  troops  endeavoured  to  get 
to  Ballyraheen-hill  before  the  rebels,  but  could  not. 
1 They  found  them  advantageously  posted  behind  hed- 
i ges,  and  notwithstanding  that,  and  their  great  superi- 
' ority  in  numbers,  engaged  them  upwards  of  half  an 
hour  ; but  were  at  last  obliged  to  retreat.  Captain 
1 Chamney  of  the  Coolatin,  captain  Nixon  of  the  Kil- 
j kenna,  and  seventeen  privates  were  killed,  and  anum- 
( her  wounded.  'The  victors  then  attacked  captain 
’ Chamney’s  house,  but  were  repulsed  with  loss  by  lieu- 
^ tenant  , Chamney,  w'ho,  with  several  yeomen,  had 
taken  post  in  it  for  its  defence. 
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The  rebel  force  now  assembled  on  a lar^e  hill  which 
separates  the  counties  of  Wexford  and  Wicklow,  call- 
ed the  Whiteheaps,  and  remained  there  until  the  fifth 
of  July,  when  two  columns  arrived,  one  under  sir 
James  Duff,  the  other  under  general  Needham,  with 
intention  to  surround  the  hill  and  make  a general  at- 
tack. The  rebels  having  previously  received  informa- 
tion of  the  movement  of  the  king’s  troops,  moved  off 
the  hill  very  early  in  the  morning  ; but  were  intercept- 
ed by  the  column  under  sir  Janies  Duff,  and  after  a 
few. rounds  of  grape  shot  were  obliged  to  change  the 
course  of  their  retreat.  They  were  cjosely  pursued  by 
sir  James,  and  weie  soon  after  perceived  by  general 
Neeham,  who  immediately  joined  in  the  pursuit,  and 
finding  that  he  was  at  too  great  a distance  for  his  in- 
fantry to  come  up  with  them,  he  pushed  on  with  his 
cavalry,  ordering  the  infantry  to  follow’,  and  in  a short 
time  joined  sir  Jarties  Duff.  After  a pursuit  of  twelve 
miles,  during  which  many  of  them  threw  away  their 
clothes,  the  rebels  resolved  to  come  to  an  engagement, 
being  almost  exhausted  with  hunger  and  fatigue.  For 
this  purpose  they  formed  behind,  the  hedges  and  w’ait- 
ed  the  attack  of  the  troops. 

' When  sir  James  arrived  he  began  the  attack  by  a 
discharge  of  grape-shot  from  his  curricle  guns,  and 
the  contest  continued  for  some  time  ; but  when  the 
infantry  came  up,  the  rebels  were  soon  routed  with 
great  slaughter.  The  loss  of  the  army  amounted  to 
about  tw’enty,  that  of  the  rebels  to  about  a hundred. 
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We  shall  now  return  to  view  the  operations  of  the 
principal  body  of  rebels  under  general  Perry,  in  which 
consisted  the  principal  strength  of  the  conspiracy, 
leaving  the  remnant  of  the  force  defeated  by  general 
Duff  to  carry  on  that  desultory  warfare  which  the}*  for 
some  time  maihtained  in  the  Wicklow  mountains. 

Lz 


(General  perry  finding  it  would  be  impossible  to 
do  any  more  execution  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  it 
being  so  full  of  troops,  and  the  rebel  forces  at  the 
same  time  considerably  diminished,  now  proceeded  to 
the  county  of  Kildare,  where  he  formed  a junction 
with, a large  body  of  rebels  commanded  by  Michael 
Aylmer,  expecting  to  penetrate  into  the  north  of  Ire- 
land ; but  Aylmer  prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  that 
enterprise  and  attack  Clonard,  as  there  was  but  a small 
force  to  defend  it ; then  march  by  Kilbegg'an  to  the 
Shannon  and  surprise  Athlone,  where  he  expected 
great  reinforcements.  This  plan  being  adopted,  their 
united  forces  marched  on  the  eleventh  of  July  to  put 
it  into  execution. 

The  military  at  Clonard  were  unapprised  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  rebels  until  they  w^ere  informed  of  their 
approach.  Every  preparation  was  immediately  made. 
The  yeomen  assembled,  and  under  the  direction  of 
lieutenant  Tyrrel,  were  placed  in  the  most  advanta- 
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geous  positions.  An  old  turret  at  the  end  of  the  lieu- 
tenant’s garden,  which  commanded  the  road  the  rebels 
were  advancing  by,  was  occupied  by  six  of  the  corps, 
one  of  whom  was  the  lieutenant’s  son,  only  sixteen 
years  old.  The  rebels  advanced  so  rapidly  that  the 
gate  leading  to  the  court-yard  was  obliged  to  be  closed 
before  all  the  guard  assembled  ; so  that  when  lieute- 
nant Tyrrel  came  to  ascertain  his  strength,  he  had  but 
twenty-seven  men,  including  his  own  three  sons,  the 
eldest  of  whom  was  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  Such 
a critical  situation  required  all  the  firmness,  skill,  and 
intrepidity  of  a veteran.  Though  the  lieutenant  had 
never  served  in  any  military  capacity,  his  good  sense 
suDplied  the  want  of  experience,  and  his  courage  fur- 
nished resources  adequate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  oc- 
casion. His  men  were  equally  zealous  and  determined 
to  rnaintaii*  their  post.  After  stmding  a supply  of  am- 
munition to  the  advanced  post  at  the  turret,  he  retired 
into  his  dwelling  house  With  the  main  body,  of  whom 
he  selected  the  best  marksmen,  placed  them  ac  those 
w ndow's  from  which  they  w ere  most  likely  to  annoy  the 
enemy,  and  requested  tnat  they  would  not  tire  without 
taking  good  aim.. 

The  advanced  guard  of  the  rebels,  consisting  of 
three  hundred  cavalry,  commandeci  by  Andrew  Farrel, 
a]);noached  the  turret,  apprehending  no  danger, 
A'oung  Tyrrel  fired  the  first  shot,  which  mortally 
wounded  Farrell;  and  the  rest  immediately  fired  on 
the  cavalry,  which  threw  them  into  such  confus.on 
that  they  iled  beyond  the  reach  of  iheif  gmis.  The 
L3 
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rebel  infantry  then  coraing  up,  passed  the  turret  un-^ 
der  cover  of  a wall,  and  taking  post  behind  a hedge, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  maintained  a constant 
fire  on'it,  but  without  effect.  The  infantry  which  had 
passed  tlje  tu  ret  being  joined  by  another  party  which 
had  advanced  by  a different  road,  for  they  purposed 
surrounding  the  town,  stationed  a strong  guard  on  the 
bridge,  to  prevent  any  reinforcements  from^ariving.iii 
that  direction.  The  marksmen  at  the  windows  soon 
put  to  flight  this  guard,  after  killins:  ten  or  twelve  of 
them,  and  not  one  of  them  appeared  afterwards  on  the 
bridge,,  so  that  the -communication  with  the  western 
road  was  preserved,  which  we  shall  find  to  have  been 
of  considerabledifiportance. 

Being  thus  defeated  in  the  first  onset,  the  rebels  be- 
came enraged,  aixl  determined  on  revenge.  A large 
party  contrived  to  get  into  the  garden,  and  some  of 
them  rushed  into  the  turret.  The  yeomen  were  upon 
the  upper  floor,  and  had  dragged  up  the  ladder  by 
which  t])ey  ascended.  The  rebels  then  endeavoured  to' 
climb  up  on  each  other  and  get  into  the  uD|>er  story  ; 
but  as  fast  as  they  appeared  they  were  killed  by  the 
yeomen.  Some  ran  pikes  into  the  floor,  and  others 
tired  through  it,  but  without  effect,  until  twenty- 
seven  of  their  men  lay  dead  on  the  ground- 
floor.  They  then  brought  a quantity  of  straw  and 
set  the  turret  on  fire.  Two' of  the  yeomen,  one  of 
whom  was  young  Tyrrel,  were  killed  in  attempting  to 
escape  ; the  other  four  leaped  from  a window,  and  un- 
-der  cover  of  a wall  got  into  the  house.  The  rebels 
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then  set  fire  to  the  toll-house  and  some  other  cabhis, 
to  annoy  the  garrison,  and  threw  some  of  their  dead 
into  the  flames.  The  conflict  had  now  lasted  near  six 
hours,  when  about  five  in  the  evening  a reinforcement 
was  descried  from  the  house  ; the  hopes  of  the  yeome!i 
were  elevated,  and  they  fought  with  increased  vigour. 
One  of  the  yeomen,  who  had  been  excluded  by  the 
sudden  shutting  of  the  gates  in  the  morning,  finding 
he  could  be  of  no  use,  repaired  to  Kinnegad,  and 
represented  the  situation  of  his  friends  at  Clonard. 
Lieutenant  Houghton,  with  fourteen  of  the  Kinnegad 
infantry,  and  a serjeant  with  eleven  of  the  Northum- 
berland fencibles,  being  all  that  could  be  spared,  im- 
mediately marched  for  Clonard.  As  soon  as  they  ar- 
rived lieutenant  Tyrrel  sallied  from  the  house,  and 
formed  a junction  with  them  on  the  road  which  leads* 
to  the  bridge,  which  had  been  kept  open.  A few  vol- 
lies  completely  cleared  the  roads,  and  having  then  pla- 
ced the  Kinnegad  infantry  and  Northumberland  fen- 
cibles in  such  positions  as  most  effectually  to  gall  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat  from  the  garden,  lieutenant 
Tyrrel  with  a few  chosen  men  undertook  to  drive  tliem 
from  it.  Some  of  them  were  posted  upon  a mount, 
planted  with  fir  trees,  which  afforded  some  protection, 
others  lay  concealed  behind  a privet  hedge,  from 
whence  they  could  see  every  person  who  entered.  The 
lieutenant  and  his  party  were  received  by  a discharge 
from  both  bodies.  No  time  wa^lost  in  attac  king  those 
behind  the  hedge,  who  were  obliged  to  retire  to  the 
mount.  The  action  then  became  very  warm,,  and  the 
rebels  seemed  determined  to  maintain  their  advanta-^ 
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geous  situation.  The  yeomen,  but  few  in  number, 
and  six  of  them  wounded,  the  rest  almost  overcome 
I with  fatigue,  could  not  think  of  retiring  ; still  they 
persevered  and  maintained  a steady  and  well-directed 
fire  on  t,he  enemy  till  they  compelled  them  to  retreat, 
when  the  Kinncgad  infantry  and  Northumberland  fen^ 
cibles  made  great  havoc.  , ’ 

This  victory ,.as  brilliant  as  any  that  occurred  (furing^ 
the  rebellion,  was  now  complete.  There  were  upwards 
of  a hundred  and  fifty  of  the  enemy  killed,  and  a 
great  number  wounded. 

The  rebels  retreat^^  d from  Clonard  along  the  Dub- 
lin load;  and,  after  proceeding  some  distance,  turn- 
ed towards  the  right  and  took  possession  of  lord  H<ir- 
berton’a  house  at  Carber\ , where  they  drank  wine  and 
spirits  to  excess.- 

On  the  twelfth  of  July  they  p’oceeded  Jo  Johns- 
town, and  from  thence  to  the  Niueteen-mde  house. 
They  were  pursued  b^"  parties  of  the  Limerick  mili- 
tia and  Edenderry  yeoman  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Gough,  w'ho  attacked  and  defeated 
them.  1 hey  then  hed  in  confusion,  leaving  all  their 
cattle,  stores,  &c.  behind  them  ; and  were  pursued 
by  general  Myers  with  a detachment  of  the  Backing- 
hamshire  militia  and  a few  of  the  Dublin  yeomanry, 
who  drove  them  towards Slane  in  the  county  of  Meaih,. 
They  then  marched  in  tlie  night  to  the  Boyne,  after 
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passing  which  they  were  pursued  by  two  divisions  un- 
der generals  Weyins  and.Meyrick. 

The  rebels  formed  again  in  a strong  position  on  the 
road  to  Ardee  ; but  when  the  Sunderland  regiment  ar- 
rived, they  were  routed  and  obliged  to  fly  in  all  direc- 
tions. JThey  were  then  charged  by  the  cavalry,  and  a 
great  slaughter  ensued.  Some  of  the  rebelsfled  to  Ar- 
dee, the  rest  over  the  Boyne  towards  Garretstown, 
where  they  were  again  pursued  and  attacked  by  de- 
tachments.of  the  Carlow  and  Fermanagh  militia,  the 
Swords  infantry,  part  of  the  Dumfries  dragoons,  and 
three  corps  of  yeomen  cavalry,  all  under  the,  command 
of  captain  Gordon  of  the  Dumfries,  who,  in  the 
course  of  a few  days,  killed  great  numbers  and  finally 
dispersed  them. 

Perry  and  father  Kearns  escaped  into  the  King’s 
county  ; but  were  soon  after  taken  and  brought  pri- 
soners, to  Edenderry,  where  they  were  tried  by  court- 
martial  and  executed  on  the  twenty-first  of  July. 
Aylmer  and  Fitzgerald,-  with  some  other  leaders,  sur- 
rendered on  condition  of  being  transported.  Garret 
and  William  Byrne  also  surrenderedon  the  same  terms, 
but  as  it  was  proved  that  the  latter  had  been  guilty  of 
various  murders,  he  was  tried  by  court-martial  and  ex- 
ecuted at  Wicklow,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  Septem- 
ber, seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

One  body  of  rebels  which  escaped  from  Vinegar-hill 
retreated  into  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  under  the  com- 
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mand  of  father  John  Murphy  of  Boulavoguej  by  the 
Scullagh  gap,  and  thence  toward  Castlecomer,  hop- 
ing to  excite  an  insurrection  in  that  quarter  ; particu- 
larly among  the  colliers.  Entering  the  gap,  and  driv- 
ing forward  a few  troops  who  attempted  to  oppose  them, 
they  entered  and  burned  the  village  of  Kiledrnond. 
They  then  proceeded  toward  Newbridge,  where  they 
arrived  on  the  twenty-third  of  June.  Lieutenant  Dix- 
on, with  twenty-five  of  the  Wexford  regiment,  and  a! 
small  party  of  the.  4th  dragoons,  was  stationed  there, 
and  determined  to  defend  it.  They  therefore  took 
post  on  the  bridge  to  prevent  their  passing  the  river, 
' but  were  soon  defeated  by,  the  rebels  and  obliged  to 
retreat,  with  the  loss  of  twenty-seyen  men  taken  pri- 
soners, of  whom  seven,  condemned  as  orangemen, 
were  soon  after  shot.  An  express  having  been  dis- 
patched to  general  Asgil  at  Kilkenny,  he  repaired  to 
Newbridge  to  stop  their  jjrogress,  but  arrived  too  late, 
the  enemy  having  commenced  their  march  to  the  ridge 
of  Loinster,  within  five  miles  of  Castlecomer,  where 
they  spent  the  night. 

The  garrison  of  Castlecomer,.  consisting  chiefly  of  a 
few  yeomen,  had  been  loinforced  by  a troop  of  the  4th 
dragoons,  a company  of  the  Waterford,  and  a compa- 
ny of  the  Downshire  militia,  and  twenty  infantry 
• and  forty  cavalry  of  the  Cullinagh  yeomen,  making 
in  the  whole  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  mostly 
cavalry.  ■ ■ 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,, 
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a reconnoitring  party  was  sent  oiit,  which  found  the 
rebels  advancing  the  main  body  in  the  road,  with  con- 
siderable wings  on  each  side.  The  party  being  nearly 
surrounded  before  they  observed  them  (owing  to  a 
thick  fog),  w^as  obliged  to  retreat  precipitately  with 
great  loss.  The  main  body  of  the  army,  seeing  the 
reconnoitring  party  retreat  in  such  conf“usion,  joined 
them  and  fled  into  the  town,  and  a number  of  them 
taking  post  in  four  houses  which  commanded  the 
bi’idge,  kept  up  a constant  fire  on  the  rebels  as  they 
advanced.  The  wings  now  extended,  forded  the  ri- 
ver, and  set  fife  to, the  town  in  several  places.  Gene- 
ral Asgil  at  length  arriving,  commenced  a heavy  fire 
on  the  town  with  his  artillery,  not  know'ing  that  many 
loyalists  were  still  in  it  making  a gallant  defence..  This 
firing,  however,  considerably  annoyed  the,  rebels,  and 
determined  them  to  retire  from  the  town  about  four 
o’clock  in^the  afternoon.  The  general,  however,  con- 
sidered the  town  not  tenable,  and  the  remaining  loy- 
alists were  consequently  obliged  to  retreat  w ith  him  to 
Ivilkenny,  leaving  their  goods  a prej’^  to  the  enemy, 
w ho  again  took  possession  of  the  town  on  the  retreat  of 
the  army.  / ' , . 

The  loss  of  the  rebels  in  this  action  might  be  near 
two  hundred  in  killed  and  w ounded. 

The  enemy  immediately  began  to  plunder  the  houses 
of  the  loyalists  w'ho  retreated,  and  committed  every 
excess.  The  main  body  afterwards  retired  to  the  l)igli 
grounds,  where  they  remained  till  the  following  day. 
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Being  disappointed  of  raising  an  insurrection  in  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  where  few  bad  joined  them,  they 
determined  to  retreat  back  into  the  county  of  Wexford, 
through  Scullagh  gap.  On  the  twenty-fifth  Of  June 
they  marched  from  the  ridge  with  this  resolution,  pro- 
ceeded toward  Newbridge,  and  took  post  near  that 
town  on  a rising  ground  at  a place  called  Kilcomney. 
- Here  they  were  attacked  on  three  sides  at  once,  about 
six  o’clock  on  the  following  morning,  by  the  army  un- 
'der  general  Asgil,  amounting  to  near  twelve  hundred 
effective  men,  and  that  of  major  Matthews,  amount- 
ing to  five  hundred  nien,  composed  chiefly  of  the 
Downshire  militia  from  Maryborough.  The  alacrity 
of  the  latter  army  to  attack  the  insurgents,  seems  to 
have  been  the  cause  why  they  were  not  allowed'  to 
escape  into  the  county  of  Wexford  without  a battle. 
After  about  an  Hour’s  firing  of  cannon,  the  rebels, 
fearing  that  they  would  be  surrounded,  fled  precipi- 
tately, and  in  the  greatest  confusion,  towards  Scul- 
lagh gap,  leaving  all  their  cannon,  ammunition,  and 
plunder,  in  the  hands  of  the  army.  They  were  pur- 
sued with  slaughter  by  the  cavalry  near  six  miles. 
Their  artillery  consisted  of  ten  light  field  pieces  and 
some  swivels.  Among  the  booty  were  one,  hundred 
and  seventy  cattle,  one  hundred  sheep,  and  seven 
Imndred  horses. 

The  loss  of  the  king’s  troops  has  been  stated  by  the 
general  at  only  seven  men  : that  of  the  rebels  amount- 
ed to  upwards  of  tw  o hundred.  They,  however,  for- 
ced their  way  through  the  gap,  in  which  they  were  op- 
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posed  by  a small  body  of  troops,  and  directed  their 
course;  through  the  dwarf  woods  near  Ferns  to  the 
Wicklow  mountains. 

Father  John  Murphy,  the  commander  in  chief,  was 
taken  soon  after  and  hanged  at  Tullow.  His  body  was 
burned  and  his  head  fixed  on  the  market-house, 

VoL.  II.  ■ M 


CHAP,  XIIL 


©'ITEANTIME  Ulster,  the  quarter  in  which  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  United  Irishmen  had  first  appeared,  the 
best  acquainted  with  the  use  of  arras,  and  the  most  en- 
lightened province  of  Ireland — where  government  had 
reason  to  be  most  of  all  apprehensive  of  the  conse- 
quences of  insurrection — continued  in  a state  of  al- 
most perfect  tranquillity.  The  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, chiefly  presbyterians,  though  perhaps  possess- 
ed of  greater  courage  than  the  people  of  the  southern 
districts,  yet  appear  to  have  acted  with  the  greatest 
caution  and  circumspection.  Though  the  mail-coaches 
did  not  arrive,  the  signal  for  their  rising,  they  resolv- 
ed to  wait  till  they  should  learn  whether  their  brethren 
in  the  south  had  actually  appeared  in  arms.  Lord 
O’Neil,  however,  governor  of  the  county  of  Antrim, 
in  consequence  of  certain  intelligence  that  an  insur- 
rection was  shortly  to  take  place  in  that  county,  sum- 
moned the  magistrates  to  meet  on  the  seventh  of  June 
at  the  town  of  Antrim,  in  order  to  concert  measures 
for  its  suppression.  The  leaders  of  the^  association, 
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apprised  of  his  lordship’s  designs,  and  convinced  that 
something  must  immediately  be  done,  resolved,  in 
order  to  counteract  those  designs,  to  appear  in  arms 
on  the  same  day,  and,  with  their  followers,  to  seize 
the  town,  together  with  his  lordship  and  the  magis- 
trates, whom  they  intended  to  detain  as  hostages,  in 
the  midst  of  their  deliberations.  In  the  town  was  a 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  a great  number  of  arms 
surrendered  at  different  times  by  the  disaffected,  which 
they  also  hoped  to  regain  possession  of. 

The  attack  was  accordingly  made  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the 
troops  were  quickly  overpowered,  and  the  town  nearly 
completely  taken.  A reinforcement,  however,  having 
been  ordered  to  march  to  Antrim,  by  the  commander 
in  the  district,  general  Nvigent,  arrived  ut  the  very 
moment,  and  attacked  the  rebels,  now  within  the 
town.  But  the  vanguard,  consisting  of  cavalry,  being 
repulsed  with  the  loss  of  twenty  men,  three  of  whom 
were  officers,  colonel  Durham  ordered  the  artillery  to 
batter  the  town,  which  soon  compelled  the  insurgents 
to  abandon  it.  They  fled  towards  Shanes-castle  (the 
residence  of  Lord  O’Neil)  and  Randalstowni,  whither 
they  were  pursued  with  the  slaughter  of  about  two 
hundred  men.  They  left  behind  them  a six-pounder, 
two  curricle  guns  which  they  had  taken  from  the  king’s 
troops,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  small  arms. 
Amongst  the  losses  of  the  loyalists  were  colonel  Liim- 
ley  of  the  22d  dragoons  and  lieutenant  Murphy  wound- 
M 2 
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ed  ; cornet  Dunn  killed  ; and  lord  O’Neil  mortally 
T\ounded.  , , 

About  half-past  one  on  the  seventh,  a body  of  in- 
surgents attacked  Randalstown,  where  fifty  of  the 
Tooine  yeomanry  surrendered  to  them.  At  ten  o’clock 
they  abandoned  the  town  and  marched  to  Toonie, 
where  they  remained  two  days. 

An  attack  was  made  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh 
upon  the  town  of  Larne,  by  a small  body  which  was 
repulsed  by  the  garrison,  consisting  of  a detachment 
of  the  Tay  fencibles  under  a subaltern  officer. 

• 

Feeble  attempts  were  made  on  Ballymene  and  Bal- 
lycastle. 

Disgusted  by  so  many  defeats,  the  main  body  retir- 
ed to  Dotregor-hill,  where  the  greater  part  broke  or 
surrendered  their  arms,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  them 
dispersed,  to  which  they  w'ere  incited  by  the  exhort- 
ations of  Mr  M‘Cloverty,  a magistrate  wdiom  they  .had 
taken  prisoner. 

On  the  eighth  of  June  a partial  insurrection  com- 
menced in  the  county  of  Down  ; a nomerous  body  of 
rebels  having  made  their  appearance  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Saintfield,  under  the  command  of  a doctor 
Jackson  of  Newtownards.  Colonel  Stapleton  having 
received  information  to  this  effect,  immediately  march.- 
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; ed  with  a detachment  of  York  fenclbles,  wdth  some 
yeomen  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  tw'o  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, towards  Saintfield.  On  the  ninth  the  rebels 
elected  Henry  Mnnro,  a shopkeeper  of  Lisburn,  their 

I general ; and  having  been  informed  of  colonel  Staple- 
ton’s  approach,  placed  themselves  in  ambush  on  each 
side  of  the  road  he  had  to  pass,  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  Saintfield.  They  suffered  the  greatest  part 
of  the  army  to  pass  unmolested,  and  then  opened  a 
heavy  fire  on  their  rear,  which  consisted  of  cavalry, 
and  so  far  succeeded  that  the  royal  army  was  for  some 
time  in  danger  of  total  defeat,  having  lost  about  fifty 
of  their  number,  among  whom  were  captain  Chetwynd, 
lieutenant  Lhiitt,  and  ensign  Sparks,  together  with 
the  Rev,  Mr  Mortimer,  who  had  just  joined  them. 

The  infantry,  however,  on  whom  the  cavalry  had 
been  driven  in  confusion,  rallying  with  a cool  intrepi- 
dity, at  length  dislodged  the  rebels,  who  fled  in  the 
greatest  disorder  towards  Newtovvnards,  with  a consi- 
derable loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  army,  after 
retaining  possession  of  the  field  of  battle  for  two  hours, 
retreated  to  Belfast, 

The  day  after  the  rebels  were  defeated  at  Saintfield, 
they  attacked  a small  body  of  troops  who  had  taken 
post  in  the  market-house  at  Newtownards,  to  guard  a 
. quantity  of  ammunition,  baggage,  &c.  These  find- 
ing they  could  not  withstand  the  superior  force  of  the 
enemy,  at  length  consented  to  capitulate,  and  march- 
ed to  Belfast. 
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Having  now  gained  a considerable  quantitj’’  of  am» 
munition,  and  little  discouraged  by  the  defeat  at 
Saintfield,  the  rebels  re-assembled  and  took  post  at 
Ballynahinch,  on  the  Windmill-hill,  and  at  the  house 
and  in  the  demesne  of  lord  Moira.. 

On  the  twelfth  of  June  general  Nugent  marched 
against  them  from  Belfast,  with  a detachment  of  the 
22d  dragoons,  the  jMonaghan  militia,  and  some  yeo- 
men cavalry  and  infantry  ; and  was  joined  by  colonel 
Stewart  with  his  party  from  Downpatrick,  making  in 
all  near  fifteen  hundred  men.  After  a few  discharges 
of  artillery  the  rebels  were  driven  from  the  hill,  and 
obliged  to  join  their  friends  at  lord  Moira’s,  with  the 
loss  of  a colonel  who  w'as  taken  and  hanged.  General 
Nugent  then  took  possession  of  the  lull,  and  both  ar- 
mies spent  the  night  in  preparations  for  battle,  which 
began  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,,  when  the 
town  was  set  on  fire  by  the  king’s  troops.  The  action 
was  maintained  with  little  or  no  execution,  the  rebel 
cannon  being  small,  and  the  shells  from  the  royal  ar- 
mv  bursting  in  the  air.  At  length  the  Monaghan,  mi- 
litia,  with  two  field-pieces,  posted  at  the  great  gate,, 
were  attacked  with  such  determined  courage  by  the  re- 
bel pikemeu,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fall  back  on 
the  Hillsborough  cavalr}',  who  also  retirf‘d  in  great 
confusion.  The  troops  afterwards  found  means  to  ral- 
ly, w’hile  the  Argyleshire  fencibles  were  making  their 
attack  on  another  quarter.  The  rebels,  confused  and 
distracted,  retreated  up  the  hill,  and  making  a reso- 
lute stand  at  its  siiminit,  at  a kind  of  forlifi{“ation,  de- 
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fended  that  post  for  a considerable  time,  but  were  at 
length  compelled  to  give  way  in  all  directions,  with  the 
loss  of  their  cannon  and  about  two  hundred  men  in 
killed  and  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  king’s  army  in  this  engagement 
may  have  amounted  to  about  forty,  of  whom  two  were 
officers,  captain  Evatt  killed  and  lieutenant  Ellis 
wounded. 

4 

The  rnain  body  of  rebels  retreated  to  the  mountains 
of  Sleeve  Croob,  where  they  soon  after  separated  and 
returned  to  their  several  homes.  Some  of  their  leaders 
w^ere  soon  after  apprehended  and  executed,  and  thus 
terminated  this  short  and  partial  but  active  and  vigor- 
ous insurrection. 

On  the  eleventh  of  June  the  rebels  made  an  attack 
iipon  the  town  of  Portaferry,  but  were  repulsed  by  a 
small  party  of  yeomanry,  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Matthews,  assisted  by  the  fire  of  a revenue  crui- 
ser, commanded  by  captain  Hopkins,  with  the  loss  of 
forty  men.  ' 

“ On  the  subsiding  of  this  local  rebellion  i'n  the 
north-eastern  quarter  of  Ireland,  another  local  rebel- 
lion, much  inferior  in  vigour,  and  very  easily  suppres- 
sed, commenced  in  the  opposite  south-western  quar- 
ter, in  the  county  of  Cork.  Accomjianied  with  the 
same  kind  of  violent  acts  as  elsevvliere  in  the  south,  and 
exhibiting  nothing  extraordinary  or  peculiar,  it  requires 
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little  notice.  The  principal  action,  and  the  only  one 
which  governmenth  as  thought  proper  to  communicate 
to  the  public,  took  place  near  the  village  of  Ballyna- 
scarty,  where,  on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men  of  the  ^yestmeath  regiment  of 
militia,  with  two  six-pounders,  under  the  command 
of  their  lieutenant-colonel,  sir  Hugh  O'Reilly,  were 
attacked  on  their  march  from  Cloghnakilty  to  Bandon 
by  a body  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  men, 
armed  almost  all  with  pikes.  This  was  only  a part  of 
the  rebel  force,  here  placed  in  ambush  in  a very  ad- 
vantageous position.  The  attack  was  made  from  a 
height  on  the  left  of  the  column,  so  unexpectedly  and 
rapidly,  that  the  troops  had  scarcely  time  to  form  ; but 
the  assailants  were  quickly  repulsed  with  some  loss, 
and  retreated  to  the  height.  Here,  if  the  soldiers  had 
pursued  them,  from  which  they  were  with  great  diffi- 
culty restrained,  tfiey  would  probably  have  been  sur- 
rounded and  slaughtered  like  the  North-Cork  detach- 
ment at  Oulart.  While  the  officers  were  endeavouring 
to  form  the  mtn  again,  a body  of  rebels  were  making 
a motion  to  seize  the  cannon,  and  another  body  made 
its  appearance  on  the  high  grounds  in  its  rear  ; but,  at 
the  critical  moment,  a hundred  men  of  the  Caithness 
legion,  under  the  command  of  major  Innes,  who  on 
their  march  to  Cloghnakilty  had  heard  the  report  of 
the  guns,  came  to  their  assistance,  and  by  a brisk  fire 
put  the  assailants  to  flight  on  ore  side,  after  which 
those  who  were  on  the  heights  behind  retired  on  receiv- 
ing a few  discharges  of  the  artillery.  The  loss  of  the 
rebels  in  this  action  may  perhaps  have  amounted  to  be- 
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tween  fifty  and  a hundred  men;  that  of  the  royal 
troops,  by  the  commander’s  account,  only  to  a ser- 
geant and  a private.” 

During  all  this  time  the  metropolis  remained  perfect- 
ly tranquil,  except  in  cases  of  alarm  within  and  ac- 
counts of  hostilities  in  the  country.  Soon  after  the 
rebellion  broke  out,  a number  of  gentlemen,  appre- 
hended as  rebel  leaders,  in  the  city,  were  tried  and 
executed,  among  whom  were  Henry  and  John  Sheares. 

I 

Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  been  appointed  lord  lieu- 
tenant, made  his  entrance  into  Dublin  on  the  twenti- 
eth of  June,  w'hich  was  soon  after  left  by  lord  Cam- 
den, who  retired  to  England. 

On  the  tenth  of  July  a proclamation  was  published 
in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  offering  a general  pardon  and 
protection  to  the  insurgents,  in  case  of  their  surrender- 
ing and  returning  to  their  allegiance.  This  proclama- 
tion produced  an  agreement  between  government  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  United  Irish,  by  which  the  latter  and 
all  others  who  should  avail  themselves  of  the  offer, 
including  Mr  Oliver  Bond,  then  under  sentence  of 
death,  were  to  give  every  information  concerning  their 
transactions,  and  to  quit  the  kingdom,  on  condition 
of  being  pardoned.  The  agreement  was  signed  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  July  by  seventy-three  persons, 
and  six  of  the  principal  leaders,  among  whom  were 
Dr  M^Nevin,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  Arthur  O’Con- 
nor, and  Samuel  Neiison,  who  gave  details  on  oath  ia 
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their  examinations  before  the  secret  committees  of 
both  houses  of  parliament. 

Notwithstanding  this  agreement,  fifteen  of  the  prin- 
cipal prisoners  were  detained  in  custody.  IMr  Oliver 
Bond  died  suddenly  in  prison. 
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CHAP.  XIV, 


HILE  government  was  led  to  conclude  that  this 
bloody  and  desolating  civil  war  was  completely  quell- 
' ed,  the  rebellion  again  burst  forth  in  a quarter  where 
it  had  been  least  of  all  expected,  and  where  not  the 
smallest  sign  of  disaffection  had  appeared.  We  allude 
to  the  province  of  Connaught.  This  quarter,  howe- 
ver, was  roused  to  insurrection  by  the  landing  in  the 
bay  of  Killalla,  on  the  tw^enty-second  of  August,  of 
eleven  hundred  French  troops,  including  seventy  offi- 
cersj  with  a considerable  quantity  of  arms,  cloth- 
ing, and  ammunition,  under  the  command  of  general 
Humbert.  These  were  disembarked  from  three  fri- 
gates, and  formed  only  the  vanguard  of  that  army 
which  afterwards  fell  a prey  to  a British  squadron. 

The  garrison  of  the  town  of  Killalla,  consisting  of 
only  filty  men,  thirty  of  whom  were  yeomen,  the  re- 
mainder a detachment  of  the  Piince  of  Wales  fenci- 
bles,  after  a spirited  attempt  to  oppose  the  entrance 
of  the  French  vanguard,  between  seven  and  eight 
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o'clock  of  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second,  were 
obliged  to  retreat  with  precipitation,  having  two  of 
their  number  killed;  and  lieutenant  Sills  of  the  fen- 
cibles,  captain  Kirkwood  of  the  yeomen,  and  nine- 
teen privates  taken  prisoners. 

All  opposition  being  now  at  an  end,”  says  the 
narrator*  of  what  passed  at  Killalla  after  the  landing 
of  the  French  troops,  “ the  French  general  marched 
into  the  castle  yard  at  the  head  of  his  officers,  and  de- 
manded to  see  Mons,  I’Eveque.  Very  fortunately  for 
his  family,  and,  indeed,  as  it  afterwards  appeared, 
for  the  towm  and  neighbourhood,  the  bishop  was  tole- 
rably fluent  in  the  French  language,  having  in  his 
•youth  had  the  advantage  of  foreign  travel.  Humbert 
desired  him  to  be  under  no  apprehension,  himself  and 
all  his  people  should  be  treated  with  the  most  respect- 
ful attention,'  and  nothing  should  be  taken  by  the 
French  troops  but  what  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
their  support ; a promise  which,  as  long  as  those  troops 
continued  at  Killalla,  was  most  religiously  observed, 
excepting  only  a small  sally  of  ill  humour  or  roughness 
on  the  part  of  the  commander  towards  the  bishop, 
■which  shall  be  related  presently. 

“ In  the  midst  of  all  his  hurry  in  giving  the  necessa- 
ry orders  for  landing  the  remainder  of  his  force,  and 
appointing  their  quarters,  general  Humbert  found 
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tioie  that  very  evening  to  enter  into  a very  long  con- 
versation with  the  bishop  on  the  subject  of  his  invasion, 
and  the  sanguine  hope?  he  entertained  of  its  speedy 
and  complete  success.  Such  a powerful  armament  was 
to  be  sent  out  without  delay  from  the  French  ports, 
to  second  this  primary  adventure,  that  not  a doubt 
could  in  reason  subsist,  ‘ but  Ireland  would  be  a free 
and  happy  nation,  under  the  })rotection  of  France, 
within  the  space  of  a month.  A directory  was  imme- 
diately to  be  set  up  in  the  province  of  Connaught, 
some  of  the  members  of  winch  were  already  appoint- 
ed ; but  there  was  still'a  place  for  a person  of  the  abi- 
lity and  consequence  of  the  bishop  of  Killalla,  if  he 
chose  to  embrace  the  fortunate  opportunity  at  once  of 
serving  himself  and  liberating  his  country.  The  bi- 
shop at  that  time  made  no  answer  except  by  a bow  to 
the  persoiial  compliment;  but  when  the  application 
was  afterwards  seriously  repeated  to  him  in  their  com- 
mon bed-chamber,  by  the  tw'o  principal  officers,  Hum- 
bert and  Serrasin,  lie  smiled,  and  said  he  had  taken 
too  many  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  sovereign  to  have  it 
in  his  power  to  change.  They  replied  he  w as  a man  of 
honour,  and  that  it  was  far  from  the  intention  of  their 
government  to  force  liberty  upon  any  man. 

The  remainder  of  the  first  evening  was  employed 
in  a strict  examination  of  captain  Kirkwood,  the  ma- 
gistrate, as  to  the  supplies  that  could  be  drawn  from 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  to  assist  the  progress 
of  the  invaders.  The  queries  were  interpreted  by  some 
Irish  officers  who  came  with  the  French.  Mr  Kirk- 
' Yoi.II.  . N 
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\sood  answered  with  such  an  appearance  of  frankness 
and  candour  that  he  gained  the  esteem  of  the  French 
general,  who  told  him  he  was  on  hfs  parole,  and  should 
have  full  permission  to  return  to  his  family  and  attend 
to  his  private  affairs.  But  this  good  humour  between 
them  did  not  continue  long.  Kirkwood  had  a sickly 
wife,  an  amiable  woman,  of  whom  he  was  doatingly 
fond.  The  terror  of  the  invasion  wrought  so  upon 
her  weak  nerves,  that  after  escaping  on  the  first  night 
to  the  castle,  she  crept  away  the  day  after  to  some 
hiding  place  in  the  mountains,  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  town,  from  which  she  sent  word  to  her  husband 
that  she  was  but  just  alive.  Attentive  only  to  her,  he 
forgot  his  parole  of  honour  to  the  French  ; and  it  was 
not  till  after  he  had  been  some  time  by  his  wife’s  bed- 
side, that  he  recollected  the  circumstance  of  his  hav- 
ing transgressed  the  bounds  within  which  he  had  pro- 
mised to  confine  himself.  Not  knowing  what  punish- 
ment he  might  have  incurred  by  this  breach  of  the 
law's  of  war,  he  took  the  desperate  resolution  of  with- 
drawing himself  to  the  wild  district  of  Erris,  about 
ten  miles  from  Killalla,  on  the  sea  coast,  into  which 
a carriage  cannot  pass,  as  it  is  a frightful  track  of  bog 
and  mountain,  though  tolerably  well  peopled.  Here 
he  remained  several  days  w'ith  only  one  attendant,  in 
constant  dread  of  being  robbed  and  murdered  by  the 
rebels,  and  forced  to  take  up  his  residence  at  night  in 
caves  among  the  rocks,  when  he  could  not  reach  a 
iinoky  hut  belonging  to  some  peasant  whom  he  could 
trust.  At  one  time  especially,  he  owed  his  life  to  the 
good  offices  of  Ferdinand  O’Donnel,  a young  man,  a 
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tenant  under  the  see  of  Klllalla,  who  w’as  soon  to  make 
a conspicuous  figure  in  these  troubles.  O’Donnel  had 
been  employed  in  some  little  post  in  the  revenue  at 
Cork,  whence  he  had  lately  returned  to  his  own  coun- 
try, to  look  after  his  small  farm,  and  to  take  care  of 
his  mother,  a young  brother,  and  sisters.  He  knew 
IMr  Kirkwood  ; as  indeed  no  man  was  better  known 
nor  more  popular  in  all  that  neighbourhood,  being  a 
good-humoured  man,  well  versed  in  the  Irish  lan- 
guage, and  useful  as  a merchant  conducting  an  ex- 
tensive trade  between  Killalla  and  the  Irish  and  Eng- 
lish ports.  With  difficulty  O’Donnel  was  able  to  pro- 
tect the  fugitive  for  one  night  only  in  his  farm-house; 
but  he  incurred  the  hatred  of  the  rebels  so  much  for 
this  act  of  humanity,  that  after  sending  away  Kirk- 
wood in  the  morning,  he  was  fain  to  take  the  road  to 
Killalla  himself  the  same  day.  It  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, however,  that  he  was  glad  of  the  pretence  for 
running  to  the  scene  of  action,  where  his  vanity  whis- 
pered him,  that  he  should  find  occasion  to  distinguish 
himself.  Kirkwood  soon  after,  by  the  help  of  a trusty 
protestant  of  the  name  of  Rogers,  contrived  to  m,ake 
his  situation  known  to  the  bishop,  who  represented  the 
business  to  the  French  officers  in  such  a light,  as  pro- 
ceeding merely  from  inadvertence,  that  a passport 
was  granted,  in  consequence  of  which,  Mr  Kirkwood, 
after  many  intervening  perils,  found  means  to  get 
back  to  Killalla,  There  he  had  reason  to  mourn  over 
the  ill  consequences  of  the  hasty  step  he  had  taken, 
when  he  quitted  the  defence  of  his  house  and  property. 
Enraged  at  his  breach  of  parole,  the  French  had  taken 
N 2 
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every  thing  they  wanted  out  of  his  stores;  oats,  salt, 
and  iron,  to  a considerable  amount;  nor  had  they 
been  careful  to  prevent  depredations  by  the  rebels  in 
his  dwelling-house,  as  they  would  have  done  if  he  had 
not  fled  ; so  that  when  he  returned,  he  found  it  al- 
most a wreck. 

“ But  it  is  time  to  look  back  to  what  happened  at  the 
castle  in  the  commencement  of  the  irivasion.  Fora 
century  past  Ireland  had  known  nothing  of  the  hor- 
•rors  of  war,  but  from  description.  Our  obscure  cor- 
ner of  the  island  had  less  reason  than  almost  any  other 
part  to  look  for  a disturbance  from  foreign  enemies. 
Neither  was  there  just  cause  of  suspicion,  that  the 
county  of  Mayo,  at  least,  had  caught  any  portion  of 
that  malignant  spirit  of  disloyalty  and  religious  intole- 
rance, the  eflects  of  which  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
we  in  Connaught  bad  been  lately  deploring,  not  with- 
out a mixture  of  gratulation  on  our  own  escape  from 
the  like.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  therefore,  if  taken 
in  the  midst  of  profound  security,  the  inhabitants 
were  seized  with  a panic,  as  general  as  it  was  terrible. 

“ The  dining-room  at  the  castle,  which  a few  minutes 
before  witnessed  nothing  but  mirth  and  festivity,  was 
tilled  immediately,  from  one  end  to  the  other'  with 
French  officers  and  soldiers,  dragging  in  arms  and 
baggage,  with  prisoners  undergoing  examination  ; and 
in  one  part  with  a surgeon  and  assistants  dressing  a 
severe  wound  received  in  the  late  skirmish  by  a surly- 
looking  officer  of  the  French  grenadiers.  All  the 
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lower  part  of  the  house,  together  with  the  court-yard, 
and  offices,  was  occupied  by  the  soldiery,  to  the  num- 
ber of  at  least  three  hundred.  And  here  it  would  be 
an  act  of  great  injustice  to  the  excellent  discipline  con- 
stantly maintained  by  these  Invaders  while  they  re- 
mained in  our  town,  not  to  remark,  that  with  every 
temptation  to  plunder,  which  the  time  and  the  num* 
her  of  valuable  articles  within  their  reach  presented  to 
them,  from  a side-board  of  plate  and  glasses,  a hall 
filled  with  hats,  whips,  and  great  coats,  as  well  of  the 
guests  as  of  the  family,  not  a single  particular  of  pri- 
vate property  was  found  to  have  been  carried  away, 
when  the  owners,  after  th^  first  fright  was  over,  came 
to  look  for  their  etfects,  which  was  not  for  a day  or 
two  after  the  landing.  Immediately  upon  entering 
the  dining-room,  a French’  officer  had  called  for  the 
bishop’s  butler,  and  gathering  up  the  spoons  and  the 
glasses,  had  desired  him  to  take  them  to  his  pantry. 

“ On  the  middle  floor  of  thenew  house,  the  drawing- 
room  was  converted  into  a prison  for  the  yeomen,  till 
they  were  sent  on  the  twenty-sixth  to  Ballina,  when  it 
returned  to  the  jiossession  of  the  family,  A store- 
room on  the  same  floor  was  left  undisturbed  ; the  two 
bed-chambers  adjoining  were  reserved  for  the  general 
and  his  principal  officers.  The  attic  story,  contaiii- 
ing  a library  and  three  bed-chambers,  continued  sa- 
cred to  the  bishop  and  liis  family.  And  so  scrupulous 
was  the  delicacy  of  the  French  not  to  disturb  the  fe- 
male part  of  the  house,  that  not  one  of  them  was  ever 
seen  to  go  higher  than  the  middle  floor,  except  on  the 
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evening  of  their  success  at  Castlebar,  when  two  officers 
begged  leave  just  to  carry  to  the  family  the  news  of 
the  battle,  and  seemed  a little  mortified  that  the  in- 
telligence was  received  with  an  air  of  dissatisfaction, 

“ It  is  not  easy  by  any  force  of  language  to  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  miseries  of  that  first  night,  which 
succeeded  to  the  landing  of  the  enemy.  To  the  terri- 
fied imaginations  of  the  town’s  people,  the  castle  in- 
stantly presented  itself,  as  the  only  place  where  they 
could  have  a chance  of  safety.  Thither  accordingly  they 
fled,  without  distinction  of  age,  sex,  or  condition,  forc- 
ing their  way  into  every  corner  of  the  house  and  offices, 
occupying  the  stair-cases,  spreading  through  the  bed- 
chambers, and  some  of  them  even  thrusting  themselves 
and  their  children  into  the  same  beds  with  the  infants 
of  the  bishop’s  family.  Women  that  had  lain  sick  in 
their  beds  for  a month  before,  and  one  old  lady  past 
eighty,  who  was  bed-rid,  and  believed  to  be  at  the 
point  of  death,  gathering  strength  from  despair,  con- 
trived to  work  their  way  to  the  very  top  of  the  house. 
Chairs  were  placed  round  the  lobby  of  the  attic  story, 
on  which  the  family,  witli  some  of  their  principal  ac- 
quaintance, remained  without  a thought  of  repose  for 
the  whole  night.  Indeed  the  leaden  hand  of  sleep 
could  not  have  closed  any  eye-lids  but  those  of  an  in- 
fant. The  whole  house  resounded  like  a bedlam  with 
the  loquacity  of  the  Frenchmen  below,  and  the  shrieks 
and  groans  of  the  fugitives  above.  Among  the  last 
there  wanted  not  some,  who  sought  consolation  from 
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the  whiskey  bottle,  in  consequence  of  which  they  be- 
came presently  so  clamorous  and  troublesome,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  restrain  them  by  force, 

“ Of  the  company  that  had  dined  at  the  castle  that 
day,  two  clergymen  made  their  escape  on  foot,  and 
I gained  the  neighbouring  mountains,  leaving  their  horses 
j to  be  seized  by  the  French.  The  dean  of  Killalla, 
(parish  minister  of  the  town)  the  rev.  Thomas  Thomp- 
son, brought  his  wife  and  children  from  his  own  dwell- 
ing to  the  castle,  where  they  were  sheltered  with  the 
cordiality  due  to  the  uncommon  excellence  of  their 
i characterj  and  continued  there  till  a gracious  Provi- 
dence wrought  our  deliverance.  The  bishop  had  every 
reason  to  rejoice,  that  in  his  distress  he  should  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  assisted  by  the  judgment, 
the  steadiness,  and  temper,  of  dean  Thompson  and 
doctor  Ellison.  This  last  gentleman  indeed  continued 
with  him  but  one  w’eek,  being  dismissed  on  his  parole 
to  Castlebar  ; but  wherever  he  w^as,  the  bishop  felt 
the  beneficial  effects  of  his  active  and  friendly  disposi- 
tion. The  rev.  Robert  Nixon,*  curate  of  the  parish,  a 
most  w’orthy  and  valuable  young  man,  was  also  an  in- 
mate at  the  castle  during  the  whole  time  of  the  trou- 
bles. The  rev.  Mr  Little,  from  the  neighbouring  pa- 
rish, of  Lackan,  embraced  the  same  asylum,  after  he 
had  been  driven  from  his  parsonage  by  the  insurgents, 
who  left  him  neither  house  nor  property.  The 
bishop’s  own  family  consisted  of  himself,'his  lady,  his 
sister-in-law,  Mrs  Cope,  the  rev.  James  Burrowes 
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(v)nvate  tutor),  a young  nephew,  and  eleven  children*. 
The  servants  were  thirteen  in  number. 

“ On  the  morning  after  his  arrival,  Humbert  began 
his  military  operations  by  pushing  forwards  to  Ballina  ' 
a detachment  of  a hundred  men,  forty  of  whom  he 
mounted  on  the  best  horses  he  could  lay  hishand  upon 
in  the  country.  On  the  road  he  concealed  under  the 
arch  of  a bridge,  adjoining  to  Killalla,  a sergeant’s 
guard,  to  watch  the  motions  of  any  straggling  party 
from  the  enemy  ; a measure  of  prudence  which  prov- 
ed fatal  to  the  rev.  George  Fortescue  (nephew  to  Lord 
Clermont)  a clergyman  of  the  diocese,  of  the  fairest 
character.  This  young  gentleman,  who  had  been  en- 
rolled in  his  brother’s  troop,  in  the  county  of  Louth, 
had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a reconnoitring  party 
from  Ballina,  and  falling  in  with  the  ambuscade,  re- 
ceived a wound  in  his  groin,  of  which  he  died  in  great 
agony,  but  with  the  most  exemplary  patience  and  re- 
signation about  nine  days  after.  The  carabineers  and 
yeomanry  of  Ballina,  after  a short  resistance,  consulted 
tlieir  safety  by  flight,  leaving  the  town  and  one  oftheir 
company,  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  a Newport  ca- 
valier, who  was  surprised  in  his  bed  before  he  had  time 
to  escape. 

“ The  person  of  this  prisoner  chancing  to  be  large 
and  corpulent,  general  Humbert  chose  to  make  apub- 


* Mrs  Stock  had  four  other  children  abroad,  two  married 
daughters,  and  two  officers  serving  in  the  snny. 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 


.129 


! 

I 


i 


lie  exhibition  of  him,  as  the  spolia  opima  of  his  vic- 
tory. Placing  him  therefore  in  his  mjiform^  at  his  left 
hand,  in  a curricle  drawn  by  two  handsome  horses,  late 
the  property  of  poor  Mr  Fortescue,  the  general  rode 
back  from  Ballina  into  Killalla  in  triumph,  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  a crowd  of  peasantry,  as  well  as  of 
his  army.  The  indolent  captive,  as  he  earned  his  eyes 
quietly  round  the  throng,  looked  not  unlike  a sea-lion 
just  awaked  out  of  his  sleep. 


“ In  war,  it  is  said,  the  first  success  is  every  thing. 
The  maxim  was  at  least  verified  here,  by  tiie  instant 
accession  of  many  hundreds  of  the  country  people  to 
the  cause  of  the  French,  which  they  affected  to  style 
the  cause  of  Ireland  and  liberty.  A green  flag  was 
mounted  over  the  castle  gate,  with  the  inscription  erin 
GO  BRAGH,  importing,  as  lam  told,  Ireland  for  ever  I 
This  flag  was  the  signal  to  invite  as  many  as  had  the 
spirit  to  assert  their  freedom  to  join  a brave  people, 
who  were  come  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  make  them 
independent  and  happy.  The  generous  purpose  was 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  immediate  delivery  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  clothing,  to  the  new  levies  of  the 
country.  Projierty  was  to  be  inviolable.  Ready 
money  w^as  to  come  over  in  the  ships  expected  every 
day  from  France.  In  the  meantime,  whatever  was 
brought  in  voluntarily,  or  taken  by  necessity  to  an- 
swer the  occasions  of  the  army,  should  be  I'unctuaily 
paid  for  in  drafts  on  the  future  directory,  of  which  the 
owners  of  the  goods  demanded  were  courteously  invit- 
ed ‘to  accept.  For  the  first  two  or  three  days  many 
VOL.IJ.  O 
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peonledid  apply  for  such  drafts  to  the  French  commis* 
sary  of  stores,  whose  whole  time  appeared  to  be  taken, 
up  with  writing  them.  Indeed  the  bishop  himself 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  losers  would  act  wisely  to  ac- 
cept of  them  ; not,  as  he  told  the  people,  that  they 
would  ever  produce  payment  where  it  was  promised,, 
but  because  they  might  serve  as  documents  to  our  own 
government,  when  at  a future  period  it  should  come 
to  inquire  into  the  losses  sustained  by  its  loyal  sub- 
jects, The  trouble,  however,  of  the  commissary,  in  is-* 
suing,  drafts  on  a bank  in  prospect,,  was  not  of  long 
duration.  The  people  smiled  first,  and  he  joined* 
in  tlie  smile  himself,  at  last,  when  he  offered  the  airy 
security. 

But  if  cash  was  wanting,  the  promise  of  clothings 
and  arms  to  the  recruits  was  made  good  on  the  spot,, 
and  to  a considerable  extent.  Chests,  containing  each 
forty  fusils,  and  others  filled  with  new  French  uni-~ 
forms,  and  gaudy  belmits,  being  heaped  together  im 
the  castle-yard,  the  first  that  offered  their  service,  re- 
ceived complete  clothing  ; and  these,  by  credible  re- 
port, were  about  a thousand  in  number.^  The  next 
comers,  who  were  at  least  as  many,  had  every  thing, 
but  shoes  and  stockings.  To  the  last,  arms  only  were 
given.  And  of  arms  colonel  Charost  assured  the 
bishop  not  less  than  five  thousand  five  hundred  stand 
were  in  this  place  delivered  out  to  the  insurgents.  The 
musquets  were  pronounced,  by  those  who  were  judges 
of  them,  to  be  well  fabricated,  though  their  bore  was. 
too  small  to  admit  English  bullets.  The  carabines 
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were  remarkable  for  their  goodness.'  Swords. and  pis- 
tols, of  which  there  was  no  great  plenty,  w'ere  reserv- 
ed as  marks  of  distinction,  to  be  distributed  only  ta 
the  rebel  ofacers.. 

“ It  was  a melancholy  spectacle  to  those  in  the  cas- 
tle to  witness  the  eagerness  with  which  the  unfortunate 
rustics  pressed  forward  to  lay  hold  of  these  fatal  trap- 
pings, the  sure  harbingers  of  their  own  speedy  de- 
struction., A very  little  penetration  was  required  ta 
discover  the  mad  ness,  of  expecting  final  success  in  an 
enterprise  conducted  by  such  a force,  against  an  army 
at  that  time  in  the  kingdom,. of  probably  not  less  than 
a hundred  thousand  men.  But  though  the  bait  was 
visible  to  people  of  any  sense,  to  the  multitude  it  cer- 
tainly was  in  no  small  degree  alluring,. 

“ The  uncombed,  ragged  peasant,  who  had  never 
before  known  the  luxury  of  shoes  and  stockings,  now 
washed,  powdered,  and  full  dressed,  was.  metamor- 
phosed into  another  being,  the  rather  because  the  far: 
greater  part  of  these  mountaineers  w'ere  by  no  means 
deficient  either  in  size  or  person.  Look  atihesepoor 
fellows,’  said  Humbert  with  an  air  of  triumph  to  the 
bishop,  ‘ they  are  made,,  you-  find,  of  the  same  stuff 
with  ourselves.’  A still  stronger  temptation  offered 
itself,  to  people  unaccustomed  to  animal  food,  in  a 
full  enjoyment  of  fresh  meat.  The  least  allowance  of 
beef  for  a day  was  one  pound  to  each  recruit.  This 
was- devoured  with  an  avidity  that  excited  sometimes 
the  mirth,  sometimes  the  contempt  of  thsir  French 
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associates*  An  officer  protested,  that  having  for  cu- 
rio.sity  trusted  an  Irishman  at  once  with  an  allowance 
of  ei^ht  pounds  of  dressed  meat,  he  saw  the  creature 
throw  himself  on  the  ground  and  begin  to  gnaw  it  so 
eagerly,  that  he  was  sure  he  would  not  rise  until  he 
had  consumed  it* 

- The  expectation  of  ^poil  undoubtedly  came  in 
for  a full  share  of  the  inducements  that  prompted  the 
indigent  to  shake  off  the  restraints  of  civil  rule,  and 
armed  him  against  his  wealthy  neighbours.  It  is  a 
debt  due  to  justice,  however,  to  observe  that  if  the 
first  who  joined  the  enemy  were  enticed  by  hope  to  a 
foreign  standard,  very  many  took  the  same  road  after- 
wards merely  through  fear*  Great  pains  were  taken 
by  the  early  insurgents  to  frighten  their  neighbours  in- 
to the  same  inclosure  of  peril  with  themselves,  partly 
by  the  most  horrid  menaces,  in  case  of  refusal  to  join 
the  common  cause,  and  partly  by  spreading  lies  of  the 
protestants,  whom  they  represented  as  orangemen, 
universally  bent  or^  the  excision  of  the  catholics. 

When  the  united  weight  of  sn  many  temptations  is 
duly  estimated,  operating  besides  on  a bodv  of  pea- 
santry already  estranged  from  their  protestant  neigh- 
bours by  difference  of  religion,  language,'  and  educa- 
tion, it  will  rather  be  matter  of  surprise  that  so  little* 
mischief  was  the  result  of  the  insurrection  in  Con- 
naught, and  that  we  had  not  the  same  horrid  scenes  of 
cruelty  and  religious  intolera*)Ce  to  mourn  over,  as  had 
lately  stamped  indelible  disgrace  on  the  eastern  pro- 
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vince.  It  is  a circumstance  worthy  of  particular  no- 
tice, that  during  the  whole  time  of  this  civil  commo- 
tion, not  a drop  of  blood  was  shed  by  the  Connaught 
rebels,  except  in  the  field  of  war.  It  is  true  the  ex- 
ample and  influence  of  the  French  went  a great  way 
to  prevent  sanguinary  excesses.  But  it  will  not  be 
deemed  fair  to  ascribe  to  this  cause  alone  the  forbear- 
ance of  which  we  were  witnesses,  when  it  is  consider- 
ed what  a range  of  country  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the 
rebels  for  several  days  after  the  French  power  wag 
known  to  be  at  an  end. 

“ These  reflections  are  offered  to  the  public  as  an  apo- 
logy for  the  opinion  of  certain  persons  vvho  became 
advocates  for  lenity,  w'hen,  on  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion,  the  treatment  due  to  the  insurgents  was 
the  object  of  discussion.  Fire  and  sw'ord  was  the 
language  of  gentlemen  whose  loss  by  the  war,  though 
grievous  and  highly  provoking,  was  only  the  loss  of 
property.  Milder  sentiments  may  reasonably  be  al- 
low’ed  to  have  place  in  bosoms  whi.ch  had  throbbed 
wdth  the  apprehension  of  a greater  mischief  than  spo- 
liation. Experience  had  taught  them  that  life  is  the 
first  of  worldly  possessions ; and  having  saved  that 
blessing  themselves,  they  could  not  be  m haste  to  ra- 
vish it  from  others. 

“ Indeed  where  there  had  appeared  all  along  so  few 
traces  of  rancour  in  these  poor  country  folk,  it  was 
impossible  for  a spectator  of  their  actions  not  to  pity 
them  for  their  very  simplicity.  It  was  such  that  even 
VoL.  II.  P 
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the  serious  situation  in  which  we  were  placed  was  fre- 
quently insufficient  to  repress  our  laughter  at  it.  The' 
coxcombry  of  the  youus:  peasants  in  their  new  dress  ; 
the  mixture  of  good  humour  and  contempt  in  the 
weather-beaten  countenances  of  the  French,  em- 
ployed in  making  puppies  of  them  ; the  haste  of  the 
undressed  to  be  as  fine  as  their  neighbours,  casting 
away  their  old  clothes  long  before  it  came  to  be  their 
turn  to  receive  the  new  ; above  all,  the  merry  activity 
of  a handsome  young  fellow,  a marine  officer,  whose 
business  it  was  to  consummate  tlie  vanity  of  the  re- 
cruits, by  decorating  them  with  helmets  beautifully 
edged  with  spotted  brown  paper,  to  look  like  leopard’s 
skin,  a task  which  he  performed  standing  on  a powder 
barrel,  and  making  the  helmet  fit  any  skull,  even  the 
largest,  by  thumping  it  down  with  his  fists,  careless 
whether  it  could  ever  be  taken  off  again — these  were 
circumstances  that  would  have  made  you  smile, 
though  you  had  been  just  come  from  seeing  your 
liouse  in  flames.  A spectale  not  less  provoking  to 
mirth  presented  itself  to  your  view^,  if  you  followed 
the  new'  soldiers  after  they  had  received  their  arms  and 
cartridges,  and  observed  their  manner  of  using  them. 
It  was  common  with  tliem  to  put  in  their  cartridges  at 
the  wrong  end,  and  when  tliey  stuck  in  the  passage 
(as  they  often  did)  the  inverted  barrel  was  set  to  work 
against  the  ground,  till  it  was  bent  and  useless.  At 
first  they  were  trusted  with  balls  as  w'cll  as  with  pcw'- 
der.  But  this  practice  was  not  repealed,  after  it  had 
gone  near  costing  his  life  to  general  Humbert.  As  he 
was  standing  at  an  open  window  in  the  castle,  the  ge- 
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neral  heard  a ball  whistle  by  his  ear,  discharged  by  an 
awkward  recruit  in  the  yard  below,  whom  he  instantly 
punished  with  an  unmerciful  caning.  The  ball  passed 
into  the  cieling,  where  the  mark  of  it  is  still  apparent. 
Lastly,  it  was  quite  unsuitable  to  the  spirit  of  these 
rustic  warriors  to  keep  their  firelocks  idle  till  they 
should  come  in  sight  of  an  enemy,  when  there  were  so 
many  inferior  animals  on  which  they  might  be  tried. 
A crowd  got  about  Charost  one  day,  clamouring 
for  a supply  of  powder  and  shot.  ‘ Tell  them,*  said 
the  commandant,  in  a passion,  ‘ they  shall  have  no 

* more,  till  1 am  sure  they  will  not  waste  their  charges 

* upon  ravens.* 

“ The  French,  it  is  well  known,  are  a nation  ready 
enough  to  consider  themselves  superior  to  any  people 
in  the  world  ; but  here  indeed  it  would  have  been 
ridiculous  not  to  prefer  the  Gallic  troops  in  every  re- 
spect before  their  new  allies.  Intelligence,  activity, 
temperance,  patience,  to  a surprising  degree,  appear- 
ed to  be  combined  in  the  soldiery  that  came  over  with 
Humbert,  together  with  the  exactest  obedience  to 
discipline.  Yet  if  you  except  their  grenadiers,  they 
had  nothing  to  catch  the  eye.  Their  stature  for  the 
most  part  was  low,  their  complexion  pale  and  sallow, 
their  clothes  much  the  worse  of  the  wear:  to  a super- 
ficial observer,  they  would  have  appeared  incapable  of 
enduring  almost  any  hardship.  These  were  the  men, 
however,  of  whom  it  was  presently  observJ^d,  that  they 
could  be  well  content  to  live  on  bread  or  potatoes,  to 
drink  water,  to  make  the  stones  of  the  street  their 
P 2 
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bed,  and  to  sleep  in  their  clothes,  with  no  covering 
but  the  canopy  of  heaven.  One  half  of  their  number 
had  served  in  Italy  under  Bonaparte ; the  rest  were 
from  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  where  they  had  suffered 
distresses  that  well  accounted  for  thin  persons  and 
wan  looks.  Several  of  them  declared  with  all  the 
marks  of  sincerity,  that  at  the  siege  of  Mentz,  dur- 
ing the  preceding  winter,  they  had  for  a long  time 
slept  on  the  ground  in  holes  made  four  feet  deep  un- 
der the  snow.  And  an  officer,  pointing  to  his  leather 
small-clothes,  assured  the  bishop,  that  he  had  not 
taken  them  off  for  a twelvemonth. 

“ Humbert,  the  leader  of  this  singular  body  of  men, 
was  himself  as  extraordinary  a personage  as  any  in  his 
army.  Of  a good  height  and  shape,  in  the  full  vigour 
of  life,  prompt  to  decide,  quick  in  execution,  appa- 
rently master  of  his  art,  you  could  not  refuse  him  tlie 
praise  of  a good  officer,  while  his  physiognomy  forbad 
you  to  like  him  as  a man.  His  eye,  which  was  small 
and  sleepy,  (the  effect  probably  of  much  watching) 
cast  a side-long  glance  of  insidiousness,  and  even  of 
cruelty : it  was  the  eye  of  a cat,  preparing  to  spring 
on  her  prey.  His  education  and  manners  were  indica- 
tive of  a person  sprung  from  the  lowest  orders  of  so- 
ciety, though  he  knew  how,  (as  most  of  his  country- 
men do)  to  assume,  where  it  was  convenient,  the  de- 
portment of  a gentleman.  For  learning,  he  scarcely 
had  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  write  his  name.  His 
passions  were  furious,  and  all  his  behaviour  seemed 
marked  with  the  characters  of  roughness  and  violence. 
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A narrower  observation  of  him,  however,  served  to 
discover,!  that  much  of  this  roughness  was  the  result 
of  art,  being  assumed  with  the  view  of  extorting  by 
terror  a ready  compliance  with  his  commands.  Of 
this  truth  the  bishop  himself  was  one  ©f  the  first  who 
had  occasion  to  be  made  sensible. 

“ Boats  were  necessary  to  transport  the  artillery  and 
stores  from  the  ships,  cars  and  horses  to  forward  them 
by  land  ; and  these  were  to  be  procured  without  de- 
lay, the  life  of  the  present  enterprise  consisting  in  dis- 
patch. High  prices  were  ofiered ; but  the  fishermen 
of  Kill  alia  at  first  kept  out  of  the  way;  and  of  the 
cars  none  could  be  got,  but  what  were  seized  at  the 
first  onset.  Application,  therefore,  was  made  to  the 
bishop,  whose  answer  was  (what  was  really  true)  that 
he  had  no  authority  in  that  place,  civil  or  personal; 
that  he  was  not  a magistrate,  nor  had  time  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  people,  having  settled  himself  in 
the  town,  from  another  part  of  the  kingdom,  only  a 
few  months  before,  Humbert  replied,  that  he  should 
not  have  troubled  his  lordship,  if  the  proper  magi- 
strate had  not  fled,  in  violation  of  his  parole  ; that  he 
eared  little,  by  what  means  the  bishop  should  contrive 
to  get  him  what  he  wanted  ; but  as  he  was  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitant,  he  must  and  would  charge  him  with 
the  office  of  producing  boats  and  cars,  and  that  by 
the  very  next  morning.  The  bishop,  in  Humbert’s 
presence,'  desired  his  people  to  go  out  into  the  town, 
and  try  to  convince  the  inhabitants  that  the  general’s 
orders  must  be  obeyed. 
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“ Next  morning,  when  neither  boat  nor  car  appear- 
ed, Humbert  became  furious.  He  poured  forth  a 
torrent  of  vulgar  abuse,  roared,  stamped,  laid  his 
hand  frequently  upon  a scymitar  that  battered  the 
ground,  presented  a pistol  at  the  bishop’s  eldest  son, 
and  at  last  told  the  bishop  himself,  that  he  would 
make  him  sensible  he  was  not  to  be  trifled  with,  for 
he  would  punish  his  disobedience  by  sending  him  in- 
stantly to  France.  Orders  to  this  effect  were  given 
on  the  spot  to  an  officer,  who  delivered  him  in  charge 
to  a corporal’s  guard,  only  allowing  him  time  to  put 
on  his  hat.  The  inhabitants  stared  in  silence,  as  they 
saw  the  bishop  conducted  on  foot  thiough  the  town. 
The  French  soldiers  marched  him  at  a good  pace 
along  the  road  that  led  to  the  ships,  and  seemed  to 
have  received  orders  not  to  answer  any  of  his  questions. 

“ When  they  had  advanced  about  half  a mile,  and 
were  beginning  to  pass  a hill  that  would  have  conceal- 
ed the  town  from  their  view,  they  were  overtaken  by 
an  express  on  horseback,  with  the  general’s  orders  to 
return.  On  entering  the  castle,  the  bishop  was  hailed 
with  the  gratulations  of  the  French  officers,  and  ex- 
cuses for  the  conduct  of  their  commander,  a hasty 
man  they  said,  but  very  good  natured.  Humbert 
liimself  received  him  on  the  stairs  with  an  apology  for 
what  he  had  done,  pleading  necessity,  a plea  which 
was  readily  admitted.  Indeed  the  bishop  had  felt  no 
apprehension  at  any  time,  that  the  menace  would  be 
seriously  carried  into  effect.  He  knew  the  French 
could  not  w’ant  his  presence,  nor  Ins  assistance  as  an 
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interpreter;  and  he  saw,  through  its  disguise,  the 
real  object  of  Humbert’s  aftected  fury,  which  ended 
as  that  officer  had  expected,  in  the  immediate  appear- 
ance of  the  people  of  whom  he  was  in  search.  The 
bishop’s  danger,  if  there  was  any,  was  so  quickly  over, 
that  happily  the  greater  part  of  his  family  knew  no- 
thing of  it  till  it  was  past. 

“ Scarcely,  however,  had  he  got  clear  of  one  disa- 
greeable business,  when  another  was  thrown  in  his 
way.  Every  thing  being  ready  for  a march  by  Satur- 
day the  twenty-fifth,  the  French  general  determined 
to  leave  behind  him  at  Killalla  two  hundred  of  his  own 
soldiers,  under  the  command  of  half  a dozen  officers, 
to  secure  himself  a retreat,  in  case  of  miscarriage,  to 
his  ammunition,  a large  proportion  of  which,  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  barrels  of  a hun- 
dred pounds  each,  could  not  be  forwarded  for  want  of 
the  means  of  conveyance.  But  this  was  not  the  osten- 
sible reason  for  leaving  the  men.  It  was  pretended, 
that  they  were  suffered  to  remain  out  of  pure  compas- 
sion to  the  protestants  of  the  vicinity,  whose  lives 
might  be  in  danger  from  the  new  levies,  while  the 
French  were  elsewhere  employed.  Hostages  there- 
fore must  be  taken  at  least  as  far  as  Ballina,  in  ex- 
change for  the  six  officers  that  should  be  left  to  keep 
the  peace  at  Killalla ; and  the  bishop  was  given  to 
understand,  that  he  himself,  and  one  of  his  sons, 
must  .make  a part  of  the  number.  Remonstrances 
w ere  vain.  The  bishop  found  himself  obliged  to  com- 
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municate  the  unwelcome  tidings  to  the  family,  and  to 
order  his  chaise  for  the  following  morning. 

“ At  no  one  period  of  their  calamity,  perhaps,  did 
the  patience  of  the  women  sustain  a ruder  assault. 
To  be  separated,  under  such  circumstances,  for  a 
time  unknown,  perhaps  for  ever  (for  it  was  then  said 
and  believed,  that  the  hostages  were  destined  to  follow 
every  where  the  camp  and  fortunes  of  the  invaders) 
this  was  bitter  news.  Mrs  Thompson,  the  dean’s  lady, 
sunk  under  it  into  a swoon  : advanced  in  her  preg- 
nancy, she  had  nerves  that  did  not  keep  pace  with 
the  excellent  temper  of  her  mind.  Mrs,  Stock  and 
Mrs  Cope  said  nothing.  But  the  eye  that  met  theirs 
during  that  scene  of  anguish,  feels  a dimness  at  the 
reviewal  of  it, 

“ Next  morning  (Sunday)  the  prospect  cleared  up 
a little,  though  still  unpleasant.  The  general  had 
changed  his  mind,  and  would  accept  of  the  bishop’s 
eldest  son  in  place  of  the  father.  It  was  a strange  alle- 
viation of  pain,  to  be  derived  from  exposing  to  danger 
a son,  w'ho  had  found  favour  with  every  body  that 
knew  him,  as  well  as  with  his  parents.  But  the  youth 
(a  college  lad  under  nineteen)  thought  nothing  of  a 
danger  from  which  his  father  was  exempted,  and  went 
off  cheerfully  with  the  other  four  hostages,  whom  the 
bishop  was  ordered  to  nominate;  for  Humbert  had 
consented  to  take  but  one  of  the  sons  instead  of  two. 
The  four  named  were  John  Knox,  esq.  of  Bartrach, 
ThomasKiikwood,  lieutenant  of  the Tyrawley  cavalry  j 
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James  Rutledge,  custom-house  officer ; and  the  curate, 
Mr  Nixon. 

“ With  a levity  which  seemed  to  mark  the  general 
tenor  of  his  conduct,  Humbert  signified  to  the  hos- 
tages, presently  after  their  arrival  at  Ballina,  that 
they  were  at  liberty  to  go  home  again.  He  himself 
marched  his  forces  directly  towards  Castlebar,  leaving 
one  True,  an  ignorant  brutal  officer,  with  a fev/ 
French,  and  a rabble  of  the  Irish,  to  retain  possession 
of  Ballina.  True  would  not  confirm  the  indulgence 
granted  by  the  general,  till  the  day  following;  so  that 
the  five  gentlemen  passed  a most  unquiet  night  amidst 
a crew  of  drunken  and  insolent  rebels,  with  scarcely 
any  accommodation.  The  horses  on  which  they  rode 
to  Ballina,  were  not  to  be  found  next  day ; but  the 
hostages  w^ere  glad  to  find  their  way  back  again  on 
foot. 

“ The  charge  of  Killalla,  with  the  title  of  com- 
mandant, was  committed  to  M.  Charost,  chef  de 
demi-brigadei  which  answers  to  our  title  of  lieutenant- 
colonel.  The  choice  proved  a fortunate  one  for  the 
town  ; Charost  being  a man  of  sense  and  honour,  in 
short,  in  every  respect  the  opposite  of  True.  This 
officer  began  his  command  by  obliging  the  bisliop  so 
far  as  to  grant  a passport  to  captain  Hill,  the  worthy 
register  of  the  diocese,  empowering  him  to  go  home 
to  Limerick.  By  him  the  bishop  found  the  much- 
desired  opportunity* of  conveying  a letter  to  his  friends 
in  Dublin,  the  only  one  they  received  from  him  till 
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the  town  was  recovered.  A verbal  account,  however, 
of  the  family,  was  carried  to  Dublin  by  doctor  Elli- 
son, who  got  leave  from  Charost,  oa  the  twenty-ninth, 
to  return  to  Castlebar,  from  which  town  he  followed 
his  lady  and  family  to  the  capital.  Mr  John  Thomp- 
son, the  dean’s  brother,  was  permitted,  at  the  same 
time  with  doctor  Ellison,  to  go  to  his  house  in  Castle- 
bar, where  he  hospitably  entertained  the  bishop’s  son 
Arthur,  when  he  was  presently  after  sent  to  the  same 
town  in  quality  of  hostage. 

Though  the  enemy  took  away  nothing  with  them, 
w'hen  they  moved,  but  what  was  necessary  for  their 
operations  in  the  field,  yet  that  necessity  was  found  to 
comprehend  the  best  part  of  what  the  country  possess- 
ed, v/hether  of  stock  or  victuals.  The  bishop’s  larder 
and  cellar,  both  plentifully  stored  at  that  season, 
scarcely  sufficed  for  three  days.  Every  thing  that  he 
had  in  the  fields  disappeared  : corn,  potatoes,  cattle, 
were  all  wanted,  and  taken  from  him,  before  any 
thing  was  touched  that  belonged  to  the  poor.  Of  bis 
kitchen  grate  so  incessant  use  was  made,  from  early 
morning  even  to  midnight,  that  the  chimney  .was  on 
fire  more  than  once,  and  in  the  middle  of  summer, 
above  thirty  tons  of  coals  lasted  only  one  month.  His 
stables  yielded  nine  horses  of  his  own  (most  of  them 
good  ones)  with  proper  furniture  ; and  his  guests  con- 
tributed about  half  a dozen  more.  The  coach-house 
was  stript  of  nothing  but  harness ; those  brave  officers 
despising  the  luxury  of  a chaise.  Cars,  carts,  and  a 
large  waggon,  with  their  furniture,  went  of  course. 
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In  three  days  he  had  lost  to  the  value  of  six  hundred 
pounds.  But  it  was  clear,  that  even  this  damage  was 
nothing  in  comparison  of  what  he  must  have  sustained, 
if  he  had  fled,  (as  he  was  advised,  and  even  ofiered  the 
means  to  do)  on  the  first  approach  of  the  French. 
The  rum  of  his  house  and  furniture,  both  valuable, 
would  have  been  the  consequence ; not  to  speak  of  the 
mischiefs  throughout  the  neighbourhood,  which  he 
was  ha^jpy  enough  by  his  presence  and  exertions  to 
avert.” 


CHAP.  XV. 


''On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Au^ist,  Lord  Cornwallis 
received  intelligence  of  the  landing  of  the  French 
troops,  and  immediately  ordered  a force,  which  was 
thought  to  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  to 
proceed  to  that  quarter.  Major-general  Hutchinson 
arrived  at  Castlebar  on  the  twenty-fifth,  from  Galway, 
and  was  joined  the  following  night  by  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Lake,  who  had  been  ordered  by  lord  Cornwallis  to 
take  the  command  of  the  forces  assembled  in  Con- 
naught, to  oppose  the  French  army.  The  forces  then 
collected  amounted  to  between  three  and  four  thou- 
sand men  ; yet  the  generals  did  not  wish  to  attack  the 
enemy  until  more  forces  arrived  ; therefore  intended 
to  remain  at  Castlebar  a few  days.  General  Hum- 
bert wisely  chose  the  offensive  rather  than  the  defen- 
sive part  in  the  attack  ; and  accordingly  marched  with 
the  utmost  diligence  to  attack  the  forces  at  Castlebar, 
and  would  have  surprised  the  king’s  army  before  da}'- 
light,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  extreme  ruggedness  of 
the  roads  by  winch  he  advanced. 
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Very  few  of  the  inhabitants  joined  the  French  on 
^eir  landinsj  at  Killalla ; but  when  the  latter  gained 
possession  of  Ballina,  great  numbers  flocked  to  their 
standard,  ,and  received  the  arms  and  clothing  which 
had  been  sent  for  them  by  the  French  government. 

In  order  to  excite  rebellion^  before  too  powerful  an 
army  could  possibly  be  collected  to  overwhelm  him> 
general  Humbert  determined  .to  attack  the  forces  at 
Castlebar ; he  therefore  commenced  his  march  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  with  about  eight 
hundred  French  troops,  and  near  two  thousand  of 
the  Irish  peasantry.  Instead  of  the  common  road 
which  goes  through  the  town  of  Foxford,  where  gene- 
ral Taylor,  with  a body  of  troops,  had  been  stationed^ 
to  watph  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  Humbert  ad- 
vanced over  mountains  which  had  hitherto  been  deem-^ 
ed  i,n passable  to  an  army,  and  where  his  further  pro- 
gress might  have  been  stopped  by  a single  company, 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  at  a place  called  the  gap 
of  Barnageehy,  six  miles  from  Castlebar,  had  oui* 
army  been  apprised  of  his  approach  in  that  direction. 
The  artillery  of  the  invaders  consisted  of  only  two 
small  curricle  guns,  the  carriage  of  one  of  which  had 
broke  down,  owing  to  the  ruggedness  of  the  road,  and 
caused  a considerable  delay  in  their  march,  which 
was  very  fortunate  for  our  army. 

X At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventlj, 
information  was  received  at  Castlebar,  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  through  the  mountains.  At 
VoL.  II.  Q 
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seven  they  were  within  three  miles  of  the  town.  Our 
army  was  immediately  drawn  tip  in  an  advantageous 
position,  with  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery,  between 
the  town  and  the  assailants.  The  royal  army  was 
greatly  superior  to  that  of  the  French,  both  in 'num- 
bers and  freshness  of  the  men,  who  were  free  from 
fatigue,  while  the  enemy  were  almost  exhausted  with 
scrambling  over  the  mountains,  near  twenty  hours, 
without  repose,  from  which  circumstance  our  troops 
promised  themselves  an  easy  victory.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  action,  appearances  were  favourable  to 
their  expectations,  as  the  enemy  were  three  times 
driven  back  by  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  which  was  well 
managed  under  the  directions  of  captain  Shortall. 
These  veterans,  however,  were  determined  not  to- 
retreat;  though  from  the  appearance  and  excellent 
disposition  of  our  army,  they  expected  nothing  but 
to  be  obliged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war, 
and  as  the  Irish  insurgents  were  as  yet  of  little  or  no 
use  to  them  in  an  engagement.  The  enemy  then  filed 
away  in  small  parties,  both  to  the  right  and  left,  as  if 
they  intended  to  attack  our  troops  in  flank,  and  some 
of  them  advanced  to  the  left,  so  as  almost  to  touch  the 
points  of  the  bayonets  of  the  Frazer  fencibles.  The 
French  had  lost  many  of  their  number,  principally 
by  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  and  had  tired  very  few 
shots,  when  the  royal  army,  seized  with  an  unaccount- 
able panic,  broke  on  all  sides,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  exertions  of  the  officers,  and  retreated  in  the 
greatest  confusion  into  the  town,  and  when  the  enemy 
advanced  they  fled  on  the  road  to  Tuam. 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 


147 


A small  party  of  French  soldiers  pursued  the  flying: 
army^upwards  of  si  mile  from  the  town,  when  a party 
of  lord  Rodents  cavalry  wheeled  and  cut  them  down. 

Still  ouf  army  seemed  panic  struck,  and  retreated 
so  precipitately  as  to  reach  the  town  of  Tuam,  thirty 
miles  from  Castlebar,  irythe  evening  of  the  same  day, 
and  after  a short  refreshment,  retired  still  farther  to- 
wards Athione,  where  an  officer  of  ( avalry,  with  sixty 
of  his  men,  arrived  at  one  o’clock  on  Tuesday  the 
twenty-ninth;  having  -performed  a march  of  sixty- 
three  miles  in  twenty-seven  hours  ! 

. Our  army  lost  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  in  this 
une.xpected  defeat;  four  of  which  were  curricle  guns,- 
The  loss*  of  men  was  stated  at  fifty-three  killed,  thirty- 
four  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
missing.  Among  the  wounded  were  two  lieutenants- 
and  three  sergeants  ; and  among  the  missing  were  two. 
staff-officers,  two  majors,  three  captains,  six  lieute-- 
nants,  three*  ensigns,  ten  sergeants,  and  two  drum- 
mers. 

“ A melancholy  proof,  that  treason  had  a hand  in 
the  success ^f  the  French  at  Castlebar,  was  soon  ex- 
hibited in  the  bishop’s  court-yard.  Fifty-three  de- 
serters from  the  Longford  militia  marched  in,  amids 
the  shouts  of  the  multitude,  with  their  coats  turned, 
and  there  exchanged  the  uniforms  given  them  by  their- 
sovereign,  for  the  blue  coats  of  France  ! It  was 
strange  sight,  and  to  protestant  spectators,,  mostpro* 
Q 2 
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voting.  To  comfort  the  bishop,  the  commissary  made 
him  a present  of  the  deserters’  uniforms.  He  took  the 
gift,  foreseeing  that  he  should  ere  long  find  naked  bo- 
dies in  plenty  to  cover  with  them.  Report  said,  that 
in  a few  days  the  rebel  camp  at  Killalla  was  joined 
by  fourscore  more  deserter's  from  the  Longford  and 
Kilkenny  ,militia.  Not  a man  of  these  infamous 
betrayers  of  their  king  and  country ‘returned  alive  to 
his  home. 

“ From  the  day  that  succeeded  the  battle  of  Castle^ 
bar,  August  twent3'-eight,  snspence  was  kept  alive  at 
Killalla,  by  the  report  of  cannon  on  the  inland  side, 
nnd  by  the  appearance  of  a squadron  of  frigates  in  the 
offing,  which  were  called  French  or  English  according 
to  the  wishes  of  the  spectators.  These  ships  varied  in 
luimber,  from  one  or  two  to  five,  appearing  irresolute 
what  course  to  take,  till  at  length  three*  went  off  to- 
wards Sligo  ; a fourth,  of  thirty-tw  o gnns,  with  a cut- 
ler of  sixteen,  continuing  hovering  in  the  bay,  and 
was  at  one  time  nearlosing  her  cutter  on  the  bar.  The 
French  cherished  hopes  that  it  might  be  the  squadron 
they  expected  from  Brest,  till  on  the  the  thirtieth  they 
saw  the  single  frigate  send  out  her  boats  to  destroy  two 
trading  vessels,  of  which  the*  French  had  taken  pos- 


* “ These  were,  as  we  learned  afterwards,  the  Doris,  of  thirtj'- 
slx  gons.  Lord  Ranelagh  ; the  Melanipus,  ditto,  capt.  Moore; 
and  the  Fox  cutter,  of  twelve  guns,  lieutenant  Walsh.  The  ves- 
sels that  stayed  were  the  Cerberus,  thirty-two  guns,  is-pouof. 
dei-s,  captain  31‘Namara,  and  the  Hurler  cutter,  captain  J.  i\or~ 
way,  carrying  sixteen  carronadesjie-pouadci’s.” 
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S€sioii,  one  to  transport  their  ammunition,  just  landed,, 
the  other  to  supply  the  town  with  forty  ton  of  oatmeal.. 
The  crew  of  this  last,  seven  Frenchmen,,  were  carried' 
to  the  frigate.  The  two  sloops  continued  burning  all 
night,  and  part  of  the  next  day.  Some  of  the  poor  * 
town’s-people,  venturing  to  board  the'.oatn^eal  sloop,^ 
to  save  what  they  could  of  so  tempting  a provision,, 
narrowly  escaped  death  by  an  eighteen-pounder  from . 
the  frigate.. 

As  long  as  the  two  hundred  French  soldiers  were: 
suffered  to  remain  for  the  defence  of  Killalla,  the  pro-- 
testant  inhabitants  felt  themselves  perfectly  secure^, 
the  number  of  insurgents,  that'  poured  in  from  the 
country  to  a camp  they  formed  in  the  bishop’s  de-- 
mesne,  increased  every  hour.  The  case  was  sadly  al-» - 
tered  from  the  first  of  September.  On  that  day  the 
commandant  showed  the  bishop  an  order,  he  had  re-- 
ceived  from  general  Humbert  to  send  away  immediate-- 
ly  to  Castlebar  the  whole  French  garrison  of  Killalla, , 
none  excepted,  but  M.  Charost  himself,  and  ano-^ 
ther  officer  of  the  name  of  Ponson.  These  two  were  • 
to  keep  the  town  with  about  two  hundred  of  the  Irish, 
recruits. . 

“ All  the  horrors,  that  had  been  acted  at  WeX“- 
ford,  now  stared  the  loyalists  in  the  face.  ‘ Famished' 
* wolves  are  closing  us  in  on  every  side,*  said  they  to  , 
Charost,  ‘ and  what  can  two  men  effect,  though  ever.- 
‘•80  brave  and  vigilant  The  commandant  desired. 
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them  to  be  quiet,  assuring  them  that  he  would  part  ’ 
with  his  own  life  sooner  than  abandon  them  ; but  he 
told  the  bishop,  that  as,  by  staying  here  to  protect  the 
protestants,  he  ran  the  hazard  of  losing  his  own  liberty, 
iie  thought  it  but  reasonable  that  one  of  the  bishop’s 
sons  should  go  with  the  troops  to  Castlebar,  to  be  an 
hostage  for  his  person,  in  case  of  the  English  becom- 
ing again  masters  of  Killalla.  To  this  the  bishop 
could  not  object.  His  second  and  third  sons,  there- 
fore, drew  lots,  and  the  chance  falling  on  Arthur,  the 
third  son,  a lad  just  sixteen,  he  was  sent  away  about 
seven  in  the  evening,  on  a poor  jade  ill  accoutred,  to 
travel  all  night  with  the  French.  From  that  day  till 
the  engagement  at  Killalla,  about  three  weeks  after, 
his  parents  could  liear  nothing  from  him,  nor  he  from 
them  ; so  strictly  were  the  passes  guarded. 

“ Immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  foreigners, 
the  commandant  applied  himself  to  make  provision 
for  the  security  of  the  district  entrusted  to  him.  A 
strong  patrdle,  in  different  bodies,  was  ordered  to  pa- 
rade through  the  town  and  its  environs,  to  the  distance 
of  three  miles,  every  night.  But  as  reports  of  rob- 
beries and  midnight  assaults  came  in  continually,  M. 
Charost  thought  it  advisable  to  issue  a proclamation, 
inviting  all  the  inhabitants,  without  distinction  of  re- 
I’gion  or  partj^,  to  come  to  him,  and  receive  arms  and 
ammunition  for  their  own  defence,  under  no*  other 
condition  than  a promise  of  restoring  them  to  him 
when  he  should  call  for  them.  The  offer  w'as  present- 
iy  euabraced  by  the 'towns’  people,  especially  by  the 
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protestant  part  of  them,  who  w'ere  most  exposed  to 
danger, 'and  had  been  forced,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
invasion,  to  deliver  up  their  arms  to  the  French.  A 
distribution  accordingly  began  to  be  made  in  the_ cas- 
tle-yard, on  the  evening  of  September  hrst. 

“ The  commandant  had  now  an  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing, whether  the  fears  of  the  protestants  from  their 
popish  neighbours  were  justly  founded.  As  the  .pa- 
trole  was  setting  at  that  time,  the  rebels,  (all  roman- 
ists)  began  to  murmur  at  trusting  arms  to  the  protes- 
tant townsmen,  which  they  were  sure,  they  said,  would 
be  employed  against  the  French  and  their  allies  the 
moment  an  English  force  appeared.  Nor  did  the  mu- 
tineers want  a leader.  One  Mulheeran,  a rebel  officer, 
was  their  spokesman,  a strong-made  youhg  fellow, 
who  defended  himself  afterwards  like  a lion  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Killalla  against  three  or  four  troopers,  all  cutting 
him  with  their  swords,  and  did  not  fall  till  his  skull 
was  hacked  to  pieces.  This  man  resisted  the  comman- 
dant to  bis  face,  and  went  so  far  as  to  throw  down  the 
arms  he  had  received  from  the  French,  when  Charost 
told  him  he'would  trust  all  alike  with  arms,  who 
chose  to  take  a musqnet  in  their  own  defence.  The 
bishop  laboured  hard  to  pacify  the  malecontents, 
amidst  darkness  and  clamour,  and  the  confusion  of 
three  languages.  ' 

“ After  an  hour’s  struggle,  several  of  the  protestants, 
intimidated  by  the  menaces  of  the  others,  returned 
the  arms  they  had  received,  and  said  they  would  trust 
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themselves  to  the  protection  of  the  patrole  ; which  pot 
an  end,  for  that  night,  to  the  disturbance. 

It  was  renewed,  however,  the  two  following  days- 
with  unabating  violence  ; till  at  length  the  protestants, 
harassed  by  domiciliary  visits  of  armed  rebels  in  search 
of  concealed  weapons,  agreed  in  a petition  to  the  com- 
mandant that  he  would  call  in  by  proclamation  what 
he  had  given  out,  and  forbid  in  future  any  person’s  ap-- 
pearing  in  arms,  except  recruits  for  the  French  ser- 
vice. The  terror  of  being  tlius  stript  of  the  means  of 
defence  was^  exaggerated  by  the  alarming  accounts  of' 
depredations  on  every  side  of  Killalla,  to  the  distance* 
of  several  miles.  Not  a night  passed,  but  some  house 
was  rifled  ; scarce  an  hour  in  the  day  elapsed,  in  which 
the  bishop  was  not  importuned  to  lay  some  lameuta-- 
tion  belbre  the  commandant,  or  to  send  out  some  - 
guard  for  protection.  Willing  to  do  his  best,  he  in-- 
terpreted,  he  drew  up  petitions,  he  dispatched  guards- 
to  protestant  families  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  went 
from  house  to  house  in  the  town  to  inquire  after  abuses, 
till  in  the  evening  always,  and  frequently  in  the  day 
time,  he  was  forced  to  throw  himself  on  a bed,  unable  - 
to  keep  his  feet.  Yet  his  health  and  appetite  seemed, 
to  be  improved  by  the  extraordinary  fatigue,  nor  did  i 
he  ever  in  his  life  sleep  better. . 

“ But  if  it  was  doubtful  whether  arms  might  safely 
be  committed  to  every  inhabitant  of  Killalla,  it  ad-- 
niitted  no  dispute  at  all  that  the  town  could  not  exist 
without  some  form  of  civil  government. . Depreda-« 
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tors  crowded  in  hourly  from  the  country,  to  the  equal 
annoyance  and  terror  of  every  body  who  had  property, 
whether  catholic  or  protestant.  The  French,  it  was 
said,  had  divided  (he  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Cas- 
tlebar into  districts,  appointing  over  each  a municipal 
officer,  with  a guard  at  his  command,  properly  armed 
for  the  public  defence  ; and  the  scheme  had  there  had 
the  desired  success.  A proclamation  was  therefore  is- 
sued for  establishing  a similar  form  through  the  can- 
ton over  which  Charost  presided.  The  country  was 
thrown  into  departments  ; a magistrate,  to  be  elected 
by  his  neighbours,  was  to  tahe  charge  of  each,  with 
the  help  of  a guard  of  sixteen  or  twentj’^  men  ; arms 
and  ammunition  were  to  be^distributed  to  these,  under 
an  express  stipulation  that  neither  officers  nor  men 
should  be  marched  out  of  their  respective  departments, 
nor  employed  against  theii*  sovereign,  nor  in  any  ser- 
vice except  that  of  keeping  the  peace.  The  town  of 
Killalla  was  committed  to  the  protection  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  in  three  bodies,  all  to  be  observ- 
ant to  the  orders  of  Mr  Jame>>  Devitt,  the  civil  magis- 
trate, unanimously  chosen  by  the  people,  because  he 
was  a substantial  tradesman,  a Roman  catholic,  and 
a man  of  sense  and  moderation.  He  had  under  him 
two  assistants  of  his  own  religion.  The  benefits  of 
this  regulation  were  felt  immediately  in  the  establish- 
ment of  tolerable  order  and  quiet,  at  least  in  and 
about  the  town  ; and  without  doubt  they  would  have 
been  felt  to  a greater  extent  if  the  French  power  had 
been  firmer. 
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“ The  example  of  Killalla  was  presently  copied  ia 
the  other  departments.  Magistrates  were  elected,  al- 
ways Roman  catholics,  liut  commonly  of  the  better 
sort  among  them,  persons  who  had  no  desire  to  take 
arms  against  the  British  gowrnment.  Some  of  these 
applied  to  the  bishop  for  his  o{>inion,  whether  they 
should  incnr  the  penalties  of  treason  by  acting  under 
a -foreign  power,  merely  for  the  common  safety,  and 
under  the  -conditions  st^ated  above.  - His  answer  was 
that  he  was  no  lawyer;  but  having  always  found  the 
law  of  England  to  be  consonant  to  reason,  he  would 
take  upon  him  to  say  there  could  he  no  law  forbidding 
to  do,  under  these  circumstances,  what  was  absolute- 
ly enjoined  by  the  great  law  of  self-preservation.  It 
is  reported  that,  when  the  rebellion  was  over,  several 
persons  muttered  against  this  doctrine:  it  might  be 
conceded,  they  said,  to  the  existing  terror,  but  it  was 
not  sound,  because  it  might  be  employed  as  an  excuse 
for  a tame  and  [)roinpt  submission  to  any  invaders, 
To.such  tranquil  declaimers  on  the  merit  of  casting, 
away  l.fe  and  property,  in  prefercece  to  bowing  the 
htad  to  a storm,  it  is  obvious  to  reply,  .that  liad  tney 
changed  situiitions  with  those  wlioattually  felt  tlie 
distre^s,  it  is  more  than “f^robable  they  would  have  seen 
good  reason  to  adopt  the  very  condui  t which,,  in  the 
fulness  of  security,  they  take  upon  them  to  condemn. 
To  submit  to  a king  de  facto,  and  even  to  aet  by  a 
commission  from  such  a one  to  preserve  the  peace  of  a 
community,  provided  h y so  doing  you  do  not  preclude 
yourself  from  returning  under  the  govermnent  of  a. 
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Ling  de  jurCi  a practice  sanctioned  by  the  authority 
of  our  most  equitable  English  law, 

“ For  the  defence  of  the  castle,  which  was  declar- 
ed to  be  the  heaH-quarters  of  the  allied  army,  a guard 
was  drawn  from  the  garrison,  consisting  of  from  six- 
teen to  twenty  men,  who  were  seldom  relieved  above 
once  in  twenty-four  hours.  Of  these  four  watched  at 
the  commandant’s  door,  in  the  lobby  of  the  middle 
storey  ; four  were  placed  in  the  hall  ; the  rest  were 
distributed  at  the  gates  in  back  and  front,  which  had 
luckily  been  repaired  y)d  made  secure  by  the  bishop 
just  before  the  invasion.  Policy  concurred  w’ith  cha- 
rity in  recommending  these  poor  guards  to  our  daily 
care  : they  were  fed  and  lodged  so  much  better  than 
any  other  soldiers  that  it  occasioned  quarrels  and  box- 
ings among  them  sometimes,  for  a preference  to  be 
stationed  on  the  castU-guard.  And  indeed  they  re- 
paid the  attention  shewn  to  them  by  every  mark  of  re- 
spect in  their  power,  and  by  assisting  in  little  menial 
offices  in  and  about  the  house  wherever  they  were 
wanted. 

“ Yet  was  the  presence  of  such  protectors  a circum- 
stance to  the  family  most  dreadful.  The  gates,  the 
doors,  everything  within  as  well  as  without,  our  very 
existence  was  in  custody  of  a band  of  rebels,  who  had 
the  power  at  any  instant  to  throw  open  tite  house  to 
their  companions  abroad,  and  let  in  depredation  at 
■ least,  if  nothing  worse.  And  this  was  a mischief, 
too,  that  happened  not  unfrequenlly.  At  Castle-lac- 
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ken,  Castlerea^li,  and  other  houses  belon gin to  pro- 
testants,  where  guards  had  been  stationed,  the  soldi- 
ers proved  traitors  and  adihitted  others  from  without 
to  plunder  the  families  they  were  sent  to  defend.  If 
plunder  was  attractive,  few  houses  offered  more  temp- 
tations in  that  way  than  the  bishop’s,  not  only  because 
it  contained  much  valuable  property  of  his  own,  but 
because,  in  spite  of  prudence,  he  could  not  refuse  to 
let  it  become  the  repository  of  other  people's  goods, 
Plate,  cash,  leases,  and  writings  of  consequence, 
were  crowded  in  upon  Him,  with  an  eagerness  that 
would  take  no  denial,  and  with  too  little  caution  to 
render  the  affair  a secret.  The  commandant  was  made 
-acquainted  with  these  several  causes  of  apprehension, 
on  oar  part,  and  distrust  of  his  Irish  friends.  He 
made  light  of  them  for  a long  time,  in  a real  or  seem- 
ing confidence  of  retaining  his  authority  over  the  re- 
bels; though,  as  the  final  period  of  our  captivity 
approached,  his  looks,  as  well  as  his  redoubled  pre- 
cautions, shewed  that  he  began  to  be  almost  as  unea- 
sy as  ourselves. 

“ The  commandant  and  the  bishop,  finding  each 
other  to  be  honest  men,  above  the  meanness  of  deceit, 
soon  came  to  a mutual  good  understanding.  Cliarost 
trusted  the  bishop  with  a sight  of  a letter  from  gene- 
ral Humbert  to  himself,  ordering  him  either  to  bury 
privately  the  powder  left  in  his  care,  or  to  throw  it  in- 
to the  sea,  according  as  he  should  find  it  most  prudent 
and  feasible.  As  to  conveying  two  hundred  and  eighty' 
barrels  of  jpowder  from  the  castle-yard  to  the  sea. 
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ibroug'h  the  midst  of  armed  rebels,  eagerly  bent  on 
seizing  the  powder  for  their  owm  use,  it  required  not 
many  words  to  shew  the  extreme  improbability  of  ef- 
fectingsuch  a scheme.  It  remained,  therefore,  to  bu- 
ry it,  and  tliat  in  some  place  within  the  walls  of  the 
castle,  sufiicient  to  contain  and  hide  it.  With  the 
help  of  some  labourers  who  continued  faithful  to  him, 
and  of  his  own  domestics,  the  bishop  contrived  in  se- 
veral night’s  continual  work,  to  bury  ninety  barrels 
under  a hot-bed  in  the  garden:  the  remainder,  was 
c'ommitted  to  a vault  in  the  haggard  under  the  corn- 
stand,  where,  though  it  eould  not  be  said  to  be  con- 
cealed, it  was  at  least  secured  as  far  as  might  be,  un- 
der the  given  circumstances,  from  the  dreaded  danger 
af  firing  by  accident. 

“No  less  than  three  times,  during  our  troubles, 
was  this  danger  on  the  point  of  being  realized.  The 
first  time  was  in  the  French  reign,  when  tlie  kitchen 
cliimney  was  set  on  fire  by  the  immodente  use  of  the 
grate,  as  I mentioned  above.  On  the  second  occasion, 
we  were  saved  only  by  the  providential  direction  of  the 
wind  from  catching  the  flames  of  a cabin  just  beside 
us,  which  was  tired  by  the  king’s  troops  when  they  en- 
tered the  town  on  the  tw'enty-third  of  September.  The 
tiiird  was  the  most  alarming  danger  of  all.  On  the 
evening  of  that  same  remarkable  tw^enty-third  of  Sep- 
tember, an  honest  inoffensive  labourer  of  the  bishop’s 
quitted  the  castle  to  oblige  his  wife  to  stay  within 
doors,  who,  with  the  fears  of  a wmman  great  with 
child,  was  running  wildly  about  the  road  in  the  midst 
. VoL.  II.  R 
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of  the  fire  from  thearnij’.  He  had  seized  her  hand,  and 
■was  hurrying  her  to  his  cabin,  when  a discharge  of 
miisquetry  killed  the  man,  and  mortally  wounded  the 
woman.  She  was  carried  up  to  the  granary  in  the  cas- 
tle, where  she  died  that  night.  Without  leave  asked, 
without  even  apprising  the  fauiiU’  that  they  had  brought 
the  woman  into  the  house,  the  foolish  people  about 
her  began  to  wake  the  corpse,  by  lighting  a fire  on 
the  floor  of  the  granary,  with  nothing  under  the  turf 
but  a wooden  board.  Presently  smoke  and  flames 
were  seen  to  roll  out  of  the  w indows  of  an  apartment 
distant  but  a few  yards  from  the  gunpowder  in  the 
haggard,  and  the  wind  pointing  directly  that  way.  At 
the  same  instant  all  was  confusion  and  uproar  in  the 
house:  the  victorious  airay  was  marching  into  quar- 
ters at  Killalla,  and  the  principal  officers  were  busy  in 
arranging  matters  for  their  owm  accommodation  at  the 
castle.  It,  cost  the  Ijisitop  so  ne  labour  to  make  the 
gentlemen  listen  to  the  story,  and  believe,  that  if  they 
dicknot  bestir  themselves,  the  town  and  all  its  contents 
would  very  probably  in  a few  minutes  be  erased  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.  By  the  active  exertions  pnnci- 
pally  of  the  knight  of  Kerry,  the  fire  was  soon  after  got 
under. 

“ From  the  time  the  French  left  us  to  the  care  of 
M.  Charost,  he  and  twm  officers  under  him,  messed 
with  the  bishop’s  family,  where  they  were  very  wel- 
come, being,  under  Providence,  their  sole  protectors 
in  the  midst  of  so  many  perils.  Whatever  could  be 
effected  by  vigilance,  resolution,  and  conduct,  for 
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the  safetyof  a place  confided  to  them,  was  to  a sur- 
prising degree  effected  for  the  district  of  Killalla  by 
these  three  French  officers,  without  the  support  of  a 
single  soldier  of  their  own  country  ; and  that  for  the 
long  space  of  twenty-three  days,  from  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  day  of  the  battle.  It  is  natural  to  sup- 
pose, that  in  such  a tract  of  time,  a tolerable  insight 
must  have  been  obtained  into  their  characters  ; and 
where  the  part  they  acted  was  of  so  much  conse- 
quence, the  reader  may  expect  some  description  of 
them. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Charost  had  attained  to  the 
age  of  five-and-forty.  He  was  born  in  Paris,  the  son 
(as  I am  told)  of  a watchmaker  in  that  city,  who  sent 
him  over  early  to  some  connections  in  St  Domingo, 
where  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  marry  a wife  with  a 
plantation  for  her  dowry,  which  yielded  him,  before 
the  troubles,  an  income  of  two  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling per  annum.  By  the  unhappy  war  which  still  de- 
solates that  island,  he  lost  every  thing,  even  to  his 
wife  and  his  only  child,  a daughter  ; they  were  taken 
on  their  passage  to  France,  and  sent  away  to  Jamaica. 
His  eyes  would  fill  when  he  told  the  fainily,  that  he 
had  not  seen  these  dear  relatives  for  six  years  past,  nor 
even  had  tidings  of  them  for  the  last  three  years.  On 
returning  to  France,  he  embraced  the  military  life,  at 
first  in  the  royal  service,  afterwards,  when  the  times 
changed,  in  that  of  the  republic,  where  he  had  risen 
by  degrees  to  the  rank  be  now  filled.  His  residence 
had  been  at  Rochelle  with  a brother,  with  whom  he 
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had  shared  bed  and  board  till  he  was  called,  at  only 
three  days’ notice,  to  go  out  on  the|>i’esent  expedi- 
tion. In  person  he  was  strong  and  vigorous,  inclining 
to  fat ; his  countenance  was  chearful,  and  on  the  whole, 
pleasing,  notwithstanding  a blemish  in  one  eye  ; he 
had  a plain,  good  understanding,  wh.ich  served  him 
for  all  the  uses  that  lie  put  it  to,  and  he  had  either  no 
leisure,  or  no  liking,  to  strain  it  with  over  labour.  His 
religion,  he  told  the  bishop,  he  had  yet  to  seek  ; be- 
cause his  father  being  a catholic,  and  his  nioth.cr  a 
protestant,  they  had  left  him  the  libertv"  of  choosing 
for  himself,  and  he  had  never  yet  found  time  to 
make  tlie  inquiry,  which  however,  be  was  sensible  he 
ought  to  make,  and  would  make  at  some  time  when 
Heaven  sh.ould  grant  him  repose.  In  the  interim,  lie 
believed  in  God,  was  inclined  to  think  there  must  be 
a future  state,  and  was  very  sure  that,  while  he  lived 
in  this  world,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  all  good  to  his  fel- 
low-creatures that  he  could.  The  bishop  offered  a 
present  to  this  half-christian  of  a book  that  might  have 
satisfied  his  doubts.  La  religion  natiirelle  et  revelee  par 
V Ahhe  Treinblay,  He  was  thankful  ; but  it  is  not 
unlikely  the  sight  even  of  three  small  volumes  frighten- 
ed him,  for  he  never  afterwards  claimed  the  promise. 
Yet  what  he  did  not  exhibit  in  his  own  conduct,  he  ap-. 
yjcared  to  respect  in  others  ; for  he  took  care  that 
no  noise  nor  disturbance  should  be  made  in  the  cas- 
tle on  Sundays,  while  the  family  and  many  protes- 
tants  from  the  town  were  assembled  in  the  library  at 
their  devotions. 
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“ Boudet,  tlie  next  in  rank  to  the  commandant,  was 
a captain  of  foot,  a native  of  Normandy,  twenty-eight 
years  of  age.  His  father,  he  said,  was  yet  living, 
though  sixty-seven  years  old  when  he  was  born.  His 
height  was  six  feet,  two  inches.  In  person,  complex- 
ion, and  gravity,  he  was  no  inadequate  representa- 
tion of  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha,  whose  example  he 
followed  in  a recital  of  his  own  prowess  and  wonderful 
exploits,  delivered  in  measured  language,  and  an  im- 
posing seriousness  of  aspect.  He  came  to  Killalla- 
from  the  town  of  Newport-Pratt,  which  he  assured  us 
he  had  taken  with  his  own  hand,  though  defended  by 
four  English  troopers  ; he  had  gallantly  kept  the  place 
for  three  or  four  days,  and  retired  from  it  only  because 
it  was  assailed  by  fifteen  horse — but  we  were  not  to  be 
surprised  that  so  much  should  be  achieved  by  an  officer, 
bred  in  the  echole  Militaire  at  Paris  to  be  one  of  the 
late  King’s  body-guard,  trained  from  his  childhood  to 
arms,  a man  who  had  served  in  Flanders  and  on  the 
Rhine,  and  had  more  than  once  been  obliged  to  tram- 
ple on  mountains  of  dead  and  dying  men  after  a bat- 
tle. To  vanity  he  added  a fault  that  does  not  often 
go  along  with  it,  pride.  He  valued  himstU'oiian  edu- 
cation superior  to  that  of  his  companions  in  arms  ; 
was  argumentative,  contradictious,  and  irrascible  ; 
so  that  his  superior  officer  fcund  it  no  easy  matter  to 
maintain  peace  with  him.  His  manner,  liowever, 
though  distantj-  w^as  polite  ; and  he  seemed  to  possess 
a more  than  common  share  of  feeling,  if  a judgment 
might  be  formed  from  the  energy  with  which  he  de-  = 
claimed  on  the  miseries  of  wars  and  revolutions.  His 
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integrity  and  courage  appeared  unquestionable.  On 
the  whole,  when  we  became  familiarized  to  bis  failings, 
we  saw  reason  every  day  to  respect  his  virtues. 

t 

“ The  last  of  this  trio  was  named  Ponson,  a curious 
coutiast,  in  every  respect,  to  the  character  just  de- 
scribed. In  stature  he  did  not  exceed  five  feet,  six 
inches  ; but  if  the  body  was  little,  it  w’as  alive  from 
head  to  foot.  Navarre  gave  him  birth,  the  country  of 
Henry  IV.  and  his  merry  countenance  recalled  to  mind 
the  features  of  that  celebrated  monarch,  though  with- 
out the  air  of  benevolence  through  them  ; for  this  mon- 
key seemed  to  have  no  great  feeling  for  any  body  but 
himself.  W herever  he  was,  his  presence  was  testified 
by  a noise  as  loud  and  as  pertinacious  as  that  of  a corn- 
creak  ; it  was  a continued  roll  of  talk,  or  laughter,  or 
whistling.  The  decencies  of  polished  life  he  had  pro- 
bably never  known  ; or  if  he  had,  he  afftcted  to  de- 
spise them.  Yet  in  a gloomv  hour  this  eternal  rattle 
bad  its  use  : it  more  than  once  kept  our  spirits  buoyant, 
wlien  terror  prcsserl  heaviest.  I shall  mention  two  in- 
stances. One  day  a crowd  of  pikemen,  clamorous 
with  some  insolent  demand  upon  the  commandant,  ap- 
peared on  the  point  of  breaking  down  the  castle  gate. 
The  bishop  expressed  his  apprehensions  to  Ponson. 
‘ I will  tell  you  what  to  do,’  said  he  : ‘ step  out  among 
‘ them  suddenly,  and  cry  slop  thief,  and  they  will 
‘ every  man  of  them  take  to  their  heels.’  1 he  other 
occasion  was  that  very  serious  one,  when  (as  shall  be 
related  presently)  the  news  of  the  French  overthrow 
l:ad  weakened  the  authority  of  the  commandant  to 
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timt  degree,  that  the  rebels  were  deterred  from  laying 
hands  on  the  protestants  at  Killallaonly  by  the  bishop’s 
proposals-of  sending  ambassadors  to  Castlebar,  to  ob- 
tain good  treatment  for  the  rebel  prisoners  there.  The 
bishop  and  the  commandant  stood  outside  at  the  gate, 
close  circled  by  malecontents  ; authority  and  argu- 
ment had  been  tried  by  turns,  mutinous  whispers  were 
going  round,  the  final  issue  of  the  parley  was  very  un- 
certain. At  this  critical  moment  appeared  Ponson, 
coming  in  from  the  town,  with  a face  expressive  of 
horror.  ‘ Commandant,’  said  he,  ‘ I have  a shock- 
ing piece  of  news  to  tell  you.’  What  news  ? said  tlie 
other,  who  was  not  in  a very  good  humour  to  listen  to 
any  news.  ‘ I am  married,’  cried  Ponson — ‘ married, 

‘ I give  you  ray  oath,  to  miss  such  ^ one,’  naming 
the  prettiest  girl  in  the  town.  ‘ This  here  wicked  cu- 
‘ rate,’  (Mr  Nixon,  whom  he  held  by  the  arm,)  ‘has 
‘ tied  the  knot,  before  I could  find  out  what  he  was 
‘ about.’  This  ridiculous  sally,  when  explained  to  the 
by-standers,  relaxed  the  features  of  the  whole  com- 
pany ; scowling  looks  were  dropt,  and  peace  and  mu- 
tual agreement  succeeded.. 

“ Ponson  was  hardy,  and  patient  to  admiration  of 
labour  and  want  of  rest.  A continued  watchins:  of 
five  days  and  nights  together,  when  the  rebels  were 
growing  desperate  for  prey  and  mischief,  did  not  ap- 
pear to  sink  his  spirits  in  the  smallest  degree.  He  w’as 
ready  at  a moment’s  notice  to  sally  out  upon  the  ma- 
rauders, whom,  if  he  caught  them  in  the  fact,  he 
belaboured  without  mercy,  and  without  a symptom 
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of  fear  for  his  own  safety.  Tied  to  a sword  as  long  as‘ 
himself,  and  armed  with  pistols,  firelock  and  bayo- 
net, he  stretched  liimseif  up  to  view  till  he  became 
terrific — at  least  he  frightened  many  a tall  peasant 
most  heartily.  He  was  strictly  honest,  and  could  not 
bear  the  want  of  this  quality  in  others ; so  that  his  pa- 
tience was  pretty  well  tried  by  his  Insh  allies,  for 
whom  he  couid  not  find  names  sufficiently  expressive- 
of  contempt.  The  worst  part  of  his  character  was  that 
which  related^to  religion.  The  commandant  reported- 
him  to  be  a downright  athiest.  In  his  practice  he  went 
beyond  the  common  herd  ol  the  French  army,  who,, 
though  they  shewed  no  desire  to  join  in  worship  with 
any  people  (a  circumstance  frightful  to  alU  and  asto- 
nishing to  the  Roman  catholics)  yet  respected  the  de- 
votions of  their  neighbours..  Ponson  was  a stouter  sin- 
ner. *The  first  time  he  dined  with  the  family  at  the- 
castle,  the  bishop  observing  him  suddenly  to  quit  the 
room,  asked  the  commandant  what  he  meant.  ‘ You- 
‘ will  hardly  believe,’  said  Charost,  ‘ that  your  saying 
‘ grace  toyour  meat  appeared  to  him  an  action  so  very 
‘ ridiculous,  that  as  he  knew  it  would  be  ill- manners  to 
‘ laugh,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  table  till  he  could. 

‘ suppress  the  emotion.’  In  fact  the  bishop  did  not  be- 
lieve it ; but  in  his  owm  mind  attributed  the  action  to? 
a more  probable  cause,  vanity  : the  miserable  affecta-- 
tion  of  appearing  to  be  more  wicked  than  he  really-, 
was,- 


“ With  these  three  Frenchmen  was  sometimes  join- 
ed an  officer  of  theirs  from  Ballina,  who  bore  the  title 
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of  Major  O’Keon.  A native  of  our  barony  of  Tyraw- 
ley,  O’Keon  had  received  his  education  for  the  priest- 
hood in  France,  and  had  attained  to  a benefice  of 
some  value  in  the  church,  wlien  the  revolution,  strip- 
ping him  at  once  of  profession  and  livlihood,  forced 
him  to  become  a soldier  for  bread.  The  common  road 
to  a commission  in  the  French  armies  is  now,  I under- 
stand, length  of  service  in  the  ranks.  By  service 
O’Keon  was  become  either  a major  or  a captain,  for 
he  was  called  indifferently  by  both  names.  He  was  a 
fat,  jolly  looking  man,  with  a ruddy  countenance 
that  carried  nothing  forbidding  in  it,  except  that  his 
black  thick  eye-brows  run  into  each  ether,  as  they 
often  do  in  aboriginal  Irish  faces.  Of  the  English 
tongue  he  retained  enough  to  be  quite  intelligible; 
and  being  also  expert  in  Irish  as  well  as  French,  he 
was  able  to  render  considerable  serv'ice  to  his  cause. 
His  connections  with  this  neighbourhood  (for  he  had 
a father  and  two  brothers  near  Ballina,  heartily  affect- 
ed to  the  French)  induce  a strong  suspicion  of  the 
truth  of  a story  which  he  gave  out  when  he  first  land- 
ed, and  to  which  he  adhered  to  the  last,  that  his 
being  destined  to  this  expedition  was  an  accident,  and 
that  the  squadron  itself  which  brought  him  over,  was 
intended  to  invade,  not  Killalla,  but  Donegail. 
From  his  conversation,  the  bishop  had  conceived  a 
good  opinion  of  this  man.  His  language  breathed 
nothing  but  mildness  and  liberality  ; and  indeed  his 
behaviour  was  suitable,  for  he  exerted  himself  on  all 
occasions  to  protect  the  loyalists,  and  frequently  with 
the  greatest  effect.  At  one  time  particularly,  he  is 
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said  to  have  prevailed  on  an  armed  mob  at  Ballina  to 
drop  their  declared  purpose  of  marching  to  Killalla  to 
have  all  the  protestants  there  imprisoned  : it  is  even 
added,  that  he  turned  them  back  after  they  had  ac- 
tually advanced  a part  of  the  way.  This  conduct, 
whether  he  adopted  it  from  principle  or  policy,  con- 
tributed more,  than  his  proving  himself  to  be  a natu- 
ralized Frenchman,  to  save  his  life  afterwards  on  his 
court-martial  at  Castlebar.  He  escaped  with  some 
difhculty,  w'ith  the  help  of  an  attestation  in  his  be- 
half from  the  bishop  among  many  others,  and  being 
forbid  ever  to  return  to  the  British  territories,  he  ex- 
pressed in  Dublin,  and  afterwards  by  letter  from  Yar- 
mouth, the  highest  sense  of  his  obligations  to  the 
bishop.  It  is  painful  to  add,  that  experience  and- fur- 
ther inquiry  into  the  character  of  this  quondam  priest 
has  convinced  his  benefactor,  that  the  man  was  defi- 
cient both  in  morals  and  common  honesty. 

“ Before  Humbert  had  quitted  Killalla,  a person 
came  to  him  from  Ballina,  of  the  name  of  Bellewv 
He  was  brother  to  Dr  Bellew,  the  titular  bishop  of 
the  see,  and  by  his  own  report  was  not  long  since  come 
from  abroad  to  recover  a patrimony,  from  the  posses- 
sion of  w^hich  he  was  unjustly  detained  by  his  brother.. 
To  the  loyalists  he  protested,  that  the  prospect  of 
being  enabled  to  take  vengeance  on  this  brother,  was 
his  chief  inducement  for  joining  the  French  : to  gene- 
ral Humbert  he  urged  the  merit  of  his  military  know- 
ledge, acquired  by  eighteen  years  service  under  the 
emperor.  Fie  was  taken  by  the  general  at  his  word. 
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and  presently  received  from  him  a pompous  commis- 
sion to  be  generalissimo  of  all  the  allies  of  France, 
levied  and  to  be  levied  within  a district  extending 
from  Ballina  to  Westport.  It  appeared  in  the  sequel, 
how  little  the  French  regarded  their  own  commissions 
to  Irishmen;  for  this  man  presently  shewing  by  his 
behaviour  that  he  was  a beastly  drunkard  almost  to 
lunacy,  Charost  turned  him  out  of  his  office  with  dis- 
grace, in  the  face  of  the  rebel  army,  without  waiting 
for  Humbert’s  orders,  and  gave  the  charge  of  the 
levies  to  O’Donnel.  As  long  as  he  had  any  authority, 
il/.  le  general  Bellew  was  a sad  nuisance  to  the  people 
of  Killalla,  particularly  to  the  family  of  Mr  Owen 
Morrison,  a worthy  and  very  respectable  protestant 
merchant,  at  whose  house  he  chose  to  take  up  his 
quarters.  He  there  lived  as  in  a conquered  country, 
extorting  by  threats  from  his  hosts  whatever  he  wanted, 
even  to  wearing  apparel,  getting  drunk  continually, 
lighting  his  pipe  with  paper  torn  from  the  walls  of  his 
apartment,  and  laying  a heavy  tax  on  the  sight  and 
smell  of  every  body  that  approached  him,  being  to 
the  last  degree  filthy  in  his  person,  and  eaten  up  with 
the  itch.  When  he  got  any  fresh  clothing,  his  prac- 
tice was  to  put  it  over  the  old  habiliments ; so  that  he 
wore  two  or  three  shirts,  and  a pair  of  satin  small- 
clothes, of  Mr  IMorrison’s  when  he  was  hanged.  For 
to  this  catastrophe  the  w'retched  creature  deservedly 
came  at  last.  He  w'as  taken  at  the  battle  of  Killalla, 
tried  by  the  court-martial,  and  executed  two  days 
after  in  the  bishop’s  demesne. 
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“ Bad  as  the  situation  of  the  owners  of  the  castle 
duriup:  their  captivity  appeared  to  be,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed it  was  in  many  respects  far  better  tlian  that  of 
the  town’s  people.  The  castle,  being  head-quarters, 
was  regularly  supplied  with  provisions,  drawn  from 
the  plunder  of  the  country;  and  the  presence  of  the 
F rench  ofHcei's,  added  to  the  large  family  alwavs  resi- 
dent in  it,  left  little  room  for  intruders  from  the  rebel 
army.  In  the  town  the  case  was  different,  Theie  a 
scarcity  next  to  famine  soon  appeared  ; rapine,  the 
only  source  of  subsistence,  often  failed  of  success  ; 
in  consequence  every  petty  fellow,  who  could  by 
theft  or  violence  provide  himself  with  a swmrd  and  a 
case  of  pistols,  immediately  took  the  name  and  autho- 
rity of  an  ofhcer,  and  lived  (especially  in  protestant 
houses,  which  were  almost  the-  only  decent  ones)  at 
Ills  discretion.  Personal  injuries,  indeed,  were  rare, 
because  the  municipal  power  was  always  at  hand  to  re- 
strain or  punish  them  ; but  insolence  and  avarice  had 
their  full  swing.  In  popular  commotions  it  has  gene- 
rally been  observed,  that  natural  talents  go  but  a little 
way  to  procure  influence  ; the  leader  of  a mob  is 
almost  invariably  the  man  that  outgoes  all  the  rest  in 
wickedness  and  audacity.  An  example,  in  proof  of 
this  observation,  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth 
of  September. 

“ The  castle  famil}’^  w^ere  assembled  at  tea,  and  Mrs 
Stock  and  the  commandant  amusing  themselves  (as 
well  as  they  could  witii  two  separate  languages)  at  a 
party  of  picquet,  when  word  was  brought  that  a Mr 
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Goodwin,  a protestant  of  the  town,  had  just  been  sent 
to  prison  by  major  Flanagan,  without  a shadow  of  rea- 
son, and  that  he  must  remain  in  custody  till  the  morn- 
ing, unless  the  commandant  would  come  to  his  aid. 
T'his  pretended  major  was  a drunken  daring  wretch, 
who  had  kept  an  ale-house  at  Killalla,  and  was  but 
lately  returned  from  the  gaol  of  Castlebar,  where  he 
bad  been  confined  on  a charge  of  treason,  and  nar- 
rowly escaped  transportation.  The  company  rose, 
and  the  gentleman  accompanied  the  commandant  to 
the  scene  of  disturbance,  Mr  Morrison’s  house,  the 
bishop  himself  thinking  the  occasion  of  that  nature 
as  to  demand  some  risk  of  his  ow  n person.  At  the  door, 
where  a great  crowd  had  assembled,  they  found  Fla- 
nagan on  horseback,  drunk  and  very  noisy.  The 
commandant,  by  his  interpreter  the  bishop,  asked 
the  man  his  authority  for  committing  people  to  prison, 
commanded  him  to  go  and  discharge  his  prisoner,  and 
was  answered  saucll}’’,  that  he  would  not  let  Goodwin 
stir  from  the  prevot  that  night,  let  who  would  order  it. 
It  w^as  a very  serious  crisis.  There  was  just  light 
enough  to  discern  in  the  faces  of  the  surrounding  mul- 
titude a doubt,  a w'avering  betw^een  the  two  contend- 
ing parties,  which  would  probably  be  decided  in  fa- 
vour of  that  which  stood  firmest  to  its  point.  Bellew^, 
the  mock  general,  took  the  part  of  his  fellow-drunkard, 
entreating  him  in  a wheedling  tone  to  give  a pro- 
mise that  he  would  set  the  prisoner  at  liberty  in  the 
morning. 

“ Most  of  the  spectators  were  armed.  Had  a spirit 
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of  mischief  prompted  any  one  of  them  to  raise  his  wea- 
pon against  the  commandant  and  his  company,  a ge- 
neral massacre  and  anarchy  would  most  probably  have 
followed.  Charost  was  sensible  that  all  depended  on 
steadiness.  AVith  a strong  and  firm  tone  he  com- 
manded Flanagan  to  quit  his  1101*50.  The  culprit, 
looking  round  for  help,  and  seeing  none,  obeyed. 
He  was  then  deliberately  stript  by  the  tommandant 
himself  of  liis  pistols  and  sword,  and  put  under  arrest 
lor  disobeying  the  orders  of  his  superior  officer,  when 
lie  was  first  spoken  to.  The  place  of  his  confinement, 
it  was  supposed,  would,  for  that  night  at  least,  be  the 
house  near  which  they  were  standing,  and  already 
I^lanagan’s  comrades,  under  a shew  of  respect  for  the 
arrest,  w-ere  leading  him  into  Mr  Morrison’s,  when 
the  bishop  hastily  interposing  cried  out  to  the  com- 
mandant not  to  let  him  go.  The  hint  was  taken,  for 
the  fellow  would  surely  have  been  liberated  as  soon  as 
we  had  turned  our  backs.  Charost  took  his  arm, 
the  tall  Norman  marched  before  him,  Ponson  strutted 
behind,  supported  by  the  castle  gentry,  and  the  pro- 
cession arrived  without  let  or  molestation  at  the  guard- 
room  by  the  castle  gate,  where  the  mutineer  was  or- 
dered to  take  up  his  quarters  for  the  night.  The  crowd 
then  dispersed  ; Goodwin  was  set  at  liberty  ; and  af- 
ter a two  hours’  confinement  Mr  Toby  Flanagan  was 
allowed  to  go  about'his  business,  divested  of  his  bor- 
rowed authority,  together  with  the  ensigns  of  it,  his 
sword  and  pistols,  which  the  commandant  would 
never  afterwards  suffer  him  to  resume.  The  bishop 
met  him  at  times  in  the  street,  and  was  certain  from 
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his  scowling  visage  that  he  meditated  revenge.  In- 
deed he  had  at  all  times  an  uncommon  wickedness  in 
his  eyes,  which,  though  dark  and  piercing,  he  was 
unable  to  fix  steadily  upon  an  honest  man.  His  death  _ 
therefore,  on  the  day  of  Killalla,  was  the  only  one  at 
the  news  of  wliich  the  whole  town  seemed  to  concur  in 
rejoicing  ; nor  was  the  manner  of  it  dissimilar  from  his 
life.  He  fled  from  the  battle  into  a house  in  the  town, 
where  he  knew  he  had  no  chance  of  being  long  hid 
from  his  pursuers.  So  he  joined  a party  of  the  victois 
as  they  were  in  full  chase  alter  the  rebels,  crying  out 
‘ that  he  would  be  their  guide  to  the  wicked  croppies,’ 
till  coming  to  a place  where;  two  passages  met,  he  point- 
ed out  one  of  them  to  the  soldiers,  and  threw  himself 
headlonginto  the  otlier.  ‘ That’s  a croppie  himself’, 
exclaimed  with  an  oath  a Frazer  fencible,  who  had 
kept  his  eyes  upon  him  ; and  on  the  instant  he  sent  a 
ball  after  the  wily  fugitive,  vvhicii  terminated  all  his 
pranks  at  once.” 
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Immediately  on  intelligence  of  the  invasion^ 

lord  Cornwallis  determined  to  march  in  person  against 
the  enemy,  and  accordingly  arrived  at  Phillipstown  on 
the  26th  of  August ; having  made  a progress  of  forty- 
four  Irish  miles  in  two  days.  He  arrived  at  Kilbeggaii 
very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  ^vhen  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  defeat  at  Castlebar ; he  then  advanced 
to  Athlone,  where  he  was  positively  informed  by  many 
who  had  fled  through  Tuam,  particularly  an  officer  of 
the  carabineers,  that  the  French  had  pursued  general 
Lake’s  army  to  Tuara,'  driven  it  from  that  post,  and 
taken  possession  of  the  town;  but  the  French  army 
was  too  much  fatigued  with  their  march  through  the 
mountains,  to  pursue  the  royal  troops  further  than 
Castlebar,  When  general  Lake  arrived  at  Tuam,  he 
judged  that  post  unsafe,  partieularfy  as  he  had  lost  all 
his  artillery  and  ammunition,  and  some  of  the  troops 
being  disorderly,  he  judged  it  expedient  to  retreat 
nearer  to  Athlone.  Even  in  this  town  an  attack  was 
expected,  though  it  is  sixty-three  miles  from  Castlebar, 
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Lord  Cornwallis  saw  that  the  utmost  caution  was 
necessary,  as  well  as  vigour  in  the  movements  of  his 
forces.  The  motions  of  the  main  army,  immediately 
under  his  own  command,  were  calculated  to  cover  the 
country,  to  intimidate  the  abettors  of  rebellion,  and  to 
afford  an  opportunity  of  rallying  to  any  smaller  body 
of  troops  which  might  be  defeated ; while  these  troops 
were  ordered  to  harass  the  enemy  as  much  as  was  in 
their  power,  without  running  risks,  or  engaging  in  bat- 
tje  without  almost  a certainty  of  success.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis proceeded  on  the  30th  of  August,  towards  Cas- 
tlebar, and  arrived  at  Hollymount  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, w'hence  he  purposed  to  advance  to  Castlebar, 
fourteen  miles  distant,  and  attack  the  French  army 
posted  in  that  tovvn,^  till  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  he  received  information  that  the  French  had  aban- 
doned that  town  in  the  morning,  and  had  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Foxford;  having  beeii  informed  of 
lord  Corn^vallis’s  approach. 

After  the  royal  army  was  defeated  at  Castlebar,  and 
the  French  had  taken  possession  of  the  town,  great 
numbers  of  the  Irish  peasantry  flocked  to  their  stand- 
ard, as  those  had  done  at  Ballina,  from  the  mountain- 
ous parts  of  the  county  of  Mayo.  To  furnish  these 
multitudes  with  tire-arms,  these  brought  from  France, 
were  found  to  be  quite  insufficient,  though,  according 
to  the  account  of  colonel  Charost,  to  the  bishop  of 
Killalla,  fifty-five  hundred  muskets  were  delivered  to 
them  at  Castlebar.  Those  mountaineers  were  found 
to  be  very  aukward  in  the  use  of  fire-anns,  and  were  oS 
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little  use  to  the  French,  who  expected  far  more  power- 
ful assistance  from  the  Irish,  They  had  also  expected 
to  be  immediately  followed  by  a large  army  and  a con- 
siderable number  of  arms,  with  ammunition  and  stores, 
from  France,  Being  entirely  disappointed  in  the  for- 
mer expectation,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  being  gra- 
tified with  the  latter,  they  began  to  apprehend  that, 
they  had  only  been  sent  to  annoy  the  enemies  of  their 
country.  They  however,  even  in  this  case,  resolved' 
to  perform  their  duty,  and  use  every  effort  in  their 
powder,  against  the  British  government,  until  they 
should  be  compelled  to  surrender. 

On  the  1st  of'September  general  Humbert  ordered 
the  troops  which  he  left  at  Killalla,  to  repair  to  the 
main  body,  and  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month,  he 
inarched  from  Castlebar,  and  directed  his  marcb 
through  Foxford,  towards  the  town  of  Sligo,  with  a de- 
sign of  entering  the  county  of , Donegal,  where  it  waS: 
expected,  the  additional  forces  from  France,  would 
land,  A body  of  the  Ling’s  troops,  under  colonel 
Crawford,  supported  by  another  under  lieutenant- 
general  Lake,  hung  upon  the  rear  of  Humbert’s  army 
another  body  of  troops,  under  general  Moore,  watched 
the  motions  of  tKe  enemy,  at  a greater  distance;  while 
the  main  ar>i.y,  under  lord  Cornwallis,  proceeded  in  a 
parallel  direction,  from  the  town  of  Hollyniount,. 
through  Clare  and  Ballyhaunis,  towards  Carrick-on- 
shannon,  intending  to  regulate  his  subseq^uent  motions 
by  those  of  the  enemy. 
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The  advanced-guard  of  the  French  having  passed 
Tubbercurry,  afier  a smart  action  with  some  yeomen, 
and  arrived  at  the  village  of  Coloony,  about  five  miles 
from  Sligo,  where  it  w'as  gallantly  opposed  by  colonel 
Verreker,  with  a detachment  of  the  city  of  Limerick 
militia,  a few  yeomen,  and  thirty  of  the  24th  dragoor>s, 
and  two  curricle  guns,  in  the  whole  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  men.  Colonel  Verreker  found  theene-- 
my  advantageously  arranged  for  his  reception  between 
him  and  Coloony.  The  colonel  engaged  the  French 
about  an  hour  and  a half,  but  was  at  length  obliged  to 
retreat  to  Sligo,  with’the  loss  of  his  artillery,  and  some, 
men  killed  and  wounded.  Himself  and  four 
other  officers  weie  wounded,  and  ensign  Ruraley  kil- 
led, The  loss  of  the  French  in  this  action  exceeded 
fifty,  thirty  of  whom  were  wounded. 

Notwithstanding  the  royal  troops  were  defeated,  the: 
French  army  received  such  a severe  check,  tnat  gene- 
ral Humbert  thought  proper  to  relinquish  his  design 
of  attacking  Sligo.  Humbert  then  directed  his  march 
through  Drummahair  towards  Manorhamiltou,  in  the 
county  of  Leitrim,  leaving  ou  the  road,  tor  the  sake  of 
expedition,  three  six-pounders  dismounted,  and  throw- 
ing five  other  pieces  of  artillery  over  the  bridge  into, 
the  water  at  Drummahair.  When  he  had  come  with- 
in a few  miles  of  Manorhainilton,  he  suddenly  w heeled 
to  the  right,  and  directed  his  course  througli  Drum- 
kerin,  with  intention,  as  is  supposed,  of  attempting  ta 
reach  the  town  of  Granard,  in  the  county  ot  Lungtord, 
where  an  insurrectieu  had  broken  out.  The  troops 
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under  colonel  Crawford,  pursued  ihe  enemy  with  such 
expedition,  that  on  the  7th  he  came  to  an  action  with 
the  rear-guard,  between  Drumshambo  and  Bally na- 
inore,  in  which  he  was  defeated  with  some  loss. 

The  French  army  then  passed  the  river  Shannon  at 
Ballintra,  and  halted  in  the  night  at  Cloone,  whence  it 
proceeded  to  Ballinamuck,  and  arrived  on  the  8th  of 
September,  and  was  so  closely  followed  by  the  troops 
under  general  Lake  and  colonel  Crawi'ord,  that  its 
rear-guard  had  not  time  to  blow  yp  the  bridge  at  Ea!- 
lintra,  to  impede  the  pursuit.  About  this  time  lord 
Cornwallis,  with  the  main  army,  crossed  the  same 
river  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  marched  by  Mohill 
to  Saint-Johnstown,  in  the  county  of  Longford,  to  in- 
tercept the  enemy  in  front,  should  it  proceed  to  Gran- 
ard ; by  which  movement  the  French  army  was  re- 
duced to  such  a situation  that,  if  it  had  proceeded,  it 
would  have  been  surrounded  by  an  army  of  near  thirty 
thousand  men. 

General  Humbert  then  arranged  his  forces  in  order 
of  battle,  and  determined  to  maintain  the  honour  of 
the  French  arms,  until  he  should  be  compelled  to  sur- 
render. The  rear-guard  of  his  army  was  then  attack- 
ed by  the  troops  under  colonel  Crawford,  when  about 
two  hundred  infantry  surrendered.  The  rest  conti- 
nued to  defend  themselves  with  great  spirit  for  near  an 
hour;  but  when  the  main  body  of  the  army,  under 
general  Lake,  appeared,  they  also  surrendered,  after 
having  made  lord  Roden,  and  a small  party  of  dra- 
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goons,  prisoners.  Lord  Roden,  and  the  dragoons,  ad- 
vanced into  the  French  line,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing their  surrendrj',  without  the  effusion  of  blood, 
when  the)'  were  made  prisoners.  Soon  after  the  king’s 
troops  came  up,  and  the  French  desired  lord  Roden  to 
order  them  to  halt,  and  they  surrendered. 

General  Humbert  surrendered  to  lieutenant-general 
Lake,  and  was  afterwards  conducted  to  lord  Cornwal- 
lis, who  was  about  live  miles  off. 

The  rebels  who  had  joined  the  French,  and  accom- 
panied them  to  Ballynamuck,  were  excluded  from 
quarter,  and  of  course  fied^  as  fast  as  they  could,  in  all 
directions,  and  were  pursued  by  our  cavalry,  who 
made  a great  slaughter  among  them,  having  killed 
near  five  hundred.  The  number  of  French  prisoners 
were  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  privates,  and 
ninety-six  officers  ; they  having  sustained  a loss  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  men,  since  their  land- 
ing at  Killalla. 

While  the  French  were  marching  from  Castlebar, 
an  alarming  insurrection  broke  out  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Granard,  which  w'as  designed  to  make  a diver- 
sioB  in  their  favour,  and  to  afford  them  a commodious 
post,  whence  they  might,  when  united,  direct  their 
operations  against  the  metropolis;  to  prevent  this 
junction  lord  Cornwallis  prudently  marched  hi^  forces 
in  a line  between  the  invading  army  and  the  interior 
country.  Great  numbers  of  rebels  joined  this  conspi- 
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racy,  particularly  in  the  county  of  Longford,  who  were? 
headed  by  tlie  O’Haras,  the  two  Dennistons,  O’Con- 
nell, Farrell,  and  O’Reilly,  all  men  of  property.  Their 
plan  was  to  rise  at  the  summons  'of  their  chiefs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Granard,  to  seize  that  post  and  then 
to  attack  the  town  of  Cavan,  where  a great  quantity  of 
arras  and  ammunition  were  deposited.  On  the  5th  of 
September,  a body  of  upwards  of  four  thousand  of 
these  insurgents  were  on  the  point  of  surprising  tlie 
town  of  Granard,  before  any  considerable  force  could 
be  had  for  its  protection.  Between  seven  and  eight  in 
the  morning  the  rebels  were  within  sight  of  the  town, 
under  the  command  of  Alexander  Denniston.  At  this 
critical  moment  captain  Cottlngham  of  the  Cavan  and 
Ballyhaise  yeomen  infantry  and  eighty-five  men  ar- 
rived for  its  defence,  and  joined  the  few  j^eomen  who 
were  in  the  town.  Captain  Cottinghara’s  force  now 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fift3'-seven  infantry  and 
fortj'-nine  cavalry  ; which  he  placed  in  an  advanta- 
geous position  on  a hill,  between  the  insurgents  and 
the  town  ; but  observing  that  the  rebels,  who  were  ad- 
vancing in  one  column,  divided  into  tliree  for  the  pur- 
pose of  surrounding  his  little  army,  he  retreated  to 
another  position  still  nearer  the  town,  where  he  was 
protected  by  a bank  and  other  fences,  and  in  this  po- 
sition awaited  the  attack  of  the  rebels,  who  drove  a 
number  of  cattle  before  them  to  annoy  the  yeomen, 
but  they  turned  the  cattle  aside  without  falling  into 
confusion  ; then  the  rebels  advanced  close  to  their 
line,  and  received  a destructive  discharge  of  musketry; 
noLvithstanding  which  tliiy  persevered  in  their  at- 
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*empt  during  five  hours,  from  nine  in  the  morning  till 
two  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  fled  and  were  pursued 
with  great  slaughter.  It  was  said  that  u[)war(!s  of  four 
hundred  rebels  were  killed  in  this  action,  without  any- 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  yeomen,  except  two  privates 
who  were  slightly  wounded.  Great  praise  is  due  to 
captain  Cottingham,  and  the  men  under  his  command,  ^ 
for  having  repulsed  so  superior  a force.  Besides  the 
yeomen,  three  gentlerr-en  are  much  praised  for  their 
gallant  behaviour  on  this  occasion,  Andrew^  Bell,  of 
Drumkeel,  and  Moutray  Eiskine,  who  volunteered, 
and  Ralph  Dopping  who  defended  the  entrance  into 
the  town  by  the  barracks.  This  victory  was  of  the 
greatest  importance,  as  it  prevented  the  spreading  of 
the  insurrection,  and  those  murders  and  devastations 
which  wmuld  have  been  its  consequences. 

The  mainbody  of  the  rebels,  after  its  defeat,  directed 
its  march  to  Wilson’s  hospital,  a commodious  build- 
ing erected  for  charitable  purposes,  the  maintenance 
of  tw^enty  aged  men  and  an  hundred  boys,  in  the 
county  of  Westmeath,'  from  a legacy  bequeathed  by 
Andrew  Wilson,  of  Piersfield.  This  building  had  been 
entered  and  plundered  in  the  morning  of  the  same 
day,  by  another  body  of  the  rebels,,  who  were  taking 
measures  to  murder,  on  the  following  day,  the  6th  of 
'September,  tw'enty-seven  protestant  prisoners,  who 
had  been  conveyed  thither  from  the  country,  when  the 
defeated  rebels  arrived  ; which  they  would  have  ef- 
fected, had  not  they  been  prevented  by  the  approach 
of  a small  body  of  troops  which  lord  Longford  had. 
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with  ^reat  dlllofence,  collected.  This  force  consisted 
of  some  yeomen  and  a detachment  of  the  Argyleshire 
fenclbles,  with  one  field-piece,  under  the  command  of 
major  Porter,  the  whole  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
ond  fifty  men.  A large  body  of  rebels,  five  hundred 
of  whom  were  armed  with  musbets,  marched  from  the 
hospital  to  meet  these  troops,  near  the  village  of  Ban- 
brusna.  Here  this  httle'army  was  posted  as  soon  as 
intelligence  was  received  of  the  advance  of  the  rebels, 
and  awaited  their  attack,  which  began  with  a most  fu- 
rious attempt  to  seize  the  field  piece  ; but  atter  a few 
discharges  of  grape  shot,  by  which  many  of  them  were 
killed,  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  in  the  greatest  con- 
fusion. In  their  retreat  a party  of  them  took  shelter 
in  a farm-house  and  out-buildings,  which  the  king’s 
troops  immediately  set  fire  to,  and  they  were  in  conse- 
quence burned  ; together  with  many  unfortunate 
wretches  who  had  gone  into  them.  It  was  now  al- 
most dark,  and  the  troops  determined  to  lay  on  their 
arms  all  niglit,  and  attack  the  insurgents  in  the  hospi- 
tal next  morning.  With  this  intention  they  proceed- 
ed at  day  light,  but  found  it  evacuated  by  the  rebels, 
who  had  plundered  and  destroyed  every  valuable  arti- 
cle they  found  in  it.  The  loss  of  the  rebels,  in  this 
action,  has  been  stated  at  upwards  of  one  hundred  in 
killed  and  wounded  ; while  that  of  the  royalists  was 
only  tw’o^men  killeJ. 

After  this  time,  the  rebels  never  appeared  in  arms 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Granard  ; but  in  the  western 
parts  of  the  country,  particularly  in  the  county  of 
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Mayo,  where  they  had  first  risen  to  assist  the  Frenc  fi, 
they  still  continued  in  a state  of  insurrection.  They 
were  not  informed  of  the  surrendry  of  general  Hum- 
bert’s arm}^  until  a few  days  after  it  had  taken  place; 
and  before  they  knew  that  circumstance,  a body  of 
rebels  attacked  Castlebar,  which  Jiad  been  occupied 
by  the  King’s  troops,  immediately  on  the  evacuation 
of  it  by  the  French. 

The  garrison,  consisting  of  fifty-seven  Frazer  fen- 
cibles,  thirty- four  volunteers,  and  one  troop  of  ca- 
valry, was  so  judiciously  posted  by  captain  Urquart, 
of  the  fencibles,  as  to  completely  rout  the  insurgents, 
whose  intention  was  to  plunder  the  town,  and  mur-  ' 
der  all  the  protestant  inhabitants,  as  they  were  not 
permitted  to  molest  them,  while  commanded  by  the 
French  officers. 

About  this  time  most  of  the  towns  which  liad  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents  w ere  recovered,  parti- 
cularly West  port  and  Newport,  by  the  fencibles  and  yeo- 
men under  the  honourable  Dennis  Browne,  and  captain 
Urquart;  but  liallina  and  Kiilalla  remained  some 
time  longer  in  possession  of  the  rebels. 

“Saturday  September  8th,  (a  day  memorable  for  tlic 
victory  at  Ballinamuck)  exhibited  to  the  town  of  Kil- 
lalla  a new  subject  of  akirm  and  terror.  Hitherto  it 
bad  b^en,  to  such  as  had  any  tiling  to  lose,  matter  of 
comfort  to  observe  how  awkardly  the  armed  peasants 
handled  their  firelocks,  and  how  slow  a progress  they 
VoL.  If.  T 
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were  making  in  the  arts  of  destruction.  This  day,  for 
the  first  time,  pikes  began  to  be  talked  of,  instead  of 
•muskets.  An  officer  of  the  rebels,  one  of  the  very 
few  among  them  who  seemed  to  have  a head  for  mis- 
chief as  well  as  a heart,  signified  to  the  commandant 
(still  by  the  bishop,  who  made  it  a pcfint  to  interpret 
faithfully,  even  where  the  matter  of  discourse  made 
him  shudder)  that  the  friends  of  liberty,  seeing  the 
fire-arms  were  all  distributed,  and  that  they  were  not 
thought  worthy  of  being  trusted  with  the  ammunition 
brought  from  France,  had  come  to  a resolution  of 
forming  n strong  body  of  pikemen,  who,  they  trusted, 
would  be  found  capable  of  doing  at  least  as  much  ex- 
ecution on  the  enemy  as  any  of  their  fellows.  There- 
fore desired  permission  to  seize, upon  all  the  iron  they 
could  find  in  the  stores  of  Mr  Kirkwood,  or  elsewhere, 
to  fabricate  pike-heads. 

“ Charost  liked  the  proposal  almost  as  little  as  the 
bishop  did.  As  a soldier,  he  despised  the  service  of 
pike-men  against  regular  troops  ; as  a man,  he  hated 
the  use  to  which  these  , weapons  might  be  applied  by 
the  robber  and  the  murderer.  But  it  was  not  his 
place  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  offer  to  ad- 
vance the  common  cause.  He  contented  himself  there- 
fore with  applauding  the  zeal  of  the  people,  who,  he 
said,  should  have  leave  to  use  Mr  Kirkwood's  iron, 
as  soon  as  there  was  an  absolute  need  of  making  free 
with  that  gentleman’s  property,  but  advised  them  to 
try  first  whether  they  could  not  get  iron  enough  in  an 
honest  \Aay,  by  converting  into  pike-heads  rvhat  they 
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liad  at  home  of  that  material,  their  own  forks  and 
other  implements  of  husbandry.-  The  answer  was 
taken  in  good  part,  and  saved  the  stores  for  the  pre- 
sent. But  as  pikes  were  not  forbidden,  all  the  smiths 
and  carpenters  were  presently  set  to  work  at  making 
them,  and  every  thief  was  busy  in  supplying  materials 
for  them.  Pitch-forks  were  lawful  prize  from  that 
day  forth  ; and  young  trees  were  more  becoming  as 
pike-handles  in  the  grasp  of  a lover  of  liberty,  than  as 
ornaments  to  a gentleman’s  farm.  In  a short  time  a 
body  of  pike-men  was  raised,  under  the  direction  of 
the  officer  above  mentioned,  which  recc'ving  daily 
accessions  of  numbers,  because  they  carried  their  wea- 
pons every  where,  did  no  regular  military  duty,  and 
mixed  in  every  tumultuous  assembly  with  a superior 
aptness  for  mischief* 

“ Precarious  as  the  state  of  things  at  this  time  evi- 
dently was,  it  created  surprise  to  observe,  that  the 
country  folk  had  the  hardiness  to  continue  bringing 
their  goods  to  the  market,  where  they  found  a ready 
sale.  Charost  availed  himself  of  his  power,  only  to 
take  the  weightier  articles  of  provision  ; from  the  lower 
class  of  people  he  drew  little  or  nothing  without  pay- 
ing for  it.  Of  course,  what  ready  money  he  had 
brought  with  him,  which  did  not  exceed  forty  louis, 
was  soon  expended.  Tlie  other  officers  were  poorer 
than  himself,  and  their  pay  from  home  was  not  to  be 
expected.  In  this  exigency  there  was  no  resourse, 
but  in  a requisition  of  money  from  the  district,  which 
T 2 
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enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  French  protection.  The 
bishop  was  applied  to  for  a list  of  names  of  persons 
most  competent  to  contribute.  His  answer  was,  that 
he  saw  no  objection  cither  to  the  demand  itself,  or  the 
quantum,  which  was  fifty  guineas,  and  that  he  should 
himself  pay  one-fifth  of  the  contribution  ; but  lie  de- 
sired to  be  excused  from  the  business  of  assessing  the 
other  inhabitants,  as  he  was  too  new  a comer  to  be 
acquainted  with  their  circumstances.  Mr  Devitt, 
their  new  magistrate,  occurred  as  the  person  most 
likely  to  execute  the  business  for  them.  Presently 
comes  a trca^slated  letter  from  the  commandant  to  the 
citizen  magistrate  Devitt,  inviting  him  ‘ to  entreat 
‘ the  town  and  district  of  Killalla  to  shew,  by  their 
‘ contributions,  their  zeal  for  the  glorious  cause  of 

* the  people.  Some  had  come  forward  already  with 
‘ presents  of  money;  and  the  writer  doubted  not,  but 
‘ many  would  be  ready  to  imitate  the  good  example. 
‘ An  exact  register  should  be  kept  of  the  names  and 
‘ the  sums  subscribed,  and  the  French  government 

* only  asked  it  under  the  name  of  a loan.*  With  some 
delay  and  grumbling  the  sum  was  raised  at  last,  a 
good  part  of  which  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mrs 
Stock  (the  'bishop’s  lady)  till  it  proved  a seasonable 
supply  to  Charost  and  his  companions  when  they  were 
ordered  away  to  Dublin. 

“ About  this  time  0-Donnel,  the  young  man  men- 
tioned before  as  having  helped  to  protect  Mr  Kirk- 
wood in  Erris,  came  to  Killalla,  with  no  other  view, 
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as  he  pretended,  than  to  offer  his  services  in  preserv- 
ing the  peace  of  the  town,  by  exerting  hisinduence 
over  the  mountaineers  of  his  own  district.  To  this 
object  he  seemed  for  some  time  to  confine  his  atten- 
tion, and  gained  so  upon  the  commandant  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  sense  and  activity,  that  he  was  presently 
appointed  to  the  office  of  town-major,  wi^h  a com- 
mand over  the  nightly  watch.  It  is  possible,  he  did. 
not  mean  at  first  to  accept  any  military  commission 
from  the  French;  but  having  a large  share  of  vanity 
in  his  composition,  and  feeling  himself  grow  into  con- 
sequence among  the  rebels  by  comparison  with  their 
drunken  general  Bellew,  Ire  aspired  to  his  place,  and 
in  fact  (though  never  formally)  succeeded  lo  it,  after 
the  other  was  turned  ouU  Charost  had  more  than 
once  occasion,  in  the  sequel,  to  repent  of  having 
placed  a confidence  in  this  man  before  he  had  time  to 
know  his  character^  The  airs  the  young  jackanapes 
gave  himself  became  every  day  more  tioublsome.  On 
pretence  that  he  must  have  a bed  at  the  castle  to  rake 
the  orders  of  the  commandant  in  case  of  any  distur- 
bance at  night,  he  took  to  himself  one  of  the  bed- 
chambers of  the  middle  floor,  from  which  it  was  not 
possible  afterwards  to  dislodge  him;  and  this  apart- 
ment he  was  pleased  to  distinguish  by  the  name  of  his 
room.  His  next  attempt  was  to  be  admitted  to  mess 
with  the  family  ; but  here  he  failed  of  success.  The 
bishop,  disgusted  with  his  forwardness  and  vulgar 
manners,  avoided  as  much  as  possible  all  intercourse 
vith  hiin^  and  when  he  did  ask  him  to  sit  down  at  his- 
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table  (as  at  limes  be  could  scarcely  help  doing  so  witli- 
out  rudeness)  it  was  evidently  the  result  of  constraint ; 
so  that  Mr  0‘Donnel  kept  himself  at  a distance  for 
the  most  part,  but  complained  much  of  the  ingrati- 
tude with  which  he  was  treated,  after  his  great  ser- 
vices in  protecting  the  bishop  and  his  family.  The 
presence  of  such  a lodger  taught  the  people  at  the 
castle  to  feel  for  the  situation  of  their  neighbours  of 
the  towm,  annoyed,  as  they  were  known  to  be,  by 
company  of  a still  coarser  mold.  Day  and  night  the 
stair-case  was  infested  with  O’Donnel’s  levee,  either 
with  drunben  boors  from  Erris,  or  his  own  kinsfolk 
the  Macguires  of  Crosmalina,  the  principal  of  whom 
was  a brewer  of  some  substance,  who  for  his  good  ser- 
vices to  France  by  engaging  himself  and  three  or  four 
sons  in  this  rebellion,  has  lately  been  requited  with  a 
halter.  His  sons,  strong  brutes  without  mind  or  man- 
ners, but  by  aid  of  pillage  provided  wtih  good  clothes 
and  arms,  were  back  and  forward  at  Killalla,  con- 
certing measures  with  their  cousin  0‘Donnel,  and,, 
indeed,  helping  to  make  him  less  odious,  when  his 
behaviour  was  viewed  in  comparison  with  theirs. 

“ One  of  the  Macguires,  under  colour  of  delivering  a 
message  to  the  commandant,  had  the  insolence  one 
.day  to  thrust  himself  into  the  dining  parlour,  while 
the  family  were  at  dinner,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
alarm  which  his  saucy  countenanee,  his  sword  and  pis- 
tols, occasioned  among  the  ladies.  The  commandant 
instantly  ordered  him  to  leave  the  room,  with  a sharp 
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rebuke  for  his  presumption,  declaring  at  the  same 
time,  that  there  were  two  hours  of  the  twenty-four 
which  he  would  not  suffer  to  be  wrested  frotri  him  by 
any  business  whatsoever.  Another  of  i these  three 
youths,  Roger  Macguire,  carried  himself  with  so 
much  impertinence  in  his  embassy  at  Castlebar  (to  be 
mentioned  presently)  as  would  have  drawn  destruction 
on  his  own  head,  if  the  safety  of  better  people  had  not 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  included  in  his* 

“ Disagreeable  as  an  inmate,  0‘Donnel  was  not, 
however,  without  merit  as  an  officer,  and  a guardian  of 
the  public  peace.  His  first  exertions  were  directed  to 
preventing  waste  by  the  unnecessary  slaughter  of  beasts. 
To  supply  the  rebel  camp,  sheep  and  oxen  had  been 
driven  in  dady  in  such  numbers,  and  with  so  little  at- 
tention to  economy,  that  as  there  was  very  little  salt 
to  be  had,  and  the  weather  was  rather  warm,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  bury  many  joints  of  fresh  meat  in 
the  earth  to  prevent  an  infection.  Of  this  abuse  the 
commandant  and  the  bishop  were  eye-witnesses  one 
morning,  being  led  to  a back-yard  in  the  town  where 
lay  ti)e  carcases  of  half  a dozen  bullocks  just  killed. 
0‘Doimel  received  orders  to  lay  before  the  magistrate 
Devilt,  regular  accounts  of  what  fresh  meat  would 
be  wanted  by  the  troops  on  permanent  duty.  The 
magistrate  was  to  issue  a requisition  for  the  supply  de- 
manded, sending  a guard  to  take  so  much  from  the 
farmers,  and  no  more.  The  beasts  were  to  be  taken 
to  one  particular  spot,  appointed  for  killing  them  ; 
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and  proclamation  was  made,  that  any  person,  caught 
in  driving  and  killing,  without  a written  order  from 
the  magistrate,  should  be  instantly  shot.  By  the  vi- 
gilance of  0‘Donnel  the  order  was  tolerably  well  obey- 
ed, though  the  consumption  after  all  was  certainly 
very  great. 

It  was  a novel  situation  to  the  bishop  to  be  forced 
to  subsist  on  plunder,  both  of  meat  and  drink.  The 
choicest  beef  and  mutton  from  grazing  grounds  that 
feed  the  boast  of  the  markets  of  Dublin,  excellent 
wines  and  spirits  extracted  from  the  cellars  of  his  very 
good  friends  the  neighbouring  gentry,  made  their 
visits  in  clue  arder  at  the  castle,  and  were  received,  at 
first  with  groans  and  lamentations  over  the  times,  and 
at  last  with  great  equanimity,  as  a misfortune  that 
could  not  be  helped.  At  times,  the  company  at  the 
castle  even  felt  a disposition  to  be  mcriy  on  the  arrival 
of  one  of  these  felonious  cargoes.^  Some  bottles  of  ex- 
cellent hock,  drawn  from  the  cellars  of  the  right 
hoii.  croloiiel  King  at  Ballina,^  came  as  a present  from 
the  Erench  officer  there  to  M.  CharosU  Tiie  wine  on 
trial  was  found  so  good,  that  conscience  began  to  mut- 
ter at  the  &in  of  assisting  in  the  robbery  of  so  hospi- 
table a gentleman  as  the  owner  must  have  been,  un- 
less'he  might  be  proved  guilty  of  some  crime.  He 
was  therefore  formally  indicted  for  loyalty,  for  an  ob- 
stinate adherence  to  his  sovereign,  and  to  the  constitu- 
tion under  which  he  was  born.  The  charge  was  easily 
proved,  as-colone!  King  was  then  just  recovering  from- 
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a shot  throuj^li  the  body,  whi<*li  he  had  rereived  at  the 
battle  of  New  Ross,  fijVhtlng  stoutly  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment  against  the  United  Irishmen,  the  mcrltori-  , 
' ous  allies  of  France,  and  lovers  of  revolution.  Of 
course  he  was  pronounced  with  acclaiiiations, 

and  his  wine  was  conliscuted  witliout  a dissenting 
voice. 


C H A P.  xvn. 


«*  confusion  of  the  times  had  unavoidably  sus- 

pended the  exercise  of  public  worship  by  the  members 
of  the  established  church.  On  the  Lord’s-day,  a con- 
siderable number  from  the  town  used  to  venture  into 
^ the  castle  to  join  the  family  there  at  devotions,  offered 
up  with  a seriousness  and  fervency  suitable  to  the  pre- 
sent distress.  The  worthy  minister  of  the  parish,  dean 
Thompson,  went  through  the  church  service,  assisted 
by  his  curate  ; the  bishop  preached;  We  all  found  by 
experience,  both  lay  and  clergy,  the  truth  of  the 
psalmist’s  declaration,  It  is  good  for  me  that  1 have 
been  hi  affliction.  Happy,  if  we  shall  be  enabled  by 
the  divine  aid,  through  the  varying  scenes  of  our  fu- 
ture life,  to  retain  the  good  feeling,-  and  practise  the 
lessons,  which  that  awful  period  impressed  upon  us  ! 
Prayers  were  offering  at  the  castle  on  the  ninth  of  Sep- 
tember, when  the  congregation  was  alarmed  by  hear- 
ing the  sound  of  the  cathedral  bell.  On  inquiry  it 
was  found,,  that  Mr  O’Donnel  had  taken  the  key  of 
the  church  out  of  the  sexton’s  house,  and  ordered  the 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND.  ' IQl 

bell  to  be  rung  for  the  purpose  of  calling  his  Roman 
catholic  followers  to  mass  in  the  house  of  Mr  Morrison, 
a protestant  merchant,  who  with  his  family,  was  forc- 
ed to  witness  the  ceremony.  The  bishop  was  deter- 
mined not  to  overlook  such  an  encroachment.  He 
went,  immediately  after  divine  service,  to  0‘Donnel, 
expostulated  calmly  with  him  on  an  action  which  must 
awake  the  jealousy  of  the  established  church  for  the 
safet}’^  of  what  the  law  had  put  into  their  hands,  and  in 
conclusion,  desired  he  would  return  the  key,  and  for 
the  future,  give  up  all  thought  of  using  the  churchy 
bell.  With  this  demand  0‘Donnel,  apparently  sof- 
tened by  the  manner  in  which  it  was  urged,  complied ; 
nor  was  any  attempt  afterwards  actually  made  on  the 
cathedral  by  the  Romanists,  though  in  the  camp  they 
often  expressed  a resolution  to  seize  upon  it.  The  pre- 
sence otthe  French  always  restrained  them. 

\ 

“ Indeed,  the  contrast  with  regard  to  religious  sen- 
timents, between  the  French  and  their  Irish  allies, 
was  extremely  curious.  The  athiest  despised  and  af- 
fronted the  bigot ; but  the  wonder  was,  how  the  zea- 
lous papist  should  come  to  any  tenns'of  agreement  with 
a set  of  men,  who  boasted  openly  in  our  hearing, 

‘ that  they  had  just  driven  Mr  Pope  out  of  Italy,  and 
‘ did  not  expect  to  iind  him  again  so  suddenly  in  Ire- 
‘ land.*  It*astonished  the  French  officers  to  hear  the 
recruits,  when  they  orfered  their  service,  declare, 
‘that  they  were  come  to  take  arms  for  France,  and 
‘ the  Blessed  f'lrgin.*  The  conduct  of  the  several 
priests,  who  engaged  in  the  same  treasonable  enter- 
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prise,  was  yet  more  surprising  than  that  of  their  peo- 
ple. No  set  of  ingn  could  be  treated ^with  more  ap- 
parent marks  of  dislike,  and  even  contempt,  than 
these  were  by  the  French,  though  against  the  plain- 
est suggestions  of  policy,  which  recommended  atten- 
tion to  them,  both  as  having  an  influence  over  their 
flocks,  and  as  useful  interpreters,  most  of  them,  (from 
their  foreign  education,)  being  able  to  speak  a little 
French.  Yet  the  commandant  would  not  trust  to  their 
interpretation  : if  he  wanted  to  know  the  truth,  he 
Waited  till  he  could  see  the  bishop.  A hair-fl rained 
priest  of  the  name  of  Sweeney  Irad  escaped  along  with 
Boudet  from  Newport,  when  it  was  re-taken,  appre- 
hensive of  the  punishment  which  afterwards  overtook 
the  poor  wretch  for  the  active  part  he  had  adopted  in 
exciting  his  parishioners  to  rebellion.  The  man  had 
a smattering  of  science,  particularly  in  the  antiquities 
of  his  country,  of  which  he  seemed  to  be  passionately 
fond.  On  being  introduced  by  Boudet  to  the  com- 
mandant, be  preferred  an  huuible  request  to  that  offi- 
cer, that  whereas  every  thing  lately  belonging  to  the 
protestants  must  now  be  French  property,,  and  inas- 
much as  soldiers  w ere  not  usually  covetous  of  books, 
he  should  be  extremely’obliged  to  M.  Charost,  if  he 
would  make  him  a present  of  the  bishop  of  Killalla’s 
library.  ‘ The  bishop’s  library  !’  answered  Charost, 
turning  from  him  with  contempt,  ‘ is  just  as  much  his 
* own  now,  as  ever  it  was.* 

“ What  powerful  motive  could  prevail  on  this  order 
of  men  to  lend  their  hearts  and  hands  to  a revolution, 
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which  so  manifestly  threatened  to  overwhelm  their 
own  credit  and  consequence,  supposing  even  that 
they  wore  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  that  religion  of 
which  they  professed  themselves  to  be  the  consecrated 
ministers?  I will  tell  the  reader  what  I conceive  to 
be  the  true  key  to  this  mystery,  if  I may  have  his 
pardon  for  the  digression. 

“ The  almost  total  dependence  of  the  Romish  clergy 
of  Ireland  upon  their  people  for  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence is  the  cause,  according  to  my  best  judgment, 
why,  upon  every  popular  commotion,  many  priests  of 
that  communion  have  been,  and  until  measures  of 
better  policy  are  adopted,  always  will  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  sedition  and  opposition  to  the  established 
government.  The  peasant  will  love  a revolution,  be- 
cause he  feels  the  weight  of  poverty,  and  has  not  often 
the  sense  to  perceive  that  a change  of  masters  may 
Temler  it  heavier : the  priest  must  follow  the  impulse 
of  the  popular  wave,  or  be  left  behind  on  the  beach  to 
perish.  There  was  a time  indeed,  when  superstition 
was  of  force  to  uphold  the  credit  and  revenues  of  the. 
church  of  Rome,  even  where  convulsions  shook  to 
pieces  the  fabric  of  the  civil  government.  But  the 
reign  of  superstition  is  either  past,  or  passing:  at  least 
if  it  holds  the  mind  of  the  believer,  it  is  not,  by  many 
tlegrees,  so  effectual  as  formerly  to  open  his  purse. 
Holy  oil,  and  indulgencies,  and  absolutions,  have 
fallen  very  much  in  their  price;  confessions  are,  com- 
paratively speaking,  unproductive;  and  even  the 
golden  mine  of  purgatory  seems  to  be  running  to  a 
VoL,  IL  LT 
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thread.  Voluntary  contribution,  the  main  resource 
of  the  priest,  must  depend  on  popularity,  ‘ Live 
Avith  me,  and  live  as  I do.  Oppress  me  not  with  su- 
perior learning  or  refinement.  Take  thankfully  what 
I choose  to  give  you,  and  earn  it  by  compliance  with 
my  political  creed  and  conduct’ — such,  when  justly 
translated,  is  the  language  of  the  Irish  cottager  to  his 
priest.  It  IS  language  which  will  be  listened  to  in  pro- 
portion to  the  exigency  of  the  case.  A sturdy  moralist 
will  do  his  duty  in  spite  of  penury  : admirable,  and 
not  to  be  looked  for  among  the  common  herd  of  man- 
kind, is  the  virtue  which  can  withstand  the  menace  of 
absolute  want  of  bread.  The  remedy  for  this  defect 
in  the  present  political  system  of  Ireland,  should  seem 
to  be  as  easy  as  it  is  obvious.  But  it  is  not  for  a private 
individual  to  suggest  to  our  enlightened  legislature 
either  the  time  or  the  measure  in  which  such  a remedy 
ought  to  be  ajiplied. 

Although  the  cathedral  church  of  Killalla  escaped 
violence  in  the  manner  related,  there  w’as  scarcely  ano- 
ther protestant  place  of  worship  throughout  the  united 
dioceses,  that  did  not  quickly  bear  evident  marks  of 
the  religious  intolerance  of  the  rebels.  But  their  ma- 
lice was  chiefly  directed  against  a presbyterian  meet- 
ing-house between  Killalla  and  Ballina,  the  only  one 
of  the  kind  in  the  county.  It  had  lately  been  fitted 
up  and  decently  ornamented  by  the  unwearied -exer- 
tions of  the  minister,  the  reverend  Mr  Marshall,  whose 
exemplary  character  had  entitled  him  to  so  much  re-  - 
spect,  that  all  his  protestant  neighbours,  without  dis- 
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tinction,  hud  contributed  to  give  him  a handsome 
place  of  wor&liip.  In  a very  short  time  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rebellion,  nothing  remained  of  the 
meeting-house  except  the  walls.  The  congregation 
•experienced  no  better  treatment  than  their  temple. 
They  were  a colony  of  very  industrious  weavers  from 
the  north,  translated  hither  .some  years  back  by  the 
earl  of  Arran,  to  a village  of  his  called  Mullifarrah, 
where  they  had  flourished  so  much,  that  they  were 
grown  rich,  and  had  increased  to  the  iiumber  of  a 
thousand  persons.  The  name  of  Orangemen  had  but 
just  begun  to  be  heard  of  in  Connaught ; and  much  it 
were  to  be  wished,  that  no  such  society  had  ever  ap- 
peared among  us,  to  furnish  to  the  Romanists  too 
plausible  a pretext  for  alarm  and  hostility  against  their 
protestant  brethren.  The  bishop  had  opposed  their 
establishment  with  all  his  might.  On  the  very  day 
when  the  invasion  happened,  lie  was  busied  in  entering 
a protest,  in  his  primary  visitation  charge,  against  the 
first  sentence  of  the  oath  by  which  Orangemen  are 
united  together,  ‘ I am  not  a Roman  catliolic.’  The 
words  sounded  in  his  ears  too  much  like  those  in  the 
prophet.  Stand  off,  I am  holier  than  ihou;  and  assur- 
edly they  are  not  calculated  to  conciliate.  The  society 
had  originated  in  the  same  northern  county,  which 
some  years  before  had  disgraced  itself  by  an  infamy 
new  to  protestants,  an  actual  expulsion  of  Roman 
catholics  from  their  homes.  The  perpetrators  of  this 
lawless  deed  were  supposed  to  be  chiefly  presbyterians  ; 
and  now  upon  the  unoffending  people  of  that  persua- 
sion in  Connaught  were  to  be  retaliated  the  injuries 
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done  to  the  Romanists  in  Ulster.  The  village  of 
Mullifarrah,  on  pretence  of  searching  for  arms,  was 
ransacked  in  three  nocturnal  invasions  of  the  rebels, 
till  there  was  nothing  left  in  it  worth  carrying  away  ; 
and  this  in  defiance  of  a protection  under  the  hand  of 
the  commandant,  obtained  for  them  and  their  pastor 
by  the  bishop.  The  poor  sufferers  came  in  tears  to 
M.  Charost,  to  return  him  a ])rotection  which  had 
done  them  no  good.  It  shocked  him  very  much. 
Often  did  he  whisper  the  bishop,  that  no  considera- 
tion should  prevail  on  him  again  to  trust  himself  to 
such  a horde  of  savages  as  the  Irish. 

“ The  cloud  of  common  suffering  makes  the  fea- 
tures of  distinction  between  protestants,  in  the  matter 
of  religion,  appear  as  nothing.  Mr  Marshall  having 
lost  Ills  own  chapel,  readily  and  devoutly  joined  us  in 
our  worship.  Service  being  ended,  he  informed  us, 
that  the  people  of  Sligo,  after  a smart  action  or  two  at 
Colooney  on  the  preceding  Thursday,  had  succeeded 
in  turning  the  Frenoh  from  their  own  town  towards 
the  county  of  Leitrim,  where  it  was  probable  they 
w'ould  ineet  a force  from  Enniskillen  and  Dublin, 
that  would  be  able  to  give  a good  account  of  them. 
Castlebar,  N ewport-Pratt,  and  Westjmrt,  lie  assured 
us,  were  recovered,  and  nothing  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  but  our  town  and  Ballina.  The 
joy  of  this  news  was  jiresently  dashed  with  the  reflec- 
tion, that  if  the  French  should  push  on,  and  be  de- 
feated at  length  in  some  place  far  removed  from  us, 
we  must  be  left,  absoluteb'  destitute  of  defence,  at 
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the  mercy  of  rebels  irritated  by  despair,  and  for  a 
space  of  time  quite  sufficient  to  accomplish  our  de- 
struction. The  danger  was  felt  and  acknowledged ; 
but  as  we  could  not  by  our  own  foresight  avert  it,  we 
cast  ourselves  for  the  event  on  the  good  pleasure  of 
Him,  who  knew  best  what  was  fitting  for  us. 

Mr  Marshall  was  the  bearer  this  morning,  Sept, 
9th,  of  a fresh  complaint  from  his  people  at  Mullifar- 
rah : they  had  not  only  been  robbed  of  their  goods, 
but  a considerable  number  of  them  had  been  carried 
prisoners  to  .Ballina  for  the  alledged  crime  of  being 
Orangemen,  where,  by  permission  of  the  French  offi- 
cer True,  they  remained  close  prisoners,  with  scarcely 
anything  for  their  support.  This  behaviour  of  True 
much  displeased  the  commandant,  as  he  had  straitly 
charged  that  officer  not  to  listen  to  accusations  on  a 
religious  account,  nor  suffer  any  person  to  be  confined 
for  them.  He 'thought  it  incumbent  on  him  therefore 
to  go  immediately  to  Ballina  to  rectify  matters  there, 
and  enforce  a better  execution  of  his- orders,  which  he 
did,  taking  'Ponson  along  with  him.  The  business 
employed  him  the  whole  day,  as  he  had  above  sixty  pri- 
soners to  examine  and  discharge.  During  his  absence, 
the  loyalists  at  Killalla  had  not  been  very  easy  in  their 
minds,  committed  as  they  were  to  the  protection  of 
M.  Boudet  only,  and  on  the  day  of  the  week  when 
danger  was  most  to  be  apprehended,  from  the  con- 
fluence of  people  out  of  the  country  to  their  prayers. 

“ Nothing,  however,  of  an  unpleasant  nature  oc- 
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curred  this  or  the  two  following  days,  except  the  usual 
annoyance  from  lies  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy, 
fabricated  by  the  rebels  to  colour  tl)elr  importunity 
for  ammunition.  Seven  hundred  and  fift}"  recruits 
■were  counted  before  the  castle  gate  on  the  eleventh, 
who  came  to  offer  their  services  for  retakinir  the  nei«:)i- 

o o 

bouring  towns  that  had  returned  to  their  allegiance  j 
, and  this,  after  arms  had  been  delivered  out  by  the 
French,  as  I mentioned  before,  to  upwards  of  five 
thousand.  The  population  in  the  mountainous  parts 
of  the  county  of  Mayo  much  exceeds  what  the  country, 
from  its  haggard  appearance,  would  be  thought  ca- 
])able  of  sustaining.  These  last  recruits  were  extremely 
urgent  to  cut  dowm  two  ash  groves,  planted  to  screen 
the  see-house  from  the  winds  that  blow  with  so  much 
fury  in  this  climate.  Pikes  they  must  have,  they 
said,  since  they  were  not  supplied  with  other  weapons; 
but  they  paid  the  bishop  the  compliment  of  promising 
to  spare  his  trees,  if  he  would  only  get  them  leave 
from  the  commandant  to  cut  down  those  that  belongred 
to  his  neighbour  Roger  Palmer,  esq.  or  to  the  agent 
of  that  gentleman,  sir  John  Edmund  Browne,  who 
seemed  to  be  very  unpopular  among  them.  With 
much  difficulty,  and  with  the  sacrifice  of  three  or  four 
very  good  trees,  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  desist  at 
that  time  from  further  mischief. 

“ September  twelfth  and  thirteenth,  the  messengers 
of  ill  news  poured  in  upon  us  continually,  announcing 
fresh  depredations  on  every  side.  Castlereagh,  the 
seat  of  Arthur  Knox,  esq.  (brother-in-law  to  the  earl 
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of  Meath)  Castle  Lacken,  the  property  of  sir  John 
Palmer,  hart,  were  broke  open  and  completely  ilfled, 
Mr  Bourke,  of  Summer-hill,  Informed  the  bishop 
by  message,  th;it  he  was  threatened  grievously,  and 
in  danger  of  murder,  if  he  was  not  supplied  presently 
with  a guard  and  ammunition  : he  added  in  his  note, 
that  he  had  cash  in  the  house,  which  he  wdshed  to  have 
conveyed  to  the  castle.  A faithful  domestic  of  Mr 
Knox’s  came  with  tears  in  his  eyes  to  the  bishop,  to 
beg  he  would  send  a party  of  men  to  Castlereagh,  to 
snatch  up  what  might  yet  be  rescued  from  the  spoilers, 
particularly  a quantity  of  wine,  spirits,  and  groceries, 
which,  if  they  must  be  lost  to  his  master,  had  better 
go  to  the  use  of  the  garrison  in  the  castle,  than  to  a 
parcel  of  ruffians. 

“ The  want  of  horses  was  now  felt  severely.  The 
bishop  had  but  one  left,  which  had  been  sent  back  .to 
him  by  the  French  from  Castlebar.  This  was  dis- 
patched with  a car  to  Castlereagh,  together  with  a 
party  under  0‘Donnel,  to  bring  off  what  goods  he 
could  to  the  castle.  Another  horse  was  found  some- 
where, to  convey  M.  Boudet  to  Summer-hill ; and  as 
he  could  effect  nothing  without  an  interpreter,  the 
bishop,  much  against  his  will,  w'as  obliged  to  trust 
his  eldest  son  with  this  officer,  through  a country  ren- 
dered almost  as  dangerous  as  a field  of  battle,  by  the 
inconsiderate  firing  of  shots  by  the  rebels  in  all  direc- 
tions. The  pair  w'alked  and  rode  by  turns,  and  a very 
unpleasant  suspense  prevailed  at  the  castle  till  their 
return  late  in  the  evening.  By  their  appearance  at 
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Summerhill,  quiet  was  for  the  present  restored  to  that 
place.  Bouflet  rendered  honourable  testimony  to  the 
spirit  with  which  Mr  Eourke  defended  his  property 
against  a host  of  marauders.  But  the  bishop  trem- 
bled at  the  hazard  his  son  Edwin  had  incurred,  when 
Mr  Bo’iirke  prevailed  on  him  to  be  the  bearer  to  the 
castle  of  a hundred  and  seventy  guineas  in  cash. 

“ While  this  was  passing,  all  w’as  confusion  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  castle,  by  the  condition  in  which  the 
party  returned  that  had  gone  to  Castlereagh.  No  ex- 
pedient for  saving  the  wine  and  spirits  from  the  nn- 
w'orthy  mouths  that  were  preparing  to  swallow  them 
appeared  to  the  messengers  to  be  so  ready  and  effec- 
tual, as  that  of  using  the  liquors  instantly  themselves. 
In  consequence,  the  bishop’s  butler  returned  from 
the  expedition  pot-valiant,  quarrelled  with  the  garde- 
ner and  carter,  presented  a blunderbuss  at  the  former, 
and  provoked  the  bishop  himself  so  much  by  saucy 
language,  that  he  lost  his  temper,  and  almost  knock- 
ed the  fellow  clown  with  a box  on  the  ear.  The  com- 
mandant interposing,  locked  him  up  in  his  own  pantry, 
and  left  him  to  sleep  there  till  morning.  The  man 
had  been  an  excellent  servant,  and  it  is  hoped  will 
continue  to  be  so  in  a place  of  less  temptation.  But 
the  opportunity  of  gaining  by  the  arrival  of  the  French 
was  too  alluring : he  declared  for  them  immediately, 
served  them  only,  to  the  neglecting  of  his  master,  be- 
trayed the  secrets  of  the  cellar  to  them,  talked  often 
like  a rebel,  and  in  short  did  such  things,  as  might 
have  brought  his  neck  in  question,  if  his  master  had 
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not,  after  the  action  at  Killalla,  recommended  to 
him  a speedy  retreat  out  of  the  country.  Some  liquor, 
the  groceries,  and  a quantity  of  furniture,  tlie  pro- 
perty of  Mr  John  Knox,  were  safely  deposited  in  the 
castle. 

“ From  Castle  Lachen  little  or  nothing  could  be 
saved.  The  manner  in  which  tliis  mansion,  the  old 
family  seat  of  sir  John  Palmer,  was  surprised,  is  worth 
desribing.  Mr  Waldron,  agent  to  the  baronet,  who 
rented  the  house,  and  had  a very  considerable  pro- 
perty in  and  about  it,  had  received  a guard  from  the 
French,  with  which  for  some  days  he  had  been  able 
to  protect  himself  against  his  disorderly  neighbours. 
The  guards  however  required  guarding  as  much  as 
the  rest  of  their  countrymen  ; and  a [dan  was  con- 
certed, in  consequence  of  which  the  house  should  ap- 
pear to  be  taken  by  a sudden  assault,  in  spite  of  all 
opposition.  A horseman  came  in  full  gallop  through 
the  surrounding  crowd  to  the  door,  announcing  him- 
self to  be  an  express  from  the  bishop  at  Killalla.  The 
unw'ary  owmer  unbarred  his  door,  and  in  an  instant 
the  mob  without  and  the  guards  within  threw  the  un- 
fortunate man  on  the  floor,  ran  over  l»im  many  times, 
dispers<*d  his  aifrighted  family  of  children  and  grand- 
children, completely  gutted  tlie  house,  and  even  car- 
ried away  the  flooring,  drove  off  his  stock,  and  in 
short  did  him  damage  (as  lie  afterwards  proved  to  the 
committee)  little  short  of  three  thousand  pounds.  It 
w as  melancholy  to  see  a flimily,  accustomed  to  ease  and 
comfort,  arrive  the  next  day  at  Killalla  on  foot,  with 
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nothing  saved  but  the  clothes  on  their  backs.  But 
this  was  a spectacle,  to  which  u e had  now  been  too 
much  familiarized.  Air  Vv^aldron  had  another  house 
and  farm  in  the  vicinity,  which  were  presently  after 
destroyed  in  as  merciless  a manner  by  the  same  sa- 
vages. 

“ The  farm-house  of  Air  John  Boyd  (a  worthy  man, 
respectable  also  for  his  skill  as  a survej’-er)  though 
greatly  exposed  by  standing  single  at  a considerable 
distance  from  town,  was  preserved  by  a circumstance 
that  maybe  reckoned  curious,  as  it  shews  the  light  in 
which  the  insurgents  beheld  their  French  allies'.  Two 
soldiers  of  that  nation,  wounded,  but  not  dangerous- 
ly, at  Castlebar,  were  sent  to  the  commandant  to 
be  put  into  some  place  where  they  might  be  recovered. 
Mr  Boyd,  by  the  bishop’s  advice,  offered  his  own 
house  as  a quiet  retreat  for  the  men,  who  at  the  same 
time,  from  the  respect  paid, by  the  rebels  to  the  French, 
might  be  a security  to  him  and  his  family.  The  offer 
was  accepted,  and  proved  effectual  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended ; for  though  gangs  of  robbers  frequently 
threatened  the  house,  no  attack  was  actually  made  on 
it,  as  long  as  the  foreigners  (very  well  beliaved  poor 
fellows)  continued  in  it,  which  was  for  upv/ards  of  a 
fortnight.  It  cost  much  exertion  afterwards  to  defend 
the  same  house  to  the  end  of  the  troubles.’^ 
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CHAP.  XVIIL 


September  the  twelfth,  in  the  evening,  the 

light  of  hope  began  to  open  on  the  loyalists  ofKillalla. 
Something  must  have  happened,  they  whispered  one 
another,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  F’rench  arms,  as  an 
express  arrived  from  Ballina,  and  was  sent  back  in 
wet  and  darkness  almost  immediately  : the  French 
officers  also,  from  that  time,  looked  very  much  de- 
jected. Next  morning,  a prisoner  was  brought  in 
from  Ballina,  supposed  to  be  of  note,  because  the 
commandant  wished  the  bishop  to  be  present  at  his 
examination. 

“ It  proved  to  be  William  Charles  Fortescue,  esq, 
nephew  and  heir  to  Lord  Clermont,  and  member  for 
the  county  of  Louth,  a gentleman  with  whom  the 
bishop  had  not  the  honour  of  being  before  acquainted. 
The  conversation  between  him  and  M.  Charost  pass- 
ing in  the  French  language,  and  in  a low  tone  of  voice, 
the  bishop  was  on  the  point  of  quitting  the  room, 
when  Mr  t'ortescue  announced  himself  in  English  to 
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be  the  brother  of  the  young  clergymen  already  men- 
tioned, as  having  received  a mortal  wound  in  the  first 
rencounter  witli  the  French.  No  certain  Intelligence 
of  his  death  had  reached  Dublin  ; so  that  Mr  F.  was 
instigated  by  affection  for  an  excellentand  only  brother 
to  set  out  on  horseback  for  Ballina,  attended  by  one 
servant,  resolved  to  take  his  chance,  if  that  town 
should  yet  be  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  though,  when 
he  left  the  capital,  it  was  believed  to  have  returned, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  county,  to  the  king’s  peace. 
On  his  way  he  had  passed  through  Granard,  just  after 
the  battle  of  Ballinamuck,  where  he  had  seen  general 
Humbert  and  his  officers,  going  as  prisoners  of  war  to 
Dublin  ; and  even  then  he  had  no  intimation,  that  he 
might  not  proceed  without  danger  as  far  as  Ballina, 
lie  did  not  discover  his  mistake,  till  he  was  arrested 
by  a patrole  w'ithin  a short  distance  from  that  town. 
The  commanding  officer  tlfiere,  IVI.  True,  with  his 
usual  brutality  charged  him  w'ith  coming  there  as  a 
spy  to  intimidate  the  frends  of  liberty  by  a false  report 
of  the  defeat  of  their  army,  detained  the  servant  and 
baggage,  and  sent  the  master  to  Killalla  to  be  exa-. 
mined  by  Charost.  From  the  description  Mr  For- 
tescue  gave  him  of  the  persons  of  the  French  officers 
whom  he  had  seen  prisoners,  the  commandant  could 
have  no  doubt  of  the  defeat  of  his  countrymen,  even 
though  he  had  not  been  furnished  with  a more  con- 
vincing pioof  by  the  recei|jt  of  two  letters  from  officers 
in  the  French  army,  stating  the  capture  of  their  whole 
force  near  the  iron  mines  in  the  county  of  Leitrim,  to- 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 


205 


gether  with  the  dispersion  of  their  Irish  allies,  on  the 
Saturday  preceding, 

“ These  letters  tlie  commandant  made  no  scruple 
of  imparting  to  the  bishop,  with  an  air  of  confidence  in  . 
his  honour,  and  his  discretion,  which  was  certainly 
very  flattering.  He  gave  him  leave  at  the  same  time 
to  discourse  on  the  subject  with  Mr  Fortescue,  only 
admonishing  them  both  of  the  present  danger  of  di- 
vulging the  secret.  Of  such  a caution,  in  truth,  they 
stood  in  very  little  need  : for  it  was  plainly  the  interest 
of  the  loyalists  to  observe  the  strictest  silence  with  re- 
gard to  the  ill  posture  of  the  affairs  of  the  rebels,  lest 
these  should  be  on  their  backs  before  the  king’s  army 
could  come  to  their  relief.  Mr  Fortescue  was  taking 
his  leave  of  the  commandant  to  return  to  his  disagree- 
able confinement  under  True,  when  the  bishop,  in 
French,  (that  Charost  might  object,  if  he  pleased) 
invited  him  to  share  bed  and  board  with  them  at  the 
castle,  an  offer  which,  after  some  apologies,  was  thank- 
fully accepted,  and  Mr  Fortescue’s  condition,  though 
far  inferior  to  that  he  was  used  to,  became  easy  from 
thenceforth  in  comparison  of  what  he  had  endured  at 
Ballina.  The  presence  of  this  gentleman  was  of  great 
service  in  supporting  the  spirits  of  the  company  at  the 
castle  ; for,  having  attained  to  the  rank  of  major  in 
the  army,  he  possessed  a steadiness  of  mind  in  danger, 
and  a prudence,  the  result  of  experience,  which  often- 
suggested  the  most  salutary  counsels,. 

“ Concealment  of  the  news  from  Ballinamuck 
VOL.  11.  X 
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not  long  practicable.  People  who  had  escaped  fi  oin 
the  slaughter  came  in  hourly  to  offer  their  services  to 
the  commandant,  though  several  of  them  carried  in 
their  persons  evident  marks  how  little  they  had  gained 
by  their  zeal  for  the  cause.  The  intelligence  did  not 
‘seem  by  any  means  to  produce  on  the  minds  of  the  re- 
bels the  effect  that  might  naturdly  have  been  expect- 
ed, their  gradual  dispersion  and  return  to  their  own 
homes.  On  the  contrary,  the  resort  to  the  camp  in 
the  bishop’s  meadows  grew  greater  every  day  ; the 
talk  of  vengeance  on  the  protestants  was  louder  and 
more  frequent  ; the  rebels  were  drilled  regularly,,  am- 
munition was  demanded,  and  every  prepara^tion  made 
for  an  obstinate  defence  against  the  arms  of  their  sove- 
reign. Careless  of  the  future,  or  trusting  to  the  de-. 
lay  which  must  be  occasioned  by  the  distance  of  the 
king’s  army,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  living 
merrily,  as  long  as  they  might,  upon  the  property 
that  lay  at  their  mercy  ; and  they  did  use  their  power 
of  doing  mischief  most  terribly.  Spoil  was  not  the 
sole,,  or  even  the  principal,  object  of  their  leaders; 
for  they  destroyed  in  every  decent  habitation  much 
more  than  they  carried  away.  Depression  of  the  in- 
dustrious and  better  sort,  the  universal  levelling  of 
conditions,  in  order  to  bring  on  the  glorious  reign  of 
equallity,  such  appeared  to  be  the  wish  of  those  who 
aspired  at  all  to  the  praise,  of  thinking,  and  called 
themselves  republicans  : the  mob  had  no  prompters, 
but  lust  of  pillage  and  superstition.  For,  that  enmity 
to  the  protestant  religion  entered  into  the  motives  of 
the  deYastatioii  in  Connaught,  cannot  with  any  shew 
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of  reason  be  denied,  since  It  is  notorious  that,  except 
during  the  indiscriminate  plunder  which  took  ydace  at 
the  capture  of  Castlebar,  very  few  instances  occurred, 
throughout  the  province,  of  the  house  or  property  of  a 
llomau  catholic  being  injured  by  the  rebels. 

“ Very  different  from  those  of  the  natives  were  the 
feelings  of  the  French  officers  at  Killalla,  after  they 
were  assured  of  the  miscarriage  of  their  enterprise. 
Conceiving  their  task  of  anuoying  Britain  to  be  for 
the  present  concluded,  and  expecting  shortly  to  join 
their  brother  officers  in  Dublin,  they  looked  to  nothing 
but  to  the  preserving  of  peace  and  quiet  round  about 
them,  till  a regular  English  force  should  approach,, 
to  which  they  might,  without  discredit,  render  them- 
selves prisoners.  They  did  not,  indeed,  profess  so 
much  to  the  rebels.  On  the  contrary,  they  appeared 
always  ready  to  train  the  men  to  arms,  and  to  head 
them  in  any  enterprise  they  proposed  against  the  com- 
mon enemy.  But  at  the  same  time  the  commandant 
frequently  warned  them,  that  he  would  have  no  hand 
in  incursions  for  pillage  : ‘ he  was  Chef  de  Bri^ade,^ 
he  said,  ‘ but  not  Chef  de  Brigands  ;*  and  if  ever  he 
caught  them  preparing  to  spoil  and  murder  protes* 
tants,  he  and  his  officers  should  side  with  the  protes- 
tants  against  them  to  the  very  last  extremity..  He 
took  extraordinary  care  also  to  he  provided  agdinst 
the  worst.  Twelve  good  carabines,  properly  loaded, 
stood  always  ready  in  the  bed-chamber  where  the  three' 
officers  slept.  Arms  were  distributed  to  seven  or  eight 
trusty  persons  of  the  bishop’s  family.  A guard  o£ 
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eighteen  (whom,  as  I said,  it  was  necesary  to  keep  an 
eye  upon)  watched  in  and  round  the  house*-  The 
Frenchmen  themselves  were  extremely  alert,  allowing 
themselves  very  little  sleep,  and  scarcely  any  in  the 
night,  for  ten  days  together.  The  steady  undisturb- 
ed countenance  of  Charost  added  weight  to  his  prepa- 
ra tionsr 

‘‘  The  18th  of  Sept,  was  a day  of  continual  alarm’,. 
Reports  from  the  rebel  camp  just  beside  us  grew 
stronger  than  ever,  that  a mutiny  was  breaking  out. 
About  three  o’clock,  as  the  bishop  and  commandant 
were  walking  in  the  garden,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
rebels  came  in  a great  hurry  to  assure  them,  it  was- 
the  determined  purpose  of  the  camp  immediately  to 
imprison,  in  the  cathedral,  eveiy  protcstant  as  a pledge 
for  their  own  security,  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  the 
king’s  array.  The  man  was  dismissed  with  thanks 
for  the  warning,  and  desire  to  tell  his  countrymen, 

‘ that  we  were  ready  for  them.’  A good  dinner  soon' 
after  stopt  their  mouths,  as  it  used  to  do:  for  we  re- 
marked, that  the  rebels  in  camp  were  always  most  in- 
clined to  cabal,  and  do  mischief,  while  their  dinner  was' 
preparing  : when  they  had  been  regaled  with  beef  and' 
mutton,  and  a- moderate  share  of  whiskey,  they  be- 
came good-humoured  and  tractable.. 

“ On  the  19tb,  at  noon,  they  were  hungry  and’quar-' 
relsome  again.  The  commandantj  with  a guard  of 
thirty  men,  marched  about  the  town,  proclaiming 
Ins  orders  to- the  men  to  go.’totheir  bomes^  immediately 
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after  t-hey  had  received  their  allowance  of  beef.  While 
he  was  thus  engaged,  a crowd  gathered  about  the 
gate.  The  armed  began  to  mutter  as  well  as  the  un- 
armed. At  last  the  bi-shop  stept  out  to  them,  and 
asked  what  they  wanted. 

“ They  had  heard,  that  many  of  their  kinsmen  and 
friends  were  in  close  confinement  at  Castlebar;  and  if 
they  thought  that  was  really  the  case,  they  could  not 
be  blamed  for  wishing  to  retaliate  on  the  protestants 
here. 


^ Are  you  sure  of  the  fact? — No. 

“ Why  then,  said  the  bishop,  would  it  not  be  just 
and  prudent  to  send  messengers  to  Castlebar,  whom 
you  could  trust,  for  a true  report,  before  you  j)ioceed 
further  ? 

“ Right;  but  who  will  go  on  such  an  errand  ? 

“ Take  one  of  your  ov/n  people,  replied  the  bishop, 
with  one  of  ours,  to  go  immediately  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Castlebar.  Let  them  carry  a flag  of 
truce,  and  a letter  from  me  to  general  Trench,  or 
other  officer  commanding  there,  setting  forth  our  situ- 
ation, and  our  liope  that  nothing  would  be  done  to 
the  prisoners  at  Castlebar  which  may  provoke  reprisals 
on  the  protestants  at  Killalla.  Disperse  now,  and 
you  shall  have  a full  and  fair  statement  of  things  by 
VoL.  IT.  Y 
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to-moirow.  Let  the  persons  to  oro  with  the  flag  be 
dean  Thompson  and  Mr  Roger  Macguire. 

“ With  the  populace  half  the  work  of  persuasion  is 
frequently  over,  when  you  can  get  them  to  listen. 
The  bishop  made  the  family  one  day  merry  by  relating 
what  he  had  just  overheard.  Two  country  fellow's 
were  disputing  and  pulling  each  other  by  the  throat  in 
the  court-yard,  when  one  cried  to  the  other,  ‘ Come 
aw'ay  to  the  bi>hop,  he  will  settle  it  for  us — he  makes ^ 
us  hear  one  another' 

“ The  promised  letter  was  presently  written,  and 
received  with  applause  by  the  mutineers.  The  choice 
of  ambassadors  was  likewise  ratified  by  general  con- 
sent; for  young  Macgiiire  wa^  an  active  partizan  of 
the  rebels,  and  dean  Thompson’s  character  }ngh 
in  the  estimation  of  all  descriptions  of  people,  and 
his  influence  at  Castlebar,  where  he  had  l)een  curate 
for  nineteen  3’ears,  was  known  to  be  equal  to  his 
merit.  It  was  agreed,  that  the  messengers  should  set 
out  for  Castlebar  at  four  the  next  morning,  and  till 
they  returned,  nothing  should  be  attempted. 

“ It  was  a great  exertion  for  dean  Thompson  to  un- 
dertake this  perilous  errand,  and  greater  on  the  part 
of  hi9  wife  to  consent  to  it.  The  mountain  road  was 
to  be  taken  to  Castlebar,  as  the  shoitest;  but  it  w'as 
a wild  country,  swarming  w'ith  robbers;  neither  was 
it  at  all  certain,  that  tlie  protestant  messenger  would 
not  be  arrested  on  the  way  by  the  friends  of  Macguire, 
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t\Tio  might  have  consented  to  the  embassy  only  to  get 
such  a person  as  the  dean  into  their  hands.  If  he  was 
justly  uneasy,  his  lady  was  still  more  to  be  pitied,  en- 
cumbered us  she  was  with  the  charge  of  four  young 
children,  and  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy.  But 
this  worthy  couple,  seeing  no  measure  so  likely  as  the 
proposed  one  to  rescue  themselves  and  their  friends, 
acquiesced  in  it  without  a murmur,  and  committed 
the  issue  to  Providence. 

Mysterious  are  the  ways  of  Divine’Providence  I 
unfathomable  the  depth  of  that  wisdom,  which  often 
concedes  a boon,  only  to  try  us  afterwards  by  with- 
drawing it!  Little  didst  thou  foresee,  amiable  and 
unhappy  woman,  that  the  husband,  whose  escape 
from  that  peril  transported  thee  with  so  much  joy  and 
gfatitude  to  heaven,  should  in  the  succeeding  year  be 
torn  for  ever  frcm  thee  by  a fever,  contracted  in  the 
course  of  his  ministry  by  attendance  on  a sick  bed. 
Be  comforted,  however.  His  virtues,  though  in  the 
mid  season  of  life,  bad  rendered  him  full  ripe  for  the 
great  harvest.  Thou  hast  it  in  thy  power  to  earn  a 
splendid  recompence  hereafter  by  patience,  by  atten- 
tion to  thy  fatherless  offspring  ! 

“ The  night  of  the  nineteenth  was  past  by  almost 
the  entire  famdy  at  the  castle  without  sleep.  At  mid- 
night, as  they  were  going  to  rest,  one  of  the  Mac- 
guires,  from  Crosmalina,  burst  in  upon  them  with 
the  news,  that  his  troop  had  just  been  fired  upon  by 
the  English,  who  might  be  expected  at  Killalla  im- 
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medialel}’.  It  was  not  probable,  that  a regular  force 
would  be  exposed  to  the  chances  of  an  engagement 
with  such  a crew  in  the  night;  but  the  story  had  the 
same  effect  as  if  it  was  true.  The  house  was  up  all 
night,  and  had  the  ))leasure  of  listening  to  the  up- 
roar made  by  the  two  Macguires,  Roger  and  the  new 
coiner,  in  getting  most  lieastly  drunk  in  their  cousin 
0‘Donners  room,  till  the  commandant  at  last  cuffed, 
and  turned  them  both  out  of  doors.  In  the  morning, 
the  false  reporter  from  Crosmalina  slipt  home  again, 
ratlier  ashamed  of  himself;  but  his  brother,  the  am- 
bassador, could  not  be  found  to  go  on  his  errand  till 
it  was  near  noon.  The  dean  and  be  then  set  out  on 
liorseback,  well  armed  with  swords  and  pistols. 

“ A troublesome  consequence  of  the  report  brought 
by  Maeguire  was,  that  it  furnished  a pretence  to  the 
pikemen,  dismissed  the  clay  before  by  the  comman- 
dant, to  return  to  the  town  with  offers  of  serving 
against  the  approaching  enemy.  In  two  hours  the 
camp  was  said  to  number  two  thousand  men.  To  do 
them  justice,  the  peasantry  never  appeared  to  want 
animal  courage,  for  they  flocked  together  to  meet 
danger  whenever  it  was  expected.  Hud  it  pleased 
lieaven  to  be  as  liberal  to  the«n  of  brains.as  of  hands, 
it  is  not  easy  to  say  to  what  length  of  mischief  tlrey 
might  have  proceeded  ; but  they  were  all  along  un- 
provided with  leaders  of  any  ability.  Bellew,  their 
earliest  officer,  was  a drunken  brute,  to  whom  nobody 
])aid  obedience,  even  before  he  was  turned  out  of 
office  by  the  commandant.  Little  better,,  either  foi: 
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talent  or  sobriety,  was  O’ Dowd,  a man  of  some  estate 
in  the  county,  and  almost  ihe  only  gentleman  that 
took  arms  with  the  rebels,  for  which  lie  paid  the  forfeit 
ofhis  life  at  Ballinainuck,  Mr  Richard  Bourke,  of 
Ballina,  before-mentioned,  had  some  military  know- 
ledge, was  a good  drill  sergeant,  [firm  in  combat,  and 
popular  ; so  that  he  might  have  done  the  harm  lie 
wished,  if  the  habitual  stupefaction  of  drink  had  not 
been  an  overmatch  for  his  malice.  O’Donnel  knew 
nothing  of  arms,  nor  was  he  likely  to  learn  the  pro- 
fession quickly,  his  petulance  making  him  unfit  for 
discipline,  insomuch  that  at  one  time  Charost  was 
forced  to  lay  him  under  an  arrest  for  some  hours  for 
quitting  the  neighbourhood,  the  night  before,  with- 
out orders.  Yet  the  vulgar,  who  can  discern  in  others 
what  they  have  not  in  themselves,  followed  this  young 
man  more  readily  than  any  other  who  pretended  to 
lead  them,  because  they  saw  he  had  more  sense,  more 
command  of  himself,  and  more  moderation  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  authority.  Even  the  loyalists  at  Killalla  ac- 
knowledged obligation  to  him  for  the  industry  with 
which  they  saw  him  exert  himself  to  prevent  pillage, 
patroling  the  streets  on  horseback  for  several  nights 
together,  and  withholding,  both  by  threats  and 
persuasion,  those  whom  he  found  bent  upon  mis- 
chief. 

“ There  ■were  times,  when  nothing  could  withhold 
them  but  blows.  On  the  20th,  the  house  of  the  cus- 
toni-ljonse  officer,  Mr  Rutledge,  was  again  attacked 
by  a band  of  ruffians,  after  it  bad  been  three  or  four 
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times  ransacked  before.  The  pretence  was,  that  if 
contained  tobacco,  an  article  of  which  the  country 
people  are  so  fond,  that  they  bear  the  want  of  it  more 
impatiently  than  that  of  food.  To  quell  the  riot,  Pon- 
son  was. called  Iroin  a nap  he  was  taking,  after  being 
up  all  night.  Alone  he  fell  upon  the  whole  crev/,  and 
aiming  a blow  at  the  foremost  pillager,  brought  the 
fellow  to  the  ground,  to  his  inhnite  dismay  ; but  the 
effort  bent  and  broke  the  bayonet.  Yet  tlie  dastardly 
assailants  were  put  to  the  rout  by  this  spirited  exertion, 
and  dispersed. 

“ Friday  morning,  the  2 1st,  brought  another  disorder- 
ly gang  to  molest  the  castle.  These  called  them- 
selves a deputation  from  the  camp.  They  had  heard^ 
that  Mr  Bourke  of  Summerhill  was  fully  purposed  t^ 
employ  a guard  he  had  received  from  the  commandant 
in  harassinsT  the  familes  of  his  poor  neighbours,  while 
the  heads  of  them  were  fighting  for  liberty  [ and  they 
were  come  to  ask  leave  to  take  him  up.  ‘ You  may 
* go,  if  you  please,*  answered  Charost,  ‘ but  I will 
‘ follow  you  with  my  officers,  and  fire  upon  you,  if  I 
‘ catch  you  in  the  act  of  plundering  Summerhill,’  The 
affair  was  compromised  by  O’Oonners  going  over  to 
Summerhill  with  a letter  to  Mr  Bourke  from  the  com- 
mandant, to  warn  him  that  he  should  content  himself 
with  acting  on  the  defensive  only,  as  he  expected  to 
have  his  guard  left  with  him.  Mr  Bourke  needed  no 
such  warning,  for  he  had  never  trusted  the  guard  with- 
in his  doors.  What  provoked  the  commonalty  So  much 
against  this  gentleman  was  the  thought,  that  he  should 
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Lave  it  to  boast  he  had  set  the  whole  body  of  united 
Irish  at  defiance  fora  month  together.  Even  0‘Don- 
nel  did  not  like  to  give  him  such  matter  of  triumph. 

“ After  breakfast  the  same  day,  the  bishop  went  into 
the  town  with  M.  Charost,  to  assist  him  in  ordering  a 
newly-arrived  body  of  pikemen  to  go  home  to  their 
harvest.  It  was  a service  of  danger.  About  one  hun- 
dred surly  looking  fellows  were  to  be  told,  that  the 
commandant  had  got  men 'enough  to  guard  the  place 
(which  was  now  his  only  business  here)  and  did  not 
desire  to  be  troubled  w ith  a pack  of  robbers,  ("h'arost 
begged  his  interjireter  to  signify  this  to  the  people  in 
words  of  command,  such  as  would  leave  no  doubt  or 
dispute  about  his  meaning;  and  Ponson,  to  enforce 
the  order,  pursued  the  rear  of  the  body  with  his  fire- 
lock, with  expressions  of  contempt  and  anger  so  ridi- 
culous, as  to  provoke  the  smiles  of  the  loyalists, 
though  plainly  contrary  to  prudence.  The  pikemen 
muttered  threats  as  tliey  retired,  both  against  the 
protestants  and  their  abettors,  as  they  called  the 
French  ; and  from  that  time  accounts  came  in  hourlj', 
that  they  were  resolved  not  to  disperse,  as  they  were 
ordered  to  do,  but  would  choose  new  leaders,  and 
plunder  the  town  that  very  evening,  in  spite  of  tlie 
French  and  of  O^J^onnel.  Thej*  seemed  to  wait  only 
for  the  return  of  the  ambassadors,  whose  arrival  was 
iudee^l  anxiously  expected  by  all  parties. 

“ At  four  o’clock  the  castle  family  had  a message,  just 
before  dinner,  from  an  eye-witness,  that  the  king’s 
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army  were  advancing  in  great  numbers,  and  by  two 
rnads  from  Castlebar.  They  must  be  at  Ballina,  it 
was  said,  by  this  time.  Dinner  was  laid  on  the  table, 
notwithstanding.  In  the  midst  of  it,  in  rushed  Tho- 
mas Kirkwood,  a young  officer  of  yeoman  cavalry, 
with  news  that  the  attack  on  our  front  gate  was  com- 
mencing by  about  a score  of  armed  men.  Such  a num- 
ber did  not  frighten  us.  ‘ Stay  till  they  get  to  a 
head,*  says  the  commandant.  We  drank  away,  till 
they  bad  increased  to  near  fifty.  Then  the  com- 
mandant took  his  hat,  and  marching  out  with  his  two 
officers  fully  armed,  he  steps  forward  to  the  pikemen, 
orders  them  to  retire  from  the  musqueteers,  divides 
the  latter  into  three  platoons,  and  sets  them  directly 
to  go  through  their  exercise.  Occupied  for  some  time 
with  these  movements,  they  had  not  leisure  to  apply 
themselves  to  woise,  and  thus  were  easily  persuaded 
at  last  to  disperse. 

“ A loud  shout  at  six  in  the  evening  proclaimed  the 
safe  return  of  our  two  ambassadors.  Great  w'as  the 
joy  of  the  whole  town  at  the  sight  of  them,  when  we 
begun  to  despair  of  their  appearance,  at  least  before 
morning.  They  brought  back  a very  polite  letter 
to  the  bishop  from  general  Trench,  assuring  him  that 
his  prisoners  were,  and  should  be,  treated  with  all 
possible  tenderness  and  liumanit}^  Tlie  letter  w'as 
publicly  read  to  the  multitude,  and  left  in  their  hands. 
No  disturbance  ensued  that  night;  but  the  trepida- 
tion was  so  great,  that  the  castle  could  scarcely  con- 
tain the  refugees.  Not  fewer  than  fourscore  persons 
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were  housed  in  it.  Nine  of  lliese,  incduding  Mr  For- 
tesciie,  slept  on  the  floor  of  the  bishop’s  study.  In 
their  own  bed-chamber  the  bishop  and  his  lady  were 
obliged  to  find  room  for  four  little  .children  of  their 
own,  and  a.s  many  more  of  a neighbour,  together  with 
tlieir  terrified  mother.  Fear,  we  know,  is  a passion 
not  much  troubled  with  qualms  of  delicacy. 

VOL.  II.  Z 
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j/UR  niissioii  to  Castlebar  Imd  the  effect  that  was 
foreseen  and  wished.  Dean  Thompson,  though  very 
closely  watched  by  his  fellow-messenger,  as  long'  as 
the  latter  was  able  to  keep  himself  awake,  found 
means  to  have  a private  conference  with  general 
Trench,  in  which  he  painted  to  him  the  desperate 
situation  of  the  loj'alists  at  Killalla  in  so  strong  a light, 
that  the  general  promised  to  march  to  our  relief  two 
(lays  sooner  than  he  had  purposed  to  do,  and  desired 
him  to  tell  the  bishop,  but  witli  a strict  injunction  of 
secrecy,  that  he  might  expect  his  army  by  Sunday 
forei  con.  Arthur  Stock  sent  his  father  a note,  that 
lie  was  very  well  and  happy  at  Castlebar,  and  hoped 
to  be  with  us  shortly.  The  bishop  shook  his  head,  as 
if  lie  dcubUd  much  whether  his  son  should  find  us 
alive. 

In  effect  the  whole  interval  of  time  between  gene- 
ral Tiench’s  promise  and  its  completion,  was  a period 
of  kceiuv.anxiety  than  is  commonly  crow'ded  into  an 
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(^qual  space  in  any  man’s  life.  Clamour,  and  then  a 
silence  more  terrible  than  clamour,  reigned  by  turns 
in  and  about  the  castle.  Our  guards  cast  their  eyes 
upon  us  with  an  uncertainty  truly  alarming;  they 
seemed  to  hesitate  whether  they  should  plunge  the 
Ixiyonet  in  our  breasts,  or  fall  on  their  knees  to  im- 
plore our  protection. 

“ Early  on  Saturday  morning,  the  loyalists  were 
desired  by  the  rebels  to  come  up  with  them  to  the  hill 
on  which  the  Needle-tower  is  built,  in  order  to  be  eye 
witnesses  of  the  havock  a party  of  the  king’s  army  was 
making,  as  it  advanced  towards  us  from  Sligo,  A 
train  of  fire  too  clearly  distinguished  their  line  of 
march,  flaniing  up  from  the  hemses  of  unfortunate 
peasants.  ‘ They  are  only  a few  cabins,*  remarked 
the  bishop ; and  he  had  scarcely  uttered  the  words, 
when  he  felt  the  imprudence  of  them.  ‘ A poor  man’s 
cabin,’  answered  one  of  the  rebels,  ‘ is  to  him  as  valu- 
able as  a palace.’  Presently  after  comes  a priest  from 
Easky-bridge  in  that  country,  named  Macdonald, 
with  intelligence  apparently  calculated  to  quiet  their 
minds:  ‘ It  was  only  a few  farm-houses  that  had  been 
burned,  because  they  belonged  to  noted  pillagers.’ 
This  he  said  in  public;  many  believed  at  the  time, 
that  he  told  a different  story  privately  to  those  of  his 
communion.  O’Donnel,  the  busiest  of  all  men  this 
day,  made  an  oli’er  of  his  service  : he  would  go  at  the 
head  of  a party,  and  bring  back  information  to  be  re- 
lied on.  The  people  were  silent.  They  did  not  know 
whom  to  trust.  The  captain  might  be  as  bad  as  the 
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priest.  All  were  looking  to  self-preservation,  except 
the  dregs  of  the  commonality  that  longed  lor  pillage. 

“ At  three  o’clock,  the  report  of  cannon  and  small 
arms  tov/ards  Ballina  could  plainly  be  heard  in  the 
town  ; the  very  flash  of  the  artillery  was  discerned 
from  the  Steeple-hill.  The  commandant  was  on  horse- 
back among  the  pike-men,  whose  captains  he  found 
busy  in  framing  resolutions  for  an  obstinate  defence. 
The  guard  at  the  gate  began  now  to  slip  tiway,  mind- 
ful only  of  their  own  safety,  and  leaving  to  the  mercy 
of  every  invader  the  family  that  had  fed,  and  for  the 
last  seven  days  had  also  paid  them  for  their  attendance, 
at  the  rate  of  two  guineas  a-day.  For  on  a complaint 
from  their  captain,  O’Donnel,  that  his  men  thought 
it  very  hard  to  be  detained  on  military  duty,  at  a time 
when  they  could  each  earn  above  a shilling  a-day  at 
the  harvest,  the  bishop  had  agreed  to  pay  the  ordinary- 
guard  of  the  town,  consisting  of  fifty  men,  ten  pence 
per  man  for  one  week,  leaving  tiie  same  burden  to  be 
sustained  by  the  town’s  people  for  the  week  imme- 
diately following;  and  the  guard,  that  were  now  melt- 
ing from  him,  had  received  llielr  first  week’s  pay. 
Some  of  the  poor  fellows,  however,  continued  on  their 
post  to  the  last.  During  the  whole  of  Saturday  morn- 
ing the  castle  was  more  still  and  quiet  than  at  any 
time  since  the  invasion,  it  had  been  even  at  midniglit^ 

“ The  hour  of  dinner  was  not  equally  tranquil.  As 
the  cloth  was  removing,  O’Donnel  joins  the  company 
to  take  a solemn  leave  of  us,  being  on  the  point,  he 
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saiJ,  of  leafling  liis  men,  at  their  own  desire,  to  Bal- 
Ima.  He  takes  one  glass,  filled  out  for  him  by  Mrs 
Stock,  commends  us  to  heaven,  and  disappears.  In 
five  minutes,  the  parlour  door  flies  open  with  a crash  ; 
tile  bishop’s'  gardener  enrers  exclaiming,  ‘ Captain 
0‘Donnel  is  dead  ! he  has  been  this  moment  killed 
by  one  of  his  own  men.’  At  his  back  followed  Mr 
Marshall,  the  presbyterlan  minister,  who  with  arms 
extended,  and  every  symptom  of  terror,  screeclies  out, 
‘ Captain  0‘Donnel  is  dead  ! I saw  him  this  instant 
pulled  from  his  horse,  and  killed  1’ 

‘ Thank  you,  Mr  Marshall,’  said  the  dean,  looking 
at  his  affrighted  wife,  in  her  then  condition ; ‘ you 
have  done  your  best  to  kill  more  than  one  of  us.* 

“ The  bishop  also  was  hurt  by  this  unguarded  action 
of  Mr  Marshall,  and  with  some  sharpness  expressed  a 
wish  ‘ that  he  could  defend  his  family  from  the  intru- 
sion of  ill  news,  at  least  at  meal  times.’  The  poor 
man  looked  so  mortifled  at  the  reproof,  that  the  blow 
recoiled  instantly  on  him  that  gave  it.  Mr  iM.  with- 
drew— but  the  bishop  sought  him  out  soon  after,  and 
asked  and  obtained  his  pardon. 

“ All  rose  to  inquire  about  0‘Donnel.  He  was 
found  in  the  yard  with  only  a slight  wound  in  the  back 
of  his  hand.  A drunken  fellow  had  resisted  his  orders, 
when  he  desired  his  men  to  march,  and  being  struck 
with  a pistol,  fell,  and  pulled  the  captain  ofl‘  his 
horse  upon  his  back  on  the  ground*  0‘Donnei  was 
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mi  his  feet  in  a moment,  and  with  the  butt  end  of  his 
pistol  laid  open  the  skull  of  the  ofl'ender,  whom  he 
left  in  the  guard-room.  He  himself  was  soon  in  a con- 
dition to  resume  his  march,  and  iiway  he  went  with 
about  three  hundred  followers,  taking  the  road  to 
Crosmalina.  Ponson,  who  was  sent  out  to  reconnoitre, 
now  came  back  with  news,  that  the  English  were  with- 
in four  miles  of  Killalla  ; and  with  this  the  inconside- 
rate creature  betook  himself  to  his  customary  employ- 
ment of  singing  and  whistling. 

“ The  night  was  uncommonly  wet,  which  contri- 
buted to  our  quiet.  Favourable  in  this  respect,  the 
season  was  much  against  us  in  another;  for  it  retarded 
the  march  of  our  deliverers  to  that  degree,  that  gene- 
ral Trench  was  not  able  to  keep  his  promise  of  being 
with  us  in  the  forenoon  of  next  day,  having  found  it 
necessary  to  encamp  for  the  night  at  Crosmalina. 
Here  an  alarm,  and  some  confusion  among  the  king’s 
troops,  was  occasioned  by  their  picquet  of  sixteen 
horse  falling  in  with  young  Maeguire,  who  with  two 
Ijorsemcn  had  advanced  about  a mile  before  0‘Don- 
nel’s  men  from  Killalla,  and  came  up  with  the  pic- 
quet  after  night-fall.  Maeguire  boldly  ch.arged  them, 
fired  his  pistol,  and  followed  them  into  the  very  town, 
assisted  by  the  darkness,  till  on  liearing  the  drums 
beat  to  arms,  be  tiiought  it  prudent  to  retire.  H’rs 
cousin  0‘Donnel  had  committed  the  charge  of  his 
party  to  tins  youth,  being  himself  unable  to  proceed 
on  the  march  farther  than  Rappagh,  the  seat  of  Mr 
Knox,  where  a sickness  at  stomach  overtook  him. 
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which  forced  him  to  accept  a bed  from  young  Mr 
Knox,  after  he  had  procured  from  that  gentleman  a 
drink  for  his  three  hundred  men.  On  the  strength  of 
this  liquor  the  rebels  bore  the  fatigue  of  a rainy  march 
very  well,  till  Macguire,  their  vaunt  courier,  brought 
them  word  that  the  royal  army  was  beating  to  arms  at 
Crosmalina.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  they  began  to 
recollect,  that  they  had  too  little  ammunition  to  stand 
a regular  engagement.  So  they  took  counsel  from 
their  leader  (or  their  fears)  and  listening  with  pleasure 
to  the  salutary  word  ‘ Retreat,’  tlicy  broke,  and  mad-e 
the  best  of  their  way,  most  of  them,  to  their  own 
homes  ; about  thirty  of  the  stoutest  were  collected  in 
the  morning  by  0‘DonneL  who  led  them  back  to 
Killalla. 

“ On  this  night,  as  well  as  for  the  nine  that  preceded 
it,  the  gentlemen  that  slept  in  the  library  took  their 
turns  at  watching  till  morning  for  the  common  safety, 
and  visiting  the  guards  posted  through  the  house.  All 
were  harrassed  by  a duty  so  fatiguing,  but  the  French 
officers  most,  who  for  several  nights  together  did  not 
enjoy  an  hour’s  repose.  The  fiimily  spoke  in  whispers 
one  to  another,  some  desponding,  some  blaming  the 
tardiness  of  government  in  sending  us  relief,  some  in- 
quiring anxiously  for  news,  and  some  endeavouring  to 
steal  into  privacy,  where  they  might  unload  their 
hearts  with  freedom  before  the  Throne  of  Mercy. 


“ The  tw'enty-third  of  September,  Sunday,  and 
the  day  of  the  equinox,  opened  on  us  with  the  same 
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heavy  fall  of  rain  which  had  continued  througljout  the 
night;  but  the  sky  cleared  Before  noon.  At  break- 
fast our  company  was  enlarged  V)y  the  addition  of  two 
fugitive  officers  from  Ballina,  Messrs  True  and 
0‘Keon.— * The  English  were  come  to  Ballina.  What 
mail  could  do,  the  heroic  True  had  atchievecl.  An 
English  officer  had  summoned  him  to  render  himself 
prisoner,  and  advanced  to*  lay  hold  of  him  ; but  be 
shook  him  off,  an<i  in  the  s.truggl8  pulled  away  the 
officer’s  epaulette,’  which  lie  ]>roduced  in  triumph, < 

‘ got  on  homeback,  and'  with  0‘Jveon,  w’hom  lie  over- 
took on  the  road,  was  come  to  fight  it  out  to  the  last 
at  Killalla.*'  This  vapourriig  tale  was  soon  discovered' 
to  be  a downright  lie..  True,  in  the  confusion  when 
Ballina  was  entered  by  the  king’s  troops,  had  esca])ed 
on  the  first  horse  he  could  catcli,  bringing  with  him 
an  old  volunteer  epaulette,  tlie-  property  of  colonel 
King,  and  stolen  by  True  out  of  tlie  colonel’s  w'ard- 
robe.  The  a]jpearance  of  this  man  corresponded  with 
the  character  we  had  heard  of  him — a front  of  brass, 
an  incessant  fraudful  smile,  manners  altogether  vulgar, 
and  in  his  dress  and  person,  a neglect  of  cleanliness, 
even  beyond  the  affected  negligence  ef-republicans. 
Our  poor  commandant  seemed  to  like  him  no  better 
than  we  did  ourselves,  though  he  was-  forced  to  wel- 
come him  at  our  breakfast  with  a kiss  on  each  cheek, - 
the  modern  fraternal  embrace — a sight  that  would 
have  provoked  our  smiles,  had  we  been  in  a humour' 
to  be  amused.  But  every  thought  was  now  absorbed’ 
by  the  expectation  of  the  approaching  scene  : even  the 


UEBELLION  IN  IRELAND 


225 


sacred  duties  of  the  day  were  for  tlie  first  time  sus- 
peuded. 

“ Before  he  took  horse  for  the  engagement,  0‘Don- 
nel  claimed  the  privilege  of  a messmate  to  ask  counsel 
of  Mr  Fortescue  and  the  bishop  what  he  should  do. 

‘ 1 think  1 might  expect  pardon,’  said  he,  ‘ from  the 
share  I have  had  in  preserving  the  peace  of  this  dis- 
trict. But  the  people  would  never  forgive  me  if  I did 
not  stand  by  them  now;  and  their  revenge  would  fol- 
low me  into  Erris,  should  I attempt  to  retreat  home. 
1 am  not  afraid  to  die;  but  if  I could  save  my  life  with 
lionour,  I would.’  No  counsel,  it  was  evident,  could 
be  given  him,  but  that  he  should  light  till  he  saw  the 
Ijattle  turn  (which,  his  advisers  told  him,  would  not  be 
a long  time)  and  then  endeavour  to  escape  to  his  owui 
country.  The  young  man  followed  this  advice,  as  far 
us  he  was  able.  Rushed  into  the  town  with  the  fugi- 
tives, he  galloped  about  the  streets  to  bring  up  a rein- 
forcement, when  a spirited  mare  was  shot  under  him. 
He  then  escaped  on  foot  to  the  fields  on  the  other  side 
from  the  scene  of  action,  w here  incumbeced  as  he  was 
with  boots  and  a long  French  surtout  coat,  he  was 
soon  overtaken,  and  pierced  with  a ball  through  the 
back.  The  Highlander  that  killed  him  re[)orted  his 
last  words  to  be,  ‘ I am  Ferdy  0‘l)onnel  : go  tell  the 
bishop  I am  shot.*  The  bishop  was  sorry  for  his  death. 
Harrassed  as  he  luul  been  by  his  forward  and  pert  be- 
haviour,  during  the  long  space  of  time  0‘Uonnel  had 
passed  under  his  roof,  an  uninvited  guest,  he  could 
iiot  forget  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  town  by^ 
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frequently  bazarrling  his  person  to  restrain  plunderei*s. 
The  body,  which  after  being  stript  had  been  thrown 
into  a potatoe  ridge,  was  by  the  bishop’s  order  remov- 
ed three  days  after,  and  interred  in  the  church-yard. 

“ The  peaceful  inhabitants  of  Killalla  were  now  to^ 
be  spectators  of  a scene  they  had  never  expected  to^ 
behold— a battle ! a sight  which  no  person  that  has 
seen  it  once,  and  possesses  the  feelings  of  a human 
creature,  would  choose  to  witness  a second  time.  A 
troop  of  fugitives  from  Ballina,  women  aiid  children 
tumbling  over  one  another  to  get  into  the  castle,  or 
into  any  house  iu  the  town  where  they  might  hope  for 
a momentary  shelter,  continued  for  a painful  length  of 
time  to  give  notice  of  tlie  approach  of  an  army. 

“ The  rebels  quitted  their  camp  to  occupy  the  rising 
ground  close  by  the  town,  on  the  road  to  Ballina,.. 
posting  themselves  under  the  low  stone  walls  on  each 
side,  in  such  a manner  as  enabled  them  with  great 
advantage  to  take  aim  at  the  king’s  troops.  They  had 
a strong  guard  also  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  to- 
wards Foxford,  having  prolmbly  received  inteHigencer 
which  was  true,  that  general  Trench  bad  divided  his 
forces  at  Crosmalina,  and  sent  one  part  of  them  by  a 
detour  of  three  miles  to  intercept  the  fugitives  that 
might  take  that  course  in  their  flight.  This  last  de- 
tachment consisted  chiefly  of  the  Kerry  militia,  under 
the  orders  of  lieutenant-colonel  Crosble  and  Maurice 
Fitzgerald,  the  knight  of  Kerry  ; their  colonel,  the- 
earl  of  Glandore,.  attending  the  general,  it  is  a cir- 
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•cnmstance,  which  ou^ht  never  to  be  forgotten  b)-  the 
loyalists  of  Killalla,  that  the  Kerry  militia  were  so 
wrought  upon  by  the  exhortations  of  those  two  spirited 
officers  to  lose  no  time  in  coming  to  the  relief  of  their 
perishing  friends,  that  they  apfM^ared  on  the  south 
side  of  the  town  at  the  same  instant  with  their  fellows 
on  the  opposite  side,  though  they  had  a league  more 
of  road  to  perfoim. 

“ The  two  divisions  of  the  royal  army  were  supposed 
to  make  up  about  twelve  hundred  men,  and  they  had 
five  pieces  of  cannon.  The  number  of  the  rebels  could 
not  be  ascertained.  Many  ran  away  before  the  eh- 
gagemeiit,  while  a very  C'onsiderable  nnmber  flocked 
into  the  town  in  the  very  heat  of  it,  passing  under  the 
castle  windows  in  view  of  the  French  officers  on  horse- 
back, and  running  upon  death,  with  as  little  appear- 
ance of  reflection  or  concern,  as  ifihev  were  hastenins* 
to  a show.  About  four  hundred  of  these  misguided* 
men  fell  in  the  battle,  and  immediately  after  it. 
Whence  it  may  be  conjectured,  that  their  entire  num- 
ber scarcely  exceeded  eight  or  nine  hundred. 

“ The  whole  scene  passed  in  sight  of  the  castle,  and 
so  near  it,  that  the  family  could  distinctly  hear  the 
balls  whistling  by  their  ears.  Mr  Fortescue  very  hu- 
ma^nely  took  upon  him  the  direction  of  the  women  and 
cinldren,  whom  he  placed  as  far  as  he  could  from  the 
windows,  and  made  them  remain  prostrate  on  the  car- 
pets till  the  business  was  quite  over.  Me  himself  could 
not  refrain  from  taking  his  stand  at  a windotv  of  the 
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library  looking-  seaward,  which,  with  the  other  win- 
dows of  that  room,  he  had  barricaded  with  beds, 
leaving  room  to  peep  over  them.  A malicious  rascal 
in  the  sea-grove  observed  his  position,  and  calling  to 
a woman  in  the  road  to  stand  out  of  his  way  till  he 
fihonld  ‘ do  for  that  tall  fellow’,*  he  discharged  the 
contents  of  a carabine  full  at  the  window,  with  such 
effect,  that  twelve  slu«-s  made  as  manv  holes  in  passing 
through  the  glass.  The  bed  saved  the  lives  of  Mr 
Fortescue  and  Henry  Stock,  the  bishop’s  son,  who  was 
standing  behind  ; but  two  of  the  slugs  were  lodged  in 
M rFortescue’s  forehead,  providentially  without  pene- 
trating the  bone,  or  hurting  him  materially,  though 
one  slug  w’as  not  extracted  till  a considerable  time 
afterward,  when  he  reached  Dublin. 

“ The  bishop  saw  the  action  from  behind  the  breast 
of  a chimney,  w here  he  could  only  be  reached  by  an 
oblique  shot.  Curiosity,  and  the  interest  we  all  felt 
in  the  event,  prompted  every  man  in  the  house  to  ex- 
pose his  [lerson  by’  creeping  to  the  windows.  Our 
French  officers  thought  it  their  duty  to  lead  the  rebels, 
as  many  as  they  could  bring  forward  to  the  onset, 
though  they  were  sure  it  was  in  vain,  and  had  avowed 
to  us  tiieir  determination  (o  surrender  to  the  very  supe- 
rior force  that  was  coining  against  them. 

“ AVe  kept  our  e\es  on  the  rebels,  w’ho  seemed  to 
be  posted  with  so  much  advantage  behind  the  stone 
walls  that  lined  the  road.  They  levelled  their  pieces, 
fired  very  deliberately  from  each  side  on  the  advancing 
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enemj’’,  yet  (strange  to  tell!)  were  able  only  to  kill 
one  man,  a corporal,  and  wound  one  common  soldier. 
Their  shot,  in  general,  went  over  the  heads  of  their 
opponents.  A regiment  of  Highlanders  (Fraser’s  fen- 
ci'bles)  filed  off  to  right  and  left,  to  flank  the  fusileers 
behind  the  hedges  and  walls  ; they  had  marshy  ground 
on  the  left  to  surmount  before  they  could  come  upon 
their  object,  which  occasioned  some  delay,  but  at 
length  they  reached  them,  and  made  sad  havoc  among 
them.  Then  followed  the  Queen’s-count}"  militia  and 
the  Downshire,  which  last  regiment  had  a great  share 
in  the  honour  of  the  day. 

“ After  a resistance  of  about  twenty  minutes,  the 
rebels  began  to  fly  in  all  directions,  and  were  pursued 
by  the  Roxburgh  cavalry  into  the  town  in  full  cry. 
This  w’as  not  agreeable  to  military  practice,  according 
to  w'hich  it  is  usual  to  commit  the  assault  of  a town  to 
the  infantrv’’;  but  here  the  general  wisely  reversed  the 
mode,  in  order  to  prevent  the  rebels,  by  a rapid  pur- 
suit, from  taking  sheltt-r  in  the  houses  of  the  towns- 
folk, a circumstance  which  was  likely  to  provoke  in- 
discriminate slaughter  and  pillage.  It  happened  that 
the  measure  was  attended  with  the  desired  success. 
A great  number  w'as  cut  dowm  in  the  streets,  and  of 
the  remainder  but  a few  were  able  to  escape  into  the 
houses,  being  either  pushed  through  the  town  till  they 
fell  in  with  the  Kerry  militia  from  Crosmalina,  or 
obliged  to  take  to  the  shore,  where  it  winds  round  a 
promontory  forming  one  of  the  horns  of  the  bay  of 
VoL.  H.  A a 
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Killalla.  And  here  too  the  fugitives  were  swept  away 
by  scores,  a cannon  being  placed  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  bay,  which  did  great  execution. 

**  Some  of  the  defeated  rebels,  however,  did  force 
their  way  into  houses,  and  by  consequence  brought 
mischief  upon  the  innocent  inhabitants,  without  bene- 
fit to  themselves.  The  first  house,  after  passing  the 
bishop’s,  is  that  of  Mr  William  Kirkwood,  the  magi- 
strate so  often  mentioned.  Its  situation  exposed  it  on 
this  occasion  to  peculiar  danger,  as  it  fronts  the  main 
street,  which  was  raked  entirely  by  a line  of  fire.  A 
flying  rebel  had  burst  through  the  door,  followed  by 
six  or  seven  soldiers;  they  poured  a volley  of  mus- 
quetry  after  him,  that  proved  fatal  to  Mr  Andrew 
Kirkwood,  a most  loyal  and  respectable  citizen,  whiW 
he  was  rejoicing  at  the  victory,  and  in  the  very  act  of 
shouting  out,  ‘ God  save  the  king.’.  Presentiments, 
as  they  are  called,  of  evil  should  be  resisted,  for  they 
often  work  their  own  accomplishment.  This  poor 
man,  though  nobody  wisL’cd  more  ardently  than  he 
did  to  see  the  town  recovered  from  the  rebels,  had 
taken  up  a strong  persuasion  that  he  should  not  out- 
live that  event.  Of  course,  he  grew  more  restless 
every  hour,  in  proportion  as  the  time  of  the  conflict 
drew  nigh.  The  whole  of  the  evening  before,  he  con- 
tinued to  importune  his  wife  with  directions  how  he 
would  have  his  family  concerns  disposed  ; and  when 
the  firing  began,  he  could  not  contain  himsell  in  his 
own  house,  where  he  had  the  best  chance  of  remaining 
safe,  and  where  those  who  staid  received  no  hurt,  but 
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removed  to  the  very  insecure  dwelling  of  his  kinsman: 
here  he  met  his  fate  in  the  manner  related,  by  a ball 
through  the  brain,  A purse  of  guineas,  which,  with 
the  inconsistency  of  a distracted  mind,  he  had  stowed 
into  his  pocket,  though  he  expected  death,  disap- 
peared, while  they  were  moving  his  body  from  the 
passage  into  the  kitchen. 

“ In  spite  of  the  exertions  of  the  general  and  his 
officers,  the  town  exhibited  almost  all  the  marks  of  a 
place  taken  by  storm.  Some  houses  were  perforated 
like  a riddle,  most  of  them  had  their  doors  and  win- 
dows destroyed,  the  trembling  inhabitants  scarcely 
escaping  with  life  by  lying  prostrate  on  the  floor  as  at 
the  castle.  Nor  was  it  till  the  close  of  the  next  day, 
that  our  ears  were  relieved  from  the  horrid  sound  of 
muskets  discharged  every  minute  at  flying  and  power- 
less rebels.  The  plague  of  war  so  often  visits  the 
world,  that  we  are  apt  to  listen  lo  any  description  of 
it  with  the  indifference  of  satiety  ; it  is  actual  inspec- 
tion only,  that  shews  the  monster  in  its  proper  defor- 
mity.- 

“ When  the  army  was  beginning  to  move  from  Cros- 
malina,  they  passed  by  a wounded  man  lying  at  the 
road  side,  bleeding  to  death  by  a dreadful  cut  across 
the  face,  and  to  appearance  expiring.  Not  a few 
stopt  to  look  at  him,  and  remarked  that  it  would  be 
an  act  of  charity  to  put  him  out  of  his  pain  by  dis- 
patching him  ; but  nobody  had  the  heart  to  do  it. 
After  all  had  passed  him,  Arthur  Stock,  the  bishop’s 
Aa  2 
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son,  who  brought  up  the  rear,  looking  back  saw  the 
poor  creature  lift  up  his  hands  in  a despairing  manner, 
as  if  he  complained  of  them  for  not  terminating  his 
misery.  Familiarity  with  scenes  of  this  kind  blunts 
and  overcomes  the  instincts  of  our  nature  ; and  it  is 
necessary  for  the  common  safety,  that  in  some  breasts 
they  should  be  overcome.  But  it  would  be  well  if  the 
thoughtless  multitude,  who  are  so  ready  to  rush  into 
civil  war,  could  have  an  insight  from  lime  to  time 
into  its  sanguinary  effects. 

“ What  heart  can  forget  the  impression  it  has  re- 
ceived from  the  glance  of  a fellow-creature  pleading 
for  his  life,  with  a crowd  of  bayonets  at  his  breast  ? 
The  eye  of  Demosthenes  never  emitted  so  penetrating 
a beam,  in  his  most  enraptured  flight  of  oratory.  Such 
a man  was  dragged  before  the  bishop  on  the  day  after 
the  battle,  while  the  hand  of  slaughter  was  still  in 
pursuit  of  unresisting  peasants  through  the  town.  lu 
the  agonies  of  terror,  the  prisoner  thought  to  save  his 
life  by  crying  out,  ‘ that  he  was  known  to  the  bishop.’ 
Alas ! the  bishop  knew  him  not ; neither  did  he  look 
like  a good  man.  But  the  arms  and  the  whole  body  of 
the  person  to  whom  he  flew  for  protection  were  over 
him  immediately.  INIemory  suggested  rapidly — 

‘ What  a piece  of  workmanship  is  man  ! the  beauty  of  the 
‘ world,  the  paragon  of  animals  ! — ’ ♦ 


* Hamlet. 
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“ ^ And  you  are  going  to  deface  this  adiniralde 
work.*  As  indeed  they  did.  For  though  the  soldiers 
promised  to  let  the  unfortunate  man  remain  in  custody 
till  he  should  have  a trial;  yet  when  they  found  he 
was  not  known,  they  pulled  him  out  of  the  court- 
yard, as  soon  as  the  bishop’s  back^  was  turned,  and 
shot  him  at  the  gate. 

A a 3. 


CHAP.  XX 


soon  as  matters  bad  been  brought  to  the  decision 
of  the-  sword,  the  friends  of  government  had  little 
cause  to  be  apprehensive  for  themselves ; but  their 
fears  were  justly  awake  for  the  condition  in  which  they 
might  possibly  find  those  of  their  own  party  at  Kil- 
lalla,  ‘ Is  the  bishop  alive?  are  his  family  unhurt ?* 
These  were  the  first  questions  that  were  asked  by  every 
officer  as  he  came  up  to  the  castle  gate,  and  with  an 
earnestness  that  warmed  the  hearts  of  those  that  heard 
them.  That  amiable  nobleman,  the  earl  of  Portar- 
lington,  colonel  of  the  Queen’s-county  militia  (who 
has  since  paid,  alas  ! the  forfeit  of  a most  valuable  life 
to  exertions  beyond  his  strength  in  suppressing  the 
rebellion)  when  he  was  told  the  bishop  was  safe,  ex- 
claimed with  clasped  hands,  ‘ God  be  praised  !’  and 
continued  his  pursuit  of  the  rebels,  so  that  the  bishop 
never  had  the  opportunity  of  thanking  his  lordship 
for  his  kindness  to  one  almost  a stranger  to  him.  lu 
the  troop  of  horse  that  swept  the  rebels  before  them 
into  the  town,  was  Arthur  Stock,  armed  only  with  a 
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sabre,  and  in  an  old  red  jacket  quite  too  large  for 
him.  The  humanity  of  general  Trench  had  provided 
this  mode  of  conveying  him  to  us  from  Castlebar,  as 
the  safest  he  could  contrive  for  him.  With  a breath- 
less impatience  the  poor  youth  threw  himself  from  his 
horse  at  the  gate  to  ask  the  question  that  Joseph  puts 
to  his  brethren.  Doth  my  father  yet  live?  It  was  a 
tender  scene ; for  every  body  was  eager  to  press  to  his 
bosom  an  adventurer  of  sixteen  years,  who  had  suii'er- 
ed  so  much  hardship.  He  had  been  in  the  action  at 
Castlebar,  where  the  pike-men  under  O’Keon  were 
put  to  the  rout;  and  he  had  passed  the  last  night 
under  so  heavy  a rain,  that  he  w^as  compelled  after 
some  time  to  take  off  all  his  clotiies,  and  make  his 
bed  of  wet  straw  on  the  floor  of  a cabin.  A slight  dis- 
order was  the  consequence,  which  happily  soon  went 
ofiP. 


“ Charost  expressed  as  much  Joy  at  seeing  Arthur 
safe,  as  if  he  had  himself  been  one  of  the  family.  Yet 
the  poor  commandant  had  no  reason  to  be  pleased  at 
the  treatment  he  had  received  immediately  alter  the 
action.  He  had  returned  to  the  castle  for  his  sabre, 
and  advanced  with  it  to  the  gate,  in  order  to  deliver 
it  up  to  some  English  officer,  when  it  was  seized  and 
forced  from  his  hand  by  a common  soldier  of  Frazer’s* 
He  came  in,  got  another  sword,  which  he  surrendered 
to  an  officer,  and  turned  to  re-enter  the  hall. ' At  this 
moment  a second  Highlander  burst  through  the  gate, 
in  spite  of  the  centinel  placed  there  by  the  general,  and 
fired  at  the  commandant,  with  an  aim  that  was  near 
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proving  fatal  ; for  the  ball  passed  under  his  arm,  pierc- 
ing a very  thick  door  entirely  through,  and  lodging  in 
the  jamb.  Had  we  lost  the  worthy  man  by  such  an  ac- 
cident, his  death  would  have  spoiled  the  whole  relish 
of  our  present  enjoyment.  He  complained,  and  re- 
ceived an  apology  for  the  soldier’s  behaviour  from  his 
officer.  Leave  was  immediately  granted  to  the  French 
officers  to  keep  their  swords,  their  effects,  and  even 
their  bed-chamber  in  the  house.  But  the  bishop  found 
a difficulty  to  obtain  the  same  indulgence  for  O’Keon, 
whose  plea  that  he  was  a naturalized  Frenchman,  was- 
pretty  generally  disregarded,  and  himself  considered 
as  an  Irish  rebel,  to  be  speedily  brought  before  acourt- 
martial.  However,  at  last  they  were  allowed  to  be 
kept  together,- including  their  cannoneer,  and  a little 
French  servant  of  O’Keon’s,,  till  the  following  day.- 

“ General  Trench  was  received  by  the  bishop  and' 
his  family,  in  the  lobby,  with  a welcome,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  which  {here  could  be  very  little  doubt.  He 
expressed,  in  very  polite  terms,  his  satisfaction  at  the 
deliverance  of  this  family  from  so  great  a peril  as  had 
hung  over  us  for  the  last  month  ; adding,  that  he  had 
not  failed  to  use  every  exertion  to  come  to  our  relief,, 
from  the  moment  that  our  embassy  had  fully  apprised 
him  of  our  distressful  situation.  He  then  presented  ta 
the  bishop  his  principal  officers,  with  some  of  whom  he 
was  previously  well  acquainted,  particularly  his  much 
valued  college  intimate,  tlie  earl  of  Glandore.  "Lieu- 
tenant-colonel CrosDie,  major  Fitzgerald  (commonly 
called  the  knight  of  Kerry,)  major  Trench,  brothei;  to- 
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the  general*  his  nephew  and  aide-de-camp,  major 
Taylor ; major  Acheson,  son  to  Lord  Gosford,  co- 
lonel Fraser,  major  M‘Donald,  captain  Harrison,  the 
commissary,  colonel  Jackson,  and  some  officers  of  the 
county  militia,  as  Mr  Orniesby,  Mr  Orme,  and 
others,  paid  their  compliments  of  congratulation,  and 
were  accommodated  by  the  bishop  in  the  best  manner 
he  was  able.  Bed  and  board  was  provided  for  five 
resident  officers,  and  occasionally  every  day  for  some 
others, 

“ The  commandant  and  his  party  were  ordered  away 
on  Tuesday,  to  Castlebar,  with  the  Kerry  regiment. 
Horses  were  found,  not  without  difficult}^,  to  convey 
their  persons  : the  bulk  of  their  effects  was  forwarded 
to  them,  on  their  arrival  in  Dublin,  by  the  bishop. 
We  parted,  not  without  tears,  with  our  friends  and 
protectors.  The  good-natured  reader  will  doubtless 
share  in  the  pleasure,'  with  which  we  record  the  notice 
that  was  taken  every  where  of  our  French  officers,  for 
the  part  they  had  acted  at  KillaPa.  Our  government 
was  pleased  to  forward  them  presently  to  London, 
giving  them  what  money  they  wanted,  for  their  draft 
on  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  Niou  ; so  that,  pass- 
ing but  two  or  three  days  in  Dublin,  they  could  dine 
but  twice  with  the  bishop’s  connections,  my  lord  Pri- 
mate making  them  partake  of  his  hospitality  one  day, 
and  alderman  Kirkpatrick  another.  From  London, 
the  bishop  had  a letter  from  the  committee  for  taking 
care  of  French  prisoners,  desiring  to  be  informed  in 
what  manner  he,  and  his,  had  been  treated  by  the 
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French  officers  ; and,  on  the  bishop’s  report,  an  order 
was  obtained,  that  citizens  Charost,  Boudet,  and 
Ponson,  should  be  set  at  liberty,  and  sent  home 
without  exchange  *.  They  overtook  their  general  at 
Dover  ; who  was  so  sensible  of  the  attention  shewn  to^ 
his  officers,  that  he  w’rote  to  the  bishop  a letter,  of 
which  a translation  appeared  in  the  Dublin  journal,- 
and  since,  in  the  narrative  published  by  Jones.  The 
original  will  be  found  in  our  appendix, 

“ The  week  that  followed  the  battle  was  employed' 
in  courts-martial  in  the  morning,  and  in  most  crowded 
dinners  at  the  castle  in  the  evening,  a whole  bullock 
was  consumed  in  two  days,  a?  the  bishop  had  not  less 
than  forty  people  to  feed,  besides  the  officers,  and 
the  principals  of  his  own  houshold.  General  Trench- 
did  his  best  to  help  out  the  mess,  sharing  his  bread 
and  fuel  with  us,  and  supplying  us  with  beef  when  he- 
could  get  it.  Mr  Denis  Browne,  lord  Altamont’s 
brother,  sent  the  general  at  one  time  a-  whole,  and 
again  half  a buck,  desiring,  in  return,  an  immediate 
remittance  of  three  hundred  men  to  drive  away  the  re- 
bels from  Westport.  Whether  the  party  w ent,  I did 
not  hear  ; the  venison  deserved  it.  Our  greatest  want 
was  wine  and  <rroceries.  A larg-e  order  was  sent  tO' 
Sligo  by  the  commissary  of  stores  and  the  bishop 


* Niou,  the  French  commissary,  refused  on  the  part  of  his 
government,  to  accept  of  this  mark  of  respect  from  our  mi- 
nistry. 
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but  the  sloop  could  not  sail  for  some* time  on  account 
of  the  equinoctial  storms.  The  officers  made  out  their 
entertainment  as  they  could,  with  great  patience  and 
-cheerfulness,  being  very  agreeable  men,  and  the  ge- 
neral extremely  so.  The  French  had  made  the  bishop 
a present  of  seveu  barrels  of  flour  brought  from  their 
own  country,  which  had  been  very  good,  but  was  a 
little  heated  in  the  voyage  : this,  made  into  v/hat  is 
called  slim  cakes  served  tolerably  well  for  bread,  as 
there  was  neither  brewing  for  some  time,  nor  banm 
The  sloop  did  not  arrive  to  our  relief  till  after  the  ge- 
neral w'as  gone. 

“ If  the  peoflle  of  Killalla  were  distessed  to  find  ac- 
.comraodation  for  the  multitude  of  officers  that  now 
poured  in  upon  them,  the}’  experienced  yet  greater  in- 
x:onvenience  from  the  preditory  habits  of  the  soldiery. 
The  regiments  that  came  to  their  assistance,  being  all' 
militia,  seemed  to  think  they  had  a right  to  take  the 
property  they  had  been  the  means  of  preserving,  and 
to  use  it  as  their  own,  whenever  they  stood  in  need  of 
it.  Their  rapacity  differed  in  no  other  respect  from 
that  of  the  rebels,  except  that  they  seized  upon  things 
with  somewhat  less  of  ceremony  or  excuse,  and  that 
his  majesty’s  soldiers  w^ere  incomparably  superior  to 
the  Irish  traitors  in  dexterity  at  stealing.  In  conse- 
quence, the  town  very  soon  grew  weary  of  their  guests, 
and  were  glad  to  see  them  marched  off  to  other  quar- 
ters. It  is  but  justice  to  the  regiment  that  has  re- 
mained at  Killalla  ever  since,  the  prince  of  Wale’s  fen-» 
cibles,  to  acknowledge,  that  they  have  always  behav- 
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ed  themselves  with  the  {greatest  propriety,  under  the 
orders  of  those  two  excellent  officers,  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Macartney  and  major  Winstanley.  Let  it  be 
remembered  also,  to  the  honour  of  our  excellent  chief 
governor,  that  as  soon  as  the  country  was  reduced  to 
quiet,  marquis  Cornwallis  sent  two  commissioners  to 
Killalla  and  its  vicinity,  for  the  express  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  damages  done  by  the  king’s  troops,  and 
that,  in  March  following,  all  authenticated  claims  on 
that  account  were  discharged  in  full  by  an  order  on  the 
national  bank. 

“ Tlie  court-marshal  began  the  day  after  the  battle, 
and  sat  in  the  house  of  IMr  Morrison.  Their  proceed- 
ings at  first  appeared  extremely  slow,  considering  the 
multitudes  they  had  to  try,  not  less  than  seventy-five 
prisoners  at  Killalla,  and  a hundred  and  ten  at  Ballina, 
besides  those  who  might  be  brought  in  daily.  The 
two  first  persons  tried  at  this  tribunal  were  general 
Bel  lew  and  Mr  Richard  Bourke,  who  have  been 
already  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  the  reader. 
The  latter  after  exerting  his  best  endeavours  to  pro- 
long the  contest  with  the  king’s  troops,  had  imitated 
the  craft  sometimes  observable  in  the  fox  ; he  had  slipt 
in  with  the  crowd  of  loyalists,  and  was  found,  with 
every  ap))earance  of  a peaceable  subject,  sitting  in  the 
bishop’s  lobby,  and  chatting  familiarly  with  different 
people  as  they  entered,  till  he  was  recognized  and 
taken  into  custody  by  Mr  Ormsby,  The  trial  of  these 
two  criminals  was  short.  They  w'ere  found  guilty  on 
Idonday  evening,  and  hanged  the  next  morning  in 
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the  park  behind  the  castle.  Conteraptihle  for  drunk- 
enness and  vulgar  manners,  they  fell  without  exciting 
a sentiment  of  compassion, 

**  Roger  Macguire,  our  late  ambassador  to  Castle- 
bar, occasioned  considerable  delay.  It  was  urged  in 
his  favour,  particularly  by  dean  Thompsom,  that  in 
their  late  journey  he  had  often  heard  him  speak  to  the 
people  in  favour  of  pacific  measures,  and  of  lenity  to 
the  protestants.  On  the  other  hand,  general  Trench 
and  his  officers  could  not  readily  forget  the  insolent 
behaviour  of  this  young  fellow  at  Castlebar,  under 
which  assumed  carriage  he  strove  to  conceal  his  appre- 
hension of  danger,  w'hen  he  was  so  grievously  (and 
indeed  so  inconsiderately)  threatened  by  Mr  Denis 
Browne  arid  others,  on  his  entering  the  town,  as  we 
have  already  observed.  After  a long  imprisonment  at 
Killalla,  Macguire  was  transmitted  to  Castlebar, 
where  at  last  he  received  sentence  to  be  transported  to 
Botany-bay,  His  father,  the  brewer,  was  hanged: 
bis  brothers,  more  active  in  treason  and  mischief  than 
himself,  have  not  yet  been  taken. 

“ Broken  weather  increased  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
a force  together  in  such  a place  as  Killalla,  their 
tents  affording  a poor  shelter  against  the  rain  and 
storms  of  this  season  of  the  year.  General  Trench 
therefore  made  haste  to  clear  the  wild  districts  of  the 
Laggan  and  Erris  by  pushing  detachments  into  each, 
who  were  able  to  do  little  more  than  to  burn  a num- 
ber of  cabins;  for  the  people  had  too  many  hiding 
VoL.  II.  Bb 
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places  to  be  easily  overtal<en.  Enonprh  however  was 
effected  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  sufferers  a 
conviction,  that  joinins^  with  the  enemies  of  their 
country  against  their  lawful  sovereign  was  not  a mat- 
ter of  so  little  moment  as  they  had  ignorantly  imagin- 
ed ; and  probably  the  memory  of  what  they  now  en- 
dured will  not  be  effaced  for  years.  There  are  those, 
however,  who  think  differently  ; who  say  these  moun- 
taineers will  be  always  ripe  for  insurrection,  and  who 
urge  in  proof  the  mischief  they  have  d-one  very  lately 
by  robbery  and  houghing  of  cattle.  Yet  surely  our 
common  nature  will  incline  us  to  make  some  conces- 
sion to  the  feelings  of  men  driven,  though  by  their 
own  fault,  from  their  farms  and  from  their  dwellings, 
wretched  dwellings  to  be  sure,  but  to  them — (that 
poor  fellow’s  lesson  to  the  bishop*  is  worth  remera- 
bring  1)  certainly  as  valuable  as  to  the  grandee  his 
palace.  Let  a man  look  round  from  the  summit  of  one 
of  those  mountains  that  guard  our  islands  against  the 
incursions  of  the  Atlantic,  anrl  say  what  he  should 
think  of  passing  a winter  among  them  w'ithout  the 
covering  of  a hut, 

“ The  disposal  of  the  powder  left  at  the  castle  by 
the^French,  was  one  of  the  first  things  that  occupied 
the  attention  of  general  Trench  ; especially  after  the 
accident,  mentioned  above,  had  made  every  body  sen- 
sible of  the  necessity  of  speedily  remo^ng  ft.  He 
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t7vote  that  very  day  to  government,  and  desired  to 
have  the  lord  lieutenant’s  commands  respecting  it 
yet  the  carriages  did  not  arrive  for  transporting  it  to 
Athlone  till  the  fifth  of  October,  probably,  from  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  means  of  conveyance  at  that 
season.  The  bishop  was  heartily  glad  to  be  rid  of  this 
deposit,  if  that  might  be  so  named, ^ which  was  placed 
in  his  hands  against  his  will  and  consent.  The  French, 
as  the  reader  will  see  by  the  annexed  affidavit  of  cap- 
tain Bull,  took  it  into  their  heads  to  be  angry  with  the 
bishop  for  betraying  their  powder  to  the  king’s  officer ; 
as  if  he  owed  than  allegiance,  or  w'as  responsible  to 
them  for  a trust  he  had  not  undertaken,  and  which  he 
would  have  rejected  with  abhorrence.  All  the  share 
Ue  bad  in  saving  this  powder  for  his  majesty’s  use, 
consisted  in  suggesting  to  the  French  commandant  the 
real  and  absolute  impossibility  of  throwing  it  into  the 
sea,  in  the  presence  of  people  who  waited  eagerly  and 
cout-inuaily  to  seize  it  for  their  own  destructive  pur- 
poses. The  powder,  though  coarse,  was  said  to  be 
good  enough  for  use  : the  whole,  at  one  shilling  the 
pound,  must  have  been  worth  upwards  of  thirteen 
hundred  pounds  sterling, 

“ On  the  29th,  an  address  was  presented  to  general 
Trench  1‘rom  the  barony  of  Tyrawlcy,  thanking  him 
and  his  army  for  the  good  service  of  Sunday  last,  to 
which  a polite  answer  was  presently  returned  by  the 
general.  They  have  appeared  in  the  public  prints. 

“ The  opportunity  of  an  escort  to  Castlebar,  carried 
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away  from  us  this  day  our  worthy  fiiends,  the  Thomp- 
sons, with  their  three  boys  and  a girl ; a family  whose 
real  value  we  should  hardly  have  known  but  for  our 
captivity,  Mr  Fortescue  embraced  the  same  opppor- 
tunity.  And  the  succeeding  day,  by  the  departure 
of  general  Trench  with  the  Kerry  officers  to  Castlebar, 
the  town  of  Killalla  was  left  to  the  defence  of  the 
prince  of  M’^ales’s  fencibles.  The  detachment  that  had 
been  sent  into  Erris  on  the  thirtieth  of  September, 
returned  the  seventh  of  the  following  month,  after 
suffering  and  inflicting  a good  deal  of  misery. 

“ As  the  storm  of  war  seemed  now  to  have  spent  its 
force,  the  bishop  began  to  try  what  he  could  do  in 
order  to  render  his  situation  at  Killalla  easy  at  least, 
if  he  could  not  restore  the  comfortable  posture  in 
which  the  invasion  found  him.  His  greatest  inconve- 
nience was,  that  it  was  out  of  his  power,  as  matters 
stood,  to  return  to  the  exclusive  use  of  bis  owm  house. 
The  guard,  which  was  relieved  every  day,  being  sta- 
tioned in  one  of  the  offices  at  the  castle,  it  became  a 
duty  of  common  politeness  to  offer  a bed  to  the  officer 
that  commanded  the  guard.  The  same  compliment 
could  hardly  be  refused  to  another  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment, who  coming  later  than  the  rest  to  Killalla, 
could  not  possibly  find  a lodging  in  the  town.  And 
these  two  officers  naturally  grew  to  be  messmates  irj 
the  family,  the  bishop  wishing  by  every  means  in  his 
power  to  shew  his  sense  of  the  protection  afforded  to 
the  town  by  his  majesty’s  army.  But  the  labour  and 
weariness  of  living  thus  in  a manner  in  public,  and  fcr 
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a constancy,  may  be  easily  conceiverl,  at  least  it  need 
not  be  described  to  any  man  that  is  fond  of  retirement 
and  study.  The  messing’  ind(<Sfd  was  laid  aside,  from 
the  moment  the  gentlemen  were  aware  of  the  bishop’s 
inability  to  bear  the  annoyance  of  continual  puijlic 
dinners;  but  the  bedchambers  could  not  be  refused  ; 
a circumstance  which  precluded  the  exercise  of  hospi- 
tality towards  the  bishop’s  friends  or  his  clergy,  liis 
own  family  being  so  numerous.  Neither  was  it  by  any 
means  clear  to  the  peo[>le  of  Killalla,  if  they  set  them- 
selves to  repair  the  damages  they  had  sustained  by  the 
war,  that  they  would  be  able  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  labour.  The  winter  w’as  coming  on;  a multi- 
tude of  rebels  were  scattered  through  the  mountains, 
likely  to  be  rendered  desperate  by  want ; and  perhaps 
too  the  French  might  find  means  to  etfect  another  and 
a more  powerful  invasion  in  the  same  place  where  they 
had  landed  before. 

“ These  reasons  were  often  urged  to  the  bishop  by 
bis  friends  in  the  capital,  to  induce  him  to  remove 
with  his  family  thither  without  delay;  but  be  had 
fixed  his  resolution  to  remain  where  he  was  for  that 
winter.  After  the  losses  he  had  sustained,  his  circum- 
stances stood  in  the  way  of  an  expensive  journey  to' 
Dublin;  and  if  that  had  not  been  the  case,  he  found 
by  many  trials,  that  his  presence  was  likely  to  be  use- 
ful to  bis  country  neighbours,  either  in  assisting  to 
obtain  compensation  for  them,  or  clearing  them  from 
ill-founded  charges  of  disafi'ection.  From  the  rebels- 
in  the  mountains  he  apprehended  no  danger,  as  long 
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as  the  military  were  left  to  protect  the  town ; and  as- 
to  another  attempt  from  the  French  in  the  very  same 
quarter,  and  on  the  vwge  of  winter,  it  was  an  event 
too  far  removed  from  probability  to  be  a reasonable 
ground  for  retreating.. 

“ But  experience  quickly  proved,  that  what  is  not 
probable  may  nevertheless  be  very  true.  On  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  27th  of  October,  1798»  three  of  the  same 
frigates  which  had  brought  over  Humbert’s  army  in> 
August,  in  company  with  a fourth,  carrying  all  to-- 
gether  2000  land  forces,  anchored  in  tbe  bay  of  Killalla, 
precisely  in  the  spot  where  tljey  had  made  good  their 
first  lauding.  They  formed  a part  of  the  armament, 
which,  so  happily  for  Treland  and  the  British  empire^ 
was  destroyed  by  the  glorious  action  off  Rutland  un* 
der  the  auspices  of  sir  John  B.  Warren.  The  alarm 
was  taken,  the  moment  these  ships  appeared  ; for  our 
late  sufferingff  had  taught  us  what  might  be  expected 
from  vessels  of  that  size.  Two  officers  of  the  prince  of 
Wales’s,  captain  Bull  and  lieutenant  Leuriy,  were 
sent  at  different  times  by  major  Winstanley,  to  inquire 
wliat  they  were,  and  if  friends,,  to  deliver  dispatches 
which  had  just  come  down  to  him  from  tlie  capital. 
A party  under  the  orders  of  captain  Frazer  went  to- 
take  their  station  behind  Kilcummin  head,  under 
which  the  ships  were  moored,  about  a league  from 
Eillalla,,  to  watch  and  make  reports.. 


The  officers  not  returning  in  the  time  expected. 
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the  panic  became  universal.  Every  male  inhabitant  in 
the  place  <;rowde(l  to  Steeple-hilh  anxiously  lookiiisj 
out  to  the  ships,  and  forming  conjectures.  An  old 
sjiilor,  who  had  often  seen  the  like,  pronounced  them 
to  be  French  by  their  white  sails,  and  by  their  seem- 
ing to  stand  out  of  the  water  more  than  ours-  At 
length  a yeoman  horseman  appeared  on  the  opposite 
hill,  coming  down  in  full  g;illo[).  To  the  spectators 
his  out-stretclted  arms  told  the  bad  news  even  before 
His  words  : ‘ Captain  Frazer  bad  bid  him  say  to  the 
‘ major,  the  ships  w^ere  certainly  French,  and  the 
enemy  was  landing.’  It  was  discovered,  after  the 
fright  was  passed,  that  this  pestilent  fellow'  had  truly 
reported  only  half  his  message  : for  he  was  charged  to 
say»  ‘ the  enemy  was  iwi  yet  landed.^  But  either  hU 
w'its  were  unsettletl  by  terror,  or  he  was  c'airied  aw  ay 
by  the  passion  men  feel  for  relating  marvellous  news, 
let  it  be  ever  so  horrible^ 

“ In  half  an  hour,  the  town  of  Klllalla  had  scarcely 
nn  inhabitant  left,  excejjt  the  military.  The  occasion 
was  so  instant,  that  every  body  was  in  motion  before 
tiiey  had  time  t<o  reflect  how  they  should  go,  or  whe- 
ther they  ought  to  go  at  ail  : tor  the  weather  was  cold 
and  stormy,  the  road  to  the  next  town  {Baliina)  deep 
mud,  especially  near  Killalla,  and  the  last  iiiva>ioii 
had  left  to  very  few  any  other  means  of  conveyance 
but  their  feet.  U»i  foot  the  bishop  set  out. at  the  liead 
of  his  whole  household,  except  two  sons  who  staid  to 
preserve  their  father's  property  as  long  as  they  could. 
Two  little  daughters  by  his  side  waded  through  the 
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dirt.  The  other  children  got  upon  cars,  with  their 
mother  and  aunt,  invalids,  that  had  not  been  expos- 
ed to  the  air  for  the  last  two  months  ; and  one  of  them, 
Mrs  Stock,  liable  on  any  cold  to  a sudden  attack  of 
the  goiit  in  her  stomach,  which  had  more  than  once 
threatened  her  existence.  While  they  were  on  the 
road,  gusts  of  wind,  and  at  last  a heavy  shower  of 
hail,  unfortunately  fell  on  them.  AH  seemed  to  the 
bishop  to  be  now  over.  He  must  expect  to  lose  the 
mother  of  such  a family,  the  companion  with  whom  he 
had  passed  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  the  sunshine  ab- 
solutely uninterrupted  by  one  transient  cloud.  He 
saw  it,  ahno'^t  without  a reflection.  There  is  a pause 
of  mind  on  the  apprehended  explosion  of  some  enor- 
mous mischief,  resembling  the  stillness  that  fills  the 
horizon  before  a thunder  clap.  At  intervals — when 
thought  returned — what  he  was  able  to  do  he  did. 
He  raised  his  eyes,  and  adored  in  silence  the  uplifted 
hand  of  the  Almighty.  That  hand,  as  he  had  soon 
the  happiness  to  experience,  was  lifted,  not  to  destroy, 
but  to  save, 

“ The  procession  reached  Ballina  about  six  in  the 
eVeniug,  after  a march  of  two  hours,  in  the  course  of 
which  they  passed  the  Armagh  militia,  hastening  to 
ICillalla  to  join  the  prince  of  Wales’s.  And  here  the 
bishop  and  his  family  were  much  indebted  to  the  ho- 
spitality of  brigade-major  Cunningham  and  his  lady, 
that  they  did  not  suffer  more  by  so  unseasonable  a 
flight.  The  house  in  w hich  the  major  resided  was  co- 
lonel King’s,  in  happier  times  one  of  the  best  and  most 
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comfortable  dwellings  in  the  whole  country  ; but  it 
had  suifered  so  much  damage  in  the  rebellion,  when 
it  was  occupied  by  True,  that  it  was  now  no  easy  mat- 
ter to  find  a warm  seat  in  it,  scarcely  a window  being 
without  one  or  more  broken  panes  of  glass,  and  a fu- 
rious wind  pervading  the  whole  house.  However,  the 
entire  groupe  of  fugitives  had  got  into  bed,  when  at 
midnight  an  express  came  to  the  major  from  Killalla, 
with  intelligence,  which  that  good-natured  officer 
thought  his  guests  would  be  glad  to  hear  immediately, 
though  they  were  awaked  out  of  their  sleep  for  it. 
Major  Winstanley  had  sent  word,  that  the  French 
frigates  had  suddenly  slipt  their  cables,  and  withdrawn 
from  our  bay.. 

“ The  two  officers  that  were  carried  off  by  this  squa- 
dron to  France,  inessrs.  Bull  and  Leurry,  found  their 
way  back  again  to  their  regiment  near  four  months  af- 
terwards. From  their  report  it  appears,  that  a cutter 
they  had  on  the  watch  having  apprised  the  enemy  that 
an  English  squadron  was  heaving  in  sight,  for  which 
they  were  conscious  they  were  not  a match,  they  made 
off  to  sea,  with  so  much  precipitation,  that  the  largest 
frigate  cut  her  cable,  leaving  an  anchor  behind  her, 
which  is  thought  to  be  very  well  worth  the  weighing 
up.  The  squadron  was  close  pursued  by  two  line  of 
battle  ships,  the  Csesar  and  the  Tremendous  (as  report 
said)  even  to  the  distance  of  ninety  leagues,  and  had 
for  a considerable  time  very  little  hope'  of  an  escape, 
though  they  at  last  effected  it  by  throwing  every  thing 
they  could  spare  overboard,  and  thus  outsailing 
' VoL.  II.  C c 
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ships  that  were  crippled  iu  the  late  actioa  with  the 
Iloche  and  others. 

“ Next  day  with  joyful  hearts  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Killalla  returned  home,  where  no  misclnef  had  hap- 
pened during  their  short  absence.  By  the  good  pro- 
vidence of  God  the  ladies  of  the  bishop’s  family  escap- 
ed the  danger  to  their  health,  of  which  they  had  so 
much  reason  to  be  apprehensive  ; nor  did  any  of  the 
children  take  cold,  except  one  little  girl  that  walked,, 
who  had  a low  fever  in  consequence,  which  did  not 
quit  her  for  three  weeks. 

After  this  alarm,  there  was  no  resisting  the  im- 
portunity of  the  bishop’s  friends,  recalling  him  to 
DuVdin.  To  stay  longer  in  a post  of  so  much  d-anger 
was  generally'  pronounced  to  be  a tempting  of  Provi- 
dence. Their  arguments  would  have  carried  irresisti- 
ble weight  (had  a further  weight  been  necessarj ,)  if 
the  bisliop  or  his  friends  had  then  been  in  possession  of 
the  intelligence,  which  they  have  since  received  from 
captain  Bull,  whose  testimony  is  here  laid  before  the 
reader. 


‘‘  Captain  Joseph  Bull,  of  the  prince  of  Wales’s 
fencible  infantry,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
fleet  iu  Killalla  bay',  being  sent  out  with  dispatches 
by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  maketh  oath  and 
saith ; 
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That  on  his  being  taken  on  bofiid,  and  during  his 
voyage  to  France  in  La  Concorde  French  frigme,  he 
was  often  told  by  most  of  tlie  officers  on  board,  both 
naval  and  military,  that  had  they  lamled  their  troops 
when  they  appeared  in  the  bay  of  Killalla  on  the  27th 
of  October,  they  had  the  most  positive  orders  to  send 
tlie  bishop  of  Killalla  and  his  family  immediately  pri- 
soners to  France. 

“ That  on  his  (captain  Bull’s)  asking  them  the  rea- 
son of  this  step,  their  answer  was,  that  the  bishop  had 
betrayed  to  the  King’s  troops,  and  had  likewise  deli- 
vered up  the  ammunition  that  was  brought  in  by  the 
French  during  the  time  they  were  in  possession  of  the 
town  of  Killalla. 

“ Captain  Ball  farther  says,  he  took  every  step  that 
he  thought  was  likely  to  prove  this  report  entirely 
groundless,  but  is  sorry  to  say,  without  effect.  And 
says,  that  had  they  met  with  any  apposition  in  land- 
ing, their  determination  was,  to  lay  the  town  la 
ashes. 

“ Sworn  before  me  at ’Killalla,  March  1,  1799. 

YvTlliam  Kirkwood.’* 

Joseph  Bull,  captain  of 

the  prince  of  Wales’s 
feucible  regluieiit. 

f In  the  course  of  this  unfortunate  and  ill-conducted 
rebellion,  among  a number  of  ciiiefs  and  inferior  insur- 
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gents  who  were  tried  and  executed,  “ particular  no- 
tice and  particular  compassion  are  due  to  two  men, 
who,  Irishmen  hy  birth,  had  been  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  France  l^efore  the  invasion,  had  come  to  Ire- 
land in  the  French  fleet,  and  had,  as  well  as  the  best 
of  the  French  officers,  used  the.  most  active  exertions 
to  save  the  lives  and  properties  of  loyalists.  These 
were  Bartholomew  Teeling  and  Matthew  Tone,  whose 
generous  humanity,  made  evident  on  their  trials,  and 
steady  fortitude  under  sentence  and  execution,  com- 
mand our  pity,  and  for  their  personal  qualities  our 
esteem.  They  were  tried  in  Dublin  barrack,  and 
executed— the  former  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Sep- 
tember, the  latter  a few  days  after., 

“ The  little  army  of  Humbert  had  been  intended’ 
only  to  be  a vanguard  of  a much  more  formidable 
force,  whicli  was  in  a short  time  to  follow.  Providen- 
tially for  the  safety  of  the  British  empire,  the  French- 
administrators  were  as  tardy  in  seconding  the  opera- 
tions of  Humbert,  as  they  had  been  in  seconding  those 
of  the  southern  rebels  of  Ireland.  The  w ant  of  rnoney 
is  assigned  as  the  cause  of  delay  in  the  equipment  of 
J the  second  fleet,  and  in  the  interim,  before  its  appear- 
ance on  the  Irish  coast,  a brig  from  France  arrived  at 
the  little  island  of  Rutland,  near  the  north-west  coast 
of  Donegal,  on  the  sixteenth  of  September,  and  land- 
ed its  crew ; among  whom  was  the  celebrated  James 
Napper  Tandy,  now  bearing  the  title  of  general  of 
brigade  in  the  French  service.  Informed  of  the  sur- 
render of  Humbert’s  troops,  and  unable  to  excite  an 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 


253 


insurrection  by  their  manifestoes  in  that  quarter,  they 
re-embarked,  and  abandoned  the  shores  of  Ireland, 
Tandy  was  afterwards  arrested  at  Hamburgh  by  some 
British  agents.  In  this  action  the  dignity  of  a neutral 
state  was  contemptuously  violated,  and  the  influence 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia  was  solicited  and  obtained 
to  intimidate  the  Hamburghers  into  an  acquiescence 
in  this  violation,  which  exposed  them  at  the  same  time 
to  the  resentment  of  the  French  government.  So 
mighty  a fuss  about  &uch  an  object,  such  a mountain 
in  labour,  confirmed  many  in  an  opinion  of  a puerile 
weakness  in  the  British  ministers.  Tandy  was  tried  at 
Lifford,  at  the  spring  assizes  for  1801,  and  pleading 
guilty,  received  his  majesty’s  pardon  on  condition  of 
emigration;  in  consequence  of  which  he  emigrated  to 
France,  where  he  died, 

“ On  board  one  of  the  French  shijis,  captured  by 
admiral  Warren,  was  found  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone, 
a celebrated  lawyer,  and  brother  to  Matthew  Tone, 
already  mentioned,  whose  activity  and  talents  had 
contributed  to  give  life  to  a formidable  conspiracy, 
which  received  a deadly  wound  by  the  miscarriage  of 
the  French  armament,  and  which  can  hardly  be  said 
to  have  survived  his  fate.  Tried  by  a court-martial  in 
the  capital,  he  rested  his  defence  on  his  being  a deni- 
zen of  France,  an  officer  in  the  service  of  that  i oun- 
try,  and  pretended  not  to  denj'  the  charge  against 
him,  nor  even  to  excuse  his  poHtical  conduct.  Found 
guilty,  he  requested  the  indulgence  of  being  shot 
as  a soldier,  instead  of  being  ignominiously  hanged 
VoL.  II.  T)d 
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a*  a felon;  and,  on  the  refusal  of  this  request,  cut 
Ids  ovvn^nvoat  in  the  prison.  The  operation  being  in- 
completely performed,  hopes  were  entertained  of  his 
rec-overy ; and'  on  the  next  morning  John  Philpot 
Currail,  esq.  the  famous  barrister,  made  a motion  in 
the  court  of  king’s  bench  for  a writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  Ids  favour,  upon  the  ground  that  “ courts-martial 
liave  no  jurisdiction  over  subjects  not  in  military  ser- 
vice while  the  court  of  king’s  bench  is  sitting.”  After 
a full  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  plea  was  admit- 
ted ; but  from  the  condition  of  Tone,  his  removal 
from  prison,  according  to  the  writ,  was  deemed  un- 
safe, and  he  shortly  after  died  from  the  self-inflicted 
wound. 

“ With  the  reduction  of  the  ravaging  bauds  in  the 
m our.talns  of  Wicklow,  under  Holt  and  Hacket,  the 
last  professed  champions  in  arms  of  the  uniced  con- 
spiracy, aijd  with  the  death  of  Tone^  its  chief  original 
projector,  ended  a rebellion,  of  which  the  deep  and 
artful  sciieiiie  demonstrated  the  ability  ,but  the  imme- 
diate consequences,  the  ignorance  of  its  authors  with 
respect  lo  the  instruments  which  they  were  obliged  to 
employ. 

“ The  e vil  consequences  of  this  rebellion  were,  not- 
witlistandmg  the  sjiiali  extent  and  duration  of  armed 
opposition  to  government,  too  many  to  be  distinct! j’’ 
particularized.  To  the  general  mass  of  evils,  of  some 
of  whicli  v'l  taint  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  fore- 
going pages,  a corruption  of  morals  in  the  disturbed 
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parts  made  a lamentable  addition.  To  dwell  on  the 
sad  propensity  to  extortion,  cheating,  pilfering,  and 
robbing,  acquired  or  encouraged  by  a temporary  dis- 
solution  of  civil  government;  on  the  practice  of  per- 
jury and  bribery  in  the  accusation  and  defence  of  real 
or  supposed  criminals;  and  of  perjury  in  claims  of 
losses,  even  by  persons  who  might  well  be  supposed 
superior  to  such  meanness,  laying  aside  religious  con- 
siderations, would  be  attended  with  more  pain  than 
utility.  Even  dissipation,  which  might  reasonably  be 
e.\pected  to  be  checked  by  the  calamities  attendant  on 
this  cruel  commotion,  seemed  to  revive  wdth  aug- 
mented force  on  the  subsiding  of  the  insurrection. 
Collected  in  towns,  in  the  following  winter,  many  of 
the  lower  sort  of  loyalists  spent  the  days  in  drunken- 
ness, and  their  su])eriors  the  nights  in  late  suppers 
and  riotous  conviviality.  One  good  consequence, 
however,  of  their  assembling  in  tow  ns  was  the  promo- 
tion of  matrimony.  Young  people  of  the  two  sexes 
being  brought  together,  who  might  otherwise  have 
remained  unacquainted  with  one  another,  an  extraor- 
dinary number  of  marriages  took  place,  as  if  Provi- 
dence intended  thus  to  repair  the  waste  of  civil  war.” 
Dd  2 
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No.  I. — VoL.  I.  p.  222. 

(Constitution  of  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen  of  the  ■ 
city  of  Dublin,  as  first  agreed  upon. 

The  society  is  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  for-- 
warding  a brotherhood  of  affection,  an  identity  of  in- 
terests, a communion  of  rights,  and  an  union  of  power,, 
among  Irishmen  of  all  religious  persuasions,’ and  there- 
by obtaining  an  impartial  and  adequate  representation, 
of  the  nation  in  parliament.. 

The  members  of  this  society  are  either  ordinary  or 
honorary. 

Such  persons  only  are  eligible  as  honorary  members, 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  promoting  the 
liberties  of  mankind,  and  are  not  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land. 

Every  candidate  for  admission  into  the  society;  whe- 
ther as  an  ordinary  or  honorary  member,  shall  be  pro- 
posed by  two  ordinary  members,  who  shall  sign  a cer- 
tificate of  his  being,  from  their  knowledge  of  him,  ^ 
Dd  3 
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fit  person  to  be  admitted,  that  he  has  seen  the  test, 
and  is  willing  to  take  it.  This  certificate,  delivered 
to  the  secretary,  shall  be  read  from  the  chair,  at  the 
ensuing  meeting  of  the  society ; arnl  on  the  next  sub- 
sequent night  of  meeting  the  society  shall  proceed  to 
the  election.  The  names  and  additions  of  the  candi- 
date, with  the  names  of  those  by  whom  he  has  been 
proposed,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  summons  for  the 
night  of  election.  The  election  shall  be  conducted  by 
ballot,  and  if  one-fifth  of  the  number  of  beans  be 
black,  the  candidate  stands  rejected.  The  election, 
with  respect  to  an  ordinary  member,  shall  be  void,  if 
he  does  not  attend  within  four  meetings  afterwards,  un- 
less he  can  plead  some  reasonable  excuse  for  his  ab- 
sence. 

• 

Every  person  elected  a member  of  the  society,  whe- 
ther honorary  or  ordinary,  shall,  previous  to  his  ad- 
mission, take  and  subscribe  the  following  test 5’ee 
VoL  /.  p,  234. 

A member  of  another  society  of  United  Irishmen 
being  introduced  to  the  president  by  a member  of  this 
society,  shall,  upon  producing  a certificate  signed  by 
the  secretary,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  society 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  taking  the  before-mentioned 
test,  be  thereupon  admitted  to  attend  the  sittings  of 
this  societj'. 

The  officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  .a  presi- 
dent, treasurer,  and  secretary,  who  shall  be  severally 
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elected  three  months,  videlicit,  on  every  first  night  of 
meeting  in  the  months  of  November,  February,  May, 
and  August ; the  election  to  be  determined  by  each 
member  present  writing  on  a piece  of  paper  the  names 
of  the  object  of  his  choice,  and  putting  it  into  a box. 
The  majority  of  votes  shall  decide;  if  the  votes  are 
equal,  the  president  shall  have  a casting  voice.  No 
person  shall  be  capable  of  being  re-elected  to  any  office 
for  the  quarter  next  succeeding  the  determination  of 
his  office.  In  case  of  an  occasional  vacancy  in  any 
office  by  death  or  otherwise,  the  society  shall,  on  the 
next  night  of  meeting,  elect  a person  to  the  same  for 
the  remainder  of  the  quarter. 

The  society  shall  meet  on  every  second  Friday  night, 
or  oftener  if  necessary.  The  chair  shall  be  taken  at 
eight  o’clock,  from  twenty-ninth  September  to  twenty- 
fifth  March ; and  at  nine  o’clock,  from  twenty-fifth 
March  to  twenty-ninth  September,  Fifteen  members 
shall  form  a quorum  ; no  new  business  shall  be  intro- 
duced after  ten  o’clock. 

Every  respect  and  deference  shall  be  paid  to  the  pre- 
sident; his  chair  shall  be  raised  three  steps  above  the 
seats  of  the  members;  the  treasurer  and  secretary  shall 
have  seats  under  him,  two  steps  above  the  seats  of  the 
members.  On  his  rising  from  his  chair,  and  taking 
off  his  hat,  there  must  be  silence,  and  the  members  be 
seated  ; he  shall  be  judge  of  order  and  propriety,  be 
impowered  to  direct  an  apology,  and  to  fine  refractory 
members  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  crown ; if  the 
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member  refuse  to  pay  the  fine,  or  make  the  apology,, 
he  is  thereupon  expelled  from  the  society. 

There  shall  be  a committee  of  constitution,  of 
finance,  of  coi respondence,  and  of  accommodation. 
The  committee  of  constitution  shall  consist  of  nine 
members,  tlmt  of  finance  of  seven  members,  that  of 
coi  respondence  of  five  members:  each  committee  shall, 
independent  of  occasional  reports,  make  general  re- 
ports on  ever}'  quarterly  meeting.  The  treasurer  shall 
be  under  ilie  direction  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
and  the  secretary  under  the  direction  of  the  committee 
of  correspondence  ; the  election  for  committees  shall  , 
be  on  every  quarterly^  meeting,  and  decided  by  the* 
majority  of  votes.. 

In  order  to  defray  tlie  necessary  expences,  and’ 
establish  a fund  for  the  use  of  the  society,  each  ordi-- 
nary  member  shall  on  his  election  pay  to  the  treasurer,., 
by  those  tvho  proposed  him,  one  guinea  admission  fee; 
and  also  one  guinea  annually,  by  iialf-yearly  pay- 
ments, on  every  first  night  of  meeting  in  November 
and  May;  the  first  payment  thereof  to  be  on  the  first 
night  of  meeting  in  November,  1792.  On  every  quar- 
terly meeting  following,  the  names  of  the  defaulters, 
as  they  appear  in  the  treasury-book,  shall  be  read’ 
from  the  chair.  If  any  member,  after  the  second 
reading,  neglect  to  pay  bis  subscription,  he  shall  be 
excluded  the  society,  unless  he  can  shew  some  reason* 
able  excuse  for  bis  default. 
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The  secretary  shall  be  furnished  with  the  following 
seal,  videlicit,  a harp ; at  the  top,  « I am  new  strung 
at  the  bottom,  “ I will  he  heard and  on  the  ex- 
ergue, “ Society  of  United  Irishmen  of  Dublin'* 

No  motion  for  an  alteration  of,  or  addition  to,  the 
constitution  shall  be  made  but  at  the  quarterly  meet- 
ings, and  notice  of  such  motion  shall  be  given  four- 
teen days  previous  to  those  meetings.  If  upon  such 
motion  the  society  shall  see  ground  for  the  proposed 
alteration  or  addition,  the  same  shall  be  referred  to 
the  proper  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  on 
the  next  night  of  meeting  their  opinion  thereupon  ; 
and  upon  such  report  the  question  shall  be  decided  by 
the  society. 

No.  11. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE 
UNITED  IRISHMEN. 

Friday,  30th  of  December,  1791. 

■4 

Society  of  United  Irishmen  of  Dublin^ — The  Hon, 
Simon  Butler  in  the  chair. 

Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  following  circular  letter,  reported  by  our 
committee  of  correspondence,  be  adopted  and  printed : 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  you  from  the  correspond- 
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ing  committee  of  the  Society  of  LTnited  Irishmen  of 
Dublin. 

W e aiiiiex  the  declaration  of  political  principles 
which  we  have  subscribed,  and  the  test  which  we  have- 
taken,  as  a social  and  sacred  compact  to  bind  us  more 
closely  together. 

The  object  of  this  institution  is  to  make  an  united 
society  of  the  Irish  nation  ; to  make  all  Irishmen  citi- 
zens ; all  citizens.  Irishmen:  nothing  appearing  to  us 
more  natural  at  all  times,  and  at  this  crisis  of  Europe 
more  seasonable,  than  that  those  who  have  common 
interests,  and  common  enemies,  who  suffer  common 
wrongs,  and  lay  claim  to  common  right,  should  know 
each  other,  and  should  act  together.  In  our  opinion, 
ignorance  has  been  the^  demon  of  discord,  which  has 
so  long  deprived  Irishmen,  not  only  of  the  blessings  of 
well-regulated  government,  but  even  the  common, 
benefits  of  civil  societ)^  Peace  in  this  island  has- 
hitherto  been  a peace  on  the  principles  and  with  the 
consequences  of  civil  war.  For  a century  past  there 
has  indeed  been  tranquillity,  but  to  most  of  our  dear 
countrymen  it  has  been  the  tranquillity  of  a dungeon  ; 
and  if  the  land  has  lately  prospered,  it  has  been  owing 
to  the  goodness  of  Providence,  and  the  strong  efforts 
of  human  nature,  resisting  and  overcoming  the  malig- 
nant influence  of  a miserable  administration, 

» 

To  re&ist  this  influence,  which  rules  by  discord  and 
embroils  by  system,  it'  is  vain  to  act  as  individuals  or 
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^is  paiiies  ; it  bccomes^ necessary  by  an  union  of  minds, 
and  a knowledi^e  of  each  other,  to  will  and  act  as  a 
nation.  To  kno.v  each  other  is  to  know  ourselves  ; the 
weakness  of  one  and  the  strength  of  many.  Union, 
therefore,  is  power;  it  is  wisdom.;  it  must  prove  li- 
berty. 

Our  design,  therefore,  in  forming/this  society,  is 
to  give  an  example,  which,  when  well  followed,  must 
collect  the  public  will,  and  consecrate  the  public 
power  into  one  solid  mass,  the  elfect  of  which,  once 
put  in  motion,  must  be  rapid,  momentous,  and  con- 
sequential. 

In  thus  associating,  we  have  thought  little  about 
our  ancestors,  much  of  our  posterity.  Are  w’e  for 
ever  to  walk  like  beasts  of  prey,  over  fields  which  these 
ancestors  staijied  with  blood  ? In  looking  back,  we 
see  nothing  on  the  one  part  but  savage  force  succeeded 
by  savage  policy  ; on  the  other,  an  unfortunate  na- 
tion, “ scattered  and  peeled,  meted  out  and  trodden 
«Jown  I”  V^e  see  a mutual  Intolerance,  and  a common 
carnage  of  the  first  n>oral  emotions  of  the  heart,  which 
Jead  us  to  esteem  and  place  confidence  in  our  fellow- 
creatures.  We  see  this,  and  are  silent  : but  w'e  glad- 
ly look  forward  to  brighter  prospects,  to  a people 
united  in  the  fellowship  of  freedom,  to  a parliament 
the  ex[)res3  image  of  the  people,  to  a prosperity  esta- 
blished on  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty,  to  a 
peace,  not  the  gloomy  and  precarious  stillness  of  men 
brooding  over  their  w'rongs,  but  that^stuble  tranquil- 
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lity  which  rests  on  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and 
leans  on  the  arms  hy  which  these  rights  are  to  be  main* 
tained. 

Our  principal  rule  of  conduct  has  been  to  attend  to 
those  things  in  which  we  agree,  to  exclude  from  our 
thoughts  those  in  which  we  differ.  We  agree  in 
knowing  what  are  our  rights,  and  in  daring  to  assert 
them  : If  the  rights  of  men  be  duties  to  God,  we  are 
in  this  respect  of  one  religion.  Our  creed  of  civil 
faith  is  the  same  ; we  agree  in  thinking  that  there  is 
not  an  individual  among  our  millions,  whose  happi- 
ness can  be  established  on  any  foundation  so  rational 
and  so  solid,  as  on  the  happiness  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. We  agree,  therefore,  in  the  necessity  of 
giving  political  value  and  station  to  the  great  majority 
of  the  peojde ; and  we  think  that  whoever  desires  an 
amended  constitution,  without  including  the  grant 
body  of  the  people,  rau^t  on  his  own  principles  be 
convicted  of  political  persecution,  and  political  mono- 
poly. If  the  present  electors  be  themselves  a morbid 
part  of  our  constitution;  where  are  we  to  recur  for  re- 
dress but  to  the  whole  community  ? “ A more  unjust 
“ and  absurd  constitution  cannot  be  devised,  than 
“ that  which  condemns  the  natives  of  a country  to  per- 
“ petual  servitude,  under  the  arbitrary  dominion  of 
“ strangers  and  slaves.” 

Wfe  agree  in  thinking,  that  the  first  and  most  in- 
dispensable condition  of  the  laws  in  a free  state,  is  the 
assent  of  those  whose  obedience  they  require,  and  far 
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whose  benefit  only  they  are  designed.  Without,  there- 
fore, an  impartial  and  adequate  representation  of  the 
community;  we  agree  in  declaring,  we  can  have  no 
constitution,  no  country,  no  Ireland.  Without  this, 
our  late  revolution  we  declare  to  be  fallacious  and 
ideal ; a thiug  much  talked  of,  but  neither  felt  or 
-seen.  The  act  of  Irish  sovereignty  has  been  merely 
tossed  out  of  the  English  houses  into  the  cabinet  of 
the  minister  ; and  nothing  remains  to  the  people,  who 
of  right  are  every  thing,  but  a servile  majesty  and  a 
ragged  independence. 

We  call  earnestly  on  every  great  and  good  man, 
,who  at  the  late  sera  spoke  or  acted  for  his  country,  to 
consider  less  of  what  was  done  than  of  what  there  re- 
mains to  do.  We  call  upon  their  senatorial  wisdom 
to  consider  the  monstrous  and  immeasurable  distance 
which  separates,  in  this  island,  the  rank's  of  social 
life,  makes  labour  ineffectual,  taxation  unproductive, 
and  divides  the  nation  into  petty  despotism  and  public 
misery.  We  call  upon  their  tutelar  genius,  to  re- 
member, that  government  is  instituted  to  remedy, 
not  to  render  more  grievous,  the  natural  inequality 
of  mankind,  and  that  unless  the  rights  of  the  whole 
community  be  asserted,  anarchy  (we  cannot  call  it  go- 
vernment) must  continue  to  prevail,  when  the  strong 
tyrannize,  the  rich  oppress,  and  the  mass  are  brayed, 
in  a mortar.  We  call  upon  them,  therefore,  to  build 
their  arguments  and  their  action  on  the  broad  plat- 
form of  general  good, 
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Let  not  the  rights  of  nature  be  enjoyed  merely  by 
conniva'nce,  and  the  rights  of  conscience  merely  by 
toleration.  If  you  raise  up  a prone  people,  let  it  not 
be  merely  to  their  knees  : Let  the  nation  stand. 
Then  will  it  castaway  the  bad  habit  of  servitude,  which 
has  brought  with  it  indolence,  ignorance,  an  extinc- 
tion of  our  faculties,  an  abandonment  of  our  very  na- 
ture. Then  will  every  right  obtained,  every  franchise 
exercised,  prove  a seed  of  sobriety,  industry,  and 
regard  to  character,  and  the  manners  of  the  people 
will  be  formed  on  the  model  of  their  free  constitu- 
tion. 

This  rapid  exposition  of  our  principles,  our  ob- 
ject, and  our  rule  of  conduct,  must  naturally  suggest 
the  wish  of  multiplying  similar  societies,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  addressing  such  a desire  to  you.  Is  it  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  request,  that  you  will  hold  out  your 
hand,  and  open  your  heart  to  your  countryman, 
townsman,  neighbour  ? Can  you  form  a hope  for 
political  redemption,  and  by  political  penalties,  or 
civil  excommunications,  withhold  the  rights  of  nature 
from  your  brother?  We  beseech  you  to  rally  all  the 
friends  of  liberty  round  a society  of  this  kind  as  a 
centre.  Draw  togetheryour  best  and  bravest  thoughts, 
your  best  and  bravest  men.  You  will  experience,  as 
we  have  done,  that  these  points  of  union  will  quickly 
attract  number,  while  the  assemblage  of  such  socie- 
ties, acting  in  concert,  moving  as  one  body,  with  one 
impulse  and  one  direction,  will,  in  no  long  time,  be- 
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come  not  parts  of  the  nation,  hut  the  nation  itself ; 
speaking  with  its  voice,  expressing  its  will,  resistless 
in  its  power.  We  again  entreat  you  to  look  around 
for  men  fit  to  form  those  stable  supports  on  which  Ire- 
land may  rest  the  lever  of  liberty.  If  there  be  but  ten, 
take  those  ten.  If  there  be  but  two,  take  those  two, 
and  trust  with  confidence  to  the  sincerity  of  your  in- 
tention, the  justice  of  your  cause,  and  the  support 
of  your  country. 

Two  objects  interest  the  nation,  a plan  of  repre- 
sentation, and  the  means  of  accomplishing  it.  These 
societies  will  be  a most  powerful  means  ; but  a popu- 
lar plan  would  itself  be  a means  for  its  own  accom- 
plishment. We  have,  therefore,  to  request,  that 
you  will  favour  us  with  your  ideas  respecting  the  plan 
which  appears  to  you  most  eligible  and  practicable,  on 
the  present  more  enlarged  and  liberal  principles  which 
actuate  the  people  ; at  the  same  time  giving  your  sen- 
timents upon  our  national  coalition,  on  the  means  of 
promoting  it,  and  on  the  political  slate  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  county  or  town  where  you  reside.  We 
know  what  resistance  will  be  made  to  your  patriotic 
eftorts  by  those  who  triumph  in  the  disunion  and  de- 
gradation of  their  country.  The  greater  the  necessity 
for  reform,  the  greater  probably  will  be  the  resis- 
tance : We  know  that  there  is  much  spirit  that  re- 
quires being  brought  into  mass,  as  well  as  much  massy 
body  that  must  be  refined  into  spirit.  We  have  ene- 
mies, and  no  enemy  is  contemptible  ; we  do  not  de- 
spise the  enemies  of  the  union,  the  liberty  and  the 
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peace  of  Ireland,  but  we  are  not  of  a nature,  nor  have 
we  encouraged  the  habit  of  fearing  any  man,  or  any 
body  of  men,  in  an  honest  and  honourable  cause.  In 
great  undertakings,  like  the  present,  we  declare  that 
we  have  found  it  always  more  difficult  to  attempt,  than 
to  accomplish.  The  people  of  Ireland  must  perform 
all  that  they  wish>  if  they  attempt  all  that  they  can. 

Signed  by  order» 

» 

James  Nappeb  Tandy,  see* 


No.  III. 

< 

THE  CATECHISM  OF  THE  UNITED  IRISHMEN^ 

Published  and  circulated  since  the  rebellion  teas  put  dotnt, 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  fame  of  it  alive, 

I BELIEVE  m the  Irish  Union,  in  the  supreme  ma- 
jesty of  the  people,  in  the  equality  of  man,  in  the  law- 
fulness of  insurrection,  and  of  resistance  to  oppression. 
I believe  in  a revolution  founded  on  the  rights  of  man, 
in  the  natural  and  imprescriptable  right  of  all  the  Irish 
citizens  to  all  the  land.  I believe  the  soil,  or  any  part 
of  it,  cannot  be  transferred  without  the  consent  of  the 
people,  or  their  representatives,  convened  and  autho- 
rised,  by  the  votes  of  every  man  having  arrived  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  I believe  the  land,  "Tyr  any 
of  it,  cannot  became  the  property  of  any  man,  but 
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by  purchase,  or  as  rewards  for  forwarding  and  pre- 
serving the  public  liberty.  I believe  our  present  con- 
nexion with  England  must  be  speedily  dissolved.  I 
believe  that  old  age,  pregnant  women,  and  labour 
should  be  honoured.  I believe  that  treason  is  the 
crime  of  betraying  the  people,  I believe  religious  dis- 
tinctions are  only  protected  by  tyrants.  I believe  ap- 
plying the  lands  of  the  church  to  relieve  old  age,  to 
give  education  and  protection  to  infancy,  will  be  more 
acceptable  to  an  united  people,  that  maintaining*  lazy 
hypocrites  and  ravenous  tythe-gatherers. 

In  this  faith  I mean  to  live,  or  bravely  die.  ‘ 

Question,  What  are  you  ? 

Answer,  An  Irishman. 

Q.  As  an  Irishman,  what  do  you  hope  for  ? 

A.  The  emancipation  of  my  country,  and  equality 
of  rights,  a fair  division  of  the  land,  an  abolition  of  re- 
ligious establishments,  and  a representative  govern- 
ment. 

Q.  What  benefit  do  you  propose  to  your  country, 
by  what  you  call  emancipation  ? 

A.  Deliverance  from  the  odious  influence  of  England, 
and  that  domestic  tyranny  it  generated,  which  is  cal- 
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culated  to  corrupt  our  morals,  impoverish  our  people, 
and  retard  our  industry. 

Q.  How  do  you  conceive  this  ? 

A.  By  the  innumerable  injuries  we  experience  from- 
Ens^land — she  shuts  us  out  from  any  mercantile  con- 
nexion with  the  world,  .while  she  tells  us  we  are  an  in-^ 
dependent  people  ; she  fosters  establishments  in  our 
island,  contriving  to  make  her  agents  in  the  land  her. 
friends  and  our  oppressors  ? 

Q.  How  are  Irish  morals  injured  by  England.. 

A.  By  monopolizing  the  trade  of  the  world,,  and 
confining  us  to  deal  only  with  her. 

Q.  Does  that  affect  your  morals  ?' 

A.  Yes,  her  contrivance  leaves  us  at  her  mercy: 
she  sells  to  us  at  her  own  prices,  she  deprives  us  of  the 
choice  of  other  markets,  either  to  buy  or  sell  ; by  sucb. 
means  she  has  the  command  of  all  our  produce  ; we 
buy  dear  and  sell  cheap  ; consequently  we  are  poor,, 
and  poverty  begets  crimes,  as  Job  says,  “ Lord,  make 
“ me  not  poor,  lest  I should  steal.” 

Q.  hat  other  reasons  have  you  against  English 
connections,  and  what  other  proofs  have  you  of  influ« 
flueuce  on  your  morals  ? 
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A.  England  has  organized  a kind  of  legislators 
here,  devoted  to  her  interests,  and  holding  their  in- 
fluence and  power  at  her  will*. 

Q.  Explain  yourself*. 

A.  Those  law-makers  are  land-holders,^  all  of  one 
trade,  which  in  itself  is  criminal  ;.as  men  making  laws^ 
being  of  one  profession^  will  always  be  unanimous  in. 
promoting  the  welfare  of  a particular  object.  A legi- 
slative assembly  of  tanners  would  make  leather  dear  ; 
of  weavers,  would  increase  the  price  of  cloth ; of 
schoolmasters,  would  monopolize  instruction.  Our 
law-makers  contrive  to  make  spirituous  liquors  in  more 
general  use  than  bread,  they  are  constantly  canting 
on  the  drunkenness  of  the  people,  and  take  no  pains 
to  discourage  distillation,  as  it  raises  the  value  of  their 
landvS,.  under  the  pri  text  of  promoting  the  revenue. 
They  encourage  grazing  and  the  exportation  of  cattle; 
they  sell  the  liquor  and  accuse  us  of  drunkenness ; they 
export  our  raw  materials  ; they  say  we  are  idlers,,  and 
mock  our  poverty  ; they  import  tobacco  for  our  use, 
and  export  our  beef  and  butter.  Thus  the  necessa- 
ries of  life  are  put  out  of  our  reach,  to  promote  their 
own  ends,  and  a poisonous  plant  given  us  for  the  same 
purposes. 

Q.  What  advantage  can  our  poverty  be  to  our  law- 
makers ? 


A.  By  being  poor  we  must  be  on  the  alert,  to  pro- 
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cure  the  necessaries  of  life,  which  makes  true  the  old 
maxim,  they  “ keep  us  poor  and  busy.”  Our  time 
will  be  spent  studyinj^  to  avoid  want,  instead  of  in- 
quiring the  cause  of  it ; for  enquiry  is  dangerous  to 
tyranny. 

Q.  What  benefit,  in  a general  sense,  would  eman- 
cipation be  ^ 

A.  Ireland,  delivered  from  England,  would  give  us 
immense  resources,  innumerable  means  of  employing 
our  people,  would  extend  our  trade  and  agriculture, 
we  could  have  the  sugars  of  the  West-Indies,  seventy 
per  cent,  cheaper  from  the  Danes,  the  Dutch,  or  the 
French,  than  we  can  get  them  from  the  retail  market 
of  England,  The  teas  and  produce  of  the  Indies,  we 
could  also  have,  in  the  same  advantageous  manner, 
from  the  same  nations,  or  from  the  American';,  or  by 
a direct  importation.  Other  branches  of  trade  and 
other  resources  of  riches  and  employments  would  un- 
fold themselves  to  independent  Ireland,  now  impos*- 
sible  to  enumerate, 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  equality 

A.  Men  being  born  equal,  is  evident  to  every  under- 
standing. If  the  Creator  intended  any  superior  rank 
among  men,  it  is  that  of  superior  abilities  or  superior 
virtue ; if  he  intended  any  other  nobility  than  the 
noble  of  nature,  we  should  see  noblemen,  not  the 
same  impotent,  Ignorant,  vicious,  and  untaught 
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creatures,  so  common  among  the  artificial  orders.  We 
should  have  them  born  without  wanting  any  of  those 
acquirements  that  appear  so  necessary  to  every  rank, 
which  is  the  result  of  tedious  instruction,  aim  perse- 
vering industry,  their  childhood  would  be  distinguish- 
ed by  a knowledge  of  every  talent  that  is  known  or 
valued ; they  would  come  into  the  world  finished 
statesmen,  orators,  mathematicians,  generals,  danc- 
ing-masters, hair-dressers,  taylors,  &c,  nay,  they 
would  come  from  the  womb  covered  with  embroidery, 
ribbons,  stars,  and  coronets. 

Q.  Not  appearing  in  infancy  to  have  any  visible  or 
mental  acquirements,  more  than  other  mortals,  you 
think  is  an  argument  to  defend  the  opinions  of  those 
who  are  advocates  for  equality  ? - 

A.  Lbidoubtedly.  Many  persons  in  Ireland. may 
remember  men  who  are  ranked  as  nobility,,  to  be 
raised  by  accidental  circumstances  from  the  loins  of 
footmen,  low  tradesmen,  and  infamous  gamblers;  the 
whole_  of  them  may  be  said,  within  the  last  cen- 
tury, to  be  the  descendants  of  English  ruffians,  ad- 
venturers, whose  crimes  or  obscurity  denied  them  a 
livelihood  in  their  own  country,  but  were  the  cruel 
aijents  of  foreign  force  or  foreign  seduction.  The  ori- 
gin  of  nobles  in  every  country  is  the  same  ; but  time 
and  revolutions  have  concealed  their  hatelul  origin* 

Q.  What  inconvenience  do  Irishmen  find  by  ths- 
privileged  orders? 
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A.  AVe  have  manifold  complaints  against  the  unna- 
tural institution  : they  are  an  association  in  alliance 
with  the  common  enemy.  They  consider  the  people 
as  an  inferior  and  degraded  mass,  only  made  for  their 
amusement  or  convenience,  to  dig,  plow,  or  enlist, 
whenever  the  tyrant’s  amusement  or  ambition  is  the 
mode.  They  influence  the  whole  race  of  land-holders, 
who  are  their  creatures  or  admirers,  whose  conduct, 
honour  and  religion,  is  regulated  by  an  uniform  com- 
pliance, that  will  promise  a hope  of  arriving  at  the 
rank  and  emoluments  that  are  at  the  disposal  of  the 
plunderers  of  the  people. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  an  equality  of  property  as  a part 
of  your  system  ? 

A.  By  no  means;  ’tis  too  absurd  to  imagine:  I mean 
only  an  equality  of  rights,  that  is,  that  every  man  is 
eligible  to  public  employment,  whose  honesty  and 
abilities  are  approved  of  by  his  countrymen  ; that  no 
man  should  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  by 
any  others,  of  supposed  superiority  of  rank;  that  every 
man,  however  rich,  however  connected,  should  be  as 
amenable  to  the  laws  and  as  subject  to  punishment  as 
the  meanest ; that  labour,  honesty,  and  public  vir- 
tue should  be  protected,  and  should  be  the  tests  of 
superiority. 

Q.  What  good  could  a fair  division  of  the  land  be  to 
Ireland  ? 
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A.  As  the  laiifl  and  its  produce  was  Intended  for  the 
use  of  man,  it  is  unfair  for  fifty  or  an  hundred  men 
to  possess  what  is  for  the  subsistence  of  near  five  mil- 
lions : it  exposes  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  every 
want  and  every  misery.  It  is  a blasphemy  to  say  the 
present  land-holders  in  Ireland  are  to  be  the  “ lords 
of  the  soil.”  The  Almighty  intended  all  mankind  to 
lord  the  soil.  As  man  cannot,  in  the  present  improv- 
ed manners  of  life,  do  without  shoes,  clothes,  or  food, 
which  are  produced  from  the  grass  and  corn,  surely  it 
is  unfair  that  one  or  one  hundred  should  hold  in  their 
hands  those  necessaries  which  none  ought  to  want;  it 
is  not  possible  that  God  can  be  pleased  to  see  a whole 
nation  depending  on  the  caprico  and  pride  of  a small 
faction,  who^can  deny  the  common  property  in  the 
land  to  his  people,  or  at  least  tell  them,  how  much 
they  shall  eat,  and,  what  kind;  and  how  much  they 
shall  wear,  and  what  kind.  As  we  every  day  expe- 
rience from  the  hands  of  these  cruel  usurpers,  who 
have  formed  themselves  into  a corporation  of  law- 
makers, and  are  constantly  exporting  our  provisions, 
or  curtailing  its  growth,  on  the  horrid  policy  of  pre- 
serving subordination,  by  degrading  our  characters, 
and  forcing  on  us  every  servile  occu|»ation  to  earn  a 
scanty  livelihood  in  a country  capable  of  the  greatest 
plenty. 

Q.  How  would  you  alter  the  property  in  land,  and 
preserve  the  country  from  anarchy? 

A.  By  dividing  the  ancient  estates  among  the  de- 
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scendant  of  those  Irish  farailies,  who  were  pillaged  by 
English  invaders,  giving  to  every  person  without  ex- 
ceptibn,  a competent  share  to  enable  him  or  her  to  get 
a comfortable  livelihood;  this  provision  not  to  extend 
to  any  person  w’ho  impeded  the  deliverance  of  the 
country  by  cowardice  or  treachery.  The  remainder 
to  be  sold  by  public  cant,  and  the  money  applied  to 
paying  off  the  debts  contracted  by  the  former  confede- 
racy, and  for  rewarding  the  citizens  who  fought  for 
their  country,  and  providing  for  their  wives  and  mo- 
thers, and  giving  education  to  their  children  and  in- 
fant relations, 

Q.  What  is  your  view  by  wishing  to  abolish  religi- 
ous establishments  ? 

A.  To  eradicate  every  reason  of  jealousy  and  dis- 
trust, to  ease  the  nation  of  a useless  and  weighty  body, 
formed  of  hypocrites  and  cheats. 

Q.  How  would  this  provide  against  jealousy  and  dis- 
trust ? 

A.  As  every  man  has  a right  to  make  use  of  any 
form  of  worship  he  thinks  most  acceptable  to  his  Crea- 
tor, it  is  unfair  to  tax  him  for  the  maintenance  of  an 
order  he  does  not  acknowledge,  and  cannot  approve 
of.  It  is  unjust  to  take  his  property,  his  corn,  his 
cattle,  his  hay  and  potatoes,  to  maintain  a man  he 
can  do  without,  or  perhaps  abhors.  The  system  of 
tythes  forces  a man’s  property  from  his  family,  to  ap- 
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ply  it  to  the  use  of  a disorderly  idler,  or  useless  fool, 
protected  by  power,  often  uniting  every  vice  that  dis- 
figures society,  under  the  specious  cloke  of  religion. 
By  leaving  every  minister  of  religion  on  the  bounty  of 
his  hearers,  you  generally  find  the  people  choose  men 
of  education  and  morals,  as  objects  of  their  esteem. 
If  there  were  no  other  advantages  than  that  of  adding 
the  church  lands  to  the  national  stock,  and  relieving 
the  people  from  tythes,  it  would  be  of  sufficient  utility 
to  abolish  church  establishments. 

Q.  Let  me  hear  your  reasons  for,  a representative 
government  ? 

A.  By  giving  a power  of  Aoting  to  every  man  who 
has  not  forfeited  his  right  by  any  erime,  you  create 
such  an  Immense  number  of  electors,  that  no  candi- 
date can  ever  purchase  their  suffrage. 

Q.  Would  that  be  sufficient  to  promote  your  plan  ? 

A.  No  : I mention  it  as  the  first  tow^ards  true  repre- 
sentation : besides  ibe  justice  of  universal  suffrage, 
it  has  that  beauty  which  must  make  every  man  its 
advocate, 

Q.  How  would  the  poor  see  the  advantage  of  it  r 

A,  As  every  man,  in  a free  state,  votes  to  secure  liis 
liberty  and  property  : the  poor  man  has  but  h.s  labour, 
yet  it  is  to  him  a property  : he  should  have  represen- 
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tatives,  who  would  be  careful  of  the  value  of  labour, 
and  watch,  with  a vigilant  eye,  the  different  and  com*, 
bining  circumstances  occurring  in  legislative  assem- 
blies, lest  the  labour  or  employments  of  the  artizan  or 
husbandman  should  be  made  uncertain  or  unfashion- 
able. 

Q.  Should  there  be  any  qualification  for  a represen- 
tative ? 

A.  None  ‘but  honesty  and  abilities  ; as  every  man 
should  be  eligible. 

Q.  Might  not  a representative  betray  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  and  be  an  accomplice  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  country  ? 

A.  By  limiting  the  existence  of  representative  assem- 
blies, to  the  period  of  one  or  two  years,  the  people  have 
a frequent  check  on  the  conduct  of  their  representa- 
tives, and  should  any  displet^se  by  ignorant  or  trea- 
cherous conduct,  he  could  be  replaced;  by  that 
means  corruption  or  tyranny  could  be  prevented,  as 
near  as  human  wisdom  can  devise. 

Q.  Were  we  to  regain  our  freedom,  would  not  the 
powder  of  England- be  dangerous  to  our  existence  as  a 
free  state  ? 

A.  By  no  means.  As  power  principally  consists  in 
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population,  her  population  cannot  be  so  formidable 
as  to  hazard  our  safety, 

Q,  Why,  she  has  a more  numerous  people? 

A.  She  has,  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  about 
seven  millions,  we  have  near  live,  she  could  not  send 
her  seven  millions  on  an  invasion  ; though  we  could 
fight  our  whole  population  against  the  redundancy  of 
hers,  as  we  could  be  on  the  defensive. 

Q.  But  she  has  a navy  ? 

^ A.  Her  navy  could  make  little  impression.on  Ire- 
land ; a navy  may  cover  a debarkation  of  troops,  and 
support  them  while  within  the  reach  of  the  ships  guns; 
but  after  that,  any  number  of  troops,  however  well 
appointed,  though  all  the  navies  of  Europe  were  em- 
ployed in  conveying  them,  would  be  a very  insufficient 
force  to  conquer  the  united  people  of  Ireland,  fight- 
ing for  a valuable  country,  and  a more  valuable  inde- 
pendence» 

Q.  Would  not  the  navy  of  England  destroy  our 
trade  ? 

A.  We  have  no  trade,  nor  have  we  foreign  posses- 
sions, so  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  on  that  ac- 
count. 
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Q.  Would  not  blocking  up  our  ports  be  some  in- 
convenience ? 


A.  None;  as  our  miserable  and  confined  comineiTe 

ft 

is  calculated  rather  to  injure  the  poor,  the  suppressing 
of  it  would  be  beneficial  in  a state  of  hostility  ; our 
exports  are  necessaries  of  life,  taken  from  them  who- 
labour?  and  our  imports  luxuries  to  pamper  the  idle. 
Were  the  corn,  cattle,  anti  butter,  kept  at  home,  and 
wines,  teas,  sugar  and  tobacco,  kept  away,  we  need 
not  be  much  alarmed  at  the  naval  consequence  of 
England. 

Q.  How  shall  we  arrive  at  the  blessings  so  certaiu 
from  independence? 

A,  By  a union  of  all  the  people. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  privileged  orders  in  this  union  ?■ 

A.  No:  were  we  to  wait  their  concurrence,  our  de- 
livery would  be  as  distant  as  the  general  death  of 
nature. 

Q,  Who  do  you  mean  should  compose  this  favourite 
object? 

A.  Every  man  that  is  oppressed,  every  man  that 
labours,  every  honest  man  of  every  religion,  every 
man  who  loves,  and  whose  love  of  his  country  raises 
the  human  mind  above  other  trifling  distinctions,  and 
loses  the  petty  idea  of  sects,  in  the  name  of  Irishman. 
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I^ames  of  the  Members  of  the  Court-martial  on  Sir 
Edward  Crosbie, 

Major  Denis,  of  the  9th  dragoons,  president. 
Captain  Martin,  of  the  9th  dragoons,- 
Captain  Sherston,  32d  regiment. 

Captain  Buthin,  unattached. 

Lieutenant  Loftus,  9th  dragoons. 

Lieutenant  Roe,  Armagh  regiment. - 
Lieutenant  Best,  half  pay. 

Lieutenant  Higgins,  9th  dragoons. 

Lieutenant  Ogle,  Armagh  regiment. 

Lieutenant  Magrath,  North  Cork  regimenL- 
Lieutenant  Bagwell,  9th  dragoons. 

Ensign  Ellis,  Armagh  regiment. 

Cornet  Fleming,  9th  dragoons.. 

“ The  insults  offered  to  her,”  (lady  Crosbie,  widow 
of^sir  Edward)  “ after  his  death,  by  the  military, 
became  now  so  alarming,  that  these,  together  with  a 
midnight  visit  from  colonel  Mahon,  of  the  9th  dra- 
goons, and  a party  of  dragoons,  on  a frivolous'  pre- 
tence, after  what  had  befallen  her  lamented  husband, 
excited  in  her  no  unreasonable  apprehensions  for  her 
own  security ; and  she  was  obliged  at  length  literally 
to  fly  for  refuge  to  England.”— the  pamphlet ^ p,  9* 
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A)i  cxa*:t  copw  of  a letter  from  Alajor  IJeuis,  in  answer 
to  an  application  for  the  copp  of  the  minutes  of  Sir 
FAlward's  trial. 

3Iount-Mellick,  Feb.  1,  1800. 
“ MaJara — I have  been  hononred  with  your^etter, 
representing;  a conversation  I had  with  a lady  at  Har- 
rowgate,  respecting-  a transaction  which  occurred  dur- 
ing- tile  late  rebellion.  It  concerns  me  much  to  renew 
a subject,  which  I hoped  was  buried  in  oblivion.  But 
as  the  lady  has -thought  proper  to  mention  the  busi- 
ness, and  which  I thought  T was  only  speaking  in  con- 
fidence, I must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  on  her  repre- 
senting to  me,  that  reflection  had  been  cast  on  the 
proceedings  of  tlie  court-martial,  of  which  I was  a 
member,  in  vindication  I declared  my  sentiments, 
observing  I could  by  the  proceedings  prove  the  asser- 
tion I made.  The  lady  wdll,  I am  sure,  do  me  jus- 
tice to  recollect  what  my  sentiments  were: — that  I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  to  bring  forward  any  thing 
to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  of  the  family,  part  of  whom 
I had  been  acquainted  with  a long  time,  and  had  the 
highest  respect  for.  No  stranger  has  seen  from  me, 
since  the  unfortunate  time  1 allude  to,  any  copy.  I 
understand  applications  have  already  been  made  to 
my  superior  officers  for  such  a copy:  Lthink  myself 
unwarrantable  in  doing  so  at  present.  Any  thing  in 
my  power,  consistent  with  what  I conceive  proprlet}’, 
I would  do  to  serve  lady  Crosbie,  or  any  of  the  family  ; 
but  in  the  present  case,  I am  sure  she  will  excuse  me. 

“ I am,  madam,  yours,  &c,-&g. 

Hum.  Denis. 
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Count//  of  the  city\^  Geoi-ge  Lucas,  of  Browne’s- 
if  Dublin y to  wit.J  hill,  in  the  county  of  Carlow,, 
farmer,  late  shepherd  of  sir  Edward  ^yilliam  Crosbie, 
of  View-mount,  in  the  said  county,  inaketh  oath,, 
that  from  the  nature  of  this  the  deponent’s  employ- 
ment, he  was  constantly  about  the  house  and  demesne 
of  the  said  sir  Edward  William  Crosbie,  at  View- 
mount,  aforesaid,  and  from  thence,  and  from  his 
observations  of  the  conduct  of  the  said  sir  Edward 
W illiam  Crosbie,,  both  before  and  after  the  attack  of 
the  rebels  on  the  town  of  Carlow,  this  deponent  was 
enabled  to  give  very  material  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
said  sir  Edward  William  Crosbie  upon  his  trial,  for 
which  purpose  this  deponent  was  directed  to  attend  at 
the  place  of  trial  by  lady  Crosbie,  the  wife  of  the  said 
sir  Edward  William  Crosbie.  And  this  deponent 
saith,  he  has  reason  to  believe  that,  if  the  said  sir  Ed- 
ward Wdlliam  Crosbie  had  left  his  house  at  View- 
mount,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  attack  of 
Carlow  by  the  rebels,  and  had  gone,  or  attempted  to 
go,  into  the  town  oi  Carlow,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
any  information,  or  at  all,  the  family  and  property  of 
the  said  sir  Edward  William  would  have  been  destroy- 
ed by  the  rebels,  who  were  in  full  force  about  the  said 
town  of  Carlow,  This  deponent  saith,  that  he  accor- 
dingly attended  on  the  2d  and  4th  days  of  June,  at 
the  barrack  gate  in  the  town  of  Carlow,  to  give  evi- 
dence upon  the  said  trial ,"  and  saith,  that  on  the  4th 
day  of  June  this  deponent  was  called  upon  to  go  into 
the  court,  and  to  give  evidence  for  the  said  sir  Edward 
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William,  by  Robert  Kirwan,  gaoler  of  Carlow,  wKo' 
was  the  person  (as  this  deponent  heard  and  believes) 
instructed  by  the  said  sir  Edward  William  to  call  for" 
his  witnesses ; and- this  deponent  thereupon  went  for- 
ward, and  attempted  to  go  into  the  barrack-yard,  fot 
the  purpose  of  giving  his  evidence  before  the  said' 
court,  upon  the  trial  of  the  said  sir  Edward  William 
Crosbie,.  which  was  then  going  on.  And  this  depo— 
neiit  saith,  that  upon  his  attempting  to  go  forward, 
for  that  purpose,  the  sentinel  then  on  guard  presented 
his  bayonet  against  this  deponent,  and  refused  him 
entrance,  and  said  deponent  should  not  go  in,  though' 
he  was  informed,  upon  this  deponent  being  so  called,. 
that  he  attended  as  a witness  upon  the  said  trial.  And" 
this  deponent  saith,  that  Mary  Hutchinson,  and  other' 
material  witnesses,  who  attended  to  give  evidence 
upon  the  said  trial,  in  favour  of  the  said  sir  Edward 
William  Crosbie,  were  refused  admittance  in  the  like- 
manner.  And  this  deponent  saith,  that  he  is,  aiid 
always  was,  a protestant  of  the  church  of  Ireland,  as- 
by  law  esmblished,  and  saith,  he  never  was  concerned 
in  the  said  rebellion,  or  in  any  act  in  favour  th^eof;' 
and  was  always  a true  and  faithful  subject  to  the  pre- 
sent established' government.  And  this  deponent  fur- 
ther saith,  that  this  affidavit  is  made  at  the  special 
instance  and  request  of  the  saidMady  Crosbie. 

George  Lucas.. 

Sw  on>  before  me,  Dec.  25,  1 800.. 

John'Carleton. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  to  Mrs  Boissier, 
from  the  Rev,  Robert  Robinson ; dated  Tullow, 
January  30,  1799* 

“ Your  letter  foirnd  me  in  a lar^e  and  c^ay  com- 
pany, and  tile  rev  ulsion  it  occasioned  had  such  an 
effect  on  me,  as  I shall  not  attempt  to  describe,  but 
which  no  friend  of  sir  Edward  Crosbie  need  be  ashamed 
to  avow  ; and  that  I was  such  is  my  boast  and  my 
pride,  notvvithstandinj^  the  rash  and  fatal  sentence 
which  deprived  him  of  life.  No  difference  of  opinion 
could  ever  loosen  the  bonds  of  amity  between  him  and’ 
me,  or  cool  our  affection ; and  as  to  party  spirit,  al- 
though I profess  myself  as  loyal  a subject  as  any  in  his 
majesty’s  dominions,  and  sincerely  abhor  the  rebel- 
lion,  which  has  of  late  distracted  this  unhappy  coun- 
try, yet  I should  be  sorry  to  consider  myself  as  a par- 
tizan.  I knew  sir  Edward’s  political  sentiments  well,, 
and  do  solemnly  declare,  that  he  never,  to  my  recol- 
lection, uttered  a word  of  treasonable  tendency ; and 
with  me  he  was  ever  unreserved.  Would  to  God  he 
had  been  less  so  to  others ! I will  tell  you  the  two 
grand  points  on  which  he  was  most  warm.  One  was, 
that  he  thought  this  kingdom  governed  by  England 
rather  as  a colony  than  a fed'eral  state.  The  other 
was,  that  his  noble  heart  spurned  at  the  hauteur  and 
oppression  of  the  great  and  rich  toward  the  poor  and 
lowly.  On  these  topics  he  always  expressed  himself 
with  ardour,  and  often  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
felt  themselves  galled;  and  this  attached  to  him  the 
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character  of  disaffected  and  republican.  But  I wilt 
g^ive  you  a strong  proof  that  he  was  not  so:  the  morn- 
ing that  he  fought  young  Burton  (of  which  no  doubt 
you  heard)  I was  saying  to  him,  that  I much  feared 
the  duel  would  be  imputed  to  politics,  as  I knew  he 
had  the  name  of  being  a republican.  His  reply  was,- 
“ If  such  be  the  character  they  give  me,  it  is  most 
undeserved;  and  I call  upon  you  as  my  fViendr  if  1 
fall,  to  clear  my  memory  from  so  unfounded  a charge, 
as  I am  a steady  friend  to  the  constitution  of  king, 
IcV'ds,  and  commons,  with  a parliamentary  reform, 
striking  off  the  rotten  boroughs,”  These  sentiments, 
uttered  on  such  an  occasion,  by  a man  whom,  in  a 
long  course  of  most  intimate  acquaintance,  I never 
knew  guilty  of  the  minutest  falsehood,  must  be  ad- 
mitted as  the  genuine  effusions  of  his  heart;  and  that 
he  did  so  express  himself  to  me,  I declare  on  the  word 
of  a Christian  clergyman.  AVas  he  then  a republican? 
No.  His  own  declaration  a little  before  he  suffered, 
and  which  T read  in  his  own  hand  writing,  clears  him 
from  the  imputation  of  being  a member  of  any  trea-- 
gonable  society.’^ 
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No.  V.— VoL.  ir.  p.  5. 

«Y  ORDER  OF  THE  REBEL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COUNTY 
OF  WEXFORD. 

Oaths  to  he  taken  by  ail  the  united  army,  in  the  most 
jmblic  and  solemn-manner. 

OATH  OF  A PRIVATE. 

I,  A.  B.  do  soleirinly  and  sincerely  swear,  and  take 
God  and  his  only  son  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  witness, 
that  1 will  at  all  times  be  obedient  to  the  commands 
of  my  officers  ; that  T am  ready  to  lay  down  my  life, 
for  the  good  of  my  country  ; that  I have  an  aversion 
to  plunder,  and  to  the  spilling  of  innocent  Idood ; 
that  1 will  fight  courageously  in  the  field,  and  shew 
mercy  where  it  can  be  given  : that  I will  avoid  drun- 
kenness, tending  to  disorder  and  ruin  ; that  I will  en- 
deavour to  make  as  many  friends,  and  as  few  enemies 
as  possible  ; that  above  all,  I detest  a coward,  and 
that  I will  look  upon  him  as  an  enemy  who  will  stand 
back  in  the  time  of  battle. 

' So  help  me  God. 

OATH  OF  AN  OFFICER. 

In  the  awful  pi'esence  of  God,  who  knows  the  heart 
and  thoughts  of  all  men,  and  calling  my  country  to 
witness,  I,  A.  B.  officer  in,  &c.  do  solemnly  swear. 
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that  I clo  not  consider  my  life  my  own,  when  my 
ooantrj’^  demands  it : that  I consider  the  present  mo- 
ment calls  fora  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  that  sentiment, 
and  l am  ready  and  desirous  to  stand  the  test ; and  do 
aver,  that  I am  determined  to  die,  or  lead  to  victory  ; 
and  that  all  my  actions  shall  be  directed  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  common  cause,  uninfluenced  by  any  in- 
ferior motive  : and  I further  declare  my_utter  aversion 
to  all  alarmists,  union-breakers,  and  a coward,  and 
my  respect  and  obedience  to  the  commands  of  supe- 
Tior  ofliccrs.  • - 

So  help  me  God^ 

Done  at  tlic  council  cliambcr, 

Wexford,  .Tunc  the  14th,  1793. 

By  order  of  the  council, 

B.  B.  Harvey,  president, 
Nicholas  Gray,  secretary. 


By  the  virtuous  voice  of  the  people,  we  whose  names 
me  here  under  written,  do  appoint  our  trusty  and 
well-beloved  brother,  William  Fielding  Costello, 
to  command  our  artillery,  and  commissary  of  our 
stores  ; and  we  trust  this  will  be  noticed  by  all  whom 
it  may  concern.  Given  under  our  hands  at  camp  at 
Limerick-hill,  this  thirteenth  day  of  June,  1798. 


[A  copy.] 


Edw  ard  Kyan, 
John  Hay. 
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ERIN  GO  BRAGH  ! 

Proclamation  of  the  people  of  the  county  of  Wexford. 

"Whereas  it  stands  manifestly  notorious,  that  James 
Boyd,  Havvtrey  White,  Hunter  Gowan,  and  Archibald 
Hamilton  Jacob,  late  magistrates  of  this  county,  have 
committed  the  most  horrid  acts  of  cruelty,  violence, 
and  oppression,  against  our  peaceable  and  well-atiect- 
ed  countrymen: 

Now'  we,  the  people,  associated  and  united  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  our  just  rights,  and  being  deter- 
mined to  protect  the  persons  and  properties  of  those  of 
ail  religious  persuasions  who  have  not  oppressed  us, 
and  are  willing,  with  heart  and  hand,  to  join  our  glo- 
rious cause,  as  well  as  to  shew  our  marked  vlisanpro- 
bation  and  horror  of  the  crimes  of  the  above  delin- 
quents, do  call  on  our  countrymen  at  large,  to  use 
every  exertion  in  their  power  to  apprehend  the  bodies 
of  the  aforesaid  James  Boyd,  Mawtrey  White,  Hun- 
ter Gowan,  and  Archibald  Htimilton  Jacob,  and  to 
secure  and  convey  them  to  the  gaol  of  Wexford,  to  be 
brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  people.  Done  at 
Wexford,  this  ninth  day  of  June,  1798. 


Gg 


VoL.  II. 


God  save  the  People. 
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To  all  Irishmen  and  soldiers,  ivho  wish  to  join  their 
hrethren  in  arms,  assembled  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  their  rights  and  liberties,  these  few  lines  are 
addressed. 

We,  the  honest  patriots  of  our  country,  do  most 
earnestly  intreat  and  invite  you  to  join  your  natural 
Irish  standard.  This  is  the  time  for  Irishmen  to  shew  • 
their  zeal  for  their  country’s  good,  the  good  of  their 
posterity,  and  the  natural  rights  and  liberties  of  Ire- 
land. Repair  then  to  the  camps  of  liberty,  where  you 
will  be  generously  received,  and  amply  rewarded.  We 
know  your  hearts  are  with  us  ; and  all  you  want  is  an 
opportunity  to  desert  those  tyrants  who  wish  to  keep 
you  as  the  sn])port  of  their  oppressive  and  hellish 
schemes,  to  enslave  our  country.  Done  at  Wexford 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  fourteenth 
June,  1798. 

God  save  the  People, 


No.  VL— VoL.  II.  p.  52. 


MASSACRE  AT  SCULLABOGUE. 

Coxmty  of  the  city  of\  The  information  of  William 
Dublin,  to  wit,  J Fleming,  of  Taghmdn,  in  the 
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county  of  Wexford,  yeoman,  who  being  duly  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangalists,  maketh  oath,  and  saith. 
That  he,  this  informant,  was  a yeoman  in  the  Tagh- 
mon  cavalry,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels  at  Kil- 
burn,  near  Taghmon,  aforesaid,  on  Thursday,  the 
thirty-first  day  of  May  last,  by  a man  of  the  name  of 
Brien,  who  was  a captain  of  said  rebels  ; and  that  said 
Brien  asked  informant,  whether  he  wonld  be  baptiz- 
ed ? on  which  informant  replied,  that  he  was  baptized 
before,  and  that  he  did  not  think  a second  baptism 
necessary.  Informant  saith,  that  said  Brien  asked 
him,  whether  he  knew  that  this  was  a religious  war  ? 
to  which  informant  replied,  he  did  not ; on  which  said 
Brien  told  informant  that  no  person  would  he  suffered 
to  live  but  he  that  was  a true  Roman  catholic.  Infor- 
mant saith,  that  said  Brien,  thereon,  cocked  his  gun, 
presented  it  at  informant’s  breast,  and  declared  he 
would  shoot  informant,  as  he  did  another  orange  ras- 
cal at  the  camp  of  Taghmon  aforesaid  ; but  that  ano- 
ther of  said  rebels  told  said  Brien,  that  he  had  no  right 
or  authority  to  shoot  him,  unless  it  was  done  at  the 
camp.  That  informant  was  conducted  to  the  said 
camp,  in  the  midst  of  a great  crowd  of  rebels^  who 
cried  out  aloud.  Which  is  the  orange  rascal  that  is  to 
be  shot  ? Informant  saith,  that  his  life  was  saved  that 
evening,  by  the  interference,  as  informant  verily  be- 
lieves, of  Mr  William  Devereux,  a Roman  catholic 
gentleman,  of  Taghmon  aforesaid,  who  was  a captain 
of  said  rebels.  That  the  guards  who  were  placed  over 
him  that  night,  having  a knowledge  of,  and  a regard 
for  informant,  gave  him  his  liberty,  or.  which  he  re- 
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paired  to  a furze  brake,  where  informant  lay  concealed 
for  two  days  and  two  nights.  Informant  saith,  lie  was 
advised  by  a friend  to  return  to  the  said  town  ofTagh- 
mon,  as  the  rebel  camp  had  marched  to  Carrickbyrne, 
and  which  Informant  did  on  the  second  day  of  June,  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection.  That  some  days  after,  on 
or  about  the  third  day  of  June,  he  was  ordered  to  re- 
pair to  the  camp  of  Carrickbyrne,  in  said  county,, 
which  informant  did  from  motives  of  fear.  Informant 
saith,  he  was  compelled  to  march  with  said  rebels,  on 
the  fourth  of  June,  to  a camp  at  Corbet-hill,  within 
a mile  of  New  Ross,  in  said  county,  where  the  rebel 
officers  fixed  their  head-quarters,  at  the  house  of  one 
JNIurphy  ; that  when  he  was  returning  thence,  after 
the  battle  of  Ross,  he,  this  said  informant,  was  taken 
prisoner  by  a body  of  rebels,  at  the  bridge  of  Ballyna- 
bola,  in  said  county.  Inforrriant  saith,  that  one  of 
the  said  rebels  told  him,  that  he  had  just  put  an  end 
to  an  orange  rascal,  of  the  name  of  Byron  ; and  infor- 
mant saith,  he  saw,  lying  in  a ditch  at  Ballynabola 
aforesaid,  John  Byron,  a protestant  inhabitant  of  the 
parish  of  Taghmon  aforesaid,  wilii  whom  informant 
was  well  acc[uainted  ; and  that  said  Byron  w'as  grie- 
vously wounded,  and  covered  v.'ilh  blood,  and  on  the 
point  of  expiring.  Informant  saith,  that  said  rebels 
called  informant  an  orange  rascal,  and  threatened  to 
^erve  him  as  they  did  Byron  ; and  informant  saith,  he 
is  convinced  in  his  mind,  that  the  said  rebels  would 
have  put  him  to  death,  but  that  he  produced  a pass 
which  he  had  obtained  from  Brien  Murphy,  a priest 
of  Taghmon,  and  that  said  pass  saved  the  life  of  infer- 
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niant.  That  said  rebels  had  a custom  of  warning  the 
inliabitants  of  each  towuland  to  attend  their  army, 
under  pain  of  death,  in  case  of  disobedience  ; and  that 
informant  was  compelled  by  such  warning,  to  attend 
a rebel  camp  at  Slievekelta,  sometime  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  where  the  said  rebels  were  on  the  point 
of  trying  him  for  being  an  orangeman  ; but  that  infor- 
mant w as  relieved  by  the  kind  interference  of  Mr  John 
Devereux,  of  Taghmon,  Informant  saith,  that  fa- 
ther Roche,  a priest,  and  who  was  commander  in 
chief  of  said  camp,  preached  a sermon,  or  exhortation, 
to  the  rebels  therein,  of  the  followins:  tenor  : “ That 
they  were  fighting  for  their  religion,  their  liberty,  and 
the  rights  of  their  ancestors,  and  that  they  muat  per- 
severe, That  they  should  examine  their  ranks,  and 
if  they  found  any  orangemen,  or  disaffected  men 
among  them,  to  extirpate  them,  as  they  could ‘not 
prosper  or  thrive  while  they  had  such  among  them.” 
Informant  saith,  he  was  again*  taken  prisoner  by  a 
body  of  the  said  rebels,  at  Kiiburn  mountain  aforesaid, 
on  the  nineteen  of  June,  and  compelled  to  repair  to 
the  Three-rock  camp,  near  Wexford,  where  many 
thousands  of  the  rebels  were  assembled  and  arrayed 
for  the  purpose  of  marehing  next  day  to  fight  the  king’s 
troops,  at  Foulkes’s  mill  in  said  county  : and  that 
the  said  camp  was  commanded  by  generals  Bagenal 
Harvey  and  father  Roche,  a priest.  That  the  said  re- 
bels, in  said  camp,  marched  on  the  twentieth  of  June, 
to  Foulkes’s  mill  aforesaid,  where  they  fought,  and 
were  defeated  by  his  majesty’s  forces.  That  the  said 
rebels  returned  on  one  night  of  the  twentieth  of  June^ 
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to  the  said  camp,  at  Three-rock  hill  aforesaid,  and 
that  the  next  day,  on  the  approacli  of  the  king’s 
troops,  the  said  rebels  fled  in  different  directions,  some 
towards  Wexford,  and  others  towards  the  barony  of 
Forth,  in  said  county.  Informant  saith,  that  a l)arn 
at  Scullabogne,  in  said  county,  having  a great  num- 
ber of  protestants  in  it,  was  consumed  on  the  fifth 
day  of  June  ; and  that  informant  went  to  said  barn  on 
the  seventh  day  of  said  month,  to  look  for  the  body  of 
one  Robert  Cooke,  a friend,  who  perished  therein, 
for  the  purpose  of  interring  it ; but  informant  saith, 
he  could  not  distinguish  one  body  from  another,  from 
the  injuries  the  said  bodies  sustained  from  the  fire. 
That  some  of  said  bodies  were  entir«ely  consumed,  that 
the  heads  and  limbs  of  others  were  also  consumed,  but 
the  bodies  remained  entire,  and  very  much  discolour- 
ed. That  the  features  of  such  persons  as  were  not  con- 
sumed, were  so  black  and  so  discoloured,  that  he 
could  not  distinguish  one  from  the  other.  That  the 
bowels  of  some  of  the  said  bodies  lay  exposed  on  the 
floor.  That  some  of  the  said  bodies  lay  against  the 
wall,  as  if  in  the  act  of  praying.  That  a heap  of  the 
said  bodies  lay  near  the  door  of  said  barn,  to  which 
they  flocked,  as  informant  verily  believes,  for  the 
sake  of  fresh  air,  to  prevent  suffocation.  Informant 
saith,  that  he  found  a guard  of  rebels  at  said  barn, 
and  that  one  of  the  said  rebels  told  informant,  and 
some  others  who  were  with  informant,  and  seemingly 
w ith  much  joy  and  pleasure,  that  he,  the  said  rebel, 
had  been  assisting  in  burning  said  barn,  and  in  shoot- 
ing a number  of  protcstant  prisoners,  who  were  bu- 
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ried  in  the  gripe  of  a ditch,  wKich  said  rebel  shewed, 
with  much  seeming  satisfaction,  to  informant,  and 
those  u 1)0  accompanied  him.  Informant  saith,  that 
said  rebel  informed  him,  that  one  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine persons  were  consumed  in  said  barn,  or  shot 
at  Scullabogue  aforesaid,  and  that  said  rebel  turned 
to  one  of  his  comrades,  and  said,  the  number  wanted 
one  of  t>vo  liund)cd  ; and  that  said  rebel  told  infor- 
mant, that  a man  with  a p)ke  had  been  at  said  barn, 
turning  up  and  examingthe  bodies  therein,  formoney 
and  watches,  which  informant  verily  V)elieves  to  be 
true,  as  the  said  bodies  showed  evident  marks  of  hav- 
ing been  stirred,  and  as  the  bowels  of  some  of  the' said 
bodies  lay  exposed  on  the  ground. 

AVilliam  Fleming. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  20th  day 
of  September,  179S. 
WlLLOLuHliY  LiGHTBURNE. 


JRedmond  Mitchell's  Trial, 

On  the  trial  of  Redmond  Mitchell,  alias  Miskelly, 
held  at  AVexford,  the  18th  of  June,  1799»  it  appear- 
ed, that  he  was  active  among  the  rebels  at  Sculla- 
bogue, in  murdering  the  loyalists,  being  armed  with  a 
firelock,  with  the  butt  end  of  which  he  was  knocking 
and  battering  such  of  the  prisoners  as  were  expiring 
at  the  front  of  the  dw'elling-house.  lie  had  a pair  of 
new  boots  on,  which  were  much  bespattered  with 
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blood,  which,  and  a watch,  he  obtained  from  Loftus 
Frizzel,  a prisoner  in  the  dwelling-house,  who,  and 
Kichard  Grandy,  were  the  only  prisoners  that  made 
their  escape.  He  was  so  much  admired  by  the  rebels, 
for  his  sanguinary  and  ftirocious  disposition,  that  they 
called  him  the  true-born  Romans 

He  gave  Mr  Frizzel  his  shoes  on  getting  his  boots. 
Mr  Frizzel  gave  Mitchell  his  watch  and  boots,  hoping 
that  he  would  save  his  life,  which  he  did,  and  con- 
veyed him  to  the  rebel  camp  at  Carrickbyrne. 

/ 

That  numbers  were  trying  to  set  the  barn  on  fire,, 
which  was  difficult,  as  the  walls  were  high;  that  a- 
number  of  rebels  in  front  were  piking  and  firing  on 
the  prisoners,  who  drew  in  the  door  to  protect  them- 
selves ; that  they  put  a bundle  of  lighted  straw  in  at 
the  door,  which  set  fire  to  the  barn,  which  fire  they 
kept  up  till  the  prisoners  were  destroyed  ; but  many: 
were  shot  dead  before.. 


Trial  of  Matthew  Furlong, 

On  the  trial  of  Matthew  Furlong,  at  Wexford,  in 
September,  1799,  Robert  Mills  swore,  that  he  was 
at  Scullabogue,  and  was  ordered  to  stand  guard  over 
the  loyalists  who  were  in  the  barn.  That  all  the  orders 
to  burn  the  barn  were  resisted,  till  three  men  arrived 
and  said,  that  a certain  priest  had  given  orders  that 
the  prisoners  should  be  put  to  death;  on  which  the 
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rebels  all  set  about  the  murders,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  say  who  was  most  active.  Orders  were  <^iven  to  put 
any  man  to  death  who  should  quit  his  ])Ost  at  the 
barn.  A man  ordered  the  witness  to  guard  the  door, 
and  not  let  the  loyalists  out.  The  roof  w as  on  fire, 
and  the  loyalists  were  trying  to  force  open  the  door  to 
effect  their  escape,  but  were  prevented  by  the  rebels, 
of  wdiotn  the  prisoner  w'as  one  ; and  he  made  several 
stabs  of  his  pike  at  tliose  who  endeavoured  to  get  out, 
particularly  a woman,  and  on  striking  her  he  bent  his 
pike.  He  afterwards  went  to  the  forge  of  Scullabogue, 
and  straightened  his  pike  there.  Patrick  Kerrivan 
swore,  lliat  the  prisoner,  in  assisting  the  rebels  to 
burn  the  barn,  lifted  up  the  thatch  with  his  pike,  that 
others  might  put  faggots  under  it,  and  that  he  called 
for  more  straw.  That  he  saw  him  strike  with  a spear 
a man  who  was  endeavouring  to  make  his  escape. 

On  the  trial  of  Michael  Murphy,  at  Wexford,  on 
the  14th  of  September,  1799>  it  appeared,  that  lie 
was  raising  the  thatch  of  the  barn  for  the  admission  of 
fire,  and  that  he  was  followed  by  persons  with  lighted 
bushes,  who  were  putting  them  into  the  apertures 
which  he  had  made.  That  he  and  IMatthew  Furlong, 
Avho  were  guards  at  the  door,  speared  a man  w ho  was 
endeavouring  to  make  his  escape.  That  the  prisoner 
put  his  pike  under  the  thatch  to  make  it  blaze.  That 
he  and  Furlong  went  afterwards  to  the  forge,  which 
was  near,  to  shaiqien  iiis  j)ike ; and  on  being  asked, 
whether  they  were  all  dead?  the  prisoner  replied, 
“ ril  engage  they  are  all  settled.” 
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'September  27tb,  1799>  on  the  trial  of  Matthew 
Revel,  it  appeared,  tliat  one  gang  of  assassins,  com- 
ing from  Tintern  with  a drove  of  protestants,  met 
another  at  some  distance  from  Scullabogue,  with  Mr 
Milward  Giflfard  and  John  Moran  in  their  custody^ 
and  that  the  two  parties  joining,  went  to  Scullabogue 
together,  and  committed  the  prisoners  to  the  barn. 

On  the  trial  of  Patrick  Furlong,  at  M'exford,  on 
the  twelfth  of  September,  1799>  for  being  concerned 
in  the  massacre  dt  Scullabogue,  it  was  proved,  that 
the  messenger  who  conveyed  orders  to  captain  Murphy 
to  put  the  prisoners  to  death,  said  they  were  sent  by 
father  Murphy,  which  corresponds  with  the  following 
affidavit  of  Michael  Asking. 


Count  1/ of  IVex^ord,  \ Michael  Askins,  having 
to  wit,  j been  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 

Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith.  That  on  the  fifth  of 
June,  he  was  forced  to  join  a party  of  rebels,  and  pro- 
ceed towards  Ross  ; that  when  the  party  got  within 
three  miles  of  Ross,  they  met  a man  riding  very  fast,, 
who  seemed  by  bis  dress,  to  be  a priest.  That  this 
man  cried  out,  we  are  defeated,  Bagenal  Harvey 
has  ruined  us  ; I will  go  to  Scullabogue  and  destroy 
every  soul  in  it.  Deponent  saith,  that  the  party  he 
was  with  said,  he  was  the  stoutest  priest  in  Ireland, 
father  Murphy  of  Taghmon.  That  soon  after  depo- 
nent and  the  party  retreated  to  Scullabogue,  where 
they  sav/  thirty-nine  bodies  dead  before  the  door,  and 
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the  barn  burned,  and  the  roof  fallen  in.  Deponent 
heard  thatone  hundred  and  fifty  persons  were  destroyed 
in  the  barn,  amongst  whom  were  twenty-eight  women 
and  fifteen  children  ; and  deponent  says,  he  heard  the 
same  from  numbers  who  were  there,  and  he  verily  be- 
lieves the  numbers  were  rather  more, 

his 

Michael  X Askins, 
mark. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  ISth  day 
of  January,  1799. 

John  H.  Lyster. 


Feathard  and  Scullahogue, 

On  Saturday  the  26th  of  May,  a band  of  assasins, 
roaming  the  country  in  quest  of  loyalists,  and  headed 
by  Michael  Devereux  and  Joshua  Colfer,  entered  the 
town  of  Feathard,  about  eleven  miles  from  Sculla- 
, bogue,  and  seized  William  Jordan  and  James  Tweedy, 
both  protestants,  and  conveyed  them  d:o  the  barn 
where  they  were  burnt ; the  former  was  servant  to  the 
rev,  Mr  Kennedy,  rector  of  Feathard,  who  had  fied 
and  narrowly  escaped  to  Duncanuon  fort.  Colfer  often 
regretted  that  he  had  not  that  orange  rogue,  Mr  Ken- 
nedy, to  put  him  to  death  ; he  exclaimed  very  much 
against  protestants,  and  said  they  deserved  to  be  pu- 
nished. Some  of  the  protestants  inhabitants  of  Fea- 
thard saved  their  lives  by  going  to  mass,  and  by  assum- 
ing the  semblance  of  sincere  conversion.  The  rev. 
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father  Doyle,  who  acted  with  humanity  towards  them, 
advised  them  to  do  so,  as  the  means  of  preserving 
their  lives.  William  Hurdis,  a witness  on  Golfer’s 
trial,  swore,  that  Patrick  Murphv,  one  of  the  gang 
of  assassins,  made  him  swear  to  be  true  to  the  catho- 
lic war.  These  fiicts  were  proved  on  the  trial  of  Joshua 
Golfer,  before  a court-martial,  held  at  Waterford  the 
3d  of  December,  1798,  by  order  of  general  Johnson. 
Golfer  had  been  malster  to  Mr  Glarke,  a brewer  of 
Feathard,  resided  there  constantly,  and  had  lived  on 
terms  of  intimacy  with  the  protestants. 

James  Murphy,  a witness  on  the  trial  of  Golfer, 
and  sen’ant  of  the  rev.  Air  Kennedy,  swore.  That  the 
prisoner  asked  him  whether  he  would  kill  his  master, 
and  declared  that  he  would  kill  him  if  he  would  not. 
He  said  also,  that  all  orange-men  should  be  killed. 

Philip  Glarke,  a protestant,  and  son  of  Mr  Glarke 
the  brewer,  who  employed  the  prisoner,  declared, 
that  he  (Golfer)  desired  him  and  his  brother  to  be 
christened  by  a priest,  and  sent  for  a popish  manual, 
to  have  him,  his  brother  and  sisters,  taught  their  cate- 
chism ; that,  his  brother  and  sisters,  and  other  prote- 
stants of  Feathard,  were  saved  merely  because  they 
were  considered  as  converted. 

Richard  Stewart,  a boy  of  nine  years  old,  and  bro- 
ther-in-law of  Tweedy,  followed  him  crying,  upon 
which  Golfer  threatened  him.  This  child  was  after- 
wards murtiered. 
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On  Saturday  the  2d  of  June,  another  band  of  as- 
sassins, headed  by  the  same  Michael  Devereux,  of 
Battletours,  arrived  there  and  swept  away  all  the  pro- 
stants  they  could  find.  It  fortunately  happened  that 
they  were  but  few  in  number,  as  most  of  them  had 
•escaped,  or  were  doin^  duty  in  a yeomanry  corps  at 
Duncannon  fort.  The  rebels  were  so  zealous  in  this 
service,  that  they  locked  up  such  protestants  as  they 
seized,  while  they  went  in  quest  of  others. 

Samuel  Oranpje,  now  living,  is  a memorable  in- 
stance of  this.  He  was  taken  by  his  own  neighbours, 
Patrick  Hen nesy  and  James  Savage,  and  w'as  locked 
up  in  the  house  of  the  former  ; but  while  they  were 
bunting  for  others,  he  providentially  made  his  escape 
througii  a back  window,  and  concealed  himself  in 
ditches  till  Sunday,  the  5th  of  June,  when  Golfer 
returned  with  another  gang,  and  conveyed  him  to 
Wexford,  Scullabogue  having  been  before  consumed. 
Michael  Devereux  having  visited  Feathard  again,  on 
3d  of  June,  with  another  gang,  seized  Mrs  Doftield, 
aged  seventy-five,  Mrs  Clarke,  and  Philip  Clarke,  a 
boy  of  about  thirteen  years.  John  Jones,  a humane 
and  respectable  Roman  catholic,  solicited  the  release 
of  the  prisoners;  and  on  his  knees,  he  implored  him 
.to  discharge  the  latter,  as  he  w'as  the  child  of  his  near 
neighbour  ; but  to  no  purpose,  as  he  said  he  could 
nof  release  him,  consistent  with  his  own  safety.  This 
shewed  that  he  acted  by  the  orders  of  his  superiors, 
w’ho  were  supplied  with  lists  of  the  protestant  inhabi- 
tants of  every  parish. 

VOL.  II. 
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The  three  were  conveyed  on  a car  to  Scullabogue, 
but  fortunately  for  them,  Bagenal  Harvey,  who  hap- 
pened to  arrive  there,  discharged  them,  gave  them  a 
pass  to  return,  and  ordered  that  no  more  women  and 
children  should  be  taken  prisoners.  On  the  9th  of 
June,  one  Thomas  M‘Daniel,  a sanguinary  ruffian, 
went  to  Feathard,  at  the  head  of  another  gang,  in 
I search  of  Elizabeth  Ennis,  a protestant,  who  had 
escaped  all  their  former  searches  ; and  when  discover- 
ed, she  threw  herself  on  the  mercy  of  John  Jones, 
already  mentioned,  who  very  humanely  locked^her  up 
in  a room  in  his  own  house.  When  M‘Daniel  was  on 
the  point  of  breaking  open  the  door,  Mrs  Jones  placed 
herself  between  him  and  it,  and  said  they  must  first 
murder  her.  She  also  assured  him,  that  she  was  no 
longer  a protestant,  having  been  christened  by  the 
priest,  and  was  become  a Roman  catholic.  The  poor 
trembling  wretch’s  life  was  saved  by  Mrs  Jones’s  firm- 
ness, and  her  assurances  of  her  conversion. 

After  that  period,  such  of  the  protestants  as  re- 
mained at  Feathard  were  saved  by  going  to  mass. 

Father  Doyle,  the  priest,  assembled  them  in  a 
liouse,  under  a pretence  of  baptizing  them,  though 
in  fact  he  did  not  perform  that  ceremony  ; and  he 
very  humanely  announced,  in  order  to  save  their  lives, 
that  they  were  sincere  converts  to  his  religion. 

These  facts  were  proved  on  the  trial  of  Devereux, 
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Golfer,  Haughran,  and  some  othes  concerned  in  this 
\itrocious  business. 


No.  VII. 

County  of  Wexford Richard  Grand y,  of  Baily- 
to  wit*  J shan,  in  said  county,  came  be- 
fore us  his  majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  and  made 
oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  that  he  this  examinant 
was  attacked  and  seized  at  the  cross  roads  of  Kilbride, 
on  Sunday  the  third  of  June,  between  the  hours  of 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  he  was  return- 
ing from  a farm  he  has  on  the  lands  of  Kilbride,  by 
several  persons  armed  with  guns,  pikes,  spears ; that 
amongst  the  number  were  Michael  Poor,  Thomas 
Poor,  Martin  White,  Richard  Shee,  Martin  Colhoun, 
Nicholas  Brown,  Michael  White,  John  Moran,  and 
Lawrence  Moran,  all  of  Kilbride  aforesaid,  with  many 
others,  whose  names  examinant  did  not  know,  though 
their  faces  were  familiar  to  him ; he  was  conducted 
from  thence  to  the  rebel  camp  at  Carrickbyrne,  in 
said  county,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  was 
brought  to  Mr  King’s  house  at  Scullabogue;  that  he 
was  introduced  into  a room  where  he  saw  Bagenal  Har- 
vey, of  Bargy-Castle,  esquire;  William  Devereux, 
ofTaghmon;  Francis  Breen ; Nicholas  Sweetman,  of 
New-Bawn  ; with  a few  more  whom  he  did  not  know, 
but  believes  that  John  Colclough,  esq.  of  Ballyteigue, 
and  a son  of  William  Devereux  aforesaid,  were  of 
the  number;  that  he  was  closely  examined  by  Bagenal 
Harvey  as  to  the  state  of  Ross  and  D uncannon  fort, 
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and  whether  he  w'as  an  orange  man  ora  unite(\raan; 
that  the  said  Bagenal  Harvey  pressed  him  to  take  the 
united  man’s  oath,  and  become  one  of  their  commu-* 
nity;  that  at  last  he  obtained  a pass  from  said  Bage- 
nal  Harvey,  with  which  he  came  as  far  as  Br}  anstown^ 
where  he  wa>  stopped  by  the  rebel  guard  stationed 
there  ; that  he  was  conducted  back  again  to  Collops- 
well,  where  he  met  with  said  Bagenal  Harvey  and  said 
Nicholas  Sweetman  ; that  Nicholas  Sweetman  signed 
the  pass  he  got  from  Bagenal  Harvey  before  ; that  he 
had  not  gone  far  before  the  pass  had  been  taken  from 
him  and  torn,  upon  which  he  was  ^taken  prisoner  to 
Sciillabogue  house,  where  he  was  confined  till  Tues- 
day morning,  with  several  other  protestants ; that 
about  nine  o’clock  John  Murphy,  of  Loughnageer, 
(who  had  the  command  of  the  Rosegarland  rebel 
corps,  and  was  the  officer  of  the  guard  over  the  pri- 
soners) had  ordered  them  out  by  fours  to  be  shot  1)y 
his  company,  till  thirty-five  were  massacred  ; that  the 
spear-men  used  to  take  pleasure  in  piercing  the  victims 
through,  and  with  exultation  licking  their  bloody 
spears ; that  v/hilst  this  horrid  scene  was  acting,  the 
barn,  in  which  w^ere  above  one  hundred  protestants, 
as  examinant  heard  and  believes,  was  set  on  fire,  and 
all  consumed  to  ashes;  that  examinant’s  life  was  spar- 
ed because  Murphy  knew  that  Bagenal  Harvey  had 
given  him  a pass,  and  that  through  his  intercession 
with  Murphy,  Loftus  Frizzel  was  likewise  spared; 
that  they  were  both  tied  and  conveyed  within  a mile 
and  a half  of  Ross,  where  they  met  Bagenal  Harvey, 
Cornelius  Grogan,  of  Johnstown  in  said  county,  Wil- 
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liatn  Devereux,  and  many  others  retreating  from  the 
battle  of  Ross. 

That  Bagenal  Harvey  ordered  the  said  Murphy  to 
take  the  two  prisoners  to  his  lodging  at  Collopswell, 
where  he  had  given  a pass  to  Loftus  Frizzel,  but  re- 
fused to  give  one  to  examinant,  for  fear  he  should 
come  and  report  what  he  had  seen  and  heard  at  Dun- 
cannon  fort;  that  deponent  heard,  and  believes  it  to 
be  a fact  that  said  Cornelius  Grogan  * had  the  com- 
mand of  the  barony  of  Forth  rebel  troops  at  the  battle 
of  Ross;  that  deponent  was  taken  to  Foulke’s  mills 
that  night,  where  he  continued  for  two  days  under  a 
guard,  dressing  the  wounded ; that  he  was  afterwards 
conveyed  to  Ballymitty,  where  he  obtained  a pass 
from  Edward  Murphy  of  said  place,  to  pass  and  re- 
pass through  his  district  for  the  purpose  of  curing  the 
wounded.  That  he  was  sent  to  Taghmon,  where  the 
sitting  rebel  magistrates,  John  Breen,  James  Harpur, 
Joseph  Cullomore,  and  Matthew  Commons,  were  of 
opinion,  that  he  might  with  the  priest’s  pass  ha^'e  gone 
back  and  remained  there ; that  he  strolled  along  the 
sea-side,  till  at  last  he  effected  his  escape  across  the 
ferry  of  Bannow  to  Feathard,  on  Friday  the  22d  inst. 
and  from  thence  to  Duncannon  fort  this  morning; 
that  he  often  heard  it  reported,  whilst  in  cutody,  that 
John  Colclough,  and  Thomas  Macord,  both  of  Tin- 
tern  in  said  county,  were  very  active  in  promoting  the 


* It  has  been  since  ascertained,  that  this  unfortunate  gentk* 
man  never  acted  with  the  rebels,  but  by  coxupuisiou. 
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rebellion;  that  he  saw  John  Devereux  jnn.  of  SiiiU 
bejjf^an,  in  said  county,  at  Sciillahogue,  on  Monday 
the  41  h inst.  and  that  he  seemed,  and  believes  that  he 
had  a principal  coinniand  in  the  rebel  army.  He  like- 
wise saw  Charles  Reilly,  of  Ramer’s-grange,  in  said 
county,  at  the  camp  at  Carrickbyrne  amongst  the  re- 
bels, very  busy  and  active  to  promote  their  cause. 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  he  attended  mass  cele- 
brated by  Edward  Murphy  aforesaid,  parish  priest  of 
Ban  now  ; and  that  after  mass  he  heard  him  preach  a. 
sermon,  in  which  he  said,  “ Brethren,  you  see  you 
are  victorious  every  where — that  the  balls  of  the  here- 
tics fly  about  you  without  hurting  you — that  few  of 
you  have  fallen,  whilst  thousands  of  the  heretics  are 
dead,  and  the  few  of  you  that  have  fallen,  was  from 
deviating  from  our  cause,  and  want  of  faith — that  this 
visibly  is  the  work  of  God,  who  now  is  deterpoined 
that  the  herelicks,  who  have  reigned  upwards  of  an 
hundred  years,  should  be  extirpated,  and  the  triT^ 
catholic  religion  be  established.” — And  deponent  saith, 
this  sermon  was  preached  after  the  battle  of  Ross, 
and  that  he  heard  several  sermons  preached  by  the 
priests  to  the  same  effect ; that  he  likewise  heard  many 
rebels  who  had  bten  at  the  battle  of  Enniscorthy  and 
elsewhere,  declare,  that  father  Roche,  a rebel  gene- 
ral, did  constantly  catch  the  bullets  that  came  from 
his  majesty’s  arms,  and  gave  them  to  his  men  to  load 
their  pieces  with.  Deponent  further  saith,  that  every 
protestant  that  was  admitted  into  the  rebel  corps,  was 
first  baptized  by  a priest  ; and  that  every  protestant 
that  refused  to  be  baptized  was  put  to  death ; and 
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that  many,  to  save  their  lives,  did  suffer  themselves 
to  be  bapti2«;(j. 

lilCliAllD  GrANDY^ 

Sworn  before  us,  23d  June,  1798. 

George  Ogle. 

Isaac  Cornick. 

John  H.  Lyster.. 

John  Kennedy,. 


No.  VIII. — VoL.  II.  p,.253; 


THE  DESCENT  MADE  BY  JAMES  NAPPER  TANDY*. 


Sir, 


Rutland j six  o'clock  P.,  M,  Sunday 3, 
Sept,  l6tA,  1798. 


About  twelve  o’clock  a French  brig  came  into  this 
harbour,  and  immediately  landed  a number  of  men 
and  officers,  Napper  Tandy  at  their  head.  They  im- 
mediately enquired  for  the  post-office,  and  came  and 
posted  a centinel  at  the  door  to  prevent  my  sending  off 
immediately  : They  demanded  (though  very  politely) 
some  victuals,  with  which  they  were  furnished.  I had 
a good  deal  of  conversation  with  Tandy  : When  they' 
found  that  their  friends  here  had  surrendered  and 
■w'ere  made  prisoners  of  war,  they  seemed  a good  deal 
confounded  ; and,  -after  taking  a slight  repast,  re-em- 
barked. 
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Tandy  informed  me  that  they  came  on  a mere  expe- 
riment, to  try  the  pulse  of  the  people,  about  which 
he  particularly  enquired.  I reported  this  neighbour- 
hood, as  far  as  I knew,  to  be  weaned  from  French 
principles,  &c.  at  which  he  seemed  surprised  ; he  says, 
the  French  will  never  make  peace  with  England,  until 
Ireland  is  made  free  and  independent. 

They  behaved  very  politely  and  paid  for  all  they 
took. 

The  brig  they  came  in  is  called  the  Anacreon,  about 
twelve  days  from  Brest ; they  saw  several  English 
cruisers,  but  out-sailed  them  all. 

I have  sent  expresses  to  Ballyshannon  and  Letter- 

kenny. They  intend  returning  to  France  directly  j 

they  came  north  about  by  Scotland.  Enclosed  is  a 
paper.  A,  several  of  which  I understand  they  have 
distributed  ; also  a certificate,  B,  signed  by  the  offi- 
cers, exonerating  me  from  censure  for  admitting  them 
into  my  house. 

We  have  not  any  kind  of  armed  military  force  nearer 
us  than  Letterkenny,  about  twenty^-five  miles. 

I am,  sir. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 
Francis  Foster,  Dep,  P,  Rutland » 

John  Lees,  esquire » 
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Rutland,  Septonber  11  th,  Monday, 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

SiR, 

I Yesterday  (by  post)  infonned  you  of  a French 
brig-  coming  into  our  harbour  and  landing  three  boats 
full  of  men  ; there  were  a number  of  officers,  among, 
whom  w'as  the  redoubted  J.  N.  Tandy,  a brigadier, 
and  commander  of  the  expedition.^  Tandy,  being  an. 
old  acquaintance,  was  communicative  ; he  says,  posi- 
tively, that  France  will  not  make  peace  with  Great 
Britain  upon* any  other  terms  than  Irish  independence; 
he  appeared  dejected  on  hearing  of  the  fate  of  the  late 
French  descent,  and  of  the  discoveries  made  by  Bond, 
]M‘Nevin,  Emmit,  &c.  but  said,  they  wdl  certainly 
attempt  to  land  twenty  thousand  men,  and  perish  all 
or  succeed  ; he  was  astonished  when  I told  him  that 
very  few  had  joined  the  French  ; they  took  every  pains 
to  convince  the  people  that  they  were  their  best  friends, 
and  such  stuff ; they  took  a cow  and  two  swine,  for 
v/hichthey  paid,  and  this  morning,  after  tiring  a gun, 
went  to  sea,  towards  the  N.  East,  I have  dispatched 
an  express,  (a  second  one)  to  the  collector  of  Letter- 
kenny  and  am  in  hopes  that  some  of  the  Lough  Swilly 
fleet  will  intercept  them.  They  met  several  cruisers 
between  England  and  France,  but  outsailed  them  all  ; 
they  came  north  about.  They  were  full  of  arms,  the 
officers  of  the  port  were  detained  aboard  them  fronx 
morning  (yesterday)  until  ten  o’clock  at  night ; they- 
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report  them  full  of  arms,  a park  of  artillery,  accou- 
trements for  cavalry,  clothing,  &c.  &c.  They  expect- 
ed that  the  whole  county  was  up,  and  that  they  had 
nothing  to  do  but  join  their  friends  ; the  natives  here 
all  fled  to  the  mountains,  and  seem  not  at  all  inclined 
to  join  them  ; we  have  not  a military  man  nearer  than 
Ballyshannon  forty  miles,  or  Letterkenny  twenty-five, 
although  there  is  an  excellent  new  barrack  here  ready 
to  receive  one  hundred  men  ; they  had  a great  number 
of  Irish  on  board,  their  force  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men  ; and  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  coast. 
Their  drift  is  evidently  to  encourage  disaffection.  1 
was  a prisoner  in  my  own  house  four  or  five  hours,  un- 
til the  post  came  in  ; they  had  centinels  on  every 
point  of  the  island,  to  prevent  intelligence  being  im- 
mediately dispatched.  I am  just  informed  by  one  of 
the  officers,  that  they  were  determined  to  land  their 
arms  here,  but  upon  a consultation,  after  they  found 
their  countrymen  had  been  defeated,  they  altered  their 
plan. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

FpwAncis  Foster,  P.  M,  RutlancL 

On  their  leaving  my  house,  the  general  (Rev)  took 
_ a gold  ring  from  his  finger,  and  presented  it  to  Mrs 

Foster,  as  a token  of  fraternity  ; thus  they  cajole 

and  insidiously  endeavour  to  gain  the  weak  and  the 
ignorant,  to  the  total  dissolution  of  subordination  and 
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obedience  toauthority,  without  which  society  cannot 
exist  ! 

John  Lees,  esquire. 


Papers  distributed  among  the  inhabitants  of  Rutland 
by  Napper  Tandy  on  his  landing  there, 

PAPER,  A. 

LIBERTY  OR  DEATH ! 

Northern  army  of  Avengers,  Head  Quarters,  the 

first  year  of  Irish  Liberty. 

L^nited  Irishmen  ! 

The  soldiers  of  the  great  nation  have  landed  on  your 
coast,  well  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition  of  all 
kinds,  with  artillery  worked  by  those  who  have  spread 
terror  among  the  ranks  of  the  best  troops  in  Europe, 
headed  by  French  officers  ; they  come  to  break  your 
fetters,  and  restore  you  to  the  blessing  of  liberty. 

James  Napper  Tandy  is  at  their  head  ; he  has  sworn 
to  lead  them  on  to  victory  or  die.  Brave  Irishmen,  the 
friends  of  liberty  have  left  their  native  soil  to  assist 
you  in  reconquering  your  rights;  they  will  brave  all 
dangers,  and  glory  at  the  sublime  idea  of  cementing 
your  happiness  with  their  blood. 
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French  blood  shall  not  flow  in  vain — To  arms  1 
freemen,  to  arms  ! The  trumpet  calls,  let  not  your 
friends  be  butcherd  unassisted  ; if  they  are  doomed  to 
fall  in  this  most  g^lorioiis  struggle,  let  their^deatli  1)6 
useful  to  your  cause,  and  their  bodies  serve  as  footsteps 
to  the  temple  of  Irish  liberty^ 

General  Rey, 

In  the  name  of  the  French  officers  and 
soldiers  now  on  the  coast  of  Ireland » 


LIBERTY  OR  DEATH  1 

Northern  army  of  Avengers^  Head  Quarters-,  the 
frstijear  of  Irish  Liberty, 

General  J.  N.  Tandy  to  his  countrymen. 
United  Irishmen  I 

What  do  I hear  ? the  British  government  have 
dared  to  speak  of  concessions  ! would  you  accept  of 
them  ? 

•Can  you  think  of  entering  into  a treaty  with  a British 
minister  ? a minister  too,  who  has  left  you  at  the  mer- 
of  an  English  soldiery,  who  laid  your  cities  waste  and 
massacred  inhumanly  your  best  citizens  ; a minister, 
the  bane  of  society,  and  the  scourge  of  mankind  ; 
behold,  Irishmen,  he  holds  in  his  hand  the  olive  of 
peace ; beware,  his  other  hand  lies  concealed  armed 
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with  a poignard.  No,  Irishmen,  no  1 you  shall  not 
be  the  dupes  of  his  base  intrigues  ; unable  to  subdue 
your  courage,  he  attempts  to  seduce  you,  let  his  ef- 
forts be  vain. 

Horrid  crimes  have  bees  perpetrated  in  your  coun- 
try ; your  friends  have  fallen  a sacrifice  to  their  devo- 
tion for  your  cause  ; their  shadows  are  around  you 
and  call  aloud  for  vengeance  ; it  is  your  duty  to  avenge 
their  death  ; it  is  your  duty  to  strike  on  their  blood- 
cemented  thrones  the  murderers  of  your  friends.  Lis- 
ten to  no  proposals.  Irishmen  wage  a war  of  extirmi- 
nation  against  your  oppressors,  the  war  of  liberty 
against  tyranny,  and  liberty  shall  triumph. 

J.  N.  Tandy. 


PAPER,  B. 

Rutland  island,  30th  Fructidor, 

Having  landed  from  on  board  the  Anacreon  (a 
republican  vessel  from  the  coast  of  France)  on  Rut- 
land island,  and  being  in  want  (for  the  time)  of  ac- 
commodations, we  were  under  the  necessity  of  put- 
ting the  citizen  Foster,  post-master  of  that  town  or 
island,  under  requisition,  and  prevented  him  from 
sending  offhis  packet ; we  at  the  same  time  disch^rg- 
VOL.  II.  li 
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ed  every  obligation,  and  paid  for  whatever  we  took 
from  said  place. 


Amiel,  colonel, 
aid-de^camp  dn  gl.  Desjardin 

C,  Ll^xemburg,  ^ 
capt.  d'artillir, 

I-.E  Due,  capitne. 


Tandy,  general  of  bri- 
gade, and  commander 
of  the  expedition, 

Rey. 

Blackwell,  adjutant- 
general 

Joseph,  capt,  et  aid-de- 
camp. 


No.  IX. 

, VINEGAR  HILL, 

Facts  discovered  on  the  trial  of  Andrew  Forrel,  a 
rebel  captain;  hanged  at  Wexford,  1800. 

By  the  evidence  of* William  Furlong,  a protestant, 
it  appeared,  that  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels 
on'  Whitsun  Tuesday,  1798,  and  conducted  to  the 
windmill  on  Vinegar-hill,  where  he  saw  the  rev.  Mr 
Pentland  and  the  rev.  Mr  Trocke,  three  men  of  the 
name  of  Gill,  and  about  thirty  more  loj^alists.  Farrel 
had  a sword  in  his  hand,  and  was  called  captain  of  the 
rebels.  He  desired  the  loyalists  to  fall  on  their  knees 
and  prepare  for  death,  as  they  should  be  killed  im- 
mediate! 5%  He  then  seized  Mr  Pentland,  and  dragged 
him  out  of  the  mill  by  force,  though  he  resisted  as 
much  as  he  could.  He  was  instantly  put  to  death. 
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and  fourteen  or  fifteen  more  immediately  met  with  the 
same  fate.  Andrew  Farrel  told  the  witness,  that  he 
must  know  where  there  were  arms  and  ammunition  in 
Enniscorthy,  and  that  he  should  be  saved  if  he  dis- 
covered where  they  were.  He  said  he  would  ; and  on 
goin^  there,  his  life  was  saved  by  a man  who  had  been 
malster  to  his  uncle.  He  saw  Farrel  distributing  gun- 
powder to  the  rebels.  He  believes  that  only  eigltt  of. 
the  persons  who  were  in  the  windmill  escaped  death. 

Francis  Bradley  saw  Farrel  conducting  to  Vinegar- 
hill  Philip  Annesley,  a protestant,  who  desired  him 
to  take  his  watch  and'  money,  and  give  them  toihis 
friends,  because  he  said  Farrel  was  taking  him  to  be, 
killed  ; but  witness  was  afraid  to  comply  with  his  re- 
quest. 

\ 

Henry  Whitney,  a protestant,  who  had  been  priso- 
ner in  the  windmill,  saw  Mr  Pentland  piked  to  death, 
and  he  believes  that  twenty-five  more  were  put  to 
death  at  the  same  time.  He  saw  their  bodies  lie  dead: 
outside  of  the  windmill.  Mr  Pentland’s,  which  was  ; 
naked  and  bloody,  lay  separate  from  the  rest. 

When  the  prisoners  were  desired  to  go  upon  their 
knees  and  prepare  for  death,  messrs.  Pentland  and 
Trocke  expostulated,  and  begged  they  might  be 
saved,  as  they  were  both  clergymen.  The  former  said 
he  was  a northern  man,  and  had  been  but  a short  time 
ill  the  country.  He  then  offered  his  watch,  which  was 
taken  by  a man  of  the  name  of  Foley. 

li  2 
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John  Gill,  a witness,  was  a prisoner  in  the  wind- 
mill, on  Whitsun-Tiiesday.  The  party  who  conduct-- 
ed  him  into  it  said,  “ Captain  Farrel  (pointing  to 
Gill)  there  is  an  orangeman/’  Gill  asked  Farrel  to 
save  his  life,  as  he  saw  him  much  in  the  esteem  of  the 
rebels.  He  asked  him  his  name.  He  answered,  Gill. 
Farrel  replied,  that  is  a bad  name,  prepare  for  death, 
you  have  not  an  hour  to  live.  (Gill  was  a protestant 
name  in  the  county  of  Wexford.)  John  Gill  of  Mon- 
glass was  lying'  dead  there.  A party  of  rebels,  with 
guns  and  pikes,  formed  a line  in  front  of  the  windmill 
door,  and  behind  them  there  were  some  men  on  horse- 
back. On  being  led  out,  he  addressed  the  rebels,  and 
asked  them,  if  they  w’ould  put  a man  to  death  without 
a trial  } Andrew  Martin,  the  executioner,  who  stood 
inside  the  line  with  a drawn  sword,  cried  out,  “ Damn 
your  soul,  do  you  come  here  to  preach  ?’*  made  a stab 
at  him,  and  wounded  him  in  the  wrist.  Some  of  the 
rebels  desired  Martin  to  stop,  and  asked  Gill  how  he 
would  choose  to  die  } He  replied,  as  a Christian,  A 
man  on  horseback  said,  are  you  a Christian  } He  an- 
swered, that  he  believed  in  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
and  that  he  hoped  to  be  saved  through  him.  Martin 
then  said,  “ Oh  ! damnation  to  your  soul,  you  are  a 
Christian  in  your  own  way,”  and  directly  stabbed  him 
in  the  side.  He  then  fell  on  his  face,  and  was  stabbed 
in  the  back,  and  beat  on  the  head  with  some  heavy 
instrument.  He  still  continued  in  his  senses.  His 
brother  was  next  brought  out,  and  having  been  asked 
the  same  question,  boldly  answ'ered  that  he  would  die 
a protestant ; on  which  he  was  instantly  put  to  death. 
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Witness  then'  fainted,  and  continued  insensible  till  his 
wife  came  for  him  in  tlie  evening,  and  she  found  great 
difficulty  in  saving  him,  as  there  was  an  old  man  with 
a scythe  examining  the  bodies,  and  striking  it  on  the 
head  of  such  of  them  as  had  any  signs  of  life.  She 
took  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  where,  finding  that 
he  had  some  appearance  of  life,  she  concealed  his  body. 
Next  morning  he  was  discovered  by  a party  of  rebels, 
where  he  was  saved  by  a man  who  was  to  have  married 
his  daughter.  About  half  a mile  from  the  hill,  he  was 
met  by  two  men,  one  of  whom  fired  at  him,  and  the 
ball  grazed  his  head  and  stunned  him.  His  wife,  at 
her  return,  found  him  again,  and  from  that  time  till 
Vinegar-hill  was  taken  by  the  king’s  troops,  he  lay 
concealed  in  ditches  in  that  deplorable  state  ; but  at 
last  recovered,  and  is  still  alive. 

John  Austin  was  taken  prisoner  and  conducted  to 
Enniscorthy  by  one  captain  West,  when  Farrel  was  on 
parade  with  some  rebels.  West  said,  “ Captain  Farrel, 
here  is  an  orangeman.”  Farrel  ordered  him  to  a rebel 
guard-house,  where  there  were  fifteen  or  sixteen  loya- 
lists; and  swore  that  he  would  have  them  all  put  to 
death  the  next  night.  A Mr  Robinson  who  was  there, 
beofoed  that  Farrel  would  save  them.*  Austin  was  saved 
by  the  intercession  of  a rebel.  John  Mooney  swore, 
he  saw  Farrel  head  a party  at  the  attack  of  Borris,  the 
seat  of  Mr  Kavenah.  That  after  it,  he  sav/ him  sworn 
in  a captain,  on  which  father  Kearns,  the  priest,  kiss- 
ed him.  He  was  called  St  Ruth. 
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David  Ogden,  a witness,  swore,  he  was  taken  pri- 
soner by  Farrel  at  Mr  Wheeler’s  house,  where  he  had 
taken  refuge.  He  took  him  and  ?rlr  Wheeler,  to  con- 
duct them,  as  he  said,  to  Vinegar-hill ; but  they  were 
released  by  one  M‘Lean,  who  threatened  to  goto  the 
hill  and  discover  there,  that  Farrel,  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Euniscorthy,  disguised  in  woman’s  clothes, 
was  robbing,  instead  of  hghtlng  the  king’s  arm}\ 


No.  X. 

County  of  the  city  of  DuhlinA  The  examination  of 
to  ivit,  J corporal  Sheppard  of 

the  Roval  Irish  artillery,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists,  raaketh  oath  and  saith.  That  he 
this  examinant,  when  on  his  march  with  a detachment 
of  militia  of  the  Meath  regiment  from  Dtincannon 
Fort,  to  the  town  of  Wexford,  was  taken  prisoner  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  May  last,  at  a place  called  the 
mountain  of  Forth  within  three  miles  of  Wexford 
aforesaid,  together  with  two  howitzers,  and  nine  pri- 
vates belonging  to  the  said  Royal  Irish  artillery,  bj*  a 
numerous  body  of  rebels,  who  were  encamped  on  the 
said  mountain.  Examinant  saith,  that  as  soon  as  the 
said  rebels  had  made  him  and  his.  comrades  prisoners, 
they  were  going  to  put  them  to  death  ; but  that  pre- 
vious to  their  doing  so,  one  of  the  said  rebels  asked 
them  what  religion  they  were  of ; and  that  a private  of 
the  said  Royal  Irish  artillery,  whose  name  is  Patrick 
Dungannon,  replied,  that  they  were  all  Roman  catho- 
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licks,  though  examinant  saith,  that  he  and  five  more 
of  his  said  comrades  were  protestants.  Examinant 
saith,  he  is  convinced  in  liis  mind,  that  the  said  rebels 
would  have  put  the  whole  of  said  party  instantly  to 
death,  but  that  they  believed  they  were  Roman  catho- 
licks.  Examinant  saith,  that  he  and  his  comrades  - 
were  conducted  as  prisoners  to  Wexford,  on  the  said 
thirtieth  of  May,  and  put  into  prison  ; but  that  he 
this  examinant  and  his  comrades  were  committed  to 
different  apartments.  Examinant  saith,  that  while  a 
prisoner  at  Wexford,  he  was  taken  out  into  a small 
square  in  the  gaol  to  be  shot,  and  that  on  being  placed 
against  a wall  in  said  square,  they  the  said  rebels  burn- 
ed priming  four  times  at  examinant  with  a musket ; on 
which  father  John  Murphy,  a priest,  who  had  entered 
the  said  goal,  cried  out  aloud,  that  he  this  examinant 
had  longer  to  live ; and  at  the  same  time,  the  said 
priest  said,  “ Let  the  heathen  go  back  to  prison,  and 
be  damned.”  Examinant  saith,  that  while  he  and  his 
comrades  were  in  prison,  the  rebel  guards  who  were 
placed  over  them,  frequentlj^  attempted  to  break  open 
the  doors  of  the  place  where  they  were  confined,  with 
an  intent,  as  the  said  rebel  guards  declared,  to  mur- 
der examinant  and  his  comrades,  having  often  declar- 
ed that  they  would  not  stand  as  guards  over  hereticks  ; 
and  that  the  officers  of  the  said  rebels  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  prevented  the  said  rebels  from  putting  them 
to  death.  Examinant  saith,  that  during  ten  days  that 
he  and  his  comrades  were  confined  in  Wexford,  they 
received  no  other  food  but  potatoes  and  water  ; and  of 
which  they  got  but  one  meal  in  twenty-four  hours* 


1520 


REBELLION  IN  IRELAND. 


Examinant  saith,  that  during  his  confinement,  the 
said  rebels  took  out  many  prisoners  to  execute  them  ; 
and  examinant  verily  believes  they  were  put  to  death, 
as  the  said  prisoners  never  returned  to  the  prison  ; and 
he  this  e.  aminant  was  informed  that  they  had  been 
shot  or  put  to  death  with  pikes  in  the  Bull-ring,  or  in 
some  other  part  of  the  town.  Examinant  saith,  that 
he  and  his  comrades  were  asked  to  serve  in  the  rebel 
array  by  one  captain  Dixon,  and  by  one  Roche  the 
brother-in-law  of  said  Dixon,  who  wore  two  epaulettes, 
and  passed  for  a rebel  general ; and  that  said  Dixon 
and  Roche  promised  examinant  and  his  comrades  com- 
missions in  the  rebel  army,  and  estates  in  some  time, 
if  they  would  serve  in  said  army.  Examinant  saith, 
thafhe  and  his  comrades,  well  knowing  that  they  had‘ 
no  other  way  of  making  their  escape  from  Wexford, 
complied  with  the  desire  of  said  Dixon,  and  the  said 
Roche.  Examinant  saith,  that  he,  and  three  of  his 
comrades  were  conducted  by  the  said  rebel  general 
Roche  to  the  rebel  camp  of  Gorey,  near  the  town  of 
Gorey,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  on  or  about  the 
eleventh  day  of  June  last,  where  examinant  found 
three  of  his  said  comrades  before  him  in  said  camp,  and 
some  soldiers  of  the  Meath  and  Antrim  regiments  who 
had  been  taken  prisoners.  Examinant  saith,  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  that  the  said  rebels  marched 
from  the  said  camp  to  attack  the  town  of  Arklow, 
one  INIurphy  a priest,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Arklow  that  day,  mounted  on  a car,  and  preached  a 
sermon  of  exhortation  to  the  said  rebels,  in  which  the 
said  Murphy  assured  the  said  rebels  that  they  were 
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fighting  in  the  cause  of  God  ; that  the  more  of  the  hea- 
thens (meaning  the  king’s  army)  they  would  kill,  the 
sooner  they  would  go  to  heaven ; and  that  if  any  of 
them  died  in  battle,  they  would  be  sure  of  immediate 
salvation  ; that  said  Murphy  took  some  bullets  out  of 
his  pockets,  shewed  them  to  the  rebels,  and  assured 
them,  that  they  had  hit  him  at  the  battle  of  Gorey, 
in  different  parts  of  his  body  and  limbs,  and  that  they 
could  not  do  him  any  injury.  That  said  Murphy  said 
further  in  said  sermon,  that  he  would  take  the  gravel 
off  the  road  and  throw  it  at  the  hereticks,  and  that  he 
could  kill  them  with  it.  Examinant  saith,  that  ano- 
ther priest  of  the  name  of  Dixon  declared  to  the  rebel 
general  Roche,  that  they  would  take  the  town  of  Ark- 
low  in  half  an  hour  ; that  then  they  w'ould  be  joined 
by  twenty  thousand  men  ; and  that  they  would  pro- 
ceed to  Wicklow,  and  from  thence  to  Dublin.  Exa- 
minant saith,  that  said  rebels  wherever  they  marched, 
put  to  death  such  protestants  as  fell  into  their  hands  ; 
saying  often  on  such  occasions,  that  the  kingdom  was 
their  own,  and  that  there  should  be  but  one  religion. 
Examinant  saith,  that  said  rebels  on  their  arrival  at 
Gorey  aforesaid,  and  just  after  the  battle  of  Arklow, 
put  many  protestants  to  death,  though  they  had  serv- 
ed with  the  said  rebels  in  said  battle  ; and  that  when 
they  were  on  the  point  of  executing  one  Walker  a black- 
smith, some  of  said  rebels  pleaded  in  his  favour,  hav- 
ing said,  that  he  had  made  many  pikes,  and  fought 
well  with  them  ; but  that  father  John  Murphy  said, 
that  if  there  was  but  one  drop  of  protestant  blood  in  a 
family,  they  ought  to  put  that  family  to  death  ; and 
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that  said  Walker  was  accordingly  pdt  to  death.  Exa- 
minant saith,  he  repaired  with  the  said  rebels  from 
Gorey,  to  a place,  to  the  best  of  examinant’s  recol- 
lection, called  Liinbrick,  from  thence  to  Tinnehely, 
and  from  thence  to  Carnew,  and  from  thence  to  Vine- 
gar-hill ; and  that  said  rebels  in  their  march  from  Go- 
rey to  Vinegar-hill  aforesaid,  killed  all  the  protestants 
they  could  get  into  their  custody.  Informant  saith, 
that  lie  and  his  comrades  made  their  escape  at  the  bat-' 
tie  ofVinegar-hill  aforesaid. 

Andrew  Sheppard. 

Sworn  before  mc^  this  "Jih  of  September , 1798. 

Thomas  Fleming,  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  Royal  Irish  ar- 
tillery, do  certify  that  Andrew  Sheppard,  a corporal'  . 
in  the  said  corps,  is  a man  of  an  honest  fair  character, 
and  that  he  is  to  be  credited  on  his  oath.  September, 
fourteenth-,  1798. 

J.  Straton,  colonel  commandant,  lieutenant-general^ 

Richard  Bettesworth,  colonel  commandant ^ ma^ 
jor-general, 

H.  Sneyd,  major.  Royal  Irish  artillery, 

John  Pratt,  lieutenant-colonel,  colonel  brevet, 

W,  Wright,  lieutenant-colonel, 

J.  D.  Arabin,  lieutenant' colonel. 
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No,  XL  p.  238. 

GENERAL  HUMBERT’S  LETTER  TO  THE  BISHOP  OF 
KILLALLA. 

“ Dover,  October  26,  1798. 

“ My' Lord, 

“ Being  on  the  point  of  returning  to  France,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  testify  to  you  the  extraordinary 
esteem  with  which  your  conduct  has  always  inspired 
me.  Since  I have  had  the  good  fortune  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  you,  I have  always  regretted  that  the 
chance  of  war,  and  my  duty  as  a military  officer,  have 
obliged  me,  in  carrying  the  50*00 rge  of  war  into  your 
neighbourhood,  to  disturb  the  domestic  happiness 
which  you  enjoyed,  and  of  which  you  are  in  every  re- 
spect worthy.  ;Too  happy,  if  in  returning  into  my 
country,  I can  flatter  myself  that  I have  acquired  any 
claim  to  your  esteem.  Independently  of  other  reasons 
which  I have  for  loving  and  esteeming  you,  the  repre- 
sentation which  citizen  Charost  gives  me  of  all  your 
good  offices  to  him  and  his  officers,  as  well  before  as 
after  the  reduction  of  Killalla,  will  demand  for  ever 
my  esteem  and  gratitude. 

“ I entreat  you,'  my  lord,  to  accept  my  declaration 
of  it,  and  to  impart  it  to  your  worthy  family. 

“ I am,  with  the  highest  esteem, 

“ My  lord, 

“ your  most  humble  servant, 

“ Humbert.’* 
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An  account  of  the  sums  of  money  claimed  by  the  suffering  loyalists  ift 
the  deferent  counties  of  Ireland^  for  their  losses  sustained  in  the 
rebellion  of  1798,  and  laid  before  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
act  of  parliament  for  compensating  them. 


£.  s.  d. 


Antrim 

- 

- 

- 

> 

17729 

3 

4i 

Carlow 

- 

- 

■- 

- 

24854 

14 

7 

Cavan 

- 

- 

- 

- 

61 

16 

9 

Cork 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2501 

14 

Hi 

Clare 

- 

- 

- 

- 

856 

~ 9 

Hi 

Down 

- 

* 

- 

- 

12129 

— 

8 

Dublin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25829  16 

— * 
z 

Galway 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4814 

3 

Kerry 

- 

- 

- 

- 

149 

4 

2i 

Kildare 

- 

- 

- 

- 

97090 

2 

11 

Kilkenny 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27352 

8 

9i 

King’s  county 

- 

- 

- 

2461 

19 

7 

Limerick 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22 

9 

6 

Londonderry 

- 

- 

- 

7 

19 

3 

Leitrim 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2316 

19 

li 

Longford 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1046 

14 

10| 

Mayo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

120553 

11 

4i 

Meath 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14597 

9 

Queen’s  County 

- 

- 

- 

1586 

9 

3i 

Roscommon 

- 

- 

- 

325 

19 

7 

Sligo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15769 

14 

9i 

Tipperary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1577 

9 

8 

"Waterford 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

1321 

18 

9 

Westmeath 

- 

- 

- 

2808 

13 

4 

'^^’’exfoi•d 

- 

- 

- 

- 

515191 

8 

5 

Wicklow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13C379 

17 

0 

Total 

£102  '337 

i 

4 

FINIS. 


